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SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENT RESEARCH
As part of SCB’s continuing effort to recognize the outstanding research being conducted by our student members, the Student Affairs Committee is pleased to announce Spotlight on Student Research. Each issue of this newsletter will focus on a student member whose research exemplifies SCB’s mission of advancing the science and practice of conserving Earth’s biological diversity. The profile will feature details of the student’s research as well as a description of their involvement in conservation biology more broadly. Competitive selection will be conducted by a panel of judges based on the quality of students’ research and their contributions to conservation efforts. Spotlights will rotate among SCB’s Regional Sections.

We encourage all student members to submit an application. To become a member, visit www.conbio.org/Join/. We also encourage you to share this opportunity with suitable candidates. Applications will be accepted at any time; there is no deadline. Please submit both the application, in the format specified below, and a curriculum vitae as attached Word documents to dpatrick@esf.edu. The subject heading of the email should be “student showcase.” 

Include the following information in your application.

1. Name

2. Home country

3. Institution at which you are based

4. Country or region where you are conducting research

5. Regional Section of SCB with which you are affiliated (visit www.conbio.org/Sections for more details)

Paragraph 1: Tell us what led you to an education and career in conservation (maximum 150 words). This might include how you became involved in conservation, conservation issues that are particularly relevant to your home country, your research interests, past research, and so forth.

Paragraph 2: Research profile (maximum 300 words). Include a research title, an introduction or statement of the conservation problem, methods, any results to date, and conclusions (i.e., the same format as an abstract submitted to a meeting). Please emphasize the relevance of your research to conservation.

Paragraph 3: Summary (maximum 100 words). How will you relate your current research to future work and your plans as a conservation professional?

Question: If you could solve one conservation problem with a snap of your fingers, what would it be (maximum 40 words)?

Guidelines

-- Write in the first person, e.g., “My research focuses on . . .” rather than “The focus of this research is . . . ” 

-- We are especially interested in having a personal touch with our research profiles, and would appreciate any details or comments that specifically relate to how your background and experience have played a part in your career and research.

-- Please remember that SCB’s membership is global and spans a broad range of disciplines. Avoid using technical jargon that may be unfamiliar to those outside of your field of study.

-- Follow word limits. We will not consider applications that do not meet these basic requirements.

David Patrick
SPOTLIGHT: DARLINGTON SAYKAY TUAGBEN

Our first Spotlight on Student Research features Darlington Saykay Tuagben of Liberia. Darlington is based at the Forestry Development Authority, and conducted research in Ghana.

What has brought you to this point in your career? 

In primary school, I had an uncle who worked with the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) of Liberia who I admired very much, and I dreamed of working within the FDA when I grew up. Later, as a student of natural resources management at the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) in Ghana, I visited Liberia and did a three-month internship with the Conservation Department of the FDA. It was during this period that I saw the need for a trained conservationist to assist in the post-war development of Liberia, which experienced 15 years of civil crisis that depleted our natural resources. Since then, I have been committed to study hard and become a professional wildlife conservationist. My ambition is to become a primatologist to help save man’s closest relatives from extinction in Liberia where bush meat is a huge crisis and primate meat is a delicacy.

Research profile
My bachelor degree research at the KNUST was conducted on duikers (Artiodactyla; Bovidae), which are antelopes found in the forests and bushlands of Africa. I worked in The Bia Conservation Area (BCA) in the Western Region of Ghana, which consists of two forested protected areas. These forests are thought to hold about 90% of the species in the country, but due to the lack of surveys, there are limited data on duiker diversity, relative abundance and distribution. To collect this information, I walked 50 one-kilometer transects in May 2007 recording the number of water sources, duiker pellet densities, illegal activities, and vegetation data. I found five species of duikers: Red-flanked, Maxwell’s, Black, Bay and Yellow-back duikers. Illegal human activities and water sources were the main factors influencing duikers’ distribution and relative abundance in the area. This study has provided baseline information on the status of duikers in BCA and the most suitable methods of surveying duiker. Copies of my thesis can be found in the Faculty of Renewable Natural Resources’ library and the Department of Wildlife and Range Management of KNUST. I provided my findings to the authorities to inform better management strategies for the area and duiker conservation, and students and researchers can now build on this information in their own research or dissertations.

How are you going to relate your current research to future work and your plans as a conservation biologist?

This research was carried out in partial fulfillment for a BSc degree and offered me the potential to become a conservation biologist. After defending this project successfully, I knew that I was prepared for the field of conservation biology. Since then I have wanted to advance my knowledge in the field of conservation biology because my country, Liberia, needs me most. This ambition led me to apply to Roehampton University to study Primate Biology and Conservation. I have received a provisional admission and I am now in search of funding that will allow me to study within this program.

If you could solve one conservation problem with a snap of your fingers, what would it be?
If given the opportunity, I would build stakeholders’ capacity to manage their resources by training and educating them on the importance of managing their resources sustainably for perpetual benefits to themselves and their future generations. 

2009 ANNUAL MEETING -- BEIJING, CHINA
The 23rd annual meeting of the Society for Conservation Biology will be held from 11-16 July 2009 in Beijing, China. Our local host will be the Chinese Academy of Sciences. The 2008 Olympic Games effectively introduced Beijing to the world, so you know that you can expect a vibrant city, efficient services, and an outstanding venue. SCB’s Asia Section is dedicated to making this a truly outstanding meeting. We recommend that you apply for a tourism visa. Please visit www.conbio.org/2009 for complete information on travel and accommodations.

While we of course expect the global representation of topics and participants common to SCB’s annual meetings, we would like to take this opportunity to provide a spotlight on conservation biology in Asia and the Pacific. This region is home to half the world’s human population, yet has maintained outstanding wildlife populations in many places. Nevertheless, challenges to conservation of biological diversity are multiplying, mostly focused on competition for land. Symposia, workshop, and other special sessions will address human-wildlife conflict, the trade in wildlife and animal products, non-native invasive species, the influence of conservation biology on major infrastructure projects, emerging zoonotic diseases, and the contribution of conservation biology to maintaining the ecological functions that are essential to human well-being. We all look forward to welcoming you in Beijing.

