CONSERVATION LETTERS LAUNCHES
Conservation Letters is a new, online-only scientific journal of the Society for Conservation Biology. The bimonthly journal publishes empirical and theoretical research with significant implications for the conservation of biological diversity. 

Conservation Letters complements Conservation Biology by emphasizing (1) the policy and implementation implications of all research accepted for publication, (2) interdisciplinary and intradisciplinary approaches to conservation problems, (3) articles emanating from social science disciplines that illuminate social, political, and economic aspects of conservation interventions, and (4) relatively short articles (maximum 3000 words). Conservation Letters will publish three types of articles.

-- Letters: novel findings with high relevance for conservation practice or policy

-- Mini-Reviews: overviews of emerging subjects that merit urgent coverage, or succinct syntheses of important topics that rarely are encountered in the mainstream literature

-- Policy Perspectives: brief essays for a general audience on issues related to conservation and society

The journal welcomes submissions across the biological and social sciences -- especially interdisciplinary submissions -- that advance pragmatic conservation goals as well as scientific understanding. Conservation Letters seeks manuscripts in all biomes (marine, terrestrial, and freshwater), ecosystems, and cultural settings, and will strive for balanced coverage of each. Manuscripts will be published on a rapid communications schedule and therefore should be current and topical. Research articles should clearly articulate the significance of their findings for conservation policy and practice. This new journal will be free to SCB members in good standing.

Free online access to all in 2008! Once subscriptions are accepted, only libraries and SCB members will be eligible to subscribe. Sign up for free E-Alerts at www.blackwellsynergy.com/action/doUpdateAlertSettings?journalCod

For more information, visit www.conservationletters.com

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS OF CONSERVATION LETTERS
Conservation science, like the biodiversity it seeks to understand and safeguard, is evolving rapidly: building in urgency, crossing political and disciplinary boundaries, changing and being changed by the human environment. It is our intention that this new journal reflects those changes. Fast, global and policy-relevant, Conservation Letters will draw on knowledge, tools and interactions from many disciplines -- geography, ecology, evolution, mathematics, economics, psychology, sociology and anthropology among them. We want to ensure managers and policy makers are armed with the best information that research has to offer and foreknowledge of the culture of intervention.

Conservation Letters is a forum for the rapid publication of the most novel research that will transform our perspective on important issues that are relevant across borders. Conservation is an explicitly applied discipline: research needs to be geared for implementation within specific social, economic and administrative realities. Consequently, publication in Conservation Letters requires that all authors clearly articulate the implications of their findings for policy and practice. We aim to publish concise papers that merit urgent dissemination by virtue of their originality, general interest and contribution to effective policy and management solutions. 

We are most interested in innovative approaches to persistent problems or early detection of emerging ones, and therefore discourage papers that primarily confirm or extend results of previous work. We recognize that in some areas of conservation sample sizes will be small and controlled experiments impossible. Therefore arguments may often rely on novel forms of analysis and synthesis.

The Editorial Office will ensure that manuscripts are handled with dispatch and that accepted articles are published quickly. For the majority of academic journals, first decisions are rendered on the scale of months, and the time elapsed between submitting and publishing can exceed a year. The Editorial Board of Conservation Letters will strive to review all manuscripts within 6 weeks and deliver submission-to-publication turnarounds of 4-5 months. As the inaugural editorial team, we are committed to providing authors with transparent and constructive decisions. 

We are genuinely excited by the growth in our discipline and hope that this journal will help to elevate its quality, focus, and relevance.

Richard Cowling

Michael Mascia

Hugh Possingham

Bill Sutherland
A SWAN SONG

BY MALCOLM HUNTER
The ancient belief that the mute swan sings a glorious song, for the first and only time, as death approaches has produced an evocative metaphor that is useful for essays like this one. Neither my death nor professional retirement are imminent but as I leave SCB’s Board of Governors after 14 years, it does seem like an opportune moment for some reflection.
The prospect of hearing a swan song for nature is, of course, in the forefront of concerns for every person who values the natural world in its own right, or who fully understands how human welfare depends on intact ecosystems. Among all the people who think and care about nature I particularly enjoy the company of conservation professionals because we are motivated, not overwhelmed, by the importance of this issue. We are “can-do” people who strive to make a difference. For people who share our values, but not our professional expertise, the situation must seem highly frustrating because their options for action seem so constrained; many of them have difficulty seeing beyond recycling the trash, sending a donation to an environmental group, or voting for a relatively green candidate. Under these circumstances it would be easy to let pessimism rule the day. 

Even professional conservationists regularly are confronted by the issue of balancing pessimism, optimism, and realism. At times it seems that our deep understanding of ecology condemns us, in the words of Aldo Leopold, to “living alone in a world of wounds.” But how have things changed since Leopold’s day? Certainly there are many more conservation professionals now, so at least our quest no longer needs to be lonely. (Witness the dramatic growth of SCB’s membership, and we still are reaching only a small portion of the world’s conservation professionals.) More importantly, after roughly a century of concerted effort by conservation professionals, we can report hundreds of good news stories. I am reminded of one every day as I look out over the Penobscot River in Maine, USA, where my wife and I live. When Aldo Leopold was alive, the site of our home was embedded in a major industrial complex designed to bring logs from the interior of Maine to coastal mills. During my first encounters with the Penobscot a few decades ago, the river was utterly befouled by sewage and the effluent of three upstream paper mills. Today we overlook river banks lined by tall pines and I like to boast to friends that we see more eagles than robins at our house. Within the next few years two major dams will be removed and restoration of the salmon run will follow. There are two key elements in this and other success stories: first, given half a chance, many species exhibit remarkable resilience; and second, conservation action can be highly effective. The first element can give us a measure of comfort, the second a measure of pride; both are the basis for some optimism.

Of course realistically, standing at a distance and looking at the global pattern of ecosystem loss and degradation, the current trend is clearly negative and the solace is harder to find. If you are a truly a big-picture person you can broaden your temporal perspective to think about Earth’s 600-million year fossil record. The overall upward trend of species richness is clear and it is reasonable to assume that the trend will continue until the sun expires. Those noteworthy exceptions to the overall trend (five previous mass extinction events and the extinction event humans are driving now) may require millions of years of recovery through evolution, but they are relatively easy to accept on such enormous time scales.

As a person engaged in conservation action you also can take solace in the fact that you are making a difference. Stories of success may be outnumbered by stories of loss, but the successes still count. Try to imagine what the world would look like today without hundreds of thousands of conservationists devoting the last century to saving species and ecosystems. We have made a huge difference and I believe we will make a bigger difference in the future. Indeed, I think that it is entirely possible that our gains will outnumber our losses at some point in the next century or so. Call me an optimist but I predict that future historians will look back on this period as the Environmental Dark Ages, beginning with the Industrial Revolution and ending when the human population has stabilized and we have become far more intelligent about resource use. With perseverance and luck, the next era, the Environmental Renaissance, may arrive relatively soon and we will never need to listen for nature’s swan song. 

Malcolm Hunter (University of Maine, Orono) received a 2007 Distinguished Service Award from SCB for his contributions to the field of conservation biology and for superb leadership as President of the Society of Conservation Biology from 2001 to 2003 as it evolved into a more international organization. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: SCB’S INVESTMENT IN CARBON OFFSETS

Dear Editor,

One thing that has been going through my mind since reading “SCB’s investment in carbon offsets: frequently asked questions about the Baviaanskloof Megareserve Project, South Africa” in our November 2007 newsletter (volume 14, issue 4) is Paul Beier’s statement, “it is appropriate that climate change is SCB’s number one policy priority” (page 13). But is it appropriate?

