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2010 Smith Conservation Fellows Announced
The Society for Conservation Biology and the Cedar Tree Foundation announce the recipients of the 2010 David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship. The Smith Fellowship, the nation’s premier post doctoral program in conservation biology, seeks to find solutions to the most pressing conservation chal​lenges in the United States. Each Fellow’s research is conducted in partnership with a major academic institution and “on the ground” conservation organization to help bridge the gap be​tween theory and application. The following fellowship recipi​ents were selected on January 12 from a pool of highly qualified recent Ph D’s from around the world:
Clare Aslan will complete a project titled, “Dissecting taxon substitution: Can nonnative mutualists rescue native species from extinction?” under the academic mentorship of  Dr. Erika Zavaleta at the University of California, Santa Cruz and in partnership with Dr. Robert Robichaux of the Hawaiian Silversword Foundation.
Keryn Gedan will complete a project titled, “Ecosystem services provided by shellfish: Improving water quality in nutrient-polluted estuaries” under the academic mentorship of Dr. Denise Breitburg at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center and in partnership with Dr. Rob Brumbaugh of The Nature Conservancy.
Liana Joseph will complete a project titled, “Implications for farming as a conservation tool: Consumer preference for the wild” under the academic mentorship of Dr. Franck Courchamp at the Université Paris Sud and in partnership with Dr. Kent Redford of the Wildlife Conservation Society.
Benjamin Sikes will complete a project titled, “Utilizing natural soil biotic communities to enhance ecosystem resilience and re​covery” under the academic mentorship of Dr. Christine Hawkes at the University of Texas at Austin and working in partnership with Dr. Doria Gordon of The Nature Conservancy 
and Dr. Eric Menges of Archbold Biological Station.

While the Fellows’ research projects focus on urgent conservation issues, they also learn first hand about the challenges and rewards of conservation applications. The program’s focus is to enlarge their profes​sional opportunities and ensure future suc​cess by helping them build relationships in the conservation and research commu​nities and by providing opportunities for professional development through targeted workshops and training events.

The late Dr. David H. Smith, founder of the Cedar Tree Founda​tion, was a pediatrician, inventor and  conservationist. He estab​lished the Smith Fellowship in 1998 with a grant to The Nature Conservancy. In 2005 the Fellowship was broadened to include the broader conservation community and is now administered by the Society for Conservation Biology. The Smith Fellowship seeks to identify and support early-career scientists who will shape the growth of applied conservation biology. Request for proposals for the 2011 Class of Smith Fellows will be announced in June 2010. For more information see the Smith Fellows web​site at www.SmithFellows.org. For more information contact: Shonda Foster at 202-234-4133 ext.101.
Former SCB Executive Director Alan Thornhill Named Science Advisor to MMS Director

Dr. Alan Thornhill, who served as Director of SCB for the past eight years, has been named Science Advisor to the US Department of the Interior’s Minerals Management Service Director Liz Birnbaum. Thornhill will assist Director Birnbaum in the review of scientific and technical data that will ensure the effective management of energy resources located on the nation’s Outer Continental Shelf —including the development of offshore renewable energy — and the environmentally safe exploration, development, and production of oil and natural gas. “I’m delighted to have Alan Thornhill as my science advisor,” said Birnbaum. “Alan has proven himself to be a leader in his field and his expertise will be sought often as we develop our offshore renewable energy program and continue the environmentally safe development of our nation’s offshore natural resources.” 
Best wishes to Alan in his new position!
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2010 Society for Conservation Biology Awards2010 Society for Conservation Biology Awards
SCB has honored five individuals and one organization for their outstanding contributions to advancing the science and practice of conserving Earth’s biological diversity. Recipients of the 2010 awards were nominated by members of SCB, selected by the Awards Committee, and approved by the Board of Governors. The awards will be presented during the 2010 annual meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Steve Beissinger, Chair of the Awards Committee, noted that all of the 2010 awardees are recognized “not only for their extraordinary contributions to conservation biology research, but also for applying scientific findings to improved conservation management and policy.”
EDWARD T. LAROE III MEMORIAL AWARD
The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given to an individual who has made major research contributions to conservation biology and has been a leader in translating their work to inform policy. The award honors the memory of Ted LaRoe, the first Director of the U.S. Biological Survey. Ted was a marine biologist who believed that scientists not only have a responsibility to conduct high quality research that is relevant to policy and management, but also to communicate results and inferences from that research to those making policy and management decisions. The intent of the LaRoe award is to recognize the innovative application of science to resource management and policy by scientists. 
David Schindler is honored for his extraordinary scientific contributions to the understanding of aquatic ecosystems, biogeochemistry, water security, and climate change, and for inspiring education and engagement of the public. Prof. Schlinder currently holds the Killam Memorial Chair and is Professor of Ecology in the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Alberta. Previous to this appointment, he served as Research Scientist and Project Leader for the Experimental Limnology Program of the Freshwater Institute of the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Prof. Schindler’s pioneering approach to whole-lake manipulation identified the role of phosphorus in eutrophication to cause the elimination of phosphates in laundry detergent. He is the author of about 300 scientific publications concerning aquatic ecosystems, biogeochemistry, hydrology, and water security. He has also been an effective contributor to water and ecosystem policy in several nations, and has been a champion of scientific literacy and policy involvement by the public. 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS are given to acknowledge distinguished service in any field associated with conservation biology for individuals or institutions from academia, government, and affiliations outside academia and government.
Idelisa Bonnelly de Calventi, (Retired University Professor, Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, and President, FUNDEMAR) is honored for her extraordinary contributions to the development of policy and management strategies that promote marine conservation in the Caribbean region. Prof. Idelisa Bonnelly is arguably the mother of marine conservation for the Dominican Republic, and is one of the most well respected marine biologists in Latin America. She has made strong contributions to the advancement of science-based conservation in this country by helping to usher through environmental laws, designate several protected areas, and teach two generations of conservation biologists within the country. She has also been an avid promoter for woman in sciences and has been a role model for hundreds of young Latin American researchers.
Mohamed Malik (Chief Conservator of Wildlife, Pakistan Forestry Dept.) is being recognized for his four decades of dedicated commitment to furthering the cause of biodiversity conservation particularly in the Northwest Frontier Province of Pakistan, his influence on the national scene and his effect on the region. As a career Government of Pakistan Forest Officer since 1967, Dr. Mohammad Mumtaz Malik has served his country in a number of capacities from Forest Ranger at the Pakistan National Forest Institute to various Divisional Forest Officer positions in the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) to his current position as Chief Conservator Wildlife, NWFP. Dr. Malik has built an effective conservation program that has expanded the traditional role of the Forest Department to encompass a more comprehensive inclusion of biological diversity issues by creating an expanded series of protected areas, new areas of research, better trained personnel and innovative programs of public awareness.
John Paul Rodriguez (Associate Investigator, Centro de Ecología, Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Científicas (IVIC), Caracas, Venezuela) is being recognized for using science to solve conservation challenges faced by threatened species and ecosystems in Venezuela, for work on policy and capacity building in Latin America, and for his contributions to SCB, IUCN and international conservation. Dr. Rodriguez coauthored the Red Book of Venezuelan Fauna, which was followed by governmental decrees designating Venezuelan threatened species and banning their hunting. He was the founding President of the Austral and Neotropical America Section, and served on the Board of Governors of the Society for Conservation Biology. 
Marine Mammal Commission (independent agency of the Executive Branch of the U.S. government) is being recognized for providing important leadership on the use of science in conservation policy that has had a profound impact on marine mammal and marine ecosystem science. The Commission has shaped marine conservation by using innovative, anticipatory analysis of problems, and by developing creative solutions that interweave biological and social sciences. The Commission’s contributions reflect the proactive approach and critical judgments and analyses of its staff, commissioners, and advisors in the face of scientific and social complexity for nearly four decades. 
