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KEEP OUR COMMUNITY STRONG WITH THE “ME+10” INITIATIVE
In an article in the October 2008 issue of Conservation Biology (22:1087-1089; also reprinted in the November 2008 issue of this newsletter), Mark Schwartz, Mac Hunter, and Dee Boersma described a decline in membership and associated revenue that is affecting professional societies for all disciplines. 

Active, engaged members are critical to the work of the Society for Conservation Biology. The success of our policy program, our mentoring of students and early-career professionals, and our regional and annual meetings relies on generous contributions of expertise and time from members of all affiliations and career stages. Members are essential to the review process that allows research in the natural and social sciences to reach conservation professionals in more than 2000 low-income institutions worldwide through philanthropic distribution of Conservation Biology and, more recently, Conservation Letters. Yes, membership dues help SCB’s small staff to provide basic services. But no amount of money can substitute for the creativity, diversity, and passion of our members. You are the global community that distinguishes SCB from national societies or strictly academic organizations. And we need your help to ensure that our community and its activities on behalf of conservation continue to thrive. 

Please consider joining us in the “Me +10” initiative, a simple way to keep SCB strong and representative of the full range of conservation professionals. 

First, check whether your membership and any subscriptions are current by visiting www.conbio.org or telephoning SCB’s Executive Office. If your renewal date is approaching, please renew promptly so we need not clutter your inbox or dedicate limited staff time to reminders. A renewal form that can be returned by mail or FAX is included on page 3.

Next, please consider asking ten of the colleagues you respect most -- students, collaborators, decision makers -- whether they currently are members of SCB. If not, please share with them some of the ways in which SCB advances the science and practice of conservation. Perhaps you could simply loan them this newsletter or direct them to www.conbio.org/Join/, which explains many of the direct and indirect benefits of joining our community. 

If your colleagues are reluctant to join SCB, please ask if they are willing to explain why, and share this feedback with us at me10@conbio.org or www.conbio.org/Bboard. We often have the flexibility to redirect efforts toward the emerging interests or concerns of our members. 

Thank you for supporting SCB and the mission we share. With your help, we can maintain and enhance our ability to conserve Earth’s biological diversity.

Georgina Mace, President

Luigi Boitani, President Elect

Alan Thornhill, Executive Director
2009 ANNUAL MEETING -- BEIJING, CHINA
The 23rd annual meeting of the Society for Conservation Biology will be held from 11-16 July 2009 in Beijing, the host of the 2008 Olympic Games. By meeting in China, SCB will have an outstanding opportunity to learn about one of the world’s most biologically complex countries. The meeting will feature more than 25 symposia. Topics will include conservation challenges in Tibet, conservation in China, and conservation science for giant pandas and their habitat. Other symposia will relate China’s conservation practices to international issues such as wildlife trade, forest management, migratory species, restoration of the ecological functions of large rivers, and emerging infectious diseases of wildlife. The symposia also will address a variety of policy-relevant topics of global concern, such as monitoring biological diversity, valuation of and payments for ecosystem services, making a business case for conservation, and climate change. Fifteen workshops will provide more-detailed practical advice, such as quantitative assessment of extinction risk, managing human-wildlife conflict, involving the private sector in conservation, reducing disaster risk, and improving the conservation impact of scientific publishing. Further, four short courses will be offered, along with dozens of contributed posters, speed presentations, and networking opportunities. In addition to local excursions, both pre-meeting and post-meeting tours will be offered to many of China’s outstanding natural areas, including Tibet. The annual meeting is certain to be a particularly exciting event, and we urge early registration. Visit www.conbio.org/2009 for further information.

Jeff McNeely, President, Asia Section

NEWS AND EVENTS IN THE HUMANITIES
From 10-11 March, the U.S. National Humanities Alliance held its 2009 conference, Making the Case for the Humanities, in Washington, D.C. As the Alliance’s Web site describes, the annual event draws together leaders in higher education, college and university faculty, teachers, students, museum professionals, librarians, archivists, curators, and independent scholars. A detailed summary of conference events is at https://mail2.cni.org/lists/nha-announce/Message/20242.html.