If we focus our energies on climate change but ignore economic growth, the economy will continue to appropriate, degrade, and even liquidate more and more ecosystems, which not only puts humanity in jeopardy from the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services but also exacerbates climate change further from the reduced capacity for ecosystem carbon sequestration.

Whereas, if we focus on economic growth and the instigation of a steady state economic model, then we not only reduce per capita consumption and population growth but we stop the onslaught of the destruction of our global ecosystems and biodiversity, which helps us better control climate change through the ecosystems’ abilities to sequester carbon dioxide.

In other words, a focus on economic growth can address the climate change problem in a positive way. However, a focus on climate change will not likely affect economic growth, the real cause of our environmental dilemma, and will very much reduce the chances of dealing with climate change, as well.

From my perspective, the root cause of climate change is our perennial demand for economic growth, and that should be SCB’s number one policy priority.

Neil K. Dawe

Parksville, British Columbia, Canada

COMMENT IN RESPONSE: SCB’S INVESTMENT IN CARBON OFFSETS
I share Neil Dawe’s sentiment that if conservationists work solely on climate change while ignoring the need for an ecologically sustainable global economy, our efforts will fail. I feel the same about human population growth. The twin issues of economic growth and population growth are more fundamental to biological conservation than reversing climate change, recovering endangered species, reserve design, ecological restoration, or any of our typical conservation practices. I support groups that work on ecological economics and human population issues specifically because I know that my activities (serving on recovery teams, designing wildlife linkages) will make the world better only if humans succeed in controlling our populations and economies.

To me, the issue is not whether population and economy are the ultimate issues (they are!), but whether SCB is the correct entity to take those issues head on. I see SCB’s decision to assign high priority to climate change as a movement towards the ultimate issues. I believe most SCB members feel that SCB’s strength is in dealing with activities more proximately related to biodiversity (habitat loss and fragmentation, invasive species, chains of extinction). Accordingly, many of us promote our desire for better policies on economics and human population through entities other than SCB. However, SCB is a membership organization, and our priorities do change. Perhaps, as Neil Dawe suggests, it is time for SCB to focus more on ultimate than proximate issues. Even if economics and population are not the centerpiece of what SCB does, I agree that SCB should not be entirely silent on these issues.

Paul Beier
INCREASING POLICY SYNERGY WITHIN SCB AND WITH OUR PARTNERS

One of the most important points in SCB’s 2005-2010 strategic plan (www.conbio.org/AboutUs/StrategicPlan/2006/) is that each program should support the others. Evaluation of SCB’s policy relevance will not be based on any one of our programs or activities but on the sum of our work and its results. The policy program of SCB is taking shape on all fronts. As described below, we are “mainstreaming” policy throughout SCB and within the conservation community in ways that are relatively independent but complementary.

Policy Listserv Launched

To complement our policy Web site (www.conbio.org/activities/policy), SCB established a policy listserv in early December 2007. In our opening message we sent our members in North America a brief note on the major policy issues we are pursuing along with an invitation to subscribe. We include major conservation treaties as a key issue area, and we will expand the emphasis of the listserv further beyond North America as resources allow. For example, if we are successful in raising funds for a policy assistant during 2008, we will be better able to answer questions and review proposed postings from a more diverse subscription base. To join the listserv -- regardless of where you live -- or to submit a news item for posting to the list, send an email to policy@conbio.org.

SCB Publications Foster Policy Discussions 

Conservation Biology continues to publish a section dedicated to conservation and policy, as well as contributed papers, essays, and letters that address the nexus among science, policy, and management. Several of SCB’s Regional Sections are likely to submit brief manuscripts for a special section, “Conservation Focus on Sections.” Articles in the special section would detail the major policy issues that might be informed by conservation biology in each Regional Section’s geographic area or ecological realm.

Conservation magazine regularly addresses ideas and debates related to policy. For example, the October-December 2007 cover story examined ecological, social, and other issues surrounding potential listing of populations of polar bears (Ursus maritimus) as threatened under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. Our newest publication, Conservation Letters, also will emphasize policy applications of the natural and social sciences. 

Consortium Among Professional Societies 

In January, for the second time in recent months, policy officers of several scientific societies met to explore cooperation on issues of common concern. Representatives of The Wildlife Society, American Fisheries Society, and Society of American Foresters joined SCB, the Union of Concerned Scientists, and the National Center for Conservation Science and Policy to discuss issues including constraints on scientists by the U.S. Department of the Interior, whistleblower protection for scientists in agencies, and misdirection of data and scientific inference in decision-making by federal resource agencies in the United States. 

Several members of the group met with the U.S. Office of Government Ethics to submit a letter on behalf of The Wildlife Society, SCB, and a dozen other professional scientific societies. The letter asked the Department of the Interior to adopt the Office’s recommendation that scientists be protected in their participation in scientific societies. In several cases, the Department has suggested that such participation may present a criminal conflict of interest. The group plans to meet again in late February. 

SCB Briefs the U.S. Congressional Progressive Caucus

SCB will participate in a series of briefings on environmental issues for the U.S. Congressional Progressive Caucus. The caucus has 74 members, including half of the committee chairs in the House of Representatives. The caucus and its working group on the environment recently decided to launch a series of workshops on climate and energy. Workshops will explore issues such as green jobs, international engagement, and domestic climate legislation.

Board Members Visit Capitol Hill

Led by Jeff McNeely (President of SCB’s Asia Section), Craig Morley (President, Australasia Section), and SCB’s Policy Director John Fitzgerald, members of SCB’s Board of Governors will meet with Joseph Biden, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, in Washington, D.C. on 4 March. Discussion will focus on improving the environmental performance of the World Bank and its sister agencies and ratification of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Board members also will meet with one or more senior members of the House Natural Resources Committee, which has jurisdiction over most living natural resources in the United States and laws such as the Endangered Species Act. 

Policy Events at 2008 Annual Meeting

John Fitzgerald will lead a workshop on SCB’s five major policy issues on the morning of 13 July at SCB’s 2008 annual meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In the afternoon, Fitzgerald will facilitate an interactive discussion on advancing those issues in the policy process. Policy experts from government agencies, scientific organizations, and nongovernmental organizations also will participate in the workshop and discussion. 

In addition, the annual meeting will feature a symposium on the politicization of endangered species science and a workshop on climate change in conservation.

POLICY ISSUE UPDATES

SCB Defends Scientific Integrity

In mid January, a team of scientists from across the United States came to Washington, D.C. to brief members of congress and their staffs on the role of science and scientists in conserving biological diversity via the activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies. Stuart Pimm, Dominick DellaSala, and Francesca Grifo were among the scientists who joined John Fitzgerald and staff from the Endangered Species Coalition, Union of Concerned Scientists, Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund, and American Lands Alliance on these visits. We discussed potential ways to develop science-based revisions to policy decisions that were not based on the best available science, and mechanisms to better protect science and scientists. We met with the staff of key committee chairs and members of congress, including the environmental aide to Speaker Pelosi. In addition, we met with the teams from the Government Accountability Office and the Department of the Interior’s Inspector General. We recommended expanded investigations and reforms to protect implementation of the Endangered Species Act and related legislation from politically driven abuse of science. On 16 January, The Washington Post carried a story about the visiting scientists and their efforts.

