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TreasurerOs  Interim

Report to |
the Membership

Normally | would have reported to
you on the 2006 budget year much
earlier in 2007. The audit of SCB® 2006
books is only now being concluded.
Final financial information
available soon, but not soon
enough to meet this
newsletter @ deadline.

will be

The audit is taking longer

than planned for

sever al reasons,

none of which

reflect negatively

on SCB®

financial

position,

which

continues

to be sound. We have a new

auditor and must organize our
documentation to match their
approach. This is the first year that we
(and the auditors) must comply with
new and more stringent accounting
standards, including the California Non-
profit Integrity ActN almost all audits
are taking longer. Also, SCB®

oper ations and budget have not just
grown but become more complex.

I will have a full report on 2006 in the
February newsletter
report on SCB® financial position for

and also a draft

2007. Should you have any questions in
the interim please do not hesitate to
contact me at johnsd@pdx.edu.

David Johns
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e Call for $%%é&meeting
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SCBIs Investment in Carbon Offsets:

Frequently asked questions about the Baviaanskloof
Megareserve Project" South Africa

Who ownsthe land? What kind of land is it?

The areado berestoredoriginally werethicket. The thicketswere
convertedmainly from browsingby goats to livestockpasturesThese
landsarenow partof the BaviaansklooMegareservea UNESCO-
designatedVorld HeritageSite locatedin the CapeFloristic Kingdom. The
EasternCapeParksBoardownsandmanageshe Megareservethe Parks
Boardhasacquiredmanylowlandareaqincludingthe areago berestored)
becaus¢heseareasarecritical to protectingthe ecologicalfunction of rivers
andproviding high-qualitywaterfor humanuse.No peoplewereinvoluntarily
expropriatedrom thelandwhereour restoratiorprojectis to occur Most project
workersarebeingrecruitedfrom severalsmallvillageswithin the Megareservevith
high unemploymentates.

Who is running the restoration project?

Therestoratioreffort is run andfundedby the Working for Woodlands
Programa povertyeradicatiorprogramof the governmenbf SouthAfrica.
The programprovidesemploymenon projectsthatimprovethe ecologicalintegrity of

see Carbon, page 12

SOCIAL MARKETING
More than just 'advertising( for the environment

Socialmarketingis morethanthe developmenbf goodmarketingslogansor
advertisementst targetshumanbehavior Socialmarketingis a comprehensivegoal
centeredandpracticeorientedapproacho engageproactivelywith conservationists
andnon-conservationistwith the objectiveof shapingtheir behaviorto reach
conservatiorgoals.

Socialmarketingprovidesa strategicframeworkthatdrawsfrom manyotherbodies
of knowledge(e.g.,psychologypolitical sciencessociology anthropologyandoffers
alogical planningprocesdor projectsthataim to reducetheimpactof humanactivity
on biotic diversityandthe environment.

The shorthandlefinition of socialmarketingcould be Ousinghe hugelysuccessful
methodsdevelopedn commerciaimarketingfor societalbenefitinsteadof
commercialgain.OMore formally, socialmarketinghasbeendefinedasOthe
applicationof commercialmarketingtechnologiedo the analysis planning,execution,
andevaluationof programsdesignedo influencethe voluntarybehaviourof target
audiencesn orderto improvetheir personalwelfareaswell asthatof their societyO
(Andreaseri995).

The fundamentatonsiderationsf socialmarketingare

ConsumerorientationNnot OwhydonOthey,Obut OwhydonOwe OMarketing
putsthe Otagetconsumer@t the centerof our thinking. In conservationthe target
consumeis any persorwhosebehaviorhasa considerablémpacton a conservation
project.Insteadof asking,OWhats wrongwith thesepeople;why don®they

see Marketing , page 10




SCB!s Policy Program Informs Legislation Affecting Global Conservation

Integrity of sciencein wildlife law: peer
reviewsprompt congressionalaction on
recover planning

WhenSCB®&Boardof Governorsvotedin
February2007to advancepoliciesto
protectscientificintegrity in the
implementatiorof wildlife law, the
NorthernSpottedOwl (Strix occidentalis
caurina) recoveryplanwasamongthe
exampleghey hadin mind. SCB&Policy
Directorandotherstaf currentlyare
working with congressionadtaf and
memberof the North AmericaSection©
policy committeeto improve
incorporationof conservatiorscienceanto
recoveryplansandsimilar instruments.