Conference sessions addressed collaborative opportunities between natural science and the humanities, including the National Science Foundation’s Science, Technology and Society Program (see www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5324&org=SES&from=home). The conference also highlighted the launch of the Humanities Indicators, a newly created Web-based collection of data on the humanities from the United States (www.HumanitiesIndicators.org). The Humanities Indicators serves as a prototype for a much-needed U.S. national system. Leslie Berlowitz is Humanities Indicators project co-director and Chief Executive Officer of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (www.amacad.org). As she explained, until this database was established in January 2009, the United States lacked “a broad-based, quantitative analysis of the status of the humanities.” Berlowitz said, “We need more reliable empirical data about what is being taught in the humanities, how they are funded, the size of the workforce, and public attitudes toward the field. The Humanities Indicators are an important step in closing that fundamental knowledge gap. They will help researchers and policymakers, universities, foundations, museums, libraries, humanities councils and others answer basic questions about the humanities, track trends, diagnose problems, and formulate appropriate interventions.” The Indicators data are accompanied by several interpretive essays at www.humanitiesindicators.org/humanitiesData.aspx#essaysHI. 

On 11 March, humanities advocates asked members of Congress to support modest increases in funding during the federal fiscal year 2010 for federally supported humanities programs, including the National Endowment for the Humanities (www.neh.gov). The Endowment’s activities include its innovative Summer Institutes, which provide college and university professors with opportunities for intensive collaborative study of texts, topics, ideas, and current scholarship in fields that are central to undergraduate humanities teaching (www.neh.gov/projects/si-university.html). In June and July 2009, for example, two marvelous Summer Institutes will focus on themes in environmental history, environmental ethics, and conservation biology. One Institute, Nature and History at the Nation’s Edge: A Field Institute in Environmental and Borderlands History, will take place at university campuses, research stations, ranches, and other locations in northern Mexico, New Mexico, and Arizona (www.u.arizona.edu/~kmorriss/nature/). The other Institute, whose faculty includes SCB members Curt Meine and Julianne Warren, is A Fierce Green Fire at 100: Aldo Leopold and the Roots of Environmental Ethics, and will be held in Prescott, Arizona (http://ihr.asu.edu/leopold/). Lucky Arizona!

Kate Christen (christenc@si.edu)

Humanities Representative, Board of Governors

POLICY NEWS AND UPDATES
In late February, SCB members in the Washington, D.C. area met with various congressional representatives and their staff to distribute copies of SCB’s recommendations for actions by the Obama Administration and the Congress to advance the scientific foundation for conservation of biological diversity.

On 20 March, I met with Bryan Arroyo, Assistant Director, Endangered Species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I asked him to urge the Secretary of the Interior to rescind regulations by the Bush Administration that would impede interagency consultation on potential take of endangered species and on responses to climate change. The Society for Conservation Biology, The Wildlife Society, and The Ornithological Council submitted comments on proposed rule changes to the Endangered Species Act in September 2008 (see www.conbio.org/policy).

In late March, the David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellows and their mentors discussed how to apply their research to policy on a relatively rapid timetable. For example, recent research on bycatch can be applied to revisions of federal fishery management laws.

We also submitted a short set of answers in response to a questions circulated by the House Committee on Agriculture on the potential role of the agriculture and forestry sectors in responding to climate change.

We have been reviewing the recently released Markey-Waxman draft climate bill (posted on the Web site of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce). The bill would lead to caps on emissions of greenhouse gases over the next several years and would allow emitters to use offsets to avoid direct reductions in emissions for approximately a decade. The bill’s authors hope that the cost of permits to emit greenhouse gases will be a deterrent to continued operation of certain power plants. However, others are concerned that the bill will discourage exploration of cleaner technology and sources of energy.
John Fitzgerald

COLLABORATIVE CONSERVATION IN RAPIDLY CHANGING LANDSCAPES

10th Biennial Conference for Research on the Colorado Plateau

A collaboration of the U.S. Geological Survey’s Southwest Biological Science Center and the Society for Conservation Biology

5-8 October 2009, Flagstaff, Arizona, USA
Please join us in a grounded, solution-oriented conference that will address some of the most pressing conservation issues facing not only the southwestern and western United States and adjacent Mexico, but virtually all other regions in North America. 

Themes will include 

-- Adapting regional conservation efforts and management of natural resources to climate change

-- Restructuring of energy policies to protect 

biological diversity

-- Adapting to water scarcity at the landscape scale

-- Ensuring connectivity of habitat for wildlife across barriers and borders

-- Building effective collaborative networks

-- New opportunities and challenges for education and leadership in conservation science

-- A southwestern pilot of a comprehensive effort to draft a unified blueprint for conservation of biological diversity across North America

More information will be available in upcoming newsletters and at http://sbsc.wr.usgs.gov/cprs/news_info/meetings/biennial/2009/index.asp.

OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREST

The second Congress on Management of Ecosystems and Biodiversity and seventh International Convention on Environment and Development, Creating Awareness to Save the Planet, will be held 6-10 July 2009 in Havana, Cuba. The congress will focus on management of ecosystems, landscape ecology, and conservation biology; information on biological diversity; and sustainable conservation and use of biological diversity. For more information contact biocuba09@ecologia.cu or convencion@ama.cu, or visit www.cubambiente.com.

The sixth International Symposium on Butterfly Conservation, The 2010 Target and Beyond for Lepidoptera, will be held 26-28 March 2010 at Reading University, United Kingdom. The symposium will address the target, set across Europe nearly a decade ago, of halting losses of biological diversity by 2010. Reviews of progress from the United Kingdom, Europe, and other countries around the world will be presented, as will recent scientific insights on reversing declines of species and conserving their habitats. The symposium will conclude with an analysis of future challenges, including climate change. For more information or to submit an abstract visit www.butterfly-conservation.org/symposium or contact John Dover, j.w.dover@staffs.ac.uk, +44 (0) 1782 294611.

CHAPTERS’ CORNER

Chapters serve diverse SCB members in many ways. The first Chapters, most of which were established in the early 1990s, primarily focused on graduate and undergraduate students and functioned as clubs and recruiting grounds for conservation biologists. More recently, many Chapters have broadened their scope and activities to address the specific needs and interests of conservation professionals. Here, three Chapters with a high proportion of practitioners describe some of their successes and the challenges they have met.

Washington, D.C.: Not What We Expected
The “SCB in D.C.” Chapter was formed in 2006 after SCB members attending the 2005 annual meeting in Brasilia realized that the Washington, D.C. area has an unparalleled concentration of conservation resources, institutions, and practitioners, but few opportunities for informal interaction among conservation professionals. Our Chapter now has more than 200 members who are affiliated with academia, government, and nongovernmental organizations in roughly equal proportions. To gauge the interests of such a varied group, in 2008 the Chapter conducted a survey of members’ backgrounds and interests. The results helped us to gain insight into how we best can serve our members and allowed us to set our goals for the future. Previously, Chapter leaders had assumed we would play a large role in SCB policy activities. However, the survey indicated that most of our members had little interest in policy activities at the Chapter level. This disinterest may seem counterintuitive given our location. However, two-thirds of our members work for a nongovernmental organization or government agency and, because many are professionally involved in policy activities, have little motivation or are legally restricted from pursuing these activities outside the office. We realized that we best serve our many members and SCB by holding regular events such as networking activities, discussion groups, and recreational outings while still working with SCB’s Policy Director on selected projects. To learn more about the Washington, D.C. Chapter, please visit www.conbio.org/chapters/DC/index.CFM.

Jennifer Thornhill
Minnesota: Growing Partnerships for Change
The Minnesota Chapter was established in the early 1990s by a group of students in the new Conservation Biology Program at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. After a brief period of activity, the Chapter became dormant until 2001, when a new group of graduate students and professors were inspired to relaunch the Chapter in conjunction with SCB’s 2003 annual meeting in Duluth. In our early years, most Chapter members were graduate students. The Chapter now includes a diversity of conservation professionals. Following the example set by chapters of the American Fisheries Society and The Wildlife Society, we have attracted members from agencies such as the Department of Natural Resources and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture; from other nongovernmental organizations such as The Nature Conservancy, Great River Greening, Fresh Energy, and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy; from advocacy coalitions such as the Minnesota Environmental Partnership; and from the public. Our approach? We organize meetings and joint conferences around themes that bring all of these partners together. We also provide a means for conservation professionals to interact with legislators and the public, forming a loose network of people who care about biological diversity and come together on occasion to take action. Interest in our Chapter’s work has become so strong among the professional community that we now find our Chapter board top-heavy with Ph.D.s. We currently are focusing on re-engaging the student community by including a greater proportion of graduate students on the slate of candidates for our upcoming election. To learn more about the Minnesota Chapter, please visit www.mnscb.org.

