Society for Conservation Biology

 Workshop Survey
Bridging the divide: how land use planners and conservation biologists join forces to achieve resource protection in California.
Organized by Liz Chattin (Ventura County Planning Division, California), Christina Danko, and Stephanie Pincetl

We strongly believe that better protection of our natural areas in California can be achieved by conservation biologists, land use planners, and policy makers joining forces to develop a common dialogue, partnerships, policies, implementation, and enforcement. 
We welcome you to attend SCB's annual meeting and participate in our workshop to discuss how we can bridge the divide between land use planning and conservation biology. 

In addition, we ask that you complete the following brief survey so that we may better understand the needs of planners, agency biologists, consulting biologists, and policy makers. 
In addition to completing the survey yourself, please ask your partners and colleagues to complete the survey (and attend the meeting and workshop). 
The results of this survey will be available to participants at the workshop and on request by email following the workshop. In addition, a pamphlet describing land use and conservation resources in California will be available at the workshop.
Instructions: Please complete the survey and email your responses to Liz Chattin, elizabeth.chattin@ventura.org by April 30th.

1. I am a:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Environmental consultant/planner
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local government land use planner

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local, State or Federal agency biologist

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consulting biologist

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University biologist

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit staff member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elected official

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, please state organization and title

2. In what jurisdiction(s) do you work? 
     
3. In the jurisdiction(s) where you work, please rank (1 highest, 5 lowest) the top five obstacles preventing the protection of natural areas (please don’t hesitate to add your own top 5):
      Unfunded natural areas protection mandates
      Inadequate funding for natural areas acquisition, management, or restoration
      Lack of local government political support for natural areas protection

      Lack of an Open Space District or some other entity to manage natural areas
      Existing protections not adequately implemented or enforced
      Zoning ordinance that is counterproductive to natural areas protection

      Inadequate General Plan policies to protect open space

      Prohibitively expensive natural areas

      Dysfunctional in-lieu fee programs

      Little to no mapped information regarding the natural areas needing protection

      Other, please explain      
Comments:     


4. What policies, programs, and/or organizations exist in your jurisdiction that are successfully achieving natural areas protection (please check as many as are appropriate to your jurisdiction and add any not listed here)? 
Examples:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adequately funded local government programs (general fund, fees, etc.) for natural areas protection
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grant funded program implementing local government mandates

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adequate General Plan Policies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Successful litigation cases achieving natural areas protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biological Overlay Zone

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adequate CEQA mitigation measures to protect natural areas

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Zoning Ordinance to allow the creation of parcels specifically zoned for conservation purposes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other Biological Resource Protection Ordinances

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Williamson Act (Land Conservation Act) Program to promote protection of Open Space

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Natural Communities Conservation Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Active Land Trusts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Active State Conservancies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local Government Open Space District

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Others:      
5. Do you feel that cumulative impacts are adequately evaluated in your district? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If so, what tools do you use to evaluate cumulative impacts?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maps

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Aerial Imagery

 FORMCHECKBOX 
GIS Maps and Modeling

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      
If not, what tools do you believe would better enable your jurisdiction to evaluate cumulative impacts? 

     
Thank you for your participation! Your input is appreciated.

 Sincerely, 

Liz Chattin, Christina Danko & Stephanie Pincetl 

Elizabeth Chattin

Planning Division Biologist

elizabeth.chattin@ventura.org 

Phone: 805-654-5193
Fax: 805-654-2509