Senator Wyden recently requested that the Inspector General review more than 20 decisions of a former official in the Department of the Interior, Julie MacDonald, shortly after a formal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service review of eight decisions found that seven warranted revision on scientific grounds. Senator Wyden and House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Norm Dicks offered their assistance to SCB and its colleagues, including their willingness to convey support for peer review of the final proposed recovery plan for the Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). 

The January meetings allowed scientists who are intimately familiar with endangered species policy to work with oversight committees and legal experts. Participants also discussed potential Senate and final congressional action on whistleblower protection, including provisions of H.R. 985, a set of whistleblower protection amendments already passed by the House. One of these amendments modifies the definition of “abuse of authority” to include (1) any action that compromises the validity or accuracy of federally funded research or analysis, (2) the dissemination of false or misleading scientific, medical, or technical information, and (3) any action that restricts or prevents publication of scientific material. Abuse of authority is one of five violations that whistleblowers can report and be protected by the act.   

Green Investment & International Law

Among SCB’s policy priorities are supporting application of the best available science in environmental and biological assessment procedures and environmentally sound investment policies. We are working to empower key international treaties such as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. For example, we are hoping to help define in greater detail the terms of Article IV of CITES. This article requires that trade in Appendix II species be curtailed if the designated authorities in a country determine that the species in not fulfilling its role in its ecosystem throughout its range or if the harvest was illegal. SCB also is working with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the offices of other congressional leaders in response to their requests to help strengthen environmental assessment, standards, and their enforcement at the World Bank and related aid institutions.

John Fitzgerald preceded Dinah Bear, Chief Counsel of the Council on Environmental Quality, in briefing a team at the Government Accountability Office as it began an audit of U.S. agencies’ oversight of the World Bank’s environmental performance, which in turn was recommended by SCB and other professional organizations.

Climate Change

State, federal, and international policies on energy and greenhouse gases can ameliorate the drivers of climate change and provide substantial new funding for biological research, conservation, and restoration. SCB and its allies have continued to recommend that the United States and other governments (1) consider all available data and alternatives for action while formulating policies on climate change, and (2) emphasize the science of conservation biology in responding to climate change.

During 2007, much of the policy work in SCB’s Executive Office was devoted to answering questions from committees, offering technical assistance, and, in one case, submitting testimony on energy and climate legislation. Statements approved by the Policy Committee are posted on the policy Web site.

As a first step toward addressing the twin challenges of energy and climate security, the Congress approved and the President signed into law H.R. 6, a bill providing reforms in energy policy. The bill included numerous initiatives that were relatively non-controversial (see CRS Summary in www.loc/thomas.gov), but omitted other measures approved by the House. For example, the House version required utilities to generate 15% of their electricity from renewable resources (up to 4% of that requirement could have been met by improving efficiency).

In December 2007, before the climate change conference in Bali, Indonesia, the Senate Environment Committee approved the Lieberman-Warner climate bill, S. 2191. The legislation was improved in several ways after its initial introduction, but many think that further revisions are warranted. Implementation of the legislation as it is currently written would be somewhat insulated from public and judicial review. In addition, the Supreme Court recently concluded that the existing Clean Air Act gives the Environmental Protection Agency the authority to regulate carbon as a pollutant. The Court likely would provide similar recognition to most greenhouse gases. Accordingly, a new administrator of the agency potentially could promulgate standards stronger than those set out in S. 2191. 

The final bill establishes a cap and trade system designed to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in 2050 to a level that is approximately 65% of today’s emissions. The bill also has a carbon import quota that in 2019 will begin to address the carbon that the United States in effect produces through production of goods purchased from abroad. The bill does not contain a provision, suggested by SCB in its statements to the House, that proceeds from such a charge or tariff be redirected to help developing countries achieve cleaner production standards. 

Several basic questions remain.

1. Will current or anticipated technologies allow us to reduce emissions of all six major greenhouse gases at a cost less than that of global warming and other ecological and economic effects of greenhouse gases and deforestation? 

2. How much will implementing this bill cost? Who will pay, and is there a better way to allocate the costs and benefits of controlling drivers of climate change?

3. Is it possible to require an assessment of alternatives to every major new, modified, or re-licensed source of greenhouse gas emissions that is proposed?

4. Should we commit to this program for more than 40 years if the next Congress and President are likely to be more receptive to controlling greenhouse gases, deforestation, and trade in greenhouse gas-intensive goods?

The opinions of conservation groups on these questions vary widely. SCB is developing an analysis of S. 2191 for consideration by the policy committee.

On 17 January, a new House special committee on global warming and energy held hearings on delays in listing the polar bear (Ursus maritimus) as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act. Just days before the initial deadline for a listing decision, the Bush Administration proposed to lease large areas of the bear’s habitat in Alaska for oil exploration. Timely listing might have constrained such leases more effectively. SCB and the Endangered Species Coalition have explored with Congress a variety of remedies for such delays.  

With many high latitude and high elevation species listed or proposed for listing, it is unclear how the Endangered Species Act will be applied in the face of climate change. SCB’s carbon offset committee is helping us to provide Congress with information on how federal agencies more effectively can address climate change and new sources of greenhouse gas emissions in assessments required under the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.  

Biosecurity Meets the Farm Bill

SCB’s policy program aims to control imports and exports of invasive species and illegally harvested plants and animals. For example, SCB provided advice to Congressional staff and conservation leaders on legislation that would make it unlawful for any person to import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, purchase in interstate or foreign commerce, or possess any plant obtained in a foreign country that is (1) taken, transported, or sold in violation of any law that applies in the place where the harvest, taking, transport, or sale occurs, (2) taken without paying required royalties, taxes, or stumpage fees, (3) exported or transshipped in violation of any legal limitation, (4) taken, exported, or transshipped in violation of any international law, treaty, or international agreement, or (5) without any official documentation of compliance with applicable legal requirements. The International Conservation Caucus in Congress placed a high priority on improved control of illegal logging and trade in its products. 

Parallel legislation, first introduced by Senator Wyden, was added to the Senate version of the Farm Bill, although the main purpose of the Farm Bill is to support producers of five major grain crops in the United States. The Lacey Act Amendment would help protect forest owners and wood lot managers from market competition from artificially cheap stolen timber.  

North America Section Comments on Management of Mexican Wolf

SCB’s Policy Committee approved without dissent a set of comments from the North America Section on an environmental impact assessment regarding management of the Mexican wolf (Canis lupus baileyi). The comments, posted in full on SCB’s policy Web site, emphasized that a full recovery plan for the species is required under the Endangered Species Act.

Resources on the Policy Web Site

SCB’s Policy Web site, www.conbio.org/activities/policy, contains background information and updates on our activities in each of our priority policy areas. The site also explains how the United States government functions, and how scientists can inform policy at different levels. Moreover, each Regional Section has its own policy page. 

John Fitzgerald
SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY AWARDS 2008

SCB has honored six individuals for their contributions to advancing the science and practice of conserving Earth’s biological diversity. Awardees were nominated by members of SCB, selected by the Awards Committee, and approved by the Board of Governors. The awards will be presented during the 2008 annual meeting. Kathryn Saterson, chair of the Awards Committee, noted that all of the 2008 awardees are recognized “not only for their extraordinary contributions to conservation research and teaching but also for applying scientific findings to improved conservation management and policy.”