Julia Nerbonne 

Central California Coast: Defining Identity and Place
The Central California Coast Chapter was initiated in 2007 by local conservation professionals and students at Stanford University, in part as a way to facilitate hosting of the Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium (a successful meeting that has rotated for 11 years among the Berkeley and Davis Chapters and Stanford University). In an effort to serve the specific needs of our local SCB members, we broadened our vision to provide a forum for exchange of ideas among conservation professionals, students, and advocates from Silicon Valley to Monterey Bay. We continue to develop ways to best implement this vision so that it is relevant for our members -- some 50 individuals from academia, independent consultancies, government agencies, nongovernmental organizations, and the public. We feel it is critical to recognize the strong relationship between researchers and practitioners that defines our Chapter. Therefore, our board is led by co-presidents, a student and a professional. Our initial activities included field trips, dinner meetings, and participation in the Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium. In 2009, Stanford University and the Chapter co-hosted the Symposium under the theme Bridging Gaps between Academics and Professionals. Our bimonthly restaurant dinner meetings are also popular, with guest speakers (practitioners and students) providing continuing education for Chapter members. Field trips, however, have become less popular, suggesting that we are still finding our niche and value for local SCB members. As the Chapter evolves during its second year, we are evaluating whether we are meeting our goals and expectations. Are we the Chapter that we want to be, and how do we continue to get there? To learn more about our Chapter, please visit http://consbio.blogspot.com/.

Don Arnold

UPDATES FROM WORKING GROUPS AND REGIONAL SECTIONS
SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

2009 Working Group Board Elections
The Social Science Working Group soon will hold elections for six board positions: representatives of anthropology, geography, psychology, and sociology and two at-large positions. Board members are responsible for chairing a Working Group committee, facilitating participation of their disciplinary colleagues in SCB activities, and supporting the Working Group’s mission, vision, and goals. Please vote -- make your voice heard! For more information contact Bill Forbes, Nominations Committee Chair (forbesw@sfasu.edu).

Strategic Planning and Leadership Transition
The Working Group’s strategic planning process, initiated in honor of our recent five-year anniversary, is now complete (see the February 2009 issue of this newsletter). Results of this process, which included a review of the Working Group’s progress and contributions as well as a survey of its members to identify future priorities, are available at www.conservationbiology.org/SSWG. The Web site also contains a link to the newly released 2009-2014 Strategic Plan, which outlines the Working Group’s vision and goals for the next five years based on feedback obtained through this process. Thanks again to Working Group members for their input and to the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation and The Christensen Fund for financial support. 

With the completion of our strategic planning efforts, Tara Teel (Colorado State University, USA) has become President of the Working Group. Mike Mascia, the outgoing President, will remain an at-large member of the board for the remainder of his term as social science representative to SCB’s Board of Governors. Please contact Nejem Raheem (nejemraheem@yahoo.com), Acting Communications Committee Chair, with any questions.

Social Science Short Course at SCB’s Annual Meeting
The Working Group, in collaboration with Colorado State University, will sponsor a short course, The role of the social sciences in conservation planning, at SCB’s 2009 annual meeting. The one-day course will be directed at building capacity in social science applications, offering participants a framework for thinking about conservation challenges and the role of the social sciences in helping to address those challenges. The course is intended not only to promote an overall awareness of how social considerations can help solve conservation problems but also to enhance understanding of how specific social science disciplines can contribute. The course will build on recent experiences in South Africa and Tennessee, where the Working Group offered courses in conjunction with the 2007 and 2008 SCB annual meetings. The course will be designed for a diverse audience, including conservation researchers and practitioners as well as graduate students and early-career conservation social scientists. Please direct questions about the course to the organizer, Tara Teel (tteel@lamar.colostate.edu). For more information about short courses at SCB’s 2009 annual meeting, see http://scb2009.ioz.ac.cn/ScientificProgram.asp.

Canadian Network of Conservation Professionals
More than 50 people from universities, government, and nongovernmental organizations attended a workshop on development of a Canadian network of conservation professionals in Ottawa, Ontario in early April. The workshop was hosted by Carleton University, with support from SCB’s North America Section and the Working Group. Participants included two members of the Working Group’s board, Rich Wallace (Vice-President and Program Committee Chair) and Murray Rudd (Policy Committee Chair); two members of the North America Section’s board, Erica Fleishman and Colleen St. Clair; and the chair of SCB’s 2010 annual meeting in Edmonton, Mark Boyce. The goal of the workshop was to develop a multidisciplinary, policy-oriented network to build understanding about the specific challenges of conserving biological diversity in Canada and to inform decision makers who grapple with those challenges. The workshop included discussions on what distinguishes Canada from a conservation perspective and how Canadian interests might be represented within SCB. While the meeting largely was attended by researchers and government representatives trained in the natural sciences, there was broad recognition that the social sciences, and in particular social science research on the policy process itself, could play an important role in addressing the current “implementation gap” in Canada. A series of follow-up activities and outputs are being planned. With the upcoming 2010 meeting in Edmonton, the timing is perfect for further engaging Canadian conservation professionals in new networking activities and highlighting those efforts at the meeting. Thanks to Steve Cooke for his outstanding leadership of this effort. For more information on these activities, please contact Murray Rudd (mrudd@swgc.mun.ca).