In May andJuly 1997 ,the Natural
Resource€ommitteeof the U.S.
Congresseld hearingghatfocusedon
directionsto civil servantdrom high-
level presidentiabppointees

to setasideaccepted
conservationrmeasures
speciesatrisk. SCB

workedwith witnesses

including Dominick

DellaSalaMike Kelly, a
formerNationalMarine
FisheriesService

employeeJef Ruch,

headof Public

Employeedor

Environmental
ResponsibilityFrancesca

Grifo, seniorscientistatthe

Union of Concerned
Scientistsandwith committee

staf to ensurehattestimony
guestionsandresponseatthe
hearingq(i.e., the official record)
would clarify the factsandsuggest
reforms.During preparatiorfor andat the
hearingswitnessesandSCB staf also
suggestedhatthe Government
AccountabilityOffice (GAO) conduct
further procedurateviewsof how science
hasbeenincorporatednto regulations
affectingnaturalresources.

At the July hearing the InspectorGeneral
of the Departmenbf the Interior admitted

thatdirectionsto setasidescientific
findingsandrecommendations
protectinglisted speciesalthoughnon-
felony andnon-criminal,areviolationsof
thelaw. The InspectorGeneralalso
recommendethata proposechewethics
regulationbe adoptedandappliedto
Presidentiabppointeesn the Department.

In September metbriefly with Norm
Dicks, Chairmanof the Houselnterior
AppropriationsSubcommitteeandhis
Senatecounterparg3taf director We
discussedvaysin which Congressnight
requirereformsandrevisionsof the
NorthernSpottedOwl recoveryplan.SCB
hadraisedtheideaof reformsin May
2007duringdiscussionsvith conservation
groupsandothers However lack of
unanimityin the conservatiorcommunity
atalate stagein theannualcongressional
appropriationgprocessnadeit difficult to
includereformsandrevisionsin the
appropriationgill. Senatoiwiden
subsequentlputa Ohold®n
confirmationof seniorofficials at
the Departmentf the
Interior until the
Departmenpromised
amorethorough
reviewof morethana
dozendecisionghatmay
havebeensubjectto political
interferenceRelaxingthe hold
on confirmationsalsomay hingeon
strengthenin@f ethicsregulationsand
stepssuchaswithdrawalof pending
revisions,which manyfearwould
weakenimplementatiorof the
Endangere®peciedct.

Updateson responsesf the Department
of the Interior andreportsof the GAO will
beincludedin future newslettersin the
meantimethe Houseof Representatives
votedoverwhelminglyin favor of
legislationfurtherinsulatingthe
Inspectordsenerathemselvesrom
political interference.

A peerreview of the NorthernSpotted
Owl recoveryplanconductedy SCBand
the AmericanOrnithologists@nion was

guotedin anOctober2007articlein The
Washington Post (Eilperin, J. 3 October
2007.Scientistsseepolitics in spottedowl
plan.TheWashingtorPost,pageA05.
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2007/10/02/AR200710

0202031.html):

More than 100 independent scientists
suggested . . . that political pressure may
have led federal officials to water down
protections for the northern spotted owl in
a recently revised recovery plan for the
threatened bird . . . An independent review
by the Society for Conservation Biology
and the American Ornithologists’ Union
said, “[Changes to the recovery plan]
may in part reflect new information . . .
but it’s hard not to conclude that they may
also result from pressure to relax
restrictions on logging.”

Responsego climate change

SinceSCB®&boardchoseclimatechange
asour top policy priority, climate
scientistsandgeophysicisthavefound
strongsignalsthatlevelsof atmospheric
carbondioxide andapparentcological
effectsof climatechangeexceedeventhe
Oworstase@rojectionsmadein recent
years.However it appearghatmany
seniormembersf Congres$iavenot
recognizedhe newscientificinformation,
andassumehatundesirableclimate
changeeffectslargely canbe mitigatedif
emissionsarereducedby 2050.1n
responseo this situation,SCBis takinga
numberof actions.

1. We recentlyvisited with congressional
leaderstheir staf, andotherswho have
primaryjurisdictionover climatechange
legislationor recentlyhaveintroduced
legislation.Our objectivewasto bring
new scientificinformationto the attention
of staffers We alsoremindedstaff of the
climate-changéestimonywe submitted
earlierin 2007 (seewww.conbio.og/
activities/policy/ClimateChange.cfmQur
testimonycited peerreviewedstudies
demonstratinghata combinationof (1)
assistancéor conservatiorand(2) taxes
or otherfeeslevied on emissionf



greenhousgase<anresultin remarkably
rapid progressandrewards Without
recommending specificapproacho
legislation,we urgedstaf to reviewall
optionsagainin thelight of the peer
reviewedevidenceln the comingweeks,
we will bevisiting with otherclimate
leadersgspeciallythosein the Senate,
wherenew principlesandnew legislation
havebeenproposedTheseprinciplesand
legislationarethe subjectof hearingsand
mark-upsin OctoberandNovemberin the
SenateEnvironmentCommittee Among
thekey pronouncements Senator
ObamagXxall for auctioningall of the
permitsawardedo emittersof pollutants
underany capandtradesystem.Others
haveproposedhatasmanyashalf of the
permitsbe givenaway which many
economistgegardasa substantial
subsidy Anothernew proposalthe
LautenbegbSandergrinciple, would
prohibit permitsfor new coal-firedpower
plantsunlessthe plantscansequestetheir
carbonemissions.