Jeff McNeely, President, Asia Section
SCB PRESENTS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTIONS TO U.S. PRESIDENT OBAMA
On 11 December 2009, SCB presented its recommendations to six members of the U.S. Presidential Transition Team representing the departments of Interior and Agriculture and the Environmental Protection Agency. Alan Thornhill, John Fitzgerald, Dominick DellaSala, and Francesca Grifo summarized the report that SCB had developed to guide the new President and his team. The full report, and guidance for SCB members in all countries on delivering our messages to the new administration, are available on the policy page of SCB’s Web site, www.conbio.org/policy. 

NEWS AND EVENTS IN THE HUMANITIES
Annual conferences immerse you in the research, culture, and hands-on work of your own or others’ professional disciplines. Attending one more meeting given your existing time and budget commitments might seem ludicrous to you (or your partner, spouse, or employer). Yet participating in one of the leading conservation-oriented humanities conferences described below -- held by ASEH, ASLE, and ICEHO -- might be a highly effective way to enhance your conservation project or program’s social, economic, cultural, and policy dimensions. All three welcome and promote interchange and collaborations among students, researchers, and practitioners in the humanities, social science, and natural sciences.

Founded in 1977, the American Society for Environmental History (ASEH) analyzes the historical background of current environmental issues. ASEH members conduct research on a variety of topics including climate change, public lands policy, forestry, agricultural practices, fish and wildlife management, fire management, natural disasters, energy production, and environmental justice. This year’s ASEH Annual Conference, which will be held 25 February - 1 March in Tallahassee, Florida, is themed Paradise Lost, Found, and Constructed: Conceptualizing & Transforming Landscapes Through History.

Highlights of the 2009 ASEH conference include a workshop on environmental justice with a hands-on unit on GIS mapping of eco-hazards and the ASEH Presidential Address by Nancy Langston, “Paradise Lost: Global Warming and Environmental History.” Dan Simberloff will give the plenary address, “Charles Elton, Aldo Leopold, and the Rise of Modern Invasion Biology,” and author David Quammen will present a keynote address. Also planned are four days of concurrent panel sessions and roundtables on diverse themes, two dozen poster presentations, book exhibits, and other special events.

SCB members will find ASEH meetings relatively intimate; these events generally attract 500-600 attendees. Field trips are a key component of ASEH meetings. All other activities adjourn for one afternoon so participants can attend the iconic birding trip, a local walking tour, or diverse programmed visits to conservation, environmental justice, and scientific research sites. Details are at www.aseh.net/conferences.

The 2010 annual conference of ASEH will be held in Portland, Oregon from 10-14 March. The call for papers, posters, and other activities is at ASEH’s Web site. ASEH 2010 again will feature an environmental justice workshop as well as a workshop on the history and environmental issues of the Columbia River’s National Park Service. The conference also will offer a “floating seminar” about -- and literally on -- the Willamette River. This seminar will address issues related to waterfront development, such as pollution, renewal, and sustainable practices.

The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) brings together teachers, writers, students, artists, and environmentalists interested in the natural world and its meanings and representations in language and culture. ASLE’s eighth biennial conference, and its first outside the United States, Island Time: The Fate of Place in a Wired, Warming World, will take place 3-6 June 2009 in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. The 2009 theme reflects ASLE’s interest in exploring intersecting questions of time and place, and of isolation and community, in a global era bereft of “islands” of nature isolated from history and technology. For more details about ASLE 2009, see http://asle.uvic.ca/index.htm.

New to ASLE in 2009 are “paper jams,” sessions of seven eight-minute presentations followed by 30-minute discussions. Paper jams are similar to SCB’s speed presentation format, and are similarly welcoming to experimental or exploratory work -- potentially a great way for conservation biologists to enter the ASLE mix in 2011. Look for ASLE’s 2011 Call for Papers at www.asle.org.

As a first-time participant in an ASLE meeting in 2009, I will join a roundtable on interdisciplinary conservation and environmental education co-organized by longtime SCB member Julianne Warren. In preparation, I would welcome correspondence from other SCB members about their programs’ or institutions’ progress and pitfalls in bridging gaps among humanities, social science, and natural science to forge workable interdisciplinary conservation pedagogy.  

The First World Congress of Environmental History (WCEH, at http://wceh2009.org/) will be held from 4-8 August 2009 in Copenhagen, Denmark and would be an inspiring humanities-oriented event following SCB’s annual meeting in Beijing. The host of the Congress is the International Consortium of Environmental History Organizations, whose membership includes ASEH, the European Society for Environmental History (http://eseh.org/), the Association of South Asian Environmental Historians (http://asaeh.org/), and more than a dozen other professional societies and institutions worldwide (links to all are at http://wceh2009.org/index.php/members-of-iceho). Many years in the planning, this first World Congress encompasses multiple spatial and temporal scales and disciplinary perspectives to address our world’s intertwined histories of human-environment relationships and our challenges for creating a sustainable future.

Please send your queries, comments, and suggestions for this occasional Humanities Notes column to me (christenc@si.edu). I look forward to hearing from you.

Kate Christen

Humanities Representative, Board of Governors
MEMBERSHIP NEWS AND UPDATES
From 2006 to 2008, SCB sponsored more than 2400 memberships to individuals in developing countries. These members receive at least one year of free online access to Conservation Biology, Conservation magazine, and Biological Conservation. We were able to offer these sponsorships thanks to a generous grant from The Nature Conservancy. 

SCB will launch a new membership system in March. We expect the transition to be smooth. However, for several weeks beginning in mid-February, some functions will not be available on our Web site. If you expect to renew your membership and subscriptions in February or early March, please renew online as soon as possible. Renewing early will prevent any potential interruptions in your member benefits and delivery of publications. If you are renewing by paper, please send your renewal after 1 March.  

Green Your Membership in 2009
Please consider choosing Online Only as your method for receiving publications and renewal notices. This method conserves paper. It also reduces carbon outputs required to print and ship publications and renewal notices globally. Remember that content from previous issues of all SCB publications is available online. 

You also can contribute to our carbon offset project. Visit www.conbio.org/projects/carbonoffset/ for more information on the project and ways to donate. If you file a federal tax return in the United States, your donations are tax deductible in the year that the donation is made.