Policy Chair to Lead Canadian “100 Questions” Project
A team of social and natural scientists including Murray Rudd was recently awarded CAN$51,000 for their proposal Conservation Social Science in Canada: Assessing and Prioritizing Research Directions for an Emerging Discipline. The award was given in a recent Research and Development Initiative competition, part of a special call on Canadian environmental issues of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. Funding will be used to develop a Canadian “100 Questions” exercise (see Sutherland et al. 2006. Journal of Applied Ecology 43:617-627) to identify key questions for conservation in Canada. Results from this one-year project will be used to highlight opportunities for developing new conservation social science initiatives in Canada, identifying high-priority conservation projects, and stimulating debate in support of Canadian conservation activities. The project is intended to catalyze future efforts to enhance Canadian capacity in conservation social science. In addition to Murray (Memorial University of Newfoundland), the principal investigator, the project team includes former Working Group President Mike Mascia (World Wildlife Fund), SCB Governors Erica Fleishman (University of California, Santa Barbara) and Gary Tabor (Center for Large Landscape Conservation), Working Group member Robin Roth (York University), Karen Beazley (Dalhousie University), Steve Cooke (Carleton University), and Dan Lane (University of Ottawa and Chair of the Canadian Ocean Management Research Network). For more information on this project, contact Murray Rudd (mrudd@swgc.mun.ca).

Nejem Raheem
FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Committee Assignments

New members of the Working Group’s board have been assigned to committees to help organize annual activities. Below, we list the committees, the principal responsibilities of each, and the board members who provide leadership on the committee. Please let us know if you would like to serve on one of the committees.

Conservation and Policy
-- Circulate information on freshwater conservation issues to Working Group members

-- Provide input to strategic policy processes

Mordy Ogada (Chair), Ravi Shanker Kanoje, Eren Turak, Ken Vance-Borland, Jeanne Nel

Program, Nominations, and Audit
-- Develop activities for annual SCB meetings and other meetings in which we participate 

-- Run our annual elections: actively canvass competent and energetic candidates who increase the diversity of the board

-- Fundraising

Jeanne Nel (Chair), Lisa Bonneau, Ken Vance-Borland (fundraising only)

Education
-- Represent and raise awareness of the Working Group in academic and regional communities

-- Distribute quarterly lists of recent publications

-- Inform the public of regional and global freshwater conservation issues

-- Promote the study of conservation biology (e.g., through the educational module described below)

Than Hitt (Chair), Kunjuraman Vijayamma Jayachandran, Michael Marchetti, Lisa Bonneau, Aventino Kasangaki

Communications and Membership
-- Produce quarterly newsletter and list of recent freshwater articles

-- Update our Web site

-- Update the Working Group’s information sheet for SCB’s annual meeting

-- Monitor the listserv and assist with mailings to the membership

-- Recruit and retain members

-- Work with the other committees of SCB to achieve outreach and marketing goals

Aventino Kasangaki (Chair), Suleyman Gul, Michael Marchetti

Educational Module
The Education Committee completed an educational module of freshwater ecosystems and biological diversity that has been under development over the last year. It is currently being reviewed by colleagues at the American Museum of Natural History and should soon be available for public use. The module will be distributed by the Network of Conservation Educators and Practitioners, http://ncep.amnh.org/.

Local Policy Processes
We urge Working Group members to become involved in development of local policy, for example by responding to calls for public comment on policy documents. Ken Vance-Borland recently incorporated feedback from the freshwater listserv into his testimony at a public hearing on proposed development of an integrated water resources strategy for the state of Oregon, USA. His input focused largely on ensuring that the best available science is applied to decisions about management of water resources.

Joint Symposium
A joint symposium of the Working Group and the American Fisheries Society, Enhancing conservation of freshwater fishes through diverse partnerships, will be held at the American Fisheries Society’s 2009 annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee from 30 August-3 September. The symposium reflects our strategy of developing partnerships with organizations whose missions and goals are similar to ours. Ken Vance-Borland will deliver a presentation on social networks and cross-sector policy initiatives.