EDWARD T. LAROE III MEMORIAL AWARD
The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given to an individual who has made major research contributions to conservation biology and has been a leader in translating their work to inform policy. The award honors the memory of Ted LaRoe, the first Director of the U.S. Biological Survey. Ted was a marine biologist who believed that scientists not only have a responsibility to conduct high quality research that is relevant to policy and management, but also to communicate results and inferences from that research to those making policy and management decisions. The intent of the LaRoe award is to recognize the innovative application of science to resource management and policy by scientists. 

Gonzalo Halffter
Gonzalo Halffter (Institute of Ecology, Veracruz, Mexico) was an early pioneer in Mexican ecology and conservation. He has dedicated nearly 50 years to the study and conservation of biological diversity. In 1975, Halffter founded the Instituto de Ecologia, A.C., a leading institution in Mexico and Latin America that plays a major role in influencing environmental policy. Halffter directed this institution for its first twenty years. His scientific contributions have significantly increased our knowledge of the ecology, biogeography, and natural history of the invertebrates of Mexico. Halffter developed the concept of biosphere reserves for Mexico. Reserves based on his framework have been designated throughout the country. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS
Mario Baudoin
Mario Baudoin (University Mayor de San Andres, La Paz, Bolivia) is honored for his research and teaching in Costa Rica, Bolivia, and across Latin America. Baudoin was director of La Selva Biological Station in Costa Rica and a professor at the Costa Rican National University, where he contributed to development of a masters program in wildlife management, the first of its kind in Latin America. Since 1984 Baudoin has been at the Universidad Mayor de San Andres in Bolivia. His two periods as head of biodiversity for the Bolivian government saw tremendous advances in Bolivian environmental policy, as well as in actions to improve conservation and wildlife management. 

Anne Kapuscinski
Anne Kapuscinski (Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology, University of Minnesota) is a global leader in biotechnology policy, conservation of aquatic biodiversity, interdisciplinary analysis of sustainability issues, and conservation genetics of fish. She has devoted her career to practicing science for the public good, integrating broader concerns of society with rigorous scientific research on conservation issues. In her capacity as Professor of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation Biology at the University of Minnesota, Kapuscinski founded the Institute for Social, Economic, and Ecological Sustainability and was a founding Fellow of the Institute on the Environment. Kapuscinski’s influence extends outside the university community at regional, national, and international levels. She has served on the Board of Trustees of the WorldFish Center of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), and periodically provides expert testimony to the Minnesota state legislature and the United States Congress. 

David Lindenmayer
David Lindenmayer (Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies at the Australian National University, Canberra) is honored for his exceptional research, teaching, and application of his knowledge to environmental policy in Australia. He is highly regarded by senior policy makers in the Australian government, Aboriginal leaders, scholars, and farmers. He leads five major long-term research projects -- timber management in native forests, plantation forestry, fire management in protected areas, and two projects on woodland restoration through management of fire and grazing -- that collectively encompass the major terrestrial ecosystem types and critical land use issues in southeastern Australia. 

Helene Marsh

Helene Marsh (James Cook University, School of Tropical Environmental Studies and Geography, Townsville, Queensland, Australia) has had a profound impact on the field of conservation biology. She has been involved in the development of policy and management strategies that promote conservation, worked with aboriginal communities to promote sustainability in traditional harvest practices, and conducted research on the basic ecology of endangered species. Marsh’s contributions to conservation management deal directly with humans. She has examined moderation of human impacts, such as the sustainability of hunting dugongs by Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders, and incorporation of best conservation practices into regional management strategies by agencies such as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Parks Authority and the Australian Fisheries Management Authority. In addition, Marsh is a globally recognized expert on dugong biology and ecology. She has been active as an advisor or scientific consultant to assist in the global conservation management of dugongs and their associated tropical marine ecosystems. 

Jorge Soberon
Jorge Soberon (Natural History Museum and Biodiversity Research Center, University of Kansas, Lawrence, USA), born in Mexico City, is honored for his exceptional contributions to conservation in Mexico. For more than 20 years he was a professor at Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), where he made important contributions to theoretical ecology and global biodiversity science, systematics, biogeography, and conservation. In 1992 Soberon was part of the group of top conservationists that created Mexico’s Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO). He was Executive Director of CONABIO for the following 13 years. During Jorge’s tenure, CONABIO became one of the top three national institutions in the world devoted to understanding and protecting biodiversity.

CALL FOR 2009 AWARD NOMINATIONS

Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award
The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given annually to an individual with a distinguished record of research and outstanding application of science to the conservation of our biological resources. The intent of the award is to recognize the innovative application of science to resource management and policy. Although all scientists are eligible for the award, because of Edward LaRoe’s distinguished career as a public servant, preference is given to employees of governmental resource management agencies or science agencies. Nominations should be in the form of a nominating letter, two letters of support, and the resume of the nominee. Nominations must be received by 1 October 2008.

Distinguished Service Awards
SCB annually presents up to five awards to individuals or institutions for distinguished service in the field of conservation biology. Nominees can be individuals or institutions working in academia, government, non-governmental organizations, journalism, and other institutions. Nominations, including a nomination form and a minimum of two supporting letters, must be received by 1 October 2008. The form is available at http://conbio.org/SCB/Activities/Awards/. Letters and form must be submitted as a single document in Word. 

Until May 2008, please send nominations for all awards to Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gov. If the nominator does not have email, contact Kathryn Saterson, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 109 TW Alexander Drive, MC: B305-02, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27711, USA. 

2008 ANNUAL MEETING, 13-17 JULY, CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, USA -- INFORMATION ON SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

The Local Organizing Committee is pleased to announce that the following plenary sessions, symposia, workshops, discussion groups, and short courses will be presented at the 2008 annual meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA.

Plenary Speakers

Chuck Cook, Project Director, Sustainable Fisheries Group

Winona LaDuke, writer and environmental leader

Jeff McNeely, Chief Scientist, World Conservation Union

Symposia

Fencing for conservation: restriction of evolutionary potential or a riposte to threatening processes? Organized by Graham Kerley, Michael Somers, and Matt Hayward.

Economic growth and biodiversity: the elemental arguments. Organized by Jon Rosales and Corey Peet.

Advances in freshwater conservation planning. Organized by Nathaniel Hitt.

Assessing ecosystem service values for marine and coastal ecosystems: melding the natural and social sciences. Organized by Mary Ruckelshaus, Anne Guerry, and Mark Plummer.

Beneath the surface -- the freshwater mollusks of the southeastern United States. Organized by Ryan Evans.

Biofuels and biodiversity: an assessment of potential effects on species and ecosystems. Organized by Chris Webster, Curt Meine, and David James Flaspohler.

Connecting ecological and socioeconomic monitoring to management for marine protected areas in California’s Channel Islands. Organized by Satie Airame.

Conserving the world’s great lakes: lessons and opportunities in an era of increasing water scarcity. Organized by J. David Allan and Peter McIntyre.

Integrated land-sea conservation planning: concepts and case studies. Organized by Bob Pressey, Patrick Crist, Ken Vance-Borland, and Sarah Carr.