Trademark
The name “Society for Conservation Biology” and SCB’s logo are pending trademark with the United States Patent and Trademark Office. We expect to receive official notification from the trademark Examining Attorney by April. If no issues are raised in the application process and if our name and logo pass the opposition period following publication, we can expect to receive Certificates of Registration by late 2009. In the meantime, SCB owns rights in these trademarks based on common-law use of the marks in commerce. Accordingly, we could challenge use of identical or similar marks by third parties even without federal registrations. 

CELEBRATING TWO YEARS OF SUCCESS IN CONSERVATION POLICY

We have accomplished a great deal during the first two years of SCB’s policy program. We have adopted policy priorities, developed ways to engage conservation professionals in the policy process, and provided information to decision makers that increased the effectiveness of conservation policies in the United States and globally. A recent editorial in Conservation Biology argued that the credibility afforded to scientists by the public increases in direct proportion to their effective and respectful interactions in the public and policy arenas (Alagona 2008). Our ongoing actions can empower scientific societies, governments, and markets to improve conservation of biological diversity and, in turn, give us a stronger voice in the policy arena.

Although the global economy has changed rapidly, the most important conservation-policy challenges faced by the United States and the world are still aligned with the policy priorities adopted by SCB in early 2007: climate change, scientific integrity in decision-making and environmental assessment programs, international treaties and conventions that affect biological diversity, biological security (controlling importation of non-native species and illegally harvested species), and improving the environmental consequences of investment and procurement policies. In the United States, the process for addressing these challenges is changing in light of the new Obama Administration and economic recession. 

Addressing Challenges for the Obama Administration 

In the United States, we are encouraging Congress and the Executive Branch to respond to ultimate as well as proximate causes of declines in environmental quality. Lately, Congress has tended to respond in haste to apparent emergencies every few weeks rather than by synthesizing information on the problem, introducing legislation, seeking input on the legislation, and discussing and amending the bill. The result of the latter process is usually more democratic, transparent, and logical than a quick reaction. Moreover, a relatively rushed and guarded process usually limits access by conservation professionals regardless of the quality of their input.

Five to 47 positions per department and agency require Senate confirmation. If you are a U.S. citizen, you may wish to encourage your senators to ask nominees how they might address the issues raised in SCB’s recommendations to the Obama Administration. You might suggest specific questions that reference examples from your state. Citizens of other countries can send thoughts on issues that might be addressed in the hearings (e.g., loans and policies of the World Bank) to their colleagues in the United States.  

The U.S. government often operates by unspoken rules about budget allocations, environmental regulations, and lobbying that have become well established over time regardless of administration. We should be careful to measure our enthusiasm in response to any positive change. President Obama or a new chair of a congressional committee may have the best of intentions, but we still should evaluate their proposals carefully and critically.

Innovations by Obama
To coordinate among agencies and deliver cohesive progress on a few top priority issues despite disagreement, Obama announced his intention to include about six high-level policy positions on the White House staff. Among the first of these to be named was Carol Browner, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency in the Clinton Administration. She will oversee portions of approximately six different departments and agencies as the Administration formulates its policies on climate change, energy, and other environmental issues. 

Obama has shown an intention to be more transparent and to invite participation in government through the internet. President Carter set a precedent for similar efforts. By 1978, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission had begun to pay the costs incurred by nonprofit public interest groups and others in offering information to federal agencies that would build greater consensus and avoid litigation in the long run. Scientific societies such as SCB may be well positioned to help revitalize such a process.

Obama also has declared that he will protect the integrity of science and protect scientific staff of federal agencies. SCB not only has concurred with these measures but has recommended affirmative support and assistance for federal employees who wish to participate in the activities and governance of scientific societies. Such professional service was highly curtailed by some federal agencies in recent years.

Collaborative Development of Recommendations for Action
SCB recently developed recommendations for actions by the Obama Administration and the U.S. Congress to advance the scientific foundation for conserving biological diversity. During this process, we reached out to other professional societies, groups, and individuals concerned with defending scientific integrity in wildlife and environmental law. These conversations helped us to refine the final recommendations. 

Similar collaborations have strengthened other policy activities. For example, SCB helped to develop and chair a breakout session at the 2008 annual conference of the National Council on Science and the Environment (NCSE). We helped attendees from Maryland to clarify their messages to the offices of their congressional representatives. In addition, we arranged for SCB and NCSE to present their recommendations to Obama’s transition team two days after the NCSE conference. We hope to expand such cooperation during 2010. 

On a personal note, I recall that in the mid 1990s, some members of Congress reacted to extensive flooding in the Midwest by proposing to exempt from the Endangered Species Act any federal action that addressed flood control. Many religious leaders reminded their elected officials of the story of Noah’s Ark, in which humans recognized an obligation to conserve all species in the wake of massive flooding. The congressional proposal was withdrawn. We now have another opportunity to guide the metaphorical ark of good policy, and I encourage all members to consider how they might contribute.

John Fitzgerald
NOTE: On 15 January, Congressman Nick Rahall introduced a joint resolution invoking the Congressional Review Act to overturn recent regulatory changes to the U.S. Endangered Species Act. The changes would affect requirements for federal consultation on activities or decisions that might affect species protected under the act. SCB, the Ornithological Council, and The Wildlife Society jointly submitted comments critical of these proposed changes in September 2008. 

Literature Cited
Alagona, P.S. 2008. Credibility. Conservation Biology 22:1365-1367.

2009 ANNUAL MEETING -- 11-16 JULY -- BEIJING, CHINA: INFORMATION ON SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
Online registration for the 2009 annual meeting will open in early February. Early registration discounts are offered until 2 April. Regular registration is open until 27 May. 

The Local Organizing Committee is pleased to announce that the following symposia, workshops, discussion group, and short courses will be presented in Beijing. The name and affiliation of the primary organizer follows the title of the special session.

SYMPOSIA
Asian elephants in fragmented landscapes: conflict or conservation or both? Raman Sukumar, Indian Institute of Science.

Balance, harmony, power: evaluating trade-offs in resource conservation, conversion, and extraction in protected areas. Paul Hirsch, Georgia Institute of Technology.