Early Career Conservationist Award is for achievement by professionals early in their careers (no more than 10 years since leaving school). SCB does not apply an age criterion in order to enable eligibility for individuals who might have come to conservation as a second career.
Julien Olden (Assistant Professor, School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences, University of Washington) is being recognized for extraordinary scientific contributions to global conservation ecology at an early career stage, and for leadership in the field. Five years after completing his Ph.D. at Colorado State University, Dr. Olden has published over 85 papers and has become internationally recognized for developing a quantitative framework for investigating biotic homogenization. He has made important contributions to the study of the establishment and spread of invasive aquatic species. He was a D.H. Smith Post-Doctoral Fellow with SCB before assuming his current position.
CALL FOR 2010 AWARD NOMINATIONS
Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award
The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given annually to an individual with a distinguished record of research and outstanding application of science to the conservation of our biological resources. The intent of the award is to recognize the innovative application of science to resource management and policy. Although all scientists are eligible for the award, because of Edward LaRoe’s distinguished career as a public servant, preference is given to employees of governmental resource management agencies or science agencies.
Nominations should be in the form of a nominating letter, two letters of support, and the resume of the nominee. Nominations must be received by 1 October 2010.
Distinguished Service Awards
SCB annually presents up to five awards to individuals or institutions for distinguished service in the field of conservation biology. Nominations can be for individuals or institutions working in academia, government, non-government organizations, journalism and other institutions.
Nominations for individuals or institutions, including a nomination form and a minimum of two supporting letters, must be received by 1 October 2010. The form is available at http://conbio.org/SCB/Activities/Awards/. Letters and the form must be submitted as a single document in Word. 
Early Career Conservationist Award is for achievement by professionals early in their careers (no more than 10 years since leaving school). SCB will not apply an age criterion in order to enable eligibility for individuals who might have come to conservation as a second career.
Nomination forms can be found at http://www.conbio.org/Activities/Awards. Please send nominations for all awards to Steven Beissinger (beis@berkeley.edu). If the nominator does not have internet access, contact Steven Beissinger, Dept. of Environmental Science, Policy &Management, 137 Mulford Hall, University of California, Berkeley, CA.
Donations to SCB promote the science of conservation biology and protect the diversity of life on Earth

• Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual funds. If you donate equities owned more than a year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and reduce income tax by deducting the fair market value as a charitable contribution.
• Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest may reduce taxes on your estate.
Please send donations to
Society for Conservation Biology
1017 O Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20001-4229 USA
1-202-234-4133 2010 Annual Meeting • 3–7 July • Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
2010 Annual Meeting • 3–7 July • Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Meeting updatesupdates
Meeting Theme: Conservation for a Changing Planet
REGULAR CONGRESS RATE DEADLINE – 30 MAY 2010
Register and sign up for news updates at: www.conbio.org/2010. 
Plan to attend the premier international conservation science congress for 2010: ICCB 2010.
Developing conservation strategies to cope with our changing planet is arguably the greatest challenge facing today’s world and its biodiversity. Having received 60% more abstract submissions than any other SCB congress to date, we are expecting that ICCB 2010 will bring over 2,000 of the world’s conservation professionals together to address global conservation challenges under the theme of Conservation for a Changing Planet.
An exciting, comprehensive scientific program has been designed featuring 88 symposium and oral paper sessions that cover the hottest topics in conservation science. Symposium topics include: impacts and conservation solutions to Canada’s oil sands; using natural ecosystems to store carbon in the context of climate change; bridging the science-policy gap to achieve large scale conservation; nature conservation in human dominated landscapes; and many more (go to www.conbio.org/2010 for a full listing).
On-line registration is open!
Take advantage of the regular congress rates which end on May 30, 2010. SCB members save on registration fees, so be sure to renew your membership. Note: this year delegates have the option of paying in $USD or $CAD. 
Sponsorship
With an expected attendance of over 2,000 people, sponsorship plays a key role in ensuring that the Congress is a success. If you would like to be a sponsor, or if you can recommend an organization that would like to sponsor the world’s largest international congress for conservation biology, please contact Catherine Shier at 2010sponsors@conbio.org. 
Exhibitors
At the time of writing only 11of 60 exhibitor booths remain. To view available booth locations, go to http://www.conbio.org/activities/meetings/2010/register/FloorPlan.cfm. Register for your booth now before they are all gone! 
Fieldtrips and Excursions
In addition to an excellent scientific program, you’ll have a chance to experience Edmonton and Alberta during the numerous planned field trips and excursions. These trips range from general-interest commercial trips to customized trips which have been designed specially for conservation biologists (e.g. a trip to Alberta’s Oil Sands). 
Plan to bring your family with you. There is a lot to see and do in and around Edmonton. For more complete fieldtrip information and suggestions for excursions, go to http://www.conbio.org/activities/meetings/2010/fieldtrip.cfm. 
Volunteers
The ICCB 2010 steering committee is looking for volunteers to help with various tasks such as audio-visual, moderators, social events, and more. Meet new people and local organizers so that you can have the inside scoop on the hottest things to do in Edmonton. Contact Dr. Glynnis Hood at ghood@ualberta.ca for more information.
Help us spread the word
• Forward this newsletter to your colleagues and encourage them to attend ICCB 2010
• Go to www.conbio.org/2010 and download posters and pamphlets that can be displayed at key locations at your place of work
Reserve your accommodation
Book your accommodation now and receive the preferred accommodation rates available only to ICCB delegates. Accommodation information can be viewed at http://www.conbio.org/activities/meetings/2010/visitor/accommodation.cfm 
We look forward to seeing you in Edmonton this July! 
On behalf of the ICCB 2010 Steering Committee,
Mark S. Boyce
ICCB 2010 Chair
Updates from Working Groups and Regional Sections
Oceania

Mining on New Zealand Conservation Estate
The NZ government has identified land currently excluded from mining under Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act for re-evaluation of its mining potential.
http://www.doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/consultations/current/mining-and-conservation-land/. Schedule 4 includes public conservation land.
The links below provide access to the discussion document. The Government has decided that the conservation values in the vast majority of Schedule 4 areas do outweigh the mineral potential, particularly in the case of Kahurangi and Mount Aspiring National Parks. However, they have targeted areas that will be of interest for mineral investors. Submissions are due on the discussion paper by 5pm on May 4th.
Discussion paper 
http://www.med.govt.nz/upload/71967/Schedule%204%20stocktake%20-%20Discussion%20paper%20_with%20maps_.pdf 
Appendix 1 
http://www.med.govt.nz/upload/71967/Schedule%204%20stocktake%20-%20Appendix%201%20_with%20maps_.pdf 
SCB Chapter in Wellington
A group of students at Victoria University of Wellington are setting up a SCB chapter in Wellington. It’ll be the first Oceania chapter. They hope to get involved in conservation in the area and play a role helping with the international SCB conference in Christchurch in 2011. If you’re interested in getting involved, please contact Nicky on Nicola.Nelson@vuw.ac.nz.
SCB 2011 Conference
Dates have now been set for the SCB Conference in 2011. The 25th Annual Conference of SCB will be held in Christchurch 29th November – 2nd December 2011.
