	For immediate release: June 02, 2010

For further information contact --

Society for Conservation Biology:  John Fitzgerald, 202-234-4133 x 107; jfitzgerald@conbio.org
The Wildlife Society: Jenna Jadin (301) 897-9770 x 309; jenna@wildlife.org

	


Coalition of Scientific Groups Asks Salazar

For Department-Wide Policy on Scientific Integrity 


Statement recommends comprehensive scientific integrity policy for Department of the Interior.

A coalition of scientific societies, including The Wildlife Society, the American Fisheries Society, the Society for Conservation Biology, and the Society of Wetland Scientists, sent a letter to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar asking him to go beyond recommendations in a recent Inspector General’s (IG’s) report regarding the lack of a scientific integrity policy at the Department of the Interior (DOI).  
The IG report, dated 28 April 2010, but posted publicly later, said that the DOI never has had, and continues to operate without, a scientific integrity policy, despite the fact that science is key to the DOI mission of conserving our nation’s natural resources. The IG report noted that DOI has already found itself in situations in which there has been a need for a scientific integrity policy, but because it lacked such a policy, was unable to handle those situations properly and consequently garnered intense media and congressional scrutiny.  

"The oil spilling daily into the Gulf of Mexico is stark testimony to the fact that the Interior Department needs all the help it can get in ensuring the integrity of the science on which it relies, and the integrity of each permitting or assessment process in which that science is applied,” said John Fitzgerald, Policy Director of the Society for Conservation Biology.  “The steps that we and the Inspector General recommend, when completed, will be steps toward a government we can trust. We hope we can help."

The coalition stated:  “Without a transparent and ethical process for dealing with scientific research and scientific conduct, the science that is performed at DOI may be called into question. This will not only harm the reputation of DOI, but will threaten the conservation of the nation’s treasured natural resources.  To ensure that science is being used properly to implement natural resource decisions, science should not be suppressed, scientific misconduct should be punished, and scientists who report suppression or other scientific misconduct should be afforded whistleblower protections.  Additionally, the science that informs natural resource decisions must be clear, transparent, and subject to independent peer review. “
 "Good science must be the basis for our decisions regarding natural resource management, or at the very least, it must inform us about the potential consequences of our actions should we choose to go in another direction,”  says Michael Hutchins, Executive Director and CEO of The Wildlife Society. “Because the wise and sustainable management of our natural resources is critical for the future of humankind, scientific integrity is something that our government should take very seriously."

The coalition letter supports the recommendations provided in the IG report, including developing a  DOI-wide scientific integrity policy and designating an official who will be responsible for  guiding the implementation and development of the policy across various bureaus within the agency.  The coalition also asks the Secretary to develop a DOI-wide policy that specifically addresses the need for independent peer review, and that the DOI use a transparent process to inform the public when disagreements between science and natural resource policies or uses preferred by the agency decision-makers exist.  Finally, the coalition recommends that such a policy be developed with the participation of DOI science advisors, ethics officers, scientists, and the general counsel within DOI, and that a draft be available within the next several months for public comment.

###

Founded in 1937, The Wildlife Society (TWS) is an international non-profit association made up of more than 9,000 professionals dedicated to excellence in wildlife stewardship through science and education.  The mission of TWS is to represent and serve the professional community of scientists, managers, educators, technicians, planners, and others who work to study, manage, and conserve wildlife and their habitats worldwide.  

The American Fisheries Society, founded 1870, is the world’s oldest and largest fisheries science society, with more that 9,000 members worldwide. Its mission is to improve the conservation and sustainability of fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems by advancing fisheries and aquatic science and promoting the development of fisheries professionals. 

The Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) is a global professional organization, founded in the mid-1980's, whose mission is to advance the science and practice of conserving the Earth's biological diversity. SCB publishes the peer-reviewed journal, Conservation Biology, Conservation magazine and other resources. The Society's membership includes natural and social scientists, resource managers, educators, government and private conservation workers, and students. SCB's 10,000 members work on every continent and in the marine and freshwater environments around the world

The Society of Wetland Scientists is an international organization of about 3,500 members dedicated to fostering sound wetland science, education, and management. SWS was formed in 1980.