Beyond ideas: using the valuation of ecosystem services to advance conservation on the ground. Heather Tallis, Stanford University.

Building a global practice of human-wildlife conflict management. Mary Pearl, Wildlife Trust.

Common property, biodiversity conservation, and climate change. David Bray, Florida International University.

Connecting the human footprint to the ecological footprint: impacts of consumption on global biodiversity on an urbanizing planet. Lisa Hickey, Wildlife Conservation Society.

Conservation challenges on the roof of the world. Andrew Smith, Arizona State University.

Conservation practices in China. Zhi Lu, Peking University.

Conservation science for giant pandas and their habitat. Ron Swaisgood, Zoological Society of San Diego.

Conserving southeast Asia’s imperiled biodiversity -- scientific, management, and policy challenges. Lian Pin Koh, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology.

Cost of ensuring biodiversity security: making the world protected areas network resilient to climate change. Rebecca Shaw, The Nature Conservancy.

Cranes, communities and conservation: a charismatic bird inspires wetland conservation across eastern Asia. James Harris, International Crane Foundation.

Drivers of the 21st century global wildlife trade: key challenges and opportunities for sustainability. Julia Baum, Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

Forest management and wildlife conservation from China and international perspectives -- seeking harmony of wildlife biodiversity and human demands for forest resources. Yong Wang, Alabama A&M University.

Galliformes -- barometers of the state of applied ecology and wildlife conservation in Asia. Philip McGowan, World Pheasant Association.

How a climate agreement can complement existing conservation law, restore ecosystems, and improve the economy. John Fitzgerald, Society for Conservation Biology.

Integrated protection and restoration of wetlands, rivers, and subterranean aquatic ecosystems. Eren Turak, DECC, Australia.

Lessons learned from the International Marine Conservation Congress and future directions in marine conservation. John Cigliano, Cedar Crest College.

Long distance wildlife migrations in Asia: understanding and conserving these spectacular ecological processes. Amanda Fine, Wildlife Conservation Society.

Mainstreaming biodiversity: a business case for conservation. Don Melnick, Columbia University.

Making ecosystem services count: real-world progress from Africa. Andrew Balmford, University of Cambridge.

Measuring progress towards achieving CBD targets in the lead up to 2010. Jorn Scharlemann, UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre.

New approaches to monitoring biodiversity. Richard Primack, Boston University.

Restoration of large river ecological functions for biodiversity conservation: case studies from China and USA. Yao Yin, United States Geological Survey.

Restoring Przewalski’s Horses -- lessons learned from in-situ and ex-situ conservation. Peter Leimgruber, National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institution.

The Asian primate crisis: priorities and actions. Yongcheng Long, The Nature Conservancy.

Wildlife EIDs and biodiversity. Hongxuan He, Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

WORKSHOPS
Biofuels: clear and present danger to biodiversity. Franz Matzner, Natural Resources Defense Council.

Expanding the teaching toolbox: using digital open educational resources (OERs) to teach conservation biology. Nora Bynum, American Museum of Natural History.

Getting the word out: harnessing the power of video to extend conservation communication. Jennifer Moslemi, Cornell University.

Global conservation assessment for freshwater biodiversity. Eren Turak, DECC, Australia.

How to improve your paper and get it published in an international conservation journal. Richard Primack, Boston University.

Human-wildlife conflict -- beyond biology. Michael Manfredo, Colorado State University.

IFS research grant proposal writing: a writing workshop for young social scientists from developing countries. Eren Zink, International Foundation for Science.

Improving the conservation impact of scientific publishing. E.J. Milner-Gulland, Imperial College London.

Incentive-based approaches to marine conservation: when and how to use buy-outs, incentive agreements, and alternative livelihoods. Heidi Gjertsen, Conservation International.

Linking students to conservation using multimedia and online social networks through ConservationBridge.org. Jamie Herring, Cornell University.

NGO-business partnerships: why and how to engage the private sector to achieve conservation outcomes. Paul Herbertson, Fauna and Flora International.

Participating in a conference: some advice for newcomers. Malcolm Hunter, University of Maine.

Rangeland conservation: harmony for nature and local community. Changqing Yu, Tsinghua University.

Reducing disaster risk through conservation: a workshop for conservation practitioners. Jonathan Randall, World Wildlife Fund.

DISCUSSION GROUP
Asian cat conservation. Shannon Barber-Meyer, World Wildlife Fund.

SHORT COURSES
Incorporating systems thinking into conservation management decision-making: tools and technologies for civic science. Gregg Walker, Oregon State University.

Integrated valuation of ecosystem services and tradeoffs (InVEST): tool for conservation and development decision-making. Christine Tam, Stanford University.

Targeting behavior: working with people to design education and communications strategies for conservation. Michael Matarasso, Conservation International.

The role of the social sciences in conservation planning. Tara Teel, Colorado State University.

SAVE THE DATE!
The joint meeting of the North American Chapters of the Society for Conservation Biology and the 10th Biennial Conference of Research on the Colorado Plateau, Collaborative Conservation in Rapidly Changing Landscapes, will be held 5-8 October 2009 in Flagstaff, Arizona, USA. Please join us in a grounded, solution-oriented conference. Themes will include climate change, energy policies, water scarcity, connectivity, collaborative networks, and drafting of a unified blueprint for conservation of biological diversity for North America. More information will be available in upcoming newsletters and a meeting Web site. 

CHAPTERS CORNER
Many of SCB’s Chapters have become adept at hosting area meetings of one to five days’ duration. These meetings bring together students, professionals, and academics to explore regional and disciplinary topics. The longest running annual meeting is the San Francisco Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium. This symposium began in 1998, with hosts rotating among the Davis Chapter, Berkeley Chapter, other area universities, and now the new Central California Coast Chapter. The Montana Chapter launched the most recent symposium series. The following are highlights from these meetings.