SCB-Oceania Conference in 2012
Where should we hold the SCB-Oceania Conference in 2012? Are you willing to host it? The SCB-O board is looking for ideas and hosts for the SCB-Oceania conference in 2012. Contact James Watson, SCB-O Board President, if you’d like to volunteer or discuss options: james.jameswatson@gmail.com 
If you’re reading this newsletter and are interested in what SCB-O are up to, then consider joining our section: http://www.conbio.org/Sections/
If anyone has anything they’d like to see added to the next newsletter (required by June 1st 2010), please contact Nicky on Nicola.Nelson@vuw.ac.nz
Nicola Nelson 
Europe

The site of the third European Congress of Conservation Biology (ECCB) has been decided. The congress will be held in Glasgow on August 28 - September 1 in 2012, with Owen Nevin as chair of the local organising committee. It is the ambition of the section to make this event an even bigger success than the second congress that was held in Prague in August 2009. One important achievement at that meeting was the policy message from the ECCB to the European Union environmental ministers on the need for priority actions rather than visions. The message stresses that short term economic and development interests systematically undervalue biodiversity and ecosystem functions, and that the loss of biodiversity threatens long term sustainability of human endeavours and resilience of ecosystem processes upon which humankind depends. The message also offers the co-operation and help with scientific knowledge and input in policy work to address these issues, for instance within the framework of the development of an Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biological Diversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES; http://ipbes.net). The message from Prague was presented at the EU High-level Meeting: “Visions for Biodiversity Beyond 2010 – People, Ecosystem Services and the Climate Crisis” held in Strömstad, Sweden in September 2009.
The European Section has appointed some new committee chairs and other assignments. A new member of the SCB-ES Board of Directors – Rob Marrs (University of Liverpool) will lead the Education Committee, Gábor Lövei will chair the membership committee, and Nuno Curado will chair the Student Affairs Ad-Hoc Committee for the coming three years. During 2010 and 2011 Barbara Mihok will run the secretariat of the Europe section. She is based in Hungary and can be reached at europe@conbio.org.
A new Ad-Hoc committee focusing on conservation biology research in the Mediterranean region has been formed. The Mediterranean basin is characterized by rainless summers, ancient cultures, and an ecological orientation towards the sea. Phenomena such as wildfire, anthropogenic landscapes, rapid urbanization, cultural landscape conservation, and a shared marine environment are common to conservation biologists in the region. EU funding agencies have long recognized these common interests; hence there are specific programs (such as MedWet and ENPI) which focus on multinational cooperation for conservation issues of mutual concern in the Mediterranean basin. Linda Olsvig-Whittaker at the Israel Nature and Parks Authority in Jerusalem, Israel will chair this new committee. She can be reached at email: Linda.Whittaker@npa.org.il. If you are interested in joining this committee, please contact her. Tasks for this new committee include identification of common themes, interests and goals, establishing research networks, and regional planning of conservation efforts. The Mediterranean ad hoc committee aims at becoming a bridge to the African, Asian and Marine Sections, and admits participation from members who are not in Europe, but do work in the Mediterranean region.
Linda Laikre
Marine

2nd International Marine Conservation Congress
Victoria, Canada 14-18 May 2011
“Making Marine Science Matter”
The Marine Section of the Society for Conservation Biology (with the assistance of the Society for Conservation Biology’s Social Science Working Group) will be hosting the Second International Marine Conservation Congress (IMCC2) from 14-18 May 2011 at the Victoria Convention Center, British Columbia, Canada.
New themes for this conference include:
• Innovative techniques and technology for marine conservation;
• The Human dimension for marine conservation;
• International treaties and marine conservation; and
• The changing Arctic
Themes that were launched at the First International Marine Conservation Congress and which will continue to be priority areas for the second Congress include:
• Marine conservation awareness and outreach;
• Climate change and the oceans;
• Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture;
• Conservation at the land/sea interface; and
• Marine Protected Area effectiveness and Marine Spatial Planning
In addition to IMCC2, there will be opportunities for 4 days of pre-congress workshops and symposia (10-14th May 2011) at the University of Victoria, British Columbia.
During interactive symposia and workshops, we will challenge participants to go beyond one-way communication. Each of these sessions will address specific topics within major themes and develop innovative solutions to current conservation challenges. Symposium organizers will invite a select group of speakers and devise creative ways to facilitate discussion. Workshops will consist of multi-disciplinary teams focused on crafting policy and management recommendations, briefings, conservation action plans, white papers or peer-reviewed publications.
The Congress organizers can also assist agencies, NGOs and other groups to organize receptions and academic or social events with a variety of venues available, including rooms at the conference center, at the adjacent Empress Hotel or the nearby Maritime Museum.
The Congress will open on 14th May with an evening reception at the Shaw Aquarium, Sidney, near Victoria. The event will close on the evening of 18th May with a final reception at the Royal BC Museum, Victoria.
The first International Marine Conservation Congress was held on 20-24 May 2009 at George Mason University near Washington D.C. The meeting brought over 1,200 scientists, managers and policy makers together, with over 16 simultaneous conference sessions, symposia and workshops, and over a twenty associated events, training sessions and activities, making it one of the largest academic marine conservation conferences ever held. Don’t miss the opportunity to be a part of the next step in this critical process!
Important Deadlines and Dates:
1 August 2010 – Deadline for symposium and workshop proposal submission
1 December 2010 – Deadline for poster and spoken presentation abstracts
Chris Parsons
Social Science Working Group 

2010 SSWG Elections
The Social Science Working Group (SSWG) is holding elections for 5 seats on the SSWG Board. Individuals elected to board seats are responsible for chairing a working group committee, facilitating participation of their disciplinary colleagues in SCB activities, and supporting the working group’s mission, vision, and goals. Please vote--make your voice heard! 
At-large Representative
Sarah Bexell (Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, China)
Meredith Gore (Michigan State University, USA)
At-large Representative (Student)
Christina Ellis (University of Melbourne, Australia)
Jennifer Thornhill (George Mason University, USA)
Economics Representative 
Murray Rudd (University of York, UK)
Political Science Representative 
Daniel Miller (University of Michigan, USA)
Sociology Representative 
Steven Brechin (Syracuse University, USA) 

Thank you for voting and supporting all of the candidates who are willing to dedicate their time to SCB and the SSWG! For questions about the SSWG elections, please contact SSWG Treasurer and Nominations Committee Chair Mike Mascia at michael.mascia@wwfus.org. 
Social Science Content and SSWG Events at the 2010 SCB Meeting in Edmonton
The 2010 ICCB in Edmonton will feature a great many opportunities to experience the social science side of conservation. There are more than a dozen workshops and short courses on the social aspects of conservation, including the SSWG’s landmark recurring short course on “The role of the social sciences in conservation planning” (SC21 – this short course number, as with the course, workshop, and symposium numbers below, will help direct you to the proper session on the ICCB website). Other workshops and courses address themes as diverse as the professional challenges of working under outdated (but still-widespread) conservation paradigms (W29); conservation and collaboration with indigenous peoples (W20); the role of natural scientists in the policy process (SC47); communications skills for engaging communities (SC69-70); methods for applying social science to conservation problems (SC 58); integrating religion in conservation (W39); and many others. There are also more than 15 different symposia on social themes in conservation, including financing conservation (SY15); setting policy priorities for North American conservation (SY4); contributions of psychology and political science to conservation design (SY67); trade-offs between economic growth and conservation (SY7); integrated approaches to conservation planning (SY9, SY23); payment schemes for environmental services (SY10); benefits and challenges of collaborative conservation (SY32); broadening conservation goals to include social considerations (SY19); understanding illegal behavior in conservation (SY25); the ecological and human dimensions of large mammal conservation (SY28); and many more. For a full list and descriptions of all workshops, short courses, and symposia, please see the scientific program page of the ICCB website (www.conbio.org/2010). The general sessions organized around contributed papers, though not set at press time, also promise substantive social science content. Check out the ICCB website soon for details!
Also featured in Edmonton will be two public meetings of the Social Science Working Group to which everyone is welcome: the SSWG business meeting on July 4th at lunchtime (exact time and place TBA), and a social event co-sponsored by the SSWG and the SCB Oceania Section on the evening of July 4th. The social event will be held at the Central Park Lounge of the Sutton Place Hotel (time TBA).
For more information about social science content at ICCB 2010, please contact SSWG Vice President and Program Committee Chair Rich Wallace at rwallace@ursinus.edu. 