2. Informationon SCB@policy Web site
allowsour memberdo compareexisting
enegy legislationpassedy the House
andSenateWith this information,
memberganidentify thelegislationthat
theybelieveis mostappropriateandurge
their delegationgo supportthat
legislationor discussmprovementghat
theyasindividualsfeel areimportant.

3.1 addressed meetingof the American
Associationfor theAdvancemenof
Sciencg(AAAS) Committeeon Scientific
FreedomandResponsibilityin October
Our meetingaddresse®CB®&policy
programandpolicy processWe touched
onlocal chaptersRegionalSections,
working groups,andthe oversight
exercisedy the Policy Committeeand
the Board.We discusse@xamplesof how
SCBdecidedwhetherto supportspecific
policy positions.Many of the member
organizationof AAAS areinterestedn
learningfrom our experiencevith respect
to engagingn policy, affecting specific
policy topicssuchasclimatechangeand
protectingthe integrity of sciencen
agencydecision-making.

4. By focusingon synegiesin policy
topics,we arecapitalizingon multi-
prongedstrategiego minimize carbon
emissionsandmaximizeenvironmental
resilienceto climatechangeFor example,

a.We areworking with alliesin the
professionatonservatiorandforestry
communitiesandthe HouseandSenate
committeesastheyrefinelegislationto
curtail importationof illegally harvested
timber, muchof whichis literally stolen
atgunpointfrom local communitiesn
tropicalregions.This frameworkfor
curbingdeforestatiorwill helpaddress
climatechangeandits impactsaswell as
directlossesof biologicaldiversity (see
Biological security below).

b. With the help of our newPolicy
AssociateKevin Eckerle,aformerAAAS
fellow with botha Ph.D.andan MBA,

we arereviewingpotentialmechanismso
measureandrewardstewardshipf
resourcedy jurisdictionsandnations We
continueto useSCB&Webssite to inform
our membersaboutthe progresof the
UNEPFinancelnitiative andotherefforts
to capitalizeon conservatior{see
Stemmingthetide of invasiveaquatic
speciesbelow).

c. Working with expertsin
federalagenciesye are
comparingprogressn each
houseof Congres®n
legislationthatmay

help curtail

pathwaydy

which non-native
invasivespeciesareintroducednto
the United States.

Biological security: securing
protectionfor forests,
foresters,and honest
purveyors of forestproducts

On 16 October | attendedh

hearingof the HouseNaturalResources
committeeon securingprotectionfor
forests forestersandhonestpurveyorsof
forestproductsA broadsetof withesses
supportecenactmenbf legislationto add
plantsto thetypesof living species
coveredby the LaceyAct. The LaceyAct

currentlyprohibitsimportationor saleof
wildlife thatis harvestedllegally and
movedfrom its point of origin to another
jurisdiction. The InternationaMWood
ProductsAssociationis reluctantto
supportthe measurainlessmporterscan
ensurea cleanchainof custodyto avoid
prosecutiorfor receivingillegally
harvestedvood products.To provide
examplef how suchsafeguardsnight
beimplementedhroughthe Forest
StewardshipgCouncilor another
certificationprocessSCB suggested
languagéor the committee€reportand
provideda letterfrom the Justice
Departmentboutthe Department)
enforcemenguidance.

Stemmingthe tide of invasive
aguatic species
by Kevin Eckerle,SCBPolicy Associate

On 27 SeptembeR007,the U.S. Senate
Committeeon CommerceScienceand
TransportatiomeportedfavorablyS. 1578,
the BallastWaterManagemenAct of
2007.Similarly, on 28 June the U.S.
HouseCommitteeon Transportatiorand
Infrastructurepassedhe CoastGuard
Reauthorizatior\ct (H.R. 2830),which
containedhe Houseproposalfor
managemenf ballastwatet
Furtheractionin bothhouses
is expectedn this Congress.

In generalthe SenateandHouse
bills aresimilar. Identicallanguage
definesthe vesseldo which the
proposedstandardspply,
establishesigorousstandardgor
the effectivenes®f ballastwater
treatmentechniquesand
prescribeghe penaltiesor
violating the regulations Of
potentialconcernis the exclusionin
bothbills of foreign-flaggedvessels
transiting(thosenot originating
from or destinedo portsin the
United StatesYhroughthe U.S. Exclusive
EconomicZone(EEZ). Eachbill requires
areportfrom the CoastGuardon the
potentialeffectsof ballastwater
operationdrom thesevesselsbut these
vesselsarenot regulatedundereitherof

the currentproposals.
see Policy , page 6



$%%EANNUAL MEETING o )*+), July" Chattanooga" Tennessee" USA

Call for contributed oral" poster” and speed presentations

The 22ndannualmeetingof the Societyfor Conservation
Biology, From the Mountains to the Sea, will be heldfrom
13Db17July 2008in ChattanoogalennessedJSA. Abstracts
mustbe submittedelectronicallyby 16 January 2008 Thecall
for proposaldor symposiaworkshopsprganizeddiscussions,
andshortcoursesvasissuedpreviously;the deadlinewas29
October2007.