Landcare and conservation biology: improving the value of working landscapes and ecosystem services. Organized by Glen Stevens, Carola Haas, David Lowe, Dennis Garrity, and David Robertson.

Landscape change on the Cumberland Plateau: drivers, consequences, and policy solutions for a key biodiversity hotspot. Organized by Charles Brockett and Jonathan Evans.

More people working for more fish -- a national white water to blue water plan to conserve fish habitat. Organized by Susan-Marie Stedman and Kay McGraw.

Parks, people, and posterity: reconsidering the ethical dimensions of international conservation. Organized by Ben Minteer and Thad Miller.

The politicization of endangered species science. Organized by Francesca Grifo.

Wildlife conservation in China. Organized by Yue-Hua Sun.

Workshops

The road to recovery: science to secure freshwater mollusk biodiversity. Organized by Rachel Claire Muir.

Conserving biological diversity by improving public and corporate policies -- issues and strategies. Organized by John Fitzgerald.

Tools and methods for integrated land-sea planning. Organized by Sarah Carr, Daniel Dorfman, Ken Vance-Borland, and Patrick Crist.

Participating in a conference: some advice for newcomers. Organized by Malcolm Hunter and Aram Calhoun

Taking on climate change in conservation: climate camp (the abridged version). Organized by Lara Hansen, Jennifer Hoffman, Chris Zganjar, and Lee Hannah.

The involvement of the private sector in marine protected area planning, management, and conservation. Case studies from the Caribbean and Indo-Pacific. Organized by Rick MacPherson.

Protected areas and biodiversity conservation II: engaging surrounding communities. Organized by Jane Packard, Priscilla Weeks, and Mikki Sager.

Improving lab / field exercises in conservation biology classes. Organized by Stephen Trombulak, Michael Marchetti, and Peter Hodum.

Integrative conservation problem solving workshop: methods to bridge the natural and social sciences. Organized by Susan Clark, David Cherney, Kathryn Semmens, Kimberly Byrd, Richard Wallace, and Seth Wilson.

Capacity-building for SCB’s local chapters, part II: empowering environmental problem-solving. Organized by Fiona Nagle.

Discussion Groups

Religious values and conservation biology -- defining the role of the SCB working group on religion and conservation biology. Organized by Tom Baugh and David Johns.

Conservation internships: building collaborations between conservation organizations, universities, and societies to facilitate student learning, promote diversity, and advance conservation. Organized by Renee Mullen, Tosha Comendant, and Sean Watts.

Short Courses

The role of the social sciences in conservation planning (10-13 July). Organized by Tara Teel.

Targeting behavior: designing conservation behavior change programs (11-13 July). Organized by Shannon Earle.

Technical support for needs assessment and curriculum design and implementation in conservation biology (12-13 July). Organized by Eleanor Sterling, Nora Bynum, and Alison Ormsby.

Making your data more valuable: the importance of metadata from a conservation management perspective (13 July). Organized by Vivian Hutchison.

Field Trips

Birding at the Honors Golf Course (18 July)

Chattanooga environmental sustainability tour (18 July)

Red wolf howling safari at the Chattanooga Nature Center (18 July)

Tour of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Raccoon Mountain pumped storage facility. Tour also will include a visit to the Chickamauga Dam and Green Power Switch (18 July)

Whitewater rafting on the Ocoee River and educational program on restoration of the Copper Hill mine ruins (18 July)

Overnight trip to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park (18-19 July)

Overnight stay at Pot Point Field Station in the Tennessee River Gorge (18-19 July)

Birding at Standifer Gap Marsh (19 July)

Learn about the efforts of several local land trusts and visit one of them: North Chickamauga Creek Gorge State Natural Area (19 July)

Tennessee River Gorge boat biolecture (19 July)

Timber harvesting and biodiversity of the Cumberland Plateau physiographic province in Tennessee (date to be announced)

CONCURRENT MEETING WITH FRESHWATER MOLLUSK CONSERVATION SOCIETY

SCB is pleased to announce that its 2008 annual meeting will be held concurrently with the 2008 biennial workshop of the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society (FMCS), The Road to Recovery -- Science and Information Needs to Recover and Sustain Freshwater Mollusks. The workshop will be held on 17 July, in parallel with other meeting activities. Registration for the SCB meeting will include participation in the FMCS workshop. 

FMCS is a professional organization dedicated to the conservation of and advocacy of freshwater mollusks, North America’s most imperiled animals, and the habitats on which they depend. FMCS serves as a resource for information about freshwater mollusks, promotes science-based management of freshwater mollusks, and facilitates education about freshwater mollusks and their function in freshwater ecosystems. Because freshwater mollusks have intricate life histories, their recovery illustrates the challenges of understanding relationships among species, among the physical and biological components of ecosystems, and between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. More information about the FMCS workshop is available on SCB’s 2008 annual meeting Web site.

UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

The Asia Section recently held elections for its Board of Directors. Four new board members were elected: Promila Kapoor-Vijay (Switzerland), Lu Zhi (China), Shaikh Kashif (Pakistan), and Simon Nemtzov (Israel). Simon will assume responsibility for the Section’s communications work. Four board members completed their terms in December 2007: Ahmed Khan, Tom McCarthy, Linda Whittaker, and Eric Wikramanayake. The Section welcomes the new members and looks forward to working with them on organizing SCB’s 2009 annual meeting, which will be held in China.

Linda Whittaker
EUROPE

The Section held its annual elections at the end of 2007. Four positions on the board were open this year with none of the current board members running for reelection. The enthusiasm of Section members during the 2006 elections has continued and we had an impressive list of candidates. The board thanks all those who ran in these elections and reminds all of our members that our committees offer exciting opportunities to get actively involved in the work of the Section. Congratulations to the four new members: Gabor Lovei (Denmark), Nuria Selva (Poland), Ozgun Emre Can (Turkey), and Petr Zasadil (Czech Republic).

Gabor Lovei is a Senior Scientist in the Applied Ecology Group of the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences at the University of Aarhus, Denmark. He is an invertebrate ecologist and ornithologist who mainly works in agro-ecosystems in Europe and New Zealand. He brings a valuable range of skills and experience to the board.

Nuria Selva is based in Poland and is currently involved in large-carnivore conservation projects. Working with carnivores has exposed Nuria to the conservation-policy interface and she has been actively involved with the Section’s Policy Committee for several years. We look forward to working with her in her new role as a board member and chair of that committee.

Emre Can is also a carnivore conservation biologist. A native of Turkey, he completed his BSc in Biology at the Middle Eastern Technical University, Turkey before completing an MSc on wolf ecology at CIHEAM, France. He returned to METU for another Master’s and since then has worked with national and international NGOs (including WWF, WSPA, WCS, UNDP) in Turkey conducting carnivore research and management projects. We are pleased to see continued Turkish representation on the Section’s board.

Petr Zasadil is Vice-Dean for Research in the Faculty of Forestry and Environment in the Czech University of Life Science, Prague. Petr is a welcome addition to the board and destined to be one of our busiest members -- he is also chair of the local organizing committee for the second European Congress of Conservation Biology, which his institution will host.

The board thanks our departing members, András Báldi, Cagan Sekercioglu, Pierre Ibisch, and Renato Massa, for all their work on behalf of the Section. We look forward to continuing to work together to further the efforts of the SCB in Europe.  