Tenth Annual Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium 

The tenth annual Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium, organized by the Davis Chapter, was held at University of California, Davis on 2 February 2008. The meeting drew more than 150 students, academics, and professionals from industry and nongovernmental organizations. The meeting featured 45 contributed talks and posters, two plenary presentations, and a participatory panel discussion. A plenary by Holly Doremus, Professor of Law at University of California, Davis, offered insight into the intersection between politics and the environment. The keynote speaker, Robert Robichaux from the University of Arizona, discussed his work on reintroduction of endangered plants and ecosystem restoration in Hawaii. The panel discussion by Jay Chamberlin, Susan Jones, Peter Moyle, Rob Robichaux, Mark Schwartz, and Nat Seavy, “Bridging the gap between science and management: how to prioritize conservation actions,” was a highlight of the meeting. The meeting achieved its goals of connecting students and professionals and continuing the discussion about how to improve science and policy related to conservation.

Michael Branstetter
Preview: 11th annual Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium 

The 11th annual Bay Area Conservation Biology Symposium, co-hosted by the Central California Coast Chapter and the Ecology and Evolution Group within Stanford University’s Department of Biology, was held on 31 January 2009 at Stanford University. The theme of the 2009 symposium, Bridging Gaps Between Academics and Professionals, is reflected in the membership of the new Central California Coast Chapter. Plenary speakers were Terry Root (Stanford University) and Peggy Olofson (San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project). Talks were well attended, and many collaborative projects were seeded.

Sadie Ryan 

First Research Symposium of the Montana Chapter
The Montana Chapter hosted its first regional symposium, Applying Conservation Science to Action, on 9-10 October 2008 in Missoula, Montana. The meeting was organized around the theme of applying science to real world conservation problems, policy decisions, and educational outreach. The symposium was a excellent opportunity to share research and learn about cutting edge conservation science in in Montana and the Northern Rockies / Transboundary region. About 75 researchers, academics, and conservationists from Calgary, Edmonton, Moscow (Idaho), Bozeman (Montana), and Missoula attended. 

The symposium featured three invited plenary talks from professors at the University of Montana, approximately 20 oral presentations, and a poster session. Joel Berger, John J. Craighead Chair of Wildlife Conservation, presented the opening plenary, “Ecological Symbolism and Conservation -- Can America Protect Migration Corridors? Martin Nie, Associate Professor of Natural Resource Policy, presented “National Forest Policy Assessment -- report to Senator Jon Tester.” Scott Mills, Professor of Wildlife Population Ecology, presented “Keeping Conservation Biology Thriving for the Next 22 Years.” The plenaries were filmed, shown on local television, and are available to stream on our Web site. For a full list of abstracts and upcoming events, visit www.conbio.org/Chapters/Montana.

Adam Switalski

Georgia Chapter Offers Seminar Series
The Georgia Chapter hosted Stuart Pimm, Doris Duke Professor of Conservation Ecology at Duke University, on 5 February as part of its spring 2009 conservation seminar series. The talk was held at the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens. The series began on 20 January with a presentation by G. Randall Tate, Director of Science and Stewardship for the Georgia Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. Speakers for March and April will be determined, and the Chapter welcomes all interested parties to attend.

SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY AWARDS 2009
After several weeks of active, energetic, and constructive work during which we read nominations and discussed candidates, SCB’s Awards Committee and Board of Governors reached a decision on this year’s awards. The pool of nominees had a notably high proportion of individuals with high levels of acclaim, extraordinary achievements, and outstanding careers. Recognizing such individuals is a major step toward promoting conservation actions around the world, and we believe that SCB provides a service by distinguishing these individuals and highlighting their remarkable accomplishments on behalf of the world’s biological diversity. The awards will be presented during the 2009 annual meeting.

EDWARD T. LAROE III MEMORIAL AWARD
The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given to an individual who has made major research contributions to conservation biology and has been a leader in translating their work to inform policy. The award honors the memory of Ted LaRoe, the first Director of the U.S. Biological Survey. Ted was a marine biologist who believed that scientists not only have a responsibility to conduct high quality research that is relevant to policy and management, but also to communicate results and inferences from that research to those making policy and management decisions. The intent of the LaRoe award is to recognize the innovative application of science to resource management and policy by scientists. 

Joel Berger
Joel Berger (United States) is honored for his extraordinary leadership toward conservation of migration corridors and predator-prey dynamics and for shaping policy with strong science. Berger is well-known for his work across Africa, Asia, Alaska and other regions of North America, and for working in close collaboration with numerous institutions and governments. 

EARLY CAREER CONSERVATIONIST
Aili Kang
Aili Kang (China) focuses her work on medium to large sized mammals, primarily in the Chinese and Tibetan steppe, such as Marco Polo sheep, yak, saiga, and Przewalski’s gazelle. Her efforts already have had a significant positive impact on these and other species, and she continues to expand the scope of her conservation work.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS
George Schaller
George Schaller (United States) was recognized for extraordinary contributions to the conservation of many of the world’s most iconic and endangered species through leadership in field research and applied conservation.

Kamal Bawa
Kamal Bawa (India) is honored for extraordinary contributions to conservation in India through the establishment of the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment and related activities. Bawa is widely recognized for his work on the ecology, conservation, and sustainable use of tropical forests. 

Ernesto Enkerlin
Ernesto Enkerlin (Mexico) is honored for his extraordinary pioneering role in wildlife management. He has used knowledge and policy to produce real and tangible results, integrating and articulating conservation and sustainable development. Enkerlin has strengthened and implemented conservation actions across Mexico, making this country’s system of protected areas one of the most solid and functional in the developing world. 

Marika Tuiwawa

Marika Tuiwawa (Fiji) is honored for his work on the study and protection of the Fijian lowland forest. His work with local communities and the government has established a 20,000 ha protected area for this forest. He is recognized for extraordinary contributions to promoting conservation of biological diversity in Fiji and the Pacific through research and teaching and mentoring students, community groups, and government staff.

UPDATES FROM WORKING GROUPS AND REGIONAL SECTIONS
SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Looking Ahead: Social Science and SCB
The Social Science Working Group celebrated its fifth anniversary in 2008. In recognition of this milestone, and to chart a course for the next five years, the Working Group’s Board of Directors initiated a strategic planning process. Results of this process are now available at www.conservationbiology.org/sswg; to provide feedback, please email sswginput@gmail.com.