SCBexpectdo makedecisionsy mid FebruaryNotifications
will besentby emailonly. Pleasemakesurethatthe one email
addresg/ou provideis your primary emailaddresandis
enteredcorrectly We encourageyou to carefullythink aboutthe
formatthatbestmeetsyour goals(contributedoral, poster or
speedoresentation).

The scientificprogramwill includeplenarysessionsinvited
symposiaworkshopsprganizeddiscussionsshortcourses,
postersessionsandconcurrensession®f contributedoral
presentationandspeedpresentationdDueto the high level of
attendancexpectedat the meetingand,consequentlylimited
time andspacedor oral presentationgyosterpresentationare
stronglyencouraged.

CRITERIAFORSELECTION

Reviewershaveaccesdo the entireabstracexceptthe names
of theauthorsTo increasehe probability thatyour abstract
will beacceptedandin your preferredformat, pleaseconsider
thefollowing criteriacarefully:

1. Scientificmerit

2. Applicationto conservatioomanagement

3. Clarity of presentatiorfe.g.,abstracbeginswith aclear
statemenbf anissueandendswith a substantiveconclusion)

AUTHORREGISTRATION

Presentinquuthorsmustregisterfor the meetingby the early
deadlineof 19 March. Becausdate cancellatiorexcludesothers
who might havepresentedauthorswho fail to notify the Local
OrganizingCommitteeof their withdrawalby 16 May maybe
excludedfrom giving a presentatiorat the 2009 meeting.

ORALPRESENTATIONS

Individualsmay presenbnly onesymposiumgpral, speedpr
posterpresentationlf your nameappear®n morethanone
abstractmakesureyou arelisted asthe presentefor only one
of them.Oral presentationgvill belimited to 15 minutes:12
minutesfor presentatiomndthreeminutesfor questions.
Contributedoral presentationsvill be groupedby topic. Please
choosdrom thelist of generaltopic areaselow This will
assistusin selectinganappropriatesessiorfor your
presentationlf your abstracis acceptedut cannotbe
accommodatedsan oral presentationywe may offer you the
opportunityto presenta posterAll oral presentatiomoomswiill

be equippedwith a computeranda dataprojector Detailed
informationandinstructionson presentationsvill be available
to presenterseveraimonthsbeforethe meeting.

POSTERRESENTATIONS

Postempresentersvill receivegeneralinstructionson poster
formatin the email notification of acceptance?osterswill be
displayedprominentlyandfor the entiremeeting.Special
sessionsledicatedo posterswill allow in-depthdiscussion
betweerauthorsandattendees.

SPEEOPRESENTATIONS

If yourtopic would be of interestto a wide audienceandyou
would like your presentatiorio leadto anextended
conversatiorwith colleaguesyou maywishto submitan
abstracfor a speedpresentationtn thefirst hourof a speed
presentatiorsession;l5 speakersvill be givenfour minutes
eachto presentheir key ideasandresults.In the secondhour,
presentersvill stationthemselvest separatéableswherethey
caninteractwith peoplewho areinterestedn learningmore
abouttheir work.

To participatein the speedpresentationssimply submitan
abstractccordingto the standardjuidelinesandindicatethat
youwould like your abstracto be consideredor a speed
presentationlf your abstracis acceptedor a speed
presentationyou will be notified by the Local Organizing
Committeeandaskedto preparea four-minutepresentation
insteadof a traditional (15-minute)presentationlf you abstract
is notacceptedor a speedoresentationit still will be
consideredor atraditionaloral presentatioror poster



STUDENAWARDCANDIDATES

Studentawardcandidategrestrictedto 15-minuteoral
presentations)o postersno speedoresentationsinustsubmit
two abstractsanextendedabstractanda regularabstracfor the
meeting.Both abstractsnustbe submittedonlineby 16
Januaryandformattedaccordingto theinstructionsprovided.

Theextendedabstract shouldhavea minimumof 500words
anda maximumof 800words.The extendedabstracimust
includea maximumof threefiguresor tables(total, not three
figuresandthreetables) Abstractsthatarenot submitted
accordingto theseguidelineswill notbeacceptedln recent
yearstherejectionratehasbeenapproximatelyB5%. Many
studentshavenot beenconsideredor anawardsimply because
theydid not follow instructions.Your extendedabstracmust
includethe following information.