SSWG Partnering on Canadian Project: ‘Conservation and Collaboration with Aboriginal Peoples’
The SSWG is a partner in an initiative, led by SSWG Membership Committee Chair Robin Roth, to facilitate the development of a ‘Best Practices and Lessons Learned’ document on collaborating with Aboriginal peoples on conservation projects. The project, titled “Conservation and Collaboration with Aboriginal Peoples: Best Practices and Lessons Learned”, was recently awarded $85,000 in funding by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada through its Public Outreach and Dissemination competition. The funding will bring representatives from ten Canadian Aboriginal communities and the scientists and/or policy makers with whom they collaborate to a workshop being held in Edmonton immediately prior to the SCB meeting. The workshop will allow Aboriginal representatives to discuss their experiences working with conservation scientists and policy makers and to develop a best practices and lessons learned document to be presented to participants of a workshop by the same name during the SCB meeting (W20, also referenced above). The document will then be further refined, circulated amongst Aboriginal communities unable to attend and then disseminated to Parks Canada, the popular press and the wider community of conservation scientists. In addition to the SSWG, Walpole Island First Nation, the Tribal Parks Initiative and Reflection Communications are all partners on the project. Dr. Brian Thom, treaty negotiator on conservation and environmental issues for the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group in British Columbia, and Mr. Eli Enns, member of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation and the Tribal Parks Initiative in Tofino, British Columbia, are both collaborators on the project. The SSWG is pleased that we were able to help a significant number of Aboriginal delegates to participate in the upcoming SCB meeting in Edmonton, and we look forward to facilitating the dissemination of the resulting document which promises to strengthen the capacity to collaborate with Aboriginal peoples on issues of mutual conservation concern. For further information about the project, please contact Robin Roth at rothr@yorku.ca.
SSWG Announces Publication of Working Paper #2 
The SSWG announces the publication of the second paper in our Working Paper Series: Taking Emigration and Remittances into Account in Watershed Management. Authored by Carylanna Taylor, a Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology at the University of Florida, the paper uses a mixed method and multi-sited approach to understand the ways in which transnational flows of work​ers and the funds they remit affect livelihood and conservation decisions made around a protected area in Honduras. You can ac​cess this paper at the following website: http://www.conbio.org/workinggroups/sswg/ResPapers.cfm 
The goal of the SSWG Working Paper Series (WPS) is to provide a forum for conservation social science research, especially successful application of social science tools and approaches to conservation policy and practice. It is the intent of the series to promote current research in the final stages of completion. Also, publication in the WPS does not preclude publication elsewhere. The series provides an excellent opportunity for rapid and widespread dissemination of research findings, as well as peer review of written work. If you have a paper that you are interested in submitting, please read the directions for submission on our website at: http://www.conbio.org/workinggroups/SSWG/ResPapers.cfm 
or contact David Hoffman, SSWG WPS Editor and Education Committee Chair, at sswgwps@conbio.org.
SSWG Congratulates 2010 SCB Distinguished Service Award Recipients
Finally, the SSWG is delighted to celebrate the honoring of two recipients of the 2010 SCB Distinguished Service Award whose work in the social realm has led to generations of successful conservation programs: the U.S. Marine Mammal Commission (www.mmc.gov) and Idelisa Bonnelly de Calventi (Professor Emerita, Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic). While Dr. Bonnelly and representatives of the Commission should be on hand in Edmonton to accept the awards, the SSWG is pleased to note that the Commission’s Executive Director, Dr. Tim Ragen, is also one of the organizers of the “professional challenges of conservation paradigms” workshop (W29) mentioned above. 
News and Notes in the Humanities 
At the March 2010 American Society for Environmental History (ASEH) Annual Conference in Portland, Oregon, I chaired and co-organized a (lively!) roundtable on “The Humanities in Response to Ecological Crises.” Our panelists were drawn from three professional groups—ASEH (Paul Hirt), SCB (David Johns), and ASLE (Rochelle Johnson, Kevin Maier--ASLE is the Association for Study of Literature & Environment). We discussed exploring the human dimensions of ecological crises through research, pedagogy, and practice, and the contributions of humanities perspectives to understanding and solving those crises. 
Discussing the opportunities and pitfalls of collaboration across disciplines, environmental historian Paul Hirt offered some advice for avoiding tokenism or sidelining when bridging disciplinary divides: “The best results are when you as a humanities scholar are at the table actively shaping your role; or better yet if you are one of the co-PIs conceptualizing the project from the start.” Paul also suggested some ways to get to that table, including seeking formal affiliation with an interdisciplinary program; cross-listing your courses or team-teaching with members of other disciplines; serving as a humanities scholar on an interdisciplinary research grant and suggesting humanities questions to be incorporated into the project; or proposing your own interdisciplinary project and recruiting scholars in other disciplines with whom you’d like to work. Natural scientists seeking human dimensions connections might try similar approaches in reaching out to humanities colleagues. 
Thinking about such themes, I was taken with a recent documentary by public radio host Bob Edwards (http://www.bobedwardsradio.com/bob-edwards-weekend/), “Kansas to Kandahar,” on a new cross-sector program of the US military, the training and deployment of Human Terrain Teams. As his website describes, “The idea is to incorporate social scientists and cultural anthropologists into military units on the front lines to help better understand and solve the conflicts and misunderstandings that arise between the local population and the troops.” His interviews focus on the big challenges and big payoffs of the interdisciplinary integration of these teams, embedded into regular army units and deployed to Afghanistan. The podcast is available at his program’s website. 
Kate Christen (christenc@si.edu)
Humanities Representative
Board of Governors
News from SCB Committees
Education and Student Affairs committee 
Activities for the coming year 
Mentoring student abstracts 
This year will be the third year that we will have provided abstract mentoring for ESL students at the International Congress of Conservation Biology. The scheme has been a success, with very positive feedback from both mentors and mentees.
Student oral and poster presentation awards 
For the oral presentation award, the SAC gathers extended abstracts submitted by students, organizes reviewers, selects and contacts finalists, organizes review of the 12 finalists at the meeting, and awards prizes at the meeting. For the poster award, the SAC works with the EO to help convene the award offered for the last three years by the Zoological Society of London. These awards will be re-proposed at ICCB 2010.
Courses at global meetings 
SAC has successfully organized short courses on paper writing at past meetings. The attendance of such courses, given by editors in chief of top conservation journals, has always been very high. Given the very positive response from students, we are planning to re-propose these courses in the future and extend them to other like paper reviewing and grant writing.
New! Spotlight on student research
This scheme will be started to highlight the profile of its student members outside of the annual meetings, given that not all students can afford to attend these meetings. The concept is to competitively select a student from one of our regional sections on a revolving basis, and profile that student in SCB’s media. The profile would feature details of their research, as well as a broader description of their involvement in conservation biology. Those profiled will be competitively selected by a panel of judges based on the quality of their research and their contribution to conservation efforts.
New! More online resources for conservation students 
The Student Affairs Committee already provides a number of resources for students on the website, primarily aimed at students attending meetings. Since the ICCB occurs every two years, we would like to provide a far more interactive experience. 
Visit scb-students.wikispaces.com to find:
 A forum for students to discuss conservation-related topics. 
 A database for grants, scholarships and other funding schemes. 
 A page listing all the forthcoming events relevant to SCB students: conferences, courses, summer schools. 
 All other news relevant to SCB e.g. newsletter, elections
 Surveys aimed at getting your feedback on SCB activities and improving our work for you. 
The Wiki format makes it easy for anyone to add his or her own event or news, so feel free to use it! All you need to do is register via the Wiki-site. There is also an option to receive notices (RSS feed) whenever new activities or news are placed in the site.
One of the goals of the committee is to be the voice of students, and we encourage you to use the wiki to make yourself heard. 
Piero Visconti, Chair of the Student Affairs sub-committee
David Patrick, Chair of the Conference Awards sub-committee
New ideas?

The Society for Conservation Biology Newsletter is published quarterly. To submit materials or request permission to reprint articles contact the editor, Sharon Collinge, sharon.collinge@colorado.edu. Decisions concerning publication rest with the editor. 