Program review, 2003-2008
The first step in our strategic planning process was a program review of the Working Group’s progress and contributions during its first five years. David Bray of Florida International University led this review, surveying past and present board members, interviewing key individuals inside and outside SCB, and examining internal documents of the Working Group and the published literature on social science in conservation of biological diversity. Bray’s review highlights the following.

-- The Working Group is an historic achievement as the first effort in any professional society to formally integrate social and biological sciences for conservation of biological diversity.

-- The Working Group has, in essence, created the field of conservation social science.

-- Navigating more-controversial conservation issues while providing tools and resources for practitioners and policy makers stands as a key intellectual challenge for the Working Group.

-- Organizationally, the Working Group must grapple with the time commitment required to serve on the Board, ensure successful leadership transitions, and secure adequate financing to realize goals.

Formative assessment
To further assess our performance and to identify our membership’s collective priorities for the future, the Board complemented the strategic review by surveying the Working Group’s membership. Lynne Doner Lotenberg, an independent expert in social marketing, led this assessment on behalf of the Working Group. Results indicate that

-- Members are excited about the idea of a “Social Science Working Group” as it provides a home for their work and they believe an interdisciplinary approach is key to successfully conserving biological diversity.

-- Members would like to see more progress toward realizing the mission of the Working Group.

-- Many members are unaware of what the Working Group has accomplished and the range of resources it offers.

-- The highest priority identified is for the Working Group to act as a convener to raise the profile of conservation social science for audiences external to the group.

Strategic plan, 2009-2014
The program review and formative assessment, together with feedback from members and SCB’s Executive Office, were the foundation for development of our new strategic plan. Initially outlined during a two day Board retreat and refined over several months, the strategic plan charts a course for the Working Group over the next five years. While the Working Group’s mission remains unchanged, the new strategic plan -- currently in draft form -- proposes future investment in a mix of novel foci and longstanding areas of emphasis. We seek to make continuous progress toward five goals over the next five years:

1. Science. Advance scientific understanding of conservation as a social process.

2. Policy. Inform conservation decision-making through scientific dialogue and stakeholder engagement.

3. Capacity building. Enhance the ability of scholars and practitioners to understand and address the social dimensions of biodiversity conservation.

4. Membership. Expand, diversify, and engage the membership of the Working Group.

5. Organizational development. Increase the capacity of the Working Group to achieve its mission.

2009 annual workplan
Based on the new strategic plan, we developed our workplan for 2009. Key activities include delivering a short course at the 2009 annual meeting, building a more diverse membership, organizing symposia on key conservation questions, and assisting with preparations for 2010 SCB meetings in Edmonton and elsewhere.

The Board thanks the Working Group’s members for help in developing the strategic plan. We welcome feedback and look forward to your help in making this vision a reality. 

Daniel Miller
Conservation and Music
Rich Wallace, chair of the our Program Committee, recently undertook a “conservation musicology” project. Seeking popular songs pertaining to climate change but finding few, Rich surveyed our members and subscribers to two other listservers (about 1500 people in all), broadening the subject to songs about human impacts on the environment. The resulting list includes 185 different artists and 277 different songs (not including eight entries where an artist produced an environmentally themed album or has devoted all or a substantial part of their career to songs about the environment). The list eventually will be posted on the Working Group’s Web site to facilitate access, corrections, and updates. In the meantime, to receive a copy of the list, please email Rich (rwallace@ursinus.edu). Additional suggestions are welcome!

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

2009 SCB Annual Meeting

Many thanks to Eren Turak for leading the process of submitting proposals for a freshwater symposium and workshop for the 2009 annual meeting. We are pleased to announce that both of these proposals were successful. We look forward to your participation in the symposium Integrated protection and restoration of wetlands, rivers and subterranean aquatic ecosystems and the workshop Global conservation assessment for freshwater biodiversity. For further information, please contact Eren (Eren.Turak@environment.nsw.gov.au).

Working Group Elections
Elections were held during the last quarter of 2008, and we are pleased to welcome new and returning board members Eren Turak, Michael Marchetti, Aventino Kasangaki, Lisa Bonneau, and Suleyman Gul. We are extremely grateful to our retiring board members Carlos Carrera-Reyes and Simon Linke for their service.  

Mordy Ogada became President of the Working Group on 1 January after serving as President Elect for two years, and board member Jeanne Nel was elected to the position of President Elect. We thank our outgoing president Ken Vance-Borland for his visionary leadership during his term of office. Ken will be our Past President and an ex officio board member for the next two years.

The Working Group strives to represent on its board all Sections of SCB. The 2009 Board includes the following members.

Lisa Bonneau, United States

Suleyman Gul, Turkey

Nathaniel Hitt, United States

Kunjuraman Vijayamma Jayachandran, India

Aventino Kasangaki, Uganda

Michael Marchetti, United States

Jeanne Nel (President Elect), South Africa

Mordecai Ogada (President), Kenya

Ravi Shanker Kanoje, India

Eren Turak, Australia

Ken Vance-Borland (Past President, ex officio), United States

Strategic Plan
Our strategic planning process ended on 22 December 2008 with adoption of the strategic plan by a vote of the Board. The strategic plan, available at www.conbio.org/workinggroups/freshwater/, is now an official Working Group document that we hope will be embraced by all members.

Freshwater List
To join the freshwater email list, go to http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwater/. The volume of messages is relatively low. Postings typically address freshwater conservation issues, publications, jobs, and resources.

Aventino Kasangaki
NORTH AMERICA
SCB’s recommendations to Obama’s Adminstration are being received favorably. Updates on the full range of our activities will appear in the May newsletter. Remember to hold 5-8 October for a productive meeting in Flagstaff.  

Erica Fleishman
MARINE
The Fundraising Committee for the International Marine Conservation Congress (IMCC; www.conbio.org/IMCC) is well on the way to meeting its goal of $265,000. More than half of this goal already has been met through generous donations from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, National Park Service, Nature Conservancy, Packard Foundation, Rufford Foundation, and The Nature Conservancy. With several donations pending, the IMCC should be fully supported.