Freshwater Activities at SCB’s Annual Meeting
As announced in the February 2009 issue of this newsletter, at least two organized events at SCB’s annual meeting will focus on freshwater conservation. The workshop Global conservation assessment for freshwater biodiversity will be held on the afternoon of 12 July. The meeting also will feature the symposium Integrated protection and restoration of wetlands, rivers and subterranean aquatic ecosystems. The Working Group will organize several additional business and social activities at the meeting.

Freshwater List
We encourage you to post information about freshwater conservation issues, publications, job openings, and resources to the freshwater listserv, http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwater/. If you cannot access the site, please forward your contact information to Aventino Kasangaki, the list moderator (aventinok@yahoo.com).

Jeanne Nel

OCEANIA
Would you like to be kept informed of important conservation issues and opportunities within the Australasian region? The Oceania (formerly Australasia) Section manages a listserv to facilitate conversation among conservation professionals in the region. The listserv aims to keep people informed on conservation topics, announcements, and events, such as the upcoming regional conference in Tasmania (see below). You need not be a member of SCB to subscribe to the listserv. To post a message to all the list members, send email to aa@list.conbio.org. You can subscribe to the list at http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/aa. 

Regional Conference
The Oceania Section will hold a regional conference, Managing Biodiversity in a Time of Global Change, from 30 November through 3 December 2009 at the Stanley Burbury Theatre, University of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania. This will be the second Oceania Section meeting. Since the first Section meeting in Sydney in 2007, the need to reevaluate our management of biological diversity in the light of rapid global change has become even clearer. The meeting theme will be addressed across a full range of Oceanian terrestrial, freshwater, and marine ecosystems as well as Antarctic ecosystems, and the meeting is expected to attract 300 or more participants. 

Abstracts are due on 31 July 2009. Registration is open; early registration closes on 2 October. An online abstract submission system and more information about the meeting is at www.cdesign.com.au/scboceania2009. Additional inquiries can be directed to Meeting Convener Hamish McCallum (University of Tasmania) or the Conference Secretariat, Conference Design Pty Ltd, 228 Liverpool Street, Hobart, Tasmania 7000; meredith@cdesign.com.au, 03 6231 2999.

Distinguished Service Award
Marika Tuiwawa, Curator of the South Pacific Regional Herbarium, Fiji, will receive a 2009 Distinguished Service Award from SCB. The award, which will be presented at SCB’s annual meeting in Beijing, honors Marika’s extraordinary contributions to promoting conservation of biological diversity in Fiji and the Pacific through research, teaching, and mentoring of students, community groups, and government staff. We all congratulate Marika on this wonderful achievement for himself, the Herbarium, and our region.

Web Forum on Wildlife Management in New Zealand
A well designed Web site, www.wildlifemanagement.net.nz, contains information about events, current topics, and taxon-specific items related to wildlife management in New Zealand. The site offers many discussion forums and bulletin boards.

Biodiversity Strategy for Australia
Australia’s Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council, on behalf of the Commonwealth and all state and territory governments, invites public comments on the draft Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2010-2020. The draft strategy is a national policy document that will guide how governments, the community, industry, and scientists manage and protect Australia’s plants, animals, and ecosystems over the next ten years. The draft strategy identifies six priorities for change: building ecosystem resilience, mainstreaming biological diversity, knowledge for all, getting results, involving Indigenous peoples, and measuring success. Copies of the strategy and instructions on submitting comments are available at www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/strategy.

Nicola Nelson
NORTH AMERICA
Recent and Upcoming Activities
The North America Section was proud to join Carleton University and the Social Science Working Group in hosting a workshop on development of a Canadian network of conservation professionals in Ottawa, Ontario in early April. Thanks to the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, the Carthy Foundation, and the Wilburforce Foundation for their financial support.

Elections for the Section’s Board of Directors will open in late April. We have a strong slate of candidates from Canada and the United States. Please cast your vote.

The Section’s Education Committee will host a training workshop at 10th Biennial Conference for Research on the Colorado Plateau. The purpose of the workshop is to prepare and equip representatives of Chapters with materials to deliver educational presentations on three separate but related topics in conservation biology: biological diversity, ecosystem integrity, and conservation strategies for sustainable ecosystems. Workshop participants will receive instruction on delivery of the presentations and a CD containing the three presentations in PowerPoint, plus companion manuals for each of the three topics. Detailed speaking notes for each presentation will be provided to help individuals prepare and deliver the presentation effectively. The companion manuals are intended for attendees at presentations; the manuals serve both as a reference material and as a source of additional information. We envision Chapters offering these presentations as a potential source of revenue to support other Chapter activities. The presentations and materials were developed by Reed Noss and the Section’s Education Chair, Martin Main.