During 2007, the board decided to that the Section would benefit from the appointment of a part time development coordinator. We were able to take this bold step as a result of the very successful ECCB meeting in Eger, Hungary in 2006. We are pleased to announce that on 1 February, Barbara Mihok began working in support of the Section. Barbara will be based at the Hungarian Museum of Natural History and will focus on maintaining and strengthening the European membership of SCB. Barbara trained in development of civil organizations, studied environmental conservation at Oxford, and has until recently been living and working in Trento, Italy. Barbara has an MSc in Biology and is currently finishing her Ph.D. in forest ecology in Hungary. It is a great pleasure to welcome her to the board, and we look forward to working with her.

As noted, the venue and dates for the second European Congress of Conservation Biology have been selected. The Section and Czech University of Life Science warmly invite you to join us at their campus in Prague, capital of the Czech Republic, from 1-5 September 2009.

As always, the board encourages the participation of Section members in the activity of the Section. Contact the board with any questions or comments at europe@conservationbiology.org. 

Owen Nevin
MARINE

The Marine Section Board convened at the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute in St. Petersburg, Florida, USA from 16-18 November, 2007 to continue planning the Section’s first meeting, the International Marine Conservation Congress (IMCC). This meeting will be held 20-24 May 2009 at George Mason University near Washington, D.C. Joining the board at this meeting were John Day of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and John Senior of Parks Victoria, both of whom were active in organizing the International Marine Protected Areas Congress (IMPAC) in Geelong, Australia in October 2005. The content of IMCC, which will serve as the second International Marine Protected Areas Congress (IMPAC2) and maintain the scope and vision of IMPAC1, was further developed at the St. Petersburg meeting, through site visits to George Mason University, and through the work of the IMCC Steering and Program Committees. Confirmed IMCC plenary speakers include Dorothy Childers, Ratana Chuenpangdee, Alexandra Cousteau, Rod Fujita, Daniel Pauly, and Callum Roberts. The major themes for the conference include global climate change, land-sea interface, poverty and globalization, and ecosystem-based management

The IMCC Web site (www.conbio.org/IMCC) has further information on the meeting and volunteer opportunities. The call for papers, symposia, and workshops will be announced in the near future. An IMCC flyer has been developed and all SCB members are encouraged to download it from the IMCC Web site and spread the word about the meeting.

Current board member Daniela Maldini will now serve as Treasurer for the Section. Leslie Cornick and Michael Webster have taken over fundraising responsibilities for the Section.

Phaedra Doukakis
FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Chattanooga 2008

Board member Than Hitt coordinated a successful proposal for a four-hour symposium, Advances in freshwater conservation planning. The symposium will bring conservation scientists and practitioners together to address several key challenges and opportunities for freshwater conservation across the globe. Contributors to this session represent academic institutions, government agencies, and non-governmental organizations, including perspectives of Europe, North America, Central America, Africa, and Australia. By addressing freshwater conservation strategies from a “landscape” perspective, the symposium will contribute to the theme of the meeting.

Than also is helping to organize a joint marine and freshwater evening social to be held at the Tennessee Aquarium, and is working with the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society to organize a field trip to the Duck River. Please plan to attend these and other Freshwater Working Group events. Contact Than (than@vt.edu) for details or to offer ideas or help.

Board Elections

Working group elections were held in December 2007. Than Hitt (Virginia Tech, USA) was reelected, and we have four new board members: Kunjuraman Jayachandran (Kerala Agricultural University, India), Ravi Shanker Kanoje (retired, India), Michael Marchetti (University of California, Davis, USA), and Jeanne Nel (Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, South Africa). Many thanks to them for their willingness to work for freshwater conservation, and a special thanks to our retiring board members: Changqing Yu, Dirk Roux, Josh Viers, and Xianfeng Zhang. Your work is greatly appreciated!

Freshwater Education

The working group’s education committee (Simon Linke, Than Hitt, and Lisa Bonneau) is developing a freshwater ecology and conservation module for the Network of Conservation Educators and Practitioners (http://ncep.amnh.org). Contact Simon (simon.linke@gmail.com) if you’re interested in helping with this effort.

Freshwater List 

To join the freshwater email list, go to http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwater/. The volume of messages is relatively low. Postings typically address freshwater conservation issues, publications, jobs, and resources.

Ken Vance-Borland

SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Social Science Content at SCB2008

The 2008 annual meeting will feature innovative social science and interdisciplinary content, including plenary sessions, short courses, symposia, workshops, and discussion groups. Among the social science and interdisciplinary session topics being explored are the following. See www.conbio.org/2008 for more information on organizers and content.

Short Courses

-- The role of the social sciences in conservation planning (see article by organizer Tara Teel below)

-- Targeting behavior: designing conservation behavior change programs

Symposia

-- Economic growth and biodiversity: the elemental arguments

-- Advances in freshwater conservation planning

-- Assessing ecosystem service values for marine and coastal ecosystems: melding the natural and social sciences

-- Connecting ecological and socioeconomic monitoring to management for Marine Protected Areas in California’s Channel Islands

-- Landscape change on the Cumberland Plateau: drivers, consequences, and policy solutions for a key biodiversity hotspot

-- Parks, people, and posterity: reconsidering the ethical dimensions of international conservation

-- The politicization of endangered species science

Workshops

-- Conserving biological diversity by improving public and corporate policies -- issues and strategies

-- Tools and methods for integrated land-sea planning 

-- The involvement of the private sector in marine protected area planning, management, and conservation. Case studies from the Caribbean and Indo-Pacific

-- Protected areas and biodiversity conservation II: engaging surrounding communities

-- Integrative conservation problem solving workshop: methods to bridge the natural and social sciences

-- Capacity-building for SCB chapters, part II: empowering environmental problem-solving

Discussion Groups

-- Religious values and conservation biology--defining the role of the SCB working group on religion and conservation biology

-- Conservation internships: building collaborations between conservation organizations, universities, and societies to facilitate student learning, promote diversity, and advance conservation

Rich Wallace
Short Course: Social Science and Conservation Planning

In collaboration with Colorado State University, the Working Group is sponsoring a short course, The Role of the Social Sciences in Conservation Planning, at SCB’s 2008 annual meeting. The four-day course will be directed at building capacity in social science applications, offering participants a framework for thinking about the role of the social sciences in helping to address conservation challenges. The course also is intended to enhance understanding of how specific social science disciplines can contribute. Speakers with social science expertise will provide overviews of the different disciplines, including core concepts and examples of tools that can assist on-the-ground conservation efforts. In addition, through case studies and group interaction, participants will have an opportunity to translate course concepts into practice using “real world” examples, including those from their own work. The course will be designed to target a diverse audience, including researchers and practitioners as well as graduate students and early-career conservation social scientists. Questions can be directed to the organizer, Tara Teel (tteel@lamar.colostate.edu). 

CHANGES IN SCB’S EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Several staff changes recently have taken place in SCB’s Executive Office. After five years, Membership Coordinator Kat Powers has left SCB to work with the Cheetah Conservation Fund as Director of North America Operations. We wish her the best in her new adventure.

Our new point of contact for membership and outreach is Laura Walko (lwalko@conbio.org). Prior to joining SCB, Laura worked as Communications Specialist for the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management as well as for NOAA’s Office of Habitat Conservation and the Restoration Center. Laura holds a M.S. in natural resources from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and a B.A. in history from James Madison University. 