Phaedra Doukakis

The Marine Board formally submitted comments in support of the recent designation of three new U.S. Marine National Monuments by Past President George Bush. The combined area of these new monuments, more than 500,000 square km, is greater than any other protected area in the world. Board members worked with leaders from the Marine Conservation Biology Institute to draft a letter that was approved by SCB’s Policy Committee and then sent to President Bush’s chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality, James Connaughton. Mr. Connaughton was instrumental in the promotion and eventual designation of these protected areas.

The new marine monuments now exceed the world’s two largest marine protected areas, Papahânaumokuâkea Marine National Monument (362,000 square km), designated by Bush in 2006, and Australia’s Great Barrier Reef Marine Reserve (344,000 square km). The new protected areas include the Mariana Trench, the deepest location in any ocean, as well as areas surrounding three uninhabited islands in the Northern Marianas, Rose Atoll in American Samoa, and seven islands along the equator in the central Pacific Ocean. The designations will protect thousands of species of fishes, invertebrates, marine mammals, terrestrial and marine plants, and sea birds in some on the most pristine coral atolls on Earth.

Jennifer Smith
EUROPE
At the end of 2008, the Europe Section held its annual elections. Four positions on the Board were open this year, including President Elect. We had an impressive slate of candidates, and thank all who ran for office. Please remember that Section committees offer exciting opportunities to become actively involved in the work of the Section. 

Congratulations to the four new members of the Board. Andras Baldi (Hungary) returns to the Board as President Elect. Andras previously served as a board member and chair of the Local Organizing Committee for the first European Congress of Conservation Biology (ECCB); Andras also serves on SCB’s Conference Committee. Barbara Livoreil (France) was reelected for a second term as a board member and currently chairs our Communications Committee. We welcome Raphael Arlettaz (Switzerland) and Bengt Gunnar Jonsson (Sweden), who each were elected to serve a three-year term. Thanks to departing board members Andrew Pullin, Javier Bustamante, and Per Sjogren-Gulve for their work on behalf of the Section; we especially thank Andrew for his leadership as President. 

Martin Dieterich became President of the Section on 1 January. Martin directs the Institute for Landscape Ecology and Nature Conservation (ILN Singen) and is Associate Professor with the Agricultural University of Hohenheim (Germany). Martin has been a member of the Section’s Board since 2003. He launched and chaired the Section’s Policy Committee from 2003 to 2006. Martin’s goals include making the Section more visible in the European conservation scene, becoming more active in conservation policies, and increasing the number and activity level of members.

The Section’s committees were active during the last months of 2008. The Education Committee welcomed two new members, bringing their active membership to eight from six countries (Croatia, Germany, Greece, Italy, Malta, Sweden, and the United Kingdom). After the successful organization of the Greek Summer School on conservation biology in 2008 (www.cbcd.eu/gss), the Committee is currently fundraising for the next school, which will be held 1-9 August 2009. This school, aimed at senior undergraduate and MSc students from all over Europe, will have 15 places available. A second Conservation Biology School (ISCB) is directed at 15-20 MSc and Ph.D. students and is co-organized by the Croatian Biological Society, the Section, and the Center for Marine Research of the “Ruder Boskovic” Institute. An international team of instructors, guest speakers, and field lecturers from Europe, the United States, and Canada will present the latest trends, case studies, and state of the art knowledge. The intensive nine-day course will be held in the historic city of Rovinj from 15-23 June 2009. Students who complete the course successfully will receive a certificate and seven ECTS credits towards their university degree. More information is available at www.hbd1885.hr/iscb.

In December 2009, the Section’s Policy Committee led a visit of conservation biologists to the European Parliament and the European Commission in Brussels. Meetings were arranged with four Directorates-General from the European Commission: Environment (Directorates Nature & Biodiversity and Life), Agriculture and Rural Development, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, and Research. The group also met with members of European Parliament and representatives of the European Environmental Bureau. Many relevant conservation issues were discussed during the successful visit, such as the Natura 2000 network and protection of biological diversity as climate changes, the European strategy on invasive species, the establishment of Marine Protected Areas, and the representation of conservation science in the framework programs. The protection of roadless areas in Europe, an initiative launched by the Policy Committee, was received with particular enthusiasm. The Committee is also contributing to the upcoming ECCB in Prague. This includes organizing a Special Session on Natura 2000 and the implementation of nature conservation directives of the European Union.

In May and June of 2008, the Section conducted a survey of members that addressed their needs and requirements, opinions on the Section’s activities, and suggestions on how to increase membership. Ninety-six respondents completed the survey (approximately 20% of the membership), more than half of whom were researchers. About 50% of the respondents subscribed to the European listserv. Most of them learned about the Section via the Web site or SCB publications. The most important reason to join was “to stay informed in conservation issues” in the global and European contexts and to receive Conservation Biology. For more than 72% of the respondents, organization of the ECCB is a very important activity of the Section. Approximately 70% of the respondents considered developing contacts with policy makers and becoming more involved in European conservation policy debates as high-priority tasks for the Section. SCB meetings and summer schools also were ranked as very important by 37% of respondents. Most respondents indicated that they were satisfied with the Section’s work, but many recommended that the Section improve its visibility in Europe and be more active in communication within the membership and between the Board and the members. We are actively working to develop new communication initiatives including a blog, http://euroconbio.blogspot.com/.

The Web-based survey was extended to include SCB members who reside in Europe but are not members of the Section. There was a slightly lower level of participation (13% completed the survey) and, according to their responses, it is not clear that one can join the Section when registering as an SCB member. The majority of respondents (59%) were not aware that joining the Section was a possibility when they registered, while a few respondents thought they had joined the Section or did not know how to join. More information about the survey is available at www.conbio.org/sections/europe/news.cfm.

A major task for the Section in the coming months will be preparing for the second ECCB. The Board will be meeting with the Local Organizing Committee in February to review submitted abstracts and to finalize the scientific program. Visit www.eccb2009.org for current information. Early-registration discounts are available until 30 April.

As always, the board encourages the participation of Section members in the activity of the Section. Contact the Board with any questions or comments at europe@conservationbiology.org. 