The newsletter is meant to serve the members and needs of the society. If you have new ideas about content, format, or style of the newsletter, please send them to sharon.collinge@colorado.edu. Thank you! 
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Update from SCB’s Policy Program
Edmonton Conference Packs Plenty of Policy Punch
As thousands of you prepare to attend the annual conference, you will see that this year we have more powerful policy-related symposia, workshops and short courses than ever. Our senior team of presenters include Dinah Bear, senior counsel at the White House Council on Environmental Quality for over twenty years and Niel Lawrence, senior attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council who long ago prepared an amicus brief for SCB on conservation biology in Forest Service decisions. We also hope to have a senior staffer from the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and others expert in US, Canadian and international law and the conservation practices those laws require. They will join Policy Director Fitzgerald and Committee Chairman Jeff McNeely, who is always among the most entertaining. These policy experts will present a workshop and a symposium, ands teach one of the most powerful short courses ever taught for scientists who want to leverage their knowledge to change the policies that drive resource management. 
Niel and Dinah are launching and co-chairing a Legal Advisory Team for SCB’s Policy Program that is already drawing interest from senior experts in international and domestic conservation law. We will also have a workshop to discuss the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) that is being created to provide a more powerful platform for independent scientists to advise conservation treaty bodies. Dominick DellaSala will head a symposium sharing real life stories of scientists as policy-changers. And these are just a few of the highlights.
SCB Still Working with Congress to Get “Hypocratic” Right
and to “First, Do No Harm” in Climate Legislation
It is no surprise that fossil fuel companies and their allies are doing their best to secure waivers of existing law in the very bills that Congress is considering in response to the now admitted reality that their greenhouse gases contribute to climate change, the most powerfully destructive pollution in the history of the planet. 
In late March SCB was asked by the staff of Senator Maria Cantwell (D-Washington) to review the bill that she and Senator Collins (R-Maine) have drafted to create a “cap and dividend” system to help control GHG emissions. It has met with considerable popular acclaim given its simplicity and transparent operations and public statements by some that it would not waive the Clean Air Act, among other aspects. We suggested that she ask the President what he could do with his existing authorities, including but not limited to the Clean Air Act, given an apparent lack of the comprehensive plan so far, that SCB had asked the President’s staff to produce in our transition recommendations. We told Senator Cantwell’s staff, who include at least one Ph. D. scientist, that we would compare the bill to the SCB’s climate principles a copy of which we provided them.
In our initial informal response to Cantwell’s office concerning her bill, we suggested that they review with legislative counsel of the Senate and with the General Counsel of the EPA the effect of their providing not only a limit but a mechanism for changing that limit without specifying that EPA retained the authority to reduce those ceilings without a majority vote of Congress as her bill would require for change its limits, in the event that the best available science were to demonstrate the need to reduce them and that the best available technologies were available to do so. We were gratified that her staff were seriously considering the issue and considering adding clarifying language, and as this issue of the newsletter goes to press, we hope she includes a provision expressly retaining EPA’s duty and authority to respond to evolving scientific evidence and technological capacity and that she works to ensure that any other bill does not preempt or limit existing authority, but supplements it.
The House of Representatives climate bill (H.R. 2454) as passed by the House last year waives the Clean Air Act for greenhouse gases. Reports are that the bill being prepared by Senators Kerry, Lieberman and Graham would do the same in exchange for an expected decline in GHGs that is, like the House bill, far more modest and far slower than either that recommended by the IPCC or more recent papers by leading scientists calling for eventual reductions to at least 350 parts per million CO2 (or CO2 equivalent depending on whom you read) from current levels, which are more than 25 parts per million above that and one hundred ppm above pre-industrial levels of CO2.
In CITES (see below) we have just seen how difficult it is to getting the required number of representatives to vote to limit profitable activities for powerful interests, even if the science indicates that the danger to the public or the planet is clear and present and severe. Once we have tools like the Clean Air Act that are designed to be driven by the science, as our climate principles state, we should not give them up lightly.
SCB Comments on Proposed Rules to Control Ground Level Ozone and Puts Agencies on Notice of Their Duty to Consult Under the Endangered Species Act
In March, SCB’s Executive Office prepared and filed, together with the North American Section, formal comments with the Environmental Protection Agency on a rules setting primary and secondary standards to reduce levels of ground-level ozone allowed under the Clean Air Act. While this was technically EPA’s new improved, second regulatory proposal based upon older evidence compiled by the Bush Administration, SCB pointed out three major elements that may have been missing or inadequately considered. These were:
1) Given the increasing knowledge concerning the degree of harm to plants and animals due to exposure to ground level ozone, EPA must give strict scrutiny to levels presumed safe for wildlife, plants, ecosystems and other entities that EPA must protect with its secondary standards as required specifically by the Clean Air Act;
2) Given that ground level ozone is created by the interaction of sunlight and several pollutants, some of which are greenhouse gases or climate forcing agents, EPA should consider the climate change mitigation and adaptation benefits of reducing these elements by way of the rules limiting ground level ozone; and
3) Given the harm done by ozone to a vast array of plants and animals, EPA must by definition formally consult with the expert Fish and Wildlife agencies to fulfill its duties under the ESA not to jeopardize, to help recover, and to specifically set incidental take levels for such harm as will be permitted by allowing any significant ground level ozone to affect species or their critical habitats. 
For more information see www.conbio.org/resources/policy
Applying NEPA to Climate Change and to Mitigation & Monitoring: The Council on Environmental Quality Seeks Comments on Draft Guidance on Green House Gas Emissions and Mitigation and Monitoring
The White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) on February 18th issued draft guidance that would, in essence, set the framework for Federal agency consideration of the environmental impacts of proposed major Federal actions in three areas, two of which may be highly contested. The first is how to measure the impact of both climate change and the climate impacts of Federal decisions affecting both land management and other sources of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). The draft NEPA guidance on climate change when final will require Federal agencies to consider GHGs and climate change when carrying out NEPA reviews. 
Since these are the among the broadest actions by the Obama Administration combining the two highest priority issues for SCB, and since this responds to one of our recommendations to his Transition Team, we are spending more time on it in the newsletter than we might on other issues. 
CEQ proposes exemptions from climate analysis for land management: The proposed guidance would exempt land and resource management actions from this GHG protocol, but it seeks public comment on the appropriate means of assessing the GHG emissions affected by federal land and resource management activities. SCB is on record as recommending that land management actions be included in climate assessments.
The second set of proposed guidance concerns mitigation and monitoring. These could be a very powerful means of holding agencies to account for their promises. We will address these in more detail on our policy website.
A third set of proposed guidance was the second review of categorical exclusions but for a short comment period, ending before the SCB newsletter would be in readers’ hands.
The proposed CEQ Guidance is available on the CEQ website, which is http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initatives/nepa
CEQ will accept public comment on this draft guidance for 90 days. SCB expects to develop and submit comments but Members on their own behalf can submit their individual comments directly to CEQ at http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/nepa/submit?topic=Consideration%20of%20Greenhouse%20Gases . 
If you do prepare comments, send a copy to taskforce@conbio.org to help us develop the comments of SCB. 
SCB Introduces CEQ to the Conserving Power of Wildlife Corridors
At the request of an informal coalition of conservation groups meeting on Monday, March 28th with high level officials from CEQ, the Interior Department and the Agriculture Department, SCB’s Policy Director led off the meeting with an introduction to the science of corridors and connectivity in conservation biology. After noting the irony of having a lawyer do this when the chief science advisor to the Secretary of the Interior was at the same table, Fitzgerald quoted work by senior SCB members Reed Noss, Paul Bier, and others, and proceeded to summarize the science of connectivity in the face of climate change, and offered to CEQ relevant SCB publications including our 2001 book on the top questions in conservation biology (Soulé et al.); the special section in the February 2010 edition of Conservation Biology and a recent edition of Conservation magazine with a particularly useful book review. Fitzgerald pointed out that CEQ could help ensure this was considered by all of the agencies and was itself in charge of two processes where this information was key: the adaptation program called for by the President in his Executive Order of October 5th 2009 and the NEPA climate and mitigation guidance to be completed by CEQ. 