The workshop will equip representatives of Chapters to deliver presentations to external audiences, and in doing so will promote leadership roles through their Chapters and, where applicable, universities. As such, we are building capacity in educational outreach while contributing to the leadership and presentation skills of representatives of Chapters throughout North America.

Erica Fleishman

Policy Developments from the Trenches
With SCB’s policy director, John Fitzgerald, and guidance from the Section’s policy advisory group, the North America Section continues to play an active role in the policy process. SCB has placed high priority on scientific integrity in policy decisions, such as those related to the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA). Policy decisions concerning the Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), listed as threatened under the ESA, once again are symbolic of broader policy debates concerning the ESA. A special section in the April 2006 issue of Conservation Biology focused on the Northwest Forest Plan and the owl. 

On 31 March, the administration of U.S. President Obama announced in federal court that they will not defend the recovery plan and critical habitat determination for the Northern Spotted Owl that were approved by the Bush administration in May 2008. At the request of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, SCB and the American Ornithologists’ Union conducted independent peer review of both plans. In April 2008, the societies concluded that the science in the plans was flawed. As a former member of the recovery team for the Northern Spotted Owl, I testified before Congress in May 2007 on political interference in the recovery plan. My testimony triggered a request from Congress to the Office of Inspector General, the government’s independent investigative arm, to examine these allegations. In December 2008, the Office of Inspector General presented evidence of political interference that led to reductions in protection for the owl’s habitat despite declines in abundance of the owl. The Obama administration cited this report in its recent decision to remand the Bush administration’s plans. A final settlement with plaintiffs in pending lawsuits, which is expected in May, may initiate revisions to existing plans or development of entirely new plans.  

SCB has identified climate change as a strategic priority for policy activity at the global level and at the level of the North America Section. Working with John Fitzgerald, I testified before Congress on 3 March on the role of federal lands in combating climate change. Before I submitted my written testimony to Congress, it was reviewed by numerous members of SCB and by SCB’s Policy Committee. In my testimony, I made four main points.

1. The United States needs a comprehensive national goal with early and aggressive efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. I recommended a mid-term target of an ambient level of 350 parts per million (ppm) equivalent of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and a national implementation plan that addresses all major sources of greenhouse gas emissions.

2. Congress should provide clear direction to the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management to adopt new approaches that optimize carbon capture and storage and minimize emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities on public lands, including timber harvesting and energy extraction. I encouraged Congress to develop a complementary system of incentives for state and private lands.

3. Federal agencies should adapt natural resource management to the potential direct and indirect effects of climate change by reducing the number and magnitude of existing stressors to ecosystems and increasing resilience and resistance of species and ecosystems to climate change.

4. Federal agencies need clear direction to prioritize the preservation and restoration of ecological integrity of public lands so that these lands will continue to provide Americans with biological diversity, the ability to mitigate and adapt to climate change, and other ecosystem functions.

Each of these points implies fundamental shifts in how federal agencies currently operate. Congressional action is expected on climate change and energy throughout 2009.

Dominick DellaSala
EUROPE
The second European Congress of Conservation Biology will be held in Prague from 1 to 5 September 2009. So far more than 1400 people from 80 countries have registered. The Program Committee has accepted about 1150 abstracts: 18 symposia, 8 workshops, more than 350 oral presentations, 130 speed presentations, and 500 posters. Early registration is open until 1 May, and regular registration will be open until 30 June. 
AFRICA
During the last week of January, the Africa Section held its first conference, hosted by ECOLAB at the University of Ghana, Legon campus. The event, convened by Patrick Ofori Danson and Delali Dovie, was a great success. The meeting attracted 94 people working in conservation in Africa, with nations across the sub-Saharan region well represented. A substantial amount of the conference costs were covered by a grant from the MacArthur Foundation to the Section. The conference schedule and content is available at www.conbio.org/Sections/Africa/.