1. Presentatiotitle

2. Namesandcompletecontactinformationfor all authorsThe
studentapplyingfor the awardmustbe thefirst author If the
abstrachastwo or moreauthors specifytherole thateach
authorplayedin thework.

3. Degreepursuedr, for thosewho alreadyhavereceiveda
Ph.D.,dateof defenseCurrentstudentsaandstudentswith a
graduatiordateof 1 July 2007 or laterareeligible to apply.

Pleasamakecertainthatthe nameof the studentapplyingfor
the awardandthe nameof the primary authorareidentical
(e.g.,identicalsurname).

MENTORIN®ROGRAM

To encouraggarticipationof membersvhosefirst languages
not English, SCB®StudentAffairs Committeeoffersa
mentoringservicefor studentavho wish to submitabstractgor
oral or posterpresentationgseepagel5).

If youwantto takeadvantagef this mentoringprogram,
simply submitanabstractaccordingto the standardjuidelines;
indicatethatyou area studentthat Englishis not your first
languageandthatyou would like your abstracto be mentored.
Instructionswill be sentto your email addressfteryou submit
your abstract.

A mentorwill contactyou andprovideguidanceon grammar
andclarity of writing. The mentoralsowill ensurethatthe
abstracimeetsthe technicalcriteriafor submissionNotethatit
is not therole of the mentorto providescientificguidancenor
to write the abstract.

INSTRUCTIONBORPREPARIN@GBSTRACTS

Abstractsshouldbe submittedfor oral (includingspeed
presentationandposterpresentationandfor invited symposia.
Abstractsfor symposiunpresentationareby invitation only.

Pleasdollow theinstructionscarefully includingall requested
informationandformatting.After you submityour abstractyou
will receivea confirmationemail containinga link to verify and
edityour abstractlt is your responsibilityto verify thatall
informationsubmitteds completeandcorrect.If you notice

errorsor omissionsgdit your abstracbeforethe submission
deadlineNo changesill be madeafterthe abstracsubmission
deadline Early notification of acceptancsvill give youample
time to takeadvantagef the earlyregistrationrate.Your
abstracmustincludethe following information.

1. Nameand email addressof personsubmittingthe abstract.

2. Student presentation.Indicatewhetherthe presentatiomwill
be givenby a student(regardles®f whetherthe students a
candidatdor a studentaward).

3. Abstract title. List thetitle in CAPITAL LETTERS.Titles
arelimited to 150 characters.

4. Type of presentation.Indicatewhetherthe abstracis
intendedfor anoral, poster eitheroral or poster or an
invited symposiumpresentationgevenif youwishto
contributea speedpresentationSymposiunmpresenters
alreadyhavealreadyreceivedaninvitation. If you havenot
receivedaninvitation, do not checkthe symposiunbox.

5. Nameof invited symposium if applicable

6. Topic areas.Pleasechoosdrom thelist of generatopic
areado assistusin selectinganappropriatesessiorfor your
presentationlndicateyour first, secondandthird choices.
Pleaseandicatethreechoicesevenif you wish to contributea
speedoresentation.

Disciplines

Biogeography
Communicationsputreachandeducation
Community-driverconservation
Conservatiorgenetics
Conservatiommedicine
Ecologicalrestoration

Environmentabr ecologicaleconomics
Environmentabnthropology
Environmentabeography
Environmentapolitics andpolicy
Environmentabkociology
Conservatiorpsychology
Indigenousknowledgeandconservation
Landscapecology
Populationdynamics

Socialscience

Ecosystems
Freshwateconservation
Conservatiorat the land-waterinterface
Urbanareaconservation
Disturbancescology
Grasslanatonservation
Rangelanaonservation
Marine conservation
Savannaonservation
Sustainablagriculture
Wetlandconservation
Forestconservation

Issues

Alien andinvasivespecies
Climatechange
Conservationn hotspots



Methods
Adaptivemanagemerandmonitoring
Protectedareaplanninganddesign
Conservatiorcapacitybuilding
ConservatiorGIS

Conservatioron privatelands
Ecologicalrestoratiorandreconstruction
Ecosystend conservatiorareamanagement
Inventoryandmonitoring
Landuseplanningfor conservation
Populationviability analysis
Conservatiormodeling

Recoveryof endangeredpecies

Risk assessmemnduncertainty
Scientistsandmanagersbridgingthe gap
Spatialecologyandconservation

7. Abstract. Abstractsmaynot exceedl500characters
(approximately200words).Beginwith a clearstatemenbf the
topic or objectives give brief methodsandmajor results,and
endwith a substantiatonclusion Do not usevaguestatements
suchasOresultsvill bediscussed.@ is the responsibilityof the
authorto verify theinformationsubmittedandto editanyerrors
or omissionsheforethe submissiordeadline.