Owen Nevin
AUSTRALASIA
It is the start of an active year for our Section, beginning with a name change. At the end of 2008, the Board recognized that “Australasia” does not accurately describe the region that our Section actually covers. There was real confusion about which countries are part of the Asia section and which are part of the Australasia Section. Since our Section covers the regions of Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, Polynesia, and Micronesia -- by far the largest terrestrial Section in SCB -- we unanimously agreed to change our Section’s name to Oceania. This name and SCB’s definition of our Section’s geographical boundaries agree with those of the International Union for Conservation of Nature. The suggested name change will be submitted to SCB’s Board for approval at their March retreat. The Board welcomes any comments on the change (please send me an email at james.jameswatson@gmail.com).

One of our key objectives for 2009 is to contribute significantly to development of conservation policy in the region. Richard Kingsford (University of Sydney) is leading a collective effort to develop of a series of policy white-papers that will identify the chief conservation concerns in the region. The white papers also will elaborate on sensible policies that might be enacted by governments, and other stakeholders, to address these concerns. We see this as an appropriate way for SCB to generate real conservation outcomes in the region and in work with governments, nongovernmental organizations, and other stakeholders. We aim to involve as many local conservation scientists and policy makers in this process as possible, so please contact me if you are interested in participating.

Another aim for 2009 is to continue building capacity and involvement in SCB in the countries of Micronesia, Polynesia, and Macronesia. We recognize that because New Zealand and Australia have a relatively large number of members, there is often a focus on these two countries. We aim to address this imbalance, and hopefully to convene a regional meeting outside of New Zealand and Australia.

Following the outstanding success of our first Section meeting in Sydney, we are holding a Section meeting in Hobart, Tasmania at the end of 2009. Logistic details will be available soon. We are also building toward a global SCB meeting that we hope to hold in New Zealand in 2011; we will present a proposal for this meeting to SCB’s Board of Governors in the near future.

A final objective for 2009 is to build membership and momentum within the Section. If you have colleagues who are conservation scientists in the region, please encourage them to join their professional society. If you have some spare time and want to become more involved with SCB, please do not hesitate to contact me, or any of the board members, as there are many ways that people can develop conservation policy and capacity in the region.

The Board thanks Craig Morley and Karen Firestone for their leadership and dedication during their terms as President and Treasurer-Secretary of the Section over the past several years.

James Watson

ANNOUNCEMENT: ONLINE COMMUNITY
WildlifeDirect aims to build an online global community of conservationists through its Web site http://WildlifeDirect.org. This is a blogging platform for conservationists based anywhere in the world. Our conservation partners use blogs as a tool to raise awareness about the day to day conservation challenges on the ground, especially in developing countries. The blogs, which are read by thousands of visitors, allow conservationists to grow their own network of supporters to raise awareness and much-needed funds through donations, especially during emergencies. We currently have more than 70 blogs from Africa, Asia, and South America. We seek to expand our network of partners through the Albertine Rift countries of Eastern Africa, where we will soon visit to conduct training. Any contacts in this region would be most appreciated.
ANNOUNCEMENT: GRADUATE TRAINING
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University offers a Ph.D. assistantship in mapping ecosystem services. The candidate will participate in development of conceptual models for and spatial analyses of relations among conservation practices, biological diversity, delivery of ecosystem services, and human well being in a U.S. river basin. Qualifications are a master’s degree in landscape ecology, ecological economics, conservation biology, geography, or a related discipline; commitment to multidisciplinary research; demonstrated scientific productivity, including peer-reviewed publications; strong statistical skills; experience with large geospatial datasets; and excellent writing skills. Salary is US$22,000-24,000 per year plus tuition. The closing date for applications is 31 July 2009. Please send a letter of interest, resume, GRE scores, and names of three references to Paul Angermeier, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061-0321, 1 540 231-4501, biota@vt.edu.
DAVID H. SMITH CONSERVATION RESEARCH FELLOWS: CLASS OF 2009

The Society for Conservation Biology and the Cedar Tree Foundation are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2009 David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship. The Smith Fellowship, the premier postdoctoral program in conservation biology in the United States, seeks to find solutions to the nation’s most pressing conservation challenges. Each Fellow’s research is conducted in partnership with a major academic institution and an “on the ground” conservation organization to help bridge the gap between theory and application.

The following fellowship recipients were selected on 6 January from a pool of highly qualified recent recipients of Ph.D.s from around the world.

Sarah Keenan Jacobi will complete the project “A Framework for Optimal Spatial and Temporal Resource Allocation for Large Scale Conservation Problems” under the academic mentorship of Jeffrey Camm at the University of Cincinnati School of Business and in partnership with Eric Lonsdorf at the Lincoln Park Zoo.

Lekelia Jenkins will focus on “Global Oceans, Global Knowledge: Codifying Approaches for Successful Cross-Cultural Adoption of Marine Conservation Technologies” under the academic mentorship of Patrick Christie at the University of Washington and in partnership with Martin Hall of the International Tropical Tuna Commission and Wallace Nichols of Ocean Conservancy.
Raina Plowright will examine “Climate Change, Wildlife Corridors, and Health Consequences in the US Northern Rockies” under the academic mentorship of Peter Hudson at the Pennsylvania State University and in partnership with Shaun McGrath of the Western Governors Association and Peter Daszak of the Consortium for Conservation Medicine.

Sarah Reed will complete the project “Can conservation development conserve wildlife habitat connectivity?” under the academic mentorship of David Theobald at Colorado State University and in partnership with Jodi Hilty of the Wildlife Conservation Society.

While the Smith Fellows’ research projects focus on urgent conservation issues, they also learn firsthand about the challenges and rewards of conservation applications. The program’s focus is to enlarge the Fellows’ professional opportunities and ensure future success by helping them build relationships in the conservation and research communities and by providing opportunities for professional development through targeted workshops and training events.
The late Dr. David H. Smith, founder of the Cedar Tree Foundation, was a pediatrician, inventor, and conservationist. He established the Smith Fellowship in 1998 with a grant to The Nature Conservancy. In 2005, the Fellowship was broadened to include the broader conservation community and is now administered by the Society for Conservation Biology. The Smith Fellowship seeks to identify and support early-career scientists who will shape the growth of applied conservation biology. 
Requests for proposals for the 2010 Class of Smith Fellows will be announced in June 2009. For more information see www.SmithFellows.org or contact Shonda Foster, 1 202 234-4133.