The opening day plenary speaker, Maritew Diaw (Model Forest Network initiative, Cameroon), spoke eloquently about how the Model Forest program is working with people who live in the systems that conservationists want to protect. His work exemplifies lessons being learned across Africa about the benefits of integrating modern anthropology with conservation biology. Despite Africa’s historic reliance on the northern hemisphere for conservation funding, great progress is being made on the continent as programs like the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment move forward.

The two other plenary speakers were outstanding figures in West African conservation. Emmanuel Obot’s presentation, “Niger Delta, oil, and priorities in management,” offered lessons for Ghana, where the first offshore oil rigs are now appearing. Vivian Nuhu of the Forestry Division of Ghana spoke to the group about conservation as a career in West Africa.

The parallel scientific sessions featured topics of particular relevance to African conservation. The first major session, Conservation issues concerning people, and included papers on ethnobotany, the use of bushmeat, and interactions between conservation and livestock. Other sessions on the first day of the conference were Land use planning for conservation: ecosystem services, Restoration ecology: habitat loss recovery, and “Governance, politics, and conservation: what appeals to leaders and the core of power in government. In a session reflecting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s mentoring program, students from Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, and Sudan presented their work on the challenge of managing the bushmeat industry.

One of the great events of the week was the film “Milking the Rhino,” which addressed ecologically and economically sustainable use of wildlife.

On the final day Nobbie Cordeiro led an open panel discussion to pull together ideas for the Section from the week’s work. This session produced the conference’s consensus statement.

Ron Abrams

Africa Section Consensus Statement from Ghana 2009
In the year 2002, the Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) went global by forming Regional Sections. In 2009, the Africa Section realized its first regional conference, where the question arose: How can we convert northern scripts and forms of intervention into a conservation agenda that is owned by the people and generates wealth and environmentally creative change for Africans? The answer begins with establishing the African conservation identity, whereby Africans will own the responsibility for identifying conservation priorities and designing research programs. The pathway includes improving the African track record in scientific publishing, finding out how to define the ‘ownership’ of resources and how to proceed when outside funds are not available. In other words, what are the methods that can be used to transform potential energy into actions, thereby building conservation capacity that includes a sense of ownership and makes use of the intrinsic resources of Africans? In the absence of external funding, the Africa Section of SCB yearns to demystify ‘cliches’ and build Africa’s own communication network that displays its ‘track record’ to demonstrate to its people and to the world the progress being made in Africa, which is on par with that of the ‘Northern Hemisphere.’ This process will allow the African people to take ownership of the mechanisms of power and environmental justice, both at the grass-roots level and at the levels of their own governments.
SUPPORT FOR STUDENT MEMBERS AT SCB’S ANNUAL MEETINGS
2009 Student Award Finalists

The finalists for the 2009 Student Awards have been selected and are being notified as this newsletter goes to press. The finalists’ presentations will be evaluated and awards announced at SCB’s annual meeting in Beijing. As in previous years, the process of selecting finalists was extremely difficult due to the high quality of all of the submissions. We would like to thank the conservation professionals from all of SCB’s Regional Sections who served as reviewers. These individuals provided thorough reviews of 92 applications in a short period of time, in many cases reading more than 50 extended abstracts in less than two weeks.

Thanks to our 2009 Student Mentors 

We also thank everyone who served as a mentor on abstracts submitted to the 2009 annual meeting. The mentoring scheme was initiated in 2007 to offer guidance to students who are submitting abstracts to the meeting and whose first language is not English. Mentors provide guidance on grammar and clarity of writing. Mentors also ensure that abstracts meet the technical criteria for submission. Mentors do not provide scientific guidance, nor do they write the abstract. This year mentors supported 15 students from countries including China, Cameroon, Egypt, Benin, and Nepal. The time, care, and attention provided by our mentors will help encourage participation in SCB from student members across the globe.

Advice on Delivering Presentations at Meetings 

For those of you presenting at either SCB’s annual meeting or one of SCB’s regional meetings, the Student Affairs Committee provides a number of useful resources at www.conbio.org/studentaffairs/ to assist you in preparing an outstanding presentation. 

If you have questions about the work of the Student Affairs Committee, or would like to become involved, please contact Dave Patrick, Chair (dpatrick@paulsmiths.edu).

David Patrick

2009 ELECTION RESULTS
The following individuals were elected to the Board of Governors of the Society for Conservation Biology in the 2009 general election. The new Board members will begin their terms of office at the close of the 2009 annual meeting in Beijing, China. 

President Elect: Paul Beier

Botanical garden, zoological garden, public aquarium, or natural history museum: Nora Bynum

University or college: Steven Beissinger