8. Authors. List all authorswith the nameof the presenting
authorindicatedclearly.

9. Addr essesList theinstitutionalaffiliations andaddresses,
including countries for eachauthorin the sameorderasabove.
Forthe presentincauthoronly, includeanemailaddressn
parentheseat the endof the addresslf therearemultiple
addresseglacetheinitials of theauthorin parentheseat the
endof eachaddress.

Abstractsmustbe submittedelectronically Web submissioris
the only formatof submissionCompleteinformationon the
submissiomprocessds availableat www.conbio.org/2008/call.
Visit the meetingWeb site for full detailson the scientific
program,socialeventsgravel,andspecialactivities.

Donations to SCB promote the science
of conservation biology and
protect the diversity of life on Earth

¥ Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and
reduce income tax by deducting the fair mark et
value as a charitable contribution.

¥ Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest
may reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Alan Thornhill
4245 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203, USA
1 703 276-2384
athornhill@conbio .org

Policy , from page 3

The major differencebetweerthe bills is the timetableover
which thenewstandardwill takeeffect. The Houseproposaiis
moreaggressiverequiringinstallationof ballastwater
treatmenequipmenbn shipsby 31 Decembef013.The
Housebill alsorequiresanearlierreview of thesestandardsthe
bill mandateshatreviewsbeginby Decembe012,two years
earlierthanthe Senategproposal The Senatebill specifically
referenceshe United NationsInternationaMaritime
Organizatior€{IMO) ballastwaterconventionin outlining the
justificationsfor the newregulationsBoth proposalencourage
internationalcollaborationfor developingmoreeffective
programdo eliminatethe spreadf aquaticnuisancespecies
throughballastwater Finally, the Senatebill authorizesannual
appropriation®f up to $50million to the CoastGuardbetween
2008B20120 enforcethe newregulationsthe Houseproposal
authorizenly $20million annually

Theseaggressivéills

implementstandards

thataretentimesmore

stringentthanthoseof

theIMO ballastwater

convention significantly

improvingthe management

andtreatmenbf invasive

aquaticspeciesThe

omissionof transiting

vesseldrom theseregulations

couldbeaddressegrior to final

passageasit represents major

pathwayfor continuedntroduction

of invasivesinto United States

waters.Likewise,the Houselanguage
addressinghetimetablefor adoptionof newregulationsand
review of the new standardss the strongerandhopefully will
be maintainedn thefinal versionof the bill.

Investmentand procurement: world@ third largest bank
unveils climatebconservingnvestmentindex

In a breakthroughor conservatiorinvestmentthe European
BankHSBCannouncedn October2007thatit would invite
investmentsn a newfund. Thefund comprisesecuritiesof
300firms thatareworking to minimize climatechangean
differentways,from building wind turbinesto generatingsolar
andtidal energyAccordingto HSBC, thefund®indexhas
outperformedhe marketby a substantiamarginsince2004
(seeOakley D. 25 SeptembeP007.HSBCindexpointsway to
windfalls. FinancialTimes,page3). Similar fundsareavailable
in the United Statesand Europethatreflectsocialand
environmentafjoalsandscreerout securitieghatcompromise
progresdowardthosegoals.However it seemghatfew funds
focuson climatechangewhile offering a broadsetof securities.

John Fitzgerald



UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

ASIA

We arein the midstof electionsfor threepositionson the
Section§Boardof Directors.The newdirectorswill replace
AhmedKhan, Tom McCarthy Linda Whittaket andEric
Wikramanayakewhosetermsendthis year We encourage
nominationgincluding self-nominationsjrom memberof the
Section,especiallythosefrom centralandwesterrAsia, which
arecurrentlyunderrepresentedContactl inda Whittaker
(Linda.Whittaker@npa.gril or olsvig2000@yahoo.comnfpr
instructionson the nominatingprocedure.

We arebeginningpreparationso hostthe 2009annualmeeting
in Beijing. Thiswill bethefirst SCBannualmeetinghostedby
theAsia Section,andso 2008will be abusyyear We are
working with a suiteof Chinesescientistgo ensurethatthe
meetingis successful.

In advanceof the Beijing meeting,Sectionpresidentlef
McNeelyandConservation Biology editor Gary Meffe have
initiated an effort to preparea specialsectionfor the journalon
priority conservatiorconcerndn Asia. The Boardhasbeen

consideringopicsandaimsto invite ten policy-orientedpapers.

Linda Whittaker

AUSTRALASIA

Regional Meeting

Theinauguralmeeting

of theAustralasia

Section,The Biodiversity

Extinction Crisis—An

Australian and Pacific

Response, washeld10D

13 July 2007 at

University of New

SouthWales,Sydney

Australia. The meetingwasa fantastic

successWe welcomed369 attendeeso 11 plenaries,

five symposia22 concurrensessions146

contributedoral presentationsgnd 15 poster
presentationsThe meetingfocusedon five major
themesregionalchallengesmanaginghreatening
processesf universalimportancerasestudiesof
conservationn action,including biodiversitymonitoringand
assessmentonservatiorscienceandpolicy; andconservation
scienceandthe community Two openingplenariespresented
by Michael SoulZandDick Watling, setthe stagefor the three-
daymeeting.Michael,oneof SCB&foundersgavea broad
overviewcomparingconservatiorchallengesn North America
to thosein Australia,wherea®ick talkedaboutthe disparityof
resourcedetweergovernmenaindnon-governmental
conservatioragenciesn Fiji.