Our new assistant, Marli Kauffmann (mkaufmann@conbio.org), will be involved with the administrative and support functions of the Executive Office. Marli was raised in Trinity County in northern California, but more recently lived in Arkansas, USA, where she received a B.S. in English from Hendrix College. Marli’s strong interest in conservation led her to spend two summers working at a wildlife sanctuary in Thailand before relocating to the Washington, D.C. area.

Heather DeCaluwe (hdecaluwe@conbio.org), previously SCB’ Executive Assistant, has been promoted into a new position, Finance and Governance Manager. Heather will assume responsibility for many of the operations functions of SCB and continue working with SCB’s finances and various governing boards. 

2006 AUDIT AND TREASURER'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP

SCB Receives a Clean Audit for 2006 

The financial audit for 2006 is now complete, and we are pleased to have a “clean” audit opinion from Rubino and McGeehin, our new audit firm. The audit took longer than expected because of our transition to the new firm. Although the delay is regrettable, the audit process offered important guidance on how to improve SCB accounting. Examples include continued careful control of meeting bank accounts by the Executive Office as well as limited use of an outside accounting firm for quarterly review of some accounting entries. We are implementing all of the audit recommendations.

The success of the audit would not have been possible without the effort of our dedicated staff.  We now look forward to a (faster!) audit for the 2007 fiscal year, which will begin soon.

The 2006 Audited Financial Statements  are posted on SCB’s Web site at www.conbio.org/AboutUs/finalaudit112907.pdf

Maynard Davis, Chair, Audit Committee

maynard.davis@wwfus.org
Treasurer Report’s for Fiscal Year 2006 

The audit of our 2006 finances has been completed and we received a good report. Our financial tracking and reporting system has been brought into conformance with the auditor’s preferences, which means I can now provide you with audited financials for 2006. In future years, the lag between the end of the fiscal year and the audit report will be shorter. As I noted in the November 2007 newsletter, the rules governing financial management and audits have become more stringent and we had a new auditor for 2006.

Highlights
-- We ended the year with a positive balance (about $98,000). Income was 102% of planned and expenses 97% of planned. This reflects continued effort by the Executive Office to control expenses and factors such as the timing of new hires (e.g. we hired a Policy Director in late 2006, but had budgeted for the full year).  

-- Overhead costs (administration and development) not directly attributable to programs are quite low (< 5%). 

-- Our cash position at the end of the year -- always just a snapshot -- was good (about $371,000), with significant additional assets somewhat less liquid but available.

-- SCB’s main sources of revenue continue to be publications (about 50%) and the annual meeting (about 27%). Our flagship journal, Conservation Biology, continues to generate funds for other programs, as it has for many years. Nevertheless, I am pleased that income was more diverse in 2006, with more support coming from contracts and grants (e.g., grants to regional sections and for our policy program). This diversification is due to the efforts of the Executive Office staff and members of the Board of Governors.

-- The 2006 annual meeting raised 140% of planned income; expenses also were somewhat higher than planned (115%). The meeting showed a surplus even after providing support for students and some international attendees. Income from future annual meetings will vary, in part based on venue, and in part because a substantial portion of the revenue is derived from sponsors and exhibitor fees rather than registration.

-- Expenses also were mostly associated with publications (about 47%) and the annual meeting (~26%). 

-- Staff costs comprised 27% of expenses, and contractor costs (accounting, professional services) another 5.5%. 

-- Although income was higher than planned, there were some significant differences between planned and actual income for several programs. Income from Conservation Biology was lower than planned, partly due to a decline in income from individual subscriptions. SCB received $45,000 from Blackwell to support membership services (the database for individual subscribers). Income for Regional Sections and local chapters increased due to higher than anticipated income from the Europe Section meeting. Conservation magazine continues to raise funds and secure sponsors as its circulation grows. 

-- The Board Designated Reserve stood at $1,184,026 at year end, representing 12.5% growth from investment income. This was above the market average and particularly respectable given market volatility. Although the balance may appear substantial it represents less than six months of core operational expenses, considered by many to be a minimum reserve. SCB faces several challenges. In 2008 we will need to move to a new office; a purchase makes good economic sense and will require a portion of the reserve as a down payment. As initial support for internationalization comes to a close, funding the Sections outside of North America and Europe remains a challenge. Reserves also are important in being able to take advantage of unanticipated opportunities. 

With respect to fiscal management, we will work to implement the auditor’s recommendations for improvements and further integration of financial and program reporting in order to gain a better understanding of how expenditures relate to program goals and achievements.    

David Johns, Treasurer
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call for Help: Curriculum Design and Implementation in Conservation Biology

We are organizing a short course, Technical Support for Needs Assessment and Curriculum Design and Implementation in Conservation Biology, for the SCB’s 2008 annual meeting. The course is based on requests from SCB’s Regional Sections for capacity development in these issues. We seek help from experienced instructors to work in interactive sessions with individuals developing new programs or courses. The first day of the course will focus on technical tools for designing and implementing conservation biology programs, including needs assessment design, implementation, and analysis as well as design of programs and courses. On the second day of the course, participants will have the opportunity for practical work addressing the needs of their own programs in developing and carrying out needs assessments and program and course design. Individuals who already will be attending the annual meeting and who would be interested in helping to provide technical support are requested to contact Eleanor Sterling, SCB Education Committee Chair (sterling@amnh.org), or Nora Bynum (nbynum@amnh.org), Project Director, Network of Conservation Educators and Practitioners and Associate Director for Capacity Development, Center for Biodiversity and Conservation, American Museum of Natural History.

Funding Available for Demonstration and Validation of Environmental Technology 

The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), through the Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP), supports the demonstration and validation of environmental technologies that address priority DoD environmental requirements. The goal of ESTCP is to transition mature environmental science and technology projects through the demonstration and validation phase, thereby enabling promising technologies to receive regulatory and DoD end-user acceptance and to be fielded and commercialized more effectively and more rapidly.

ESTCP is seeking innovative environmental technology demonstrations as candidates for funding beginning in Fiscal Year 2009. This solicitation requests pre-proposals via Calls for Proposals to DoD organizations and federal (non-DoD) organizations, and via a Broad Agency Announcement for organizations in the private sector. Pre-proposals are due by 13 March 2008. Detailed instructions for all categories of proposers are available at www.estcp.org/opportunities.

DoD organizations (Service and Defense Agencies) may submit pre-proposals for demonstrations of innovative environmental technologies in the following topic areas:

-- Environmental restoration -- innovative technologies for the detection, characterization, assessment, containment, and remediation of a wide range of contaminants in soil, sediments, and ground and surface water.

-- Munitions management -- advanced geophysical sensor and signal processing technologies for the detection, discrimination, and remediation of unexploded ordnance and technologies for range clearance and reduced generation of unexploded ordnance.

-- Sustainable infrastructure -- natural resources (e.g., ecosystem-based management; threatened, endangered, and at-risk species; land management and watershed protection; and maritime sustainability), facilities (e.g., installation or regional sustainability, energy, noise, air and water quality, and facility waste), and cultural resources.

-- Weapons systems and platforms -- advanced, alternative, environmentally benign technologies and materials that reduce, control, or eliminate the waste and emissions associated with the manufacturing, maintenance, and use of DoD weapons systems and platforms.