SCB Briefs Legislative Director of the New House Interior Appropriations Chair
The day after briefing CEQ, Fitzgerald led colleagues from the Western Conservation Law Center and the Wildlife Conservation Society in briefing the Legislative Director of Rep. Jim Moran (D-VA), the new chairman of the Interior Subcommittee, and the subcommittee’s staff scientist on our meeting with Administration on connectivity and discussed how they could help further the use of corridors in federal programs that affect federal, state and private land management. 
Secretary Salazar Launches Onshore Oil and Gas Leasing Reforms Preceding the President’s Decision to Open More Areas for Drilling
The Secretary of Interior announced Wednesday, January 6th, 2010, a new set of guidelines for oil and gas leasing on BLM lands and a new Energy Reform Team to coordinate energy-related leasing on federal lands and off-shore. Since then, as noted below, SCB’s executive director, Alan Thornhill, has become the Science Advisor to the Minerals Management Service, which is the main Federal Agency in charge of such leases.
In our Recommendations to the Obama Administration presented in late 2008, SCB recommended that environmental review procedures be applied more rigorously to fossil fuel leases on Federal lands (and offshore waters), and that the systematic reforms be adopted before new oil and gas leases were granted on BLM lands. (pp. 3, 8). On March 3rd, 2009, SCB’s incoming North America Section President, Dominick DellaSala, testified for SCB before the House Natural Resources Committee on climate change and public lands cautioning that leases for fossil fuel extraction be curtailed until the Federal Government had adopted a more comprehensive approach to measuring and limiting Greenhouse Gas Emissions and other net effects of Federal land management decisions, ranging from such important values as securing the least possible net emissions to greatest possible connectivity.
The new DOI initiatives did not go as far as we recommended but they were driven by the same concerns and they are large steps in the right direction. Despite disappointment of many in the President’s decision to open large new areas to oil and gas exploration off the coasts, we hope that the opening of major new areas off the east, Gulf and northern Alaska coasts will require very careful analysis of and choices in alternatives in both fossil and non-fossil-based energy production and conservation, before actual drilling permits are granted. Major new coal leases proposed for BLM lands in Wyoming and elsewhere, for example, deserve very strict scrutiny as well. For more information on the new Interior initiative, go to http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/Secretary-Salazar-Launches-Onshore-Oil-and-Gas-Leasing-Reforms.cfm
MMS Gets a new Science Advisor Just as GAO and PEER Document the Need for One
Since the DOI initiative was announced SCB’s Executive Director, Alan Thornhill, has become the first Science Advisor to the Director of the Minerals Management Service, which determines how most oil and gas leasing offshore will be carried out. Even more recently, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility announced the release of a Government Accountability Office report, which PEER says confirms that MMS continued well into the Obama Administration to treat scientists, scientific findings and recommendations in ways that do not meet best practice standards and possibly not even the legal minimum standards. For example, GAO confirmed that MMS lacks its own specialized NEPA guidance and other fundamental tools for measuring offshore leasing impacts. See, http://www.peer.org/news/news_id.php?row_id=1326. It looks like Alan will have his work cut out for him. We expect to do our best to help MMS meet its legal obligations and to do more than meet the minimum requirements of the law.
For details on SCB’s ESA and Forest Management Act comments see the Policy Pages at www.conbio.org/resources/policy. 
Biological Security 
US Begins Requiring More Information from Importers to 
Help Enforce the Ban on Illegally Harvested Wood Products
April 1, 2010 is the first day of enforcement for information transparency requirements under the Lacey Act for guitars, revolvers, hand tools, pool cues and some furniture. The Lacey Act, as amended, makes it a federal crime to trade in illegal wood products. The ban on trade in illegal wood has been in effect since the law passed on May 22, 2008. The European Union is seeking bilateral agreements with countries promising to have their wood exports checked for legal sourcing though some independent experts and conservation groups note that the European agreements do not so far require proof of complete chain of custody control and other essential elements.
The international NGO, “the Environmental Investigation Agency”, coordinates a coalition helping to enforce the ban that the coalition originally sought from Congress.
For more information on the Lacey Act and illegal logging, visit www.eia-global.org/lacey. 
Treaties
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
The 175-nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) is an international agreement between governments. Its goal is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. Species are listed under three Appendices, which provide different degrees of protection to more than 33,000 species of animals and plants. CITES held its 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) in Doha, Qatar, from March 13th to the 25th, to determine new admission or deletion of species.
Among the issues garnering greatest attention was the failure of the parties to secure the two-thirds majority of those voting to list several marine species that a majority of nations had determined warranted listing. Four proposals to include sharks in CITES Appendix II where trade is allowed but limited to sustainable levels (if the criteria are properly applied) were rejected. Controls on overexploitation of blue fin tuna and red and pink coral were also defeated. Trade controls will be implemented for the holywood, the Brazilian rosewood, some lizards and frogs from Central America, and a salamander from Iran. 
The process raises the question of how to protect species that have been drastically reduced in number due to excess harvesting and international trade or importation from international waters when the vote does not appear to be based on the best available science, but on political direction from governments. SCB will be exploring answers to that question, including limits by individual countries, improved use of other agreements ranging from regional tuna commissions to the Conventions on Migratory Species and Biological Diversity. 
Investment and Procurement
Suit Launched to Challenge Federal Financing of Foreign Fossil Fuel Project
Drawn in part from information provided by the Center for Biological Diversity and Pacific Environment
The Center for Biological Diversity, Pacific Environment, and Turtle Island Restoration Network have notified the U.S. Export Import Bank of their intent to sue the federal agency for financing a liquefied natural gas (LNG) project in Papua New Guinea without analyzing the project’s environmental impacts or complying with the Endangered Species Act.
As noted above, in its late 2008 initial “Recommendations to the Obama Administration…”, SCB asked that the President’s Interior Secretary restore the full geographic scope of the Endangered Species Act’s provisions that are designed to prevent Federal agencies from jeopardizing US listed species. …
The Center et al. are raising the issue again in this litigation:
Today’s notice challenges the Export Import Bank’s failure to analyze the impacts of its project on endangered wildlife in violation of the U.S. Endangered Species Act. The LNG project will be the largest industrial development in Papua New Guinea producing natural gas for overseas markets. The development will cut through rainforest, mangrove, and coral-reef habitat with harmful impacts on biodiversity, including endangered sea turtles and marine mammals. Also, the project will produce than 3 million tons of CO2 every year in direct emissions.
SCB is not a party to the litigation, but if it is successful, the legal action could advance all five issues that SCB has also chosen to emphasize: 
1. climate change (natural gas is cleaner burning than coal but the full life cycle of production can involve significant greenhouse effects) 
2. The integrity of the Endangered Species Act and NEPA
3. the Convention obligation to do an EIS (article 14 of the CBD) on major nationally permitted projects
4. preventing invasive species from using the LNG tankers as a delivery vehicle
5. channeling investment to greener pathways
Read more at the Center’s website: http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2010/lng-03-11-2010.html
Or at Pacific Environment’s site, which can be found at http://www.pacificenvironment.org/ 
OPIC To Slash Portfolio Emissions by 50%
The US has enacted legislation requiring the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) to slash GHGs from the projects it invests in by 50% over the next 15 years. 
OPIC provides support to US companies exporting goods and services to new and emerging markets.As 2009 drew to a close, US President Barack Obama signed into law HR 3288, which includes a requirement that the agency cut emissions from its portfolio by 30% in the next 10 years from June 2008 levels, and by 50% in 15 years, as part of “a revised climate change mitigation plan”.