Therewaswide mediacoverageof the meeting,including Chris
Dickman&thoughtprovokingplenarypresentatioron

conservationn arid landsandthe symposiunthataddressed
whetherdingoeshavearole in conservation.

The numberof participantdar exceedeaur expectations,
indicatinga strongneedanddesirefor conservatioomeetingsn
theAustralasiarregion.The vastmajority of attendee$88%)
werefrom Australia.OthercountriesrepresenteéhcludedNew
Zealand(4%), PapuaNew Guinea(3%), Fiji (2%),the United
Stateg2%), anda singlerepresentativérom eachof New
CaledoniaFrenchPolynesiajndia, andColombia.We were
particularlygratifiedto havesuchstrongattendancéom the
developingnationsin our region.

Sponsorshipanotherkey factorin the succes®f this meeting,
allowedusto helpsupportthe attendancef professionalgend
studentdrom developingnations.Many thanksto our key
sponsorsthe Societyfor ConservatiorBiology, Departmenbf
EnvironmentandWaterResourcesNew SouthWales
Departmenbf Environmentand Climate ChangeAustralian
Wildlife ConservancylandcareResearciNew ZealandLand
andWaterAustralia,InvasiveAnimals CooperativeResearch
Centre,CSIROpublishing,ZoologicalParksBoardof New
SouthWales,andHumaneSocietylnternational Thanksto the
University of New SouthWalesBookshop
andSurreyBeatty& Sonsfor
providing studentawardsand
especiallyto the University of
New SouthWalesfor hosting
the meeting.

Analysisof the evaluation
formsdistributedto
attendeess ongoing.
Preliminaryresultsindicate
thatthe majority of scientific
sessionsvereratedfavorably
aswerethelocation,venue
facilities andstaf, registration
processandcatering.Most
suggestionselatedto improving movementamong
sessionsproviding additionaltime for discussion,
promotinginteractionswith andinvolvementof indigenous
Australiansandthosefrom developingnations,and
including a greatemproportionof presentationsn
conservatiorof plantsandinvertebrates.

The Sectionmadea financial profit on the meeting,which
will beusedto supportotherconservatiorprogramsand
initiativesin the region.We look forwardto seeingyou atthe
next Sectionmeetingin 2009.

Karen Firestone and Richard Kingsford
Studentawards at the Biodiversity Extinction Crisis
Conference in Sydney

Sevenstudentawardswere presentediuringthe Biodiversity
Extinction Crisis Conferencewhich washeld 10D12July 2007
atthe University of New SouthWalesin SydneyAustralia.



Gift packsandbookvoucherswvereprovidedby the University
Bookstore We alsoawardedmembershipso SCBand
subscriptiongo Pacific Conservation Biology. Congratulations
to thefollowing studentawardees.

Bestoverall presentation
MonicaRuibal,AustralianNationalUniversity, Australia
Non-invasivefaecalDNA sampling:anevaluationof field and
geneticmethoddor estimatingpopulationabundancef the
spotted-tailedjuoll (Dasyurus maculatus)

Bestoverall presentation(runner-up)
AlanaBurley, University of Melbourne Australia
Demographyof Pometia pinnata andCanarium indicum in
tropicalrain forest:impactsof anthropogenidisturbancdrom
subsistencagriculture

Bestoverall presentation(runner-up)
WendyFoster University of AdelaideandZoosSA, Australia
Captivebreedingwith multiple paternity:a casestudyusing

thered-tailedphascogalePhascogale calura

Bestoverall presentation(runner-up)
NuniaThomasUniversity of the SouthPacific, Fiji
Determiningthe spatialassociationsf the Fiji Ground
Frogandthe CaneToadon Viwa Island,Fiji usingSADIE:
implicationsfor conservatiorandmanagement

BestPacific Island presentation
EdwardNarayanUniversity of the SouthPacific, Fiji
Captivemanagementreedingandaspect®f reproductive
physiologyof endangeredijian groundfrog
(Platymantis vitianus)

Bestposter
StevenHamilton
Intraspecificmammaliarphylogeographyconservation
connectiondetweenrAustraliaandNew Guinea

Besthonors or Masters presentation
RachelMusgrave
Managemenutnitsin the TasmaniarBettong
(Bettongia gaimardi) (poster)

Wendy Jackson

Listserv

Our Sectionnow hasa listserv Pleasdakeadvantagef it for
communicatiorwithin our region.