The Broad Agency Announcement is seeking proposals from non-DoD federal organizations and the private sector for environmental technologies in the following topic areas only:

-- Remediation of contaminated groundwater

-- In situ remediation of contaminated sediments

-- Characterization, control, and treatment of range contamination

-- Military munitions detection, discrimination, and remediation

-- Control of non-native invasive species on DoD lands and waters

-- Energy efficiency and renewable energy for DoD installations

Big Year for Butterflies

On 1 January 2008, author and lepidopterist Robert Michael Pyle, recipient of a 1997 Distinguished Service Award from SCB, began a year-long adventure to find, experience, and identify as many as possible of the 800 species of butterflies in the United States and Canada. When Pyle’s journey is complete at the end of 2008, Houghton Mifflin will publish his encounters with butterflies, people, and landscapes as a book, Swallowtail Seasons: The First Butterfly Big Year. You can support the butterfly conservation efforts of The Xerces Society, which Pyle founded in 1971, by making a pledge to the 2008 Butterfly-A-Thon. Individuals can pledge a certain amount for each butterfly species that Pyle positively identifies, or may pledge or donate a fixed amount. All proceeds from the Butterfly-A-Thon will directly benefit the Xerces Society’s efforts to protect endangered, threatened and rare butterflies. To make a pledge, or to track Pyle’s progress and read his stories from the road, please visit the Butterfly-A-Thon Web page, www.xerces.org/Butterfly_Conservation/butterflyathon.html.

Biodiversity Informatics Web site

The Biodiversity Informatics Facility at the American Museum of Natural History’s Center for Biodiversity and Conservation announces the release of their new Web site, http://biodiversityinformatics.amnh.org?mid=38. The previous site (geospatial.amnh.org) has been completely redesigned and includes all of the original content plus several new resources. For example, the new Geospatial Resources for Freshwater Conservation section provides links to a range of information, software, and data that are available on the Internet, as well as guides and case studies contributed by colleagues. This section will rely heavily on contributions from the freshwater community, such as links to content that is on the Internet and content that can be posted on the site for anyone to see. 

If you would like to contribute links or content, please contact the Biodiversity Informatics Facility. The Biodiversity Informatics Facility is increasing its involvement with open source projects by continuing to develop new tools and through community involvement in outside projects. Links and description of these resources can be found in the Open Source Resources section of the new site. A new section on species distribution modeling also has been released. For more information contact Ned Horning, 1 212 313-7947, horning@amnh.org.

Job Announcement
The Utah Museum of Natural History and Department of Geography at the University of Utah invite applications for a 10-month, tenure-track joint position as Herbarium Curator and Assistant Professor of Geography beginning 1 July 2008. Familiarity with the flora of the intermountain region is desirable. Duties include maintaining a strong field- and collections-based research program involving students, overseeing the curation and continued development of the herbarium, teaching one geography course per year, participating in Museum public programs and exhibit development, supervising graduate students, and participating in departmental governance. Review of applications will begin 15 February and continue until the position is filled. For more information, contact Sarah George (sgeorge@umnh.utah.edu) or Harvey Miller (harvey.miller@geog.utah.edu) or visit www.umnh.utah.edu/pageview.aspx?menu=4257&id=16046.

Meetings

The International Conference on Biodiversity Informatics and Climate Change Impacts on Life will be held 5-6 April 2008 at the University of Aarhus, Denmark. The conference will focus on the role of past and present climate as determinants of biodiversity and the potential impacts of future climate on biodiversity. These are complex, large scale problems that are difficult to study by the traditional experimental approaches. Instead, the conference will provide insight into results, possibilities, and challenges to biodiversity informatics studies of climate change impacts on life. For more information, visit www.danbif.dk/conference2008/ or contact Lotte Endsleff, +45 3532 1024 or +45 3532 1001, lendsleff@snm.ku.dk.

The first Avian Diseases and Conservation Conference will be held 29-31 May 2008 in Pomona, California, USA. The main goal of the conference is to provide updated information on infectious, toxicological and nutritional diseases in free-ranging and captive at zoos birds as it relates to their conservation and provide networking opportunities for avian health professionals. A certificate of completion and continuing education credits will be awarded to participants who complete the conference. The registration fee is US$200 before 15 March and $250 subsequently. The student fee is $150. For more information, visit www.westernu.edu/avianconference or contact Miguel Saggese, avianconference@westernu.edu or 1 909 706-3532.

The California Native Plant Society’s 2009 Conservation Conference, Strategies and Solutions, will be held 17-19 January 2009 in Sacramento, California, USA. The conference aims to bring together scientists, students, policy makers, planners, and land managers to share and learn about the latest developments in conservation science and public policy. The deadline to submit abstracts for papers and posters is 30 June 2008. Organizers seek abstracts on the following topics: climate change and California’s flora, rare plant conservation and restoration, mitigation and monitoring of impacts to plants and communities, invasive species, vegetation classification and mapping to promote native plant conservation, conservation genetics, achieving equal protection for plants, regional planning tools, land management, and basic conservation-related plant science. They also seek abstracts on plant conservation from regional and ecosystem-level perspectives, including Baja California. See www.cnps.org for details.

DAVID H. SMITH CONSERVATION RESEARCH FELLOWS: CLASS OF 2008

The Society for Conservation Biology and the Cedar Tree Foundation are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2008 David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship: Brett Dickson, Holly Gibbs, Olaf Jensen, and Anne Salomon. The Fellows were selected in early January from a pool of highly qualified recent recipients of Ph.D.s from around the world.

The David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship seeks to find solutions to the most pressing conservation challenges in the United States. Each Fellow’s research is conducted in partnership with a major academic institution and a practice-based conservation organization to help bridge the gap between theory and application.

Brett Dickson will be based at Northern Arizona University, where he will concentrate on the project “Restoring native ecosystems on the Kaibab Plateau, Arizona: integrated models of fire, vegetation, plant invasion, and wildlife to guide science-based management and conservation” under the academic mentorship of Thomas Sisk and in partnership with Ethan Aumack of the Grand Canyon Trust.

Holly Gibbs will be based at Stanford University, where she will conduct the project “Evolving U.S. energy policy: promise or peril for tropical conservation?” with academic mentor Rosamond Naylor and partners with Keith Alger of Conservation International, Peter Frumhoff of Union of Concerned Scientists, and Daniel Nepsted of Woods Hole Research Center.

Olaf Jensen will focus on “Understanding fisheries collapse and recovery: biological, management, and economic correlates of failed fisheries” at the University of Washington with academic mentors Ray Hilborn and Timothy Essington and in partnership with Rod Fujita of Environmental Defense and Phillip Levin of the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Anne Salomon will be based at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she will complete the project “Forecasting the ecological effects of marine reserves to inform ecosystem-based management” with academic mentor Steve Gaines and in partnership with Steve Katz and Mike Murray of the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary.

The Fellows’ research projects focus on urgent conservation issues, but they also learn directly about the challenges and rewards of applying science to conservation. The program’s focus is to enlarge the Fellows’ professional opportunities and ensure future success by helping them build relationships in the conservation and research communities and by providing opportunities for professional development through targeted workshops and training events. More information is available at www.smithfellows.org or from Shonda Gilliland Foster,  1 703 276-2384 x101, sfoster@conbio.org.