This is a tightening of OPIC’s target announced in 2007, to cap and reduce its portfolio emissions by 20% in 10 years, or from 54.7 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent to 44Mt in 2016. It also includes for the first time emissions from financial sub-projects, understood to make up a significant portion of OPIC’s portfolio. The legislation also requires stronger overall environmental regulations at OPIC.
SCB was part of the coalition that worked with the committees of the Senate and House to secure these improvements. We were asked by the Committees for our advice and technical assistance. We pressed for greater reductions, but do appreciate the progress.
The same Committees have just asked for our advice on a paper summarizing their global development strategy in preparation for a new Foreign Assistance Act. We expect to work closely with long-time SCB member and newly appointed Science Advisor to US Agency for International Development, Alex Dehgan, in that process (whether or not he wins in his campaign to be elected to the Board of Governors).
Oceania Section Has a New Policy Chair and Policy Committee Representative
Oceania’s Policy Committee chair is also the newest member to the Policy Committee –Wendy Jackson. Ms. Jackson is part of New Zealand’s CITES Management Authority, in the Department of Conservation, the Wellington New Zealand office. Welcome aboard to Wendy.
The Policy Page can be found at www.conbio.org/resources/policy.
John Fitzgerald, Policy Director, SCB

Regional meetings
UCDAVIS
JOHN MUIR INSTITUTE
GRADUATE EDUCATION FOR CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS 
Effective conservation entails a complex combination of biology and sociology; science and entrepreneurialism; strategy and opportunism. Universities struggle with how best to prepare graduate students to enter the world of conservation when business management and conflict resolution training may be as important as population genetics and statistics. How do Universities deliver an effective and broad education in a constrained period of time? What is the responsibility of the student to identify the kind of career in conservation that they want? How do Universities help build professional capacity in the developing world?
RSVP required May 17, 2010
SPECIFICS
SPEAKERS
Dr. Kent Redford,VP for Conservation Strategy, Wildlife Conservation Society
Dr. Peter Kareiva,Director of Science, The Nature Conservancy
Dr. Taylor Ricketts,Director of the Science Program, World Wildlife Fund
Dr. Thomas Brooks,Chief Scientist, NatureServe 
Dr. Miguel Morales,Director, Equatorial Guinea Program,Conservation International
Dr. Andrew Revkin,Journalist, moderatorPace University 
SCHEDULE 
9:00 – 11:00 How do Universities better prepare graduate students for careers in conservation? 11:00 – 12:00 Government agency concerns regarding professional training 
13:30 – 15:30 What should students do to prepare themselves for conservation careers? 
19:30 – 21:00 The future of biodiversity: what can be saved and how will it be saved? 
SPONSORS 
The John Muir Institute of the Environment, Davis Chapter of the Society for Conservation Biology The David and Lucile Packard Foundation, The UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology
HOW TO LEARN MORE 
Website: johnmuir.ucdavis.edu Phone:530.752.JMIE (5643) Contact: Dr. Mark W. Schwartz E-mail:jmie@ucdavis.edu 

Northern Primeval Forests: 
Ecology, Conservation and Management 
Sundsvall, Sweden, August 9-13, 2010 
In spite of long land-use history of forest harvesting and agricul​tural use in many part of the Northern hemisphere, sizeable areas of forest remain unmanaged and largely undisturbed by man’s activities. These remaining primeval forests not only harbor unique conservation and recreational values of global signifi​cance, but also represent important reference areas, critical to our understanding of current forest structure, composition, and processes. The conference aims to review the current status and trends of primeval forests in relation to the loss of forest biodi​versity and to provide a starting point for dedicated and scientifi​cally well founded strategies to deal with the threats to forest biodiversity. Late registration is open until June 15: http://www.prifor2010.org/
Association for Study of Literature & Environment 
Bloomington, Indiana, June 21-26, 2011
The Ninth ASLE Bien​nial Conference will be held at Indiana Univer​sity. The call for papers will soon be posted at: 
http://www.asle.org/site/conferences/bien​nial/
American Society for Environmental History 
Phoenix, Arizona, April 12-16, 2011
“History and Sustainability: 
Stories of Progress, Hubris, Decline, and Resilience”
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: June 30, 2010
http://www.aseh.net/conferences/aseh-s-phoenix-confer​ence-2011/conf-phoenix-program
ASEH 2011 is hosted by Arizona State University, one of the country’s outstanding innovators in sustainability studies, and will be held at the Wyndham Hotel in downtown Phoenix. At the height of springtime, we will have an outstanding set of field trips and special events, including a sustainability workshop sponsored by ASU’s School of Sustainability and the Deci​sion Center for a Desert City, and a workshop on international forestry sponsored by the US Forest Service. Panel, roundtable, individual paper, and poster proposals are invited, with complete session proposals preferred. Each session will have at least 30 minutes for discussion. 
European Society for Environmental History
Turku, Finland, 28 June - 2 July 2011 
“Encounters of Sea and Land” 
The online submission form for sessions, papers, and posters is at: http://eseh2011.utu.fi/cfp. (Conference language is English.) This midsummer 2011 conference in Turku will be analytic, interactive and conversational. Participants choose from 5 ses​sion formats: 1) Successive paper presentations; 2) Roundtables on themes formulated in advance; 3) Debates between several participants on environmental issues; 4) Contests between two debaters; 5) Sessions with commented visualizations, such as paintings, drawings, photos or films.
Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS)
SCCS is strengthening the careers of young conservation scien​tists around the world through events in Cambridge, Bangalore and New York.
The Student Confer​ence on Conservation Science is the only international confer​ence aimed entirely at students. It helps young conservation scientists gain experience, learn new ideas and make contacts that will be valuable for their future careers. 
The 2011 Conference in Cambridge, UK
March 22-24, 2011
Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge, UK
The conference is designed for young conservation researchers from biological, environmental and geography departments of universities as well as conservation and resource management agencies. If you would like to come to our next conference, please fill in our application form at:
http://www.sccs-cam.org/index.htm
The 2010 Conference in Bangalore, India
June 16-18, 2010
Indian Institute of Science
The Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS) – Bangalore brings together young researchers in conservation science to facilitate interaction, encourage exchange of research ideas and methods, and help build contacts and capacity. As a sister conference to SCCS-Cambridge, SCCS-Bangalore will focus on attracting students primarily from countries in South and South-east Asia. Abstract submission is now closed, but you can still register to attend the conference:
http://www.sccs-bng.org/
The 2010 Conference in New York, USA
November 3-5, 2010
American Museum of Natural History
In November 2010, the American Museum of Natural History’s Center for Biodiversity and Conservation will host SCCS-NY, the Student Conference on Conservation Science in New York City. Designed for graduate students, recent post-doctoral fel​lows, and early-career researchers, the conference specifically targets those pursuing or considering a profession in conserva​tion science. 
SCCS-NY is a unique opportunity for those beginning their careers to present their work before established leaders in sci​ence, policy, and management. In addition to formal presenta​tions, there will be numerous opportunities to interact with senior-level conservation professionals at workshops, informal gatherings, and networking events.
