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The Ballast water legislation continues to makes its way through the House and Senate, and has seen recent progress.  On the House side, the Coast Guard Reauthorization Act (H.R. 2830), which includes the ballast water provisions, has passed through each of its oversight committees, including Transportation and Infrastructure, and Judiciary.  On January 29, 2008, the Energy and Commerce Committee was discharged from further considering the bill, leaving debate in the full House as the next legislative hurdle.  At this time, staff of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee hope that the bill will be taken up in late February, but note that it will not occur until after the President’s Day recess.
On the Senate side, the Ballast Water Management Act (S. 1578) has not seen significant progress since the Commerce Committee passed the bill in late September.  There still exist some significant differences of opinion between the bill sponsors and Senator Boxer, and possible resolutions to these differences have not been discussed since the bill passed Committee.  Because of these disagreements and other higher priority bills, it is not clear when the bill will reach the Senate floor for further consideration.
The President is expected to release a new ballast water proposal in the very near future, and it is expected that the legislative guidelines for ballast water management contained in the new proposal will be significantly weaker than those in the legislation currently being considered by the House and Senate.  When asked, both House and Senate staff reiterated that Committee leadership is committed to the current bills and do not want those standards weakened.