SCCS-NY is a sister conference to the highly successful SCCS-Cambridge, begun in 2000 by the University of Cambridge, and the newly developed SCCS-Bangalore.
http://symposia.cbc.amnh.org/sccsny/
The 2010 International meeting of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation
“Tropical biodiversity: 
surviving the food, energy and climate crisis”
19-23 July 2010; Bali, Indonesia
Join us in the Indonesian archipelago, home to some of the most spectacular biological and cultural diversity on Earth, for a celebration of Tropical Nature and a global discussion about its conservation.
http://atbc2010.org/
Regional meetings
Raja Ampat islands of West Papua, Photo by Tim LamanRegional meetings and courses
2010 Hawai’i Conservation Conference
August 4-6, 2010
Hawai’i Convention Center, Honolulu, Hawai’i
Ecosystem management and restoration in Hawai‘i and across the Pacific continues to evolve. Over the past decade landown​ers, communities, agencies, and governments have begun to work together more collaboratively, utilizing diverse knowledge systems and decision-making approaches. The 2010 HCC will highlight success stories from Hawai‘i, New Zealand, Micro​nesia, and other Pacific Islands. Join us in an exploration of this emerging trend in ecosystem management and restoration through formal presentations, informal discussions, and other opportunities to talk story with scientists and citizens, cultural practitioners and researchers.
http://hawaiiconservation.org/2010hcc.asp
International Conference on Biodiversity Conservation in Transboundary Tropical Forests
July 14-17, 2010
Quito, Ecuador
The objective of the Conference is to review the status and ways ahead for the conservation, management and financing of biodiversity in tropical TBCAs. It will provide an opportunity for sharing and exchanging information and experiences on TBCAs, including their capacity to meet the challenges of climate change mitigation and adaptation. The Conference will serve as a platform for stakeholders to review the social, economic and political implications and impacts of TBCA projects in order to identify best strategies for their effective contribution to sustainable development.
http://www.cbfp.org/docs/events/ITTO-CBD_First_Announce​ment.pdf
Courses
NEW Graduate and Professional Course 
Experimental Design and Ecological Statistics
August 17-27, 2010
Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Programs
At the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute, Front Royal, VA, USA. Visit www.conservationtraining.si.edu or contact zootraining@si.edu for more information.
Experimental Design and Ecological Statistics provides an overview of quantitative methods for ecological research and conservation. During the 10-day intensive residential session, we review study design, statistical methods used in modern ecologi​cal research, and how best to pose research questions. Partici​pants learn about applied monitoring and analysis techniques such as distance sampling, analysis of genetic data, niche and species distribution modeling and spatial analysis, and practice implementing statistical tools using R, a free software environ​ment for statistical computing and graphics. 
Participants learn how to choose appropriate tests for different research questions, and about the assumptions underlying each test. During daily course exercises participants learn how to: design their own experiments, explore their data, perform tests, interpret outcomes, clearly explain these results orally and in writing, and in​crease their ability to critically evaluate current research literature. Participants should have previously completed basic statistics coursework or have previous experience with statistics. 
The course fee is $2,500, which in​cludes instruction and course materials as well as all meals, lodging, and trans​port to/from Washington-Dulles Inter​national Airport (IAD). All other travel costs and incidental expenses are the participant’s responsibility. Participants earn Continuing Education Units, or graduate credits are available through Mason for qualified applicants, at addition​al cost (and upon completion of further course requirements).
Measuring and decreasing SCB’s Ecological Footprint 
The Ecological Footprint Committee (EFC) of SCB was born from a desire by the Society to improve our understanding of how our operations can be modified to reduce resource con​sumption. Humans have the potential to degrade our planet but we also have the intelligence to protect its resources, whether as individuals or as whole groups, organizations and nations. The EFC is pursuing two primary goals: to measure the ecological impact of SCB through ever-more complex Ecological Footprint Assessments, and to engage SCB and its membership in specific projects that serve to, at least in some part, move towards a car​bon-neutral status for our activities as a Society. These projects shall also further the conservation of biodiversity and contribute to the science of ecosystem service conservation. Through giving back to the environment each time we meet, travel and consume resources in our daily lives, we can set an example for others.
The search for a more eco-friendly profile of the SCB began sev​eral years ago. In 2007, via the global Annual Congress in 2007, SCB joined with South Africa’s Eastern Cape Parks to restore a degraded habitat complex at Baviaanskloof. The restoration of vegetated habitat is one of the primary tools available to humans in our struggle to limit greenhouse gas impacts, particularly the generation of excess carbon dioxide by air and road travel. The Baviaanskloof habitat is a rare and extremely diverse shrub-desert complex that is fast diminishing as humans spread out on our planet. SCB members had the option to contribute a small fee to the implementation of this project, which was delivered to the project owner in exchange for the carbon offset rights, or greenhouse gas emissions reductions, that are generated by the project. These offsets, in turn, are used to miti​gate the carbon footprint of the SCB’s operations, including the Annual Congresses. This project was supported by SCB members from 2007-2009. 
The European Section of SCB decided to orga​nize explicitly eco-friendly congresses (European Congress of Conservation Biology – ECCB). The 2009 ECCB meeting in Prague, with more than 1,200 participants, was the first one to be prepared and implemented according to an ‘eco-friendliness strategy,’ including important details such as the use of glass and china instead of plastic cups. A plenary evening event was dedicated to the presentation and discussion of the Swedish documentary ‘The Planet’, a movie that is especially addressing the ecological footprint. As part of the registration fee, an obligatory amount was levied which is desig​nated to a conservation project with climate relevance. After a call for tender, the European Section decided to support a project in Cumbria, UK. The goal is to establish a new native oakwood (5 ha) at Greenah Crag in Cumbria on land owned by Newton Rigg Enterprises Ltd, which is the University of Cumbria farm estate operation. This habitat has the European Special Area of Conservation designation (Natura 2000 network). This high level of priority for protection is deemed necessary because the UK’s Atlantic oakwoods comprise only 61,000 hectares of very fragmented and vulnerable woodlands. The new oakwood to be planted will also provide a genetically appropriate source of seedlings for transplanting into Young Wood, the highest Atlantic oakwood in England.
In 2010, as the next carbon offset project and in conjunction with the 24th ICCB, SCB will partner with Environment Canada, the Alberta Conservation Association (ACA), Nature Conservancy Canada (NCC), Ducks Unlimited (DU), and the Alberta Fish and Game Association (AFGA) to purchase and manage 390 ha of the Wild Rose Ranch in southern Alberta. Again, the aim is to offset our carbon impacts by requesting a donation from each ICCB participant, and we have again targeted a habitat type in trouble: North American grasslands. Grasslands support diverse mammal and bird life in Canada, and the sequestration of carbon in the soil of grasslands is considerable even compared with carbon-rich forest ecosystems. SCB is in the process of final​izing the carbon offset management agreement with ACA and AFGA, and we plan to support this project for the next 3 SCB Congress meetings, from 2010 until 2013. 
It is well-established fact that grasslands store significant amounts of carbon, but this storage is dependent on how the grasslands are managed. Hence, SCB has an opportunity to con​tribute not only to offsetting our carbon emissions, but also to improving our ability to manage sensitive ecosystems. The ma​jor threats to grasslands are overgrazing, soil erosion, and con​version to cropland, trends which are difficult to resist because they relate to human food production. So, aiding this effort by so many renowned conservation organizations serves multiple purposes to which every SCB member should be committed. 
For more information about the Wild Rose Ranch project, or the Ecological Footprint Committee’s work, please contact Stephen Handler, interim committee chair, at: stephen@clearskyclimate​solutions.com. 
Ron Abrams and Pierre Ibisch, Ecological Footprint Committee
Mark Boyce on the Wild Rose Ranch in mid November 2009. Photo courtesy of Mark Boyce.
Where are the best current conservation opportunities?

If you personally were given a million dollars to spend on conservation with no strings attached, where would you spend it? Or ten million or a hundred thousand?
I ask this of fellow SCB members not as an escapist fantasy but because your answers would provide useful guidance to a new conservation organization that has money to spend and is looking for the best current opportunities in the tropics and other priority areas. The International Conservation Fund of Canada works by partnering with experienced NGOs and individuals and focuses on direct con​servation action rather than research or ICDPs (integrated conservation and development projects). We are particularly interested in helping with underfinanced protected areas and effective programs already in existence.
We are asking for specific suggestions that you personally think are highly worthwhile, rather than a list of projects needing funding at your affiliated organization.
Suggestions may be made online at: http://www.ICFCanada.org/input.shtml or by sending an e-mail message to Anne Lambert, (Lambert@ICFCanada.org) and will be gratefully received.