EUROPE

In SeptembeP007,the Boardof the EuropeSectionmetwith
the proposechostsof the 2nd EuropearCongresof
ConservatiorBiology. We arepleasedo announcehatthe 2nd
ECCBwill beheld1B5Septembe009at the Czech
University of Agriculture, Prague Furtherdetailsandafirst call
for symposiunproposalawill becirculatedin late Novemberor
DecemberThefirst ECCBhadover1000participantsfrom
morethan50 countries We areconfidentthatthe excellent
facilities at the university the beautifulcity of Pragueandthe
capableandenthusiastid.ocal OrganizingCommitteewill

makethe secondEECB highly successfuAindmemorableThe
first congressighlightedthe desire(andneed)of conservation
biologiststo work togethemwith otherscientistye.g.,
sociologistseconomists)educatorspractitionersanddecision
makers We hopethatthe secondcongressill pushbackthe
boundarief traditionalconservatiordisciplinesanddrawin
thoseworking in othersubjectareasandin policy rolesto
fosterstrongworking relationships.

As the newslettemwentto pressthe Sectionwasin the midstof
annualelections Fourpositionson the Boardareopen.Profiles
of the candidategndvoting instructionsareavailableat
www.conbio.og. If you areavoting memberof the Section,
pleasevisit the Web site andexerciseyour democratiaight! If
you havenot yet joined a Sectionwhy notvisit the
Web siteandupdateyour
profile? Sectionmembership
is free. SCBmemberanay
be voting membersof two
Sectionsaandnonvoting
memberof any numberof
additionalSections.

In additionto meetingwith
theLocal Organizing
Committeeandbeginningto
planthe nextECCB,the Board
reviewedthe Section€progress
towardmeetingthe objectivessetout
in our 20060201 GtrategicPlan. The Section®
committeeshavebeenactive,andmanyof the tasksin the 2007
work planhavebeenachievedput thereis still muchto do.
Opportunitiesareavailablefor keen,active Sectionmemberdo
participatein the work of the committeeslf you areinterested,
contactthe committeechairs.Detailsof the committeesO
activitiesandcontactinformationfor chairsareavailableon the
Website.

As alwaysthe Boardencourageghe participationof Section
membersn our activitiesandremindsyou thatvoting is an
importantelementof membershipTo contactuswith any
guestionor commentemaileurope@conservationbiologyg
or visit www.conbio.org/Sections/Europe.

Owen Nevin

MARINE

The Marine Sectionwill hostits first stand-aloneneeting.the
InternationalMarine ConservatiorCongressfrom 20b24May
2009at Geoge MasonUniversity nearWashingtonD.C. This
meetingwill beaninterdisciplinaryeventthatwill engage
naturalandsocialscientistsmanagerspolicy makers andthe
public. The goal of the meetingis to translateconservation
sciencanto practicethroughpublic andmediaoutreachandthe
developmenbf concreteproducts(e.g.,policy briefs, blue
ribbonpositionpapers}thatwill be usedto drive policy change
andimplementationMajor themeghatwill beaddressed
includeglobalclimatechangetheland-sednterface,
ecosystem-basadanagemen@ndpovertyandglobalization.



In anattemptto tacklethe mostpressingssuescurrentlyfacing
marineconservationthe meetingwill hostplenarytalksand
solicit creativesubmissiondor interactivesymposiaand
workshopsThe conservatiorcommunitywill be challengedo
go beyondthe typical communicatiorof databy proposing
symposiaor workshopsn which presentationsvill be followed
by lively, participatorydiscussionso address controversial
topic or developinnovativesolutionsto a currentconservation
challenge Symposiunmorganizerswill be encouragedo invite a
selectgroupof speakerandto devisecreativewaysto
facilitate discussionSmallerworkshopswill be heldto bring
togethemeoplewith diverseexpertisewith the goal of
developinga list of recommendations policy briefing, or a
white paperon a specifictopic. Workshopscanbe held over
threeconsecutivelays.

Planningis well underwayandwe will beginadvertisingin
earnesvery shortly. Pleasecheckthe Marine Section®©W\eb site
regularlyfor updatednformationandvolunteeropportunities.

Ellen Hines

FRESHWATBRORKINGGROUP

SponsoredMemberships

Ourworking groupnow hasalmost600 membersWe gained
morethan100membersn 2007thanksto The Nature
Conservancy3ponsorshipfor SCBmembersn
developingcountries However

only 225 memberssubscribe

to thelistserv We encourage

you to subscribeat

http://list.conbio.org/

mailman/listinfo/freshwater/

2008 Annual Meeting

Thegeographiaegionthat

surround<LChattanoogas knownfor its high diversity of
freshwaterspeciesandecosystemdiccordingly we would like
to havea strongpresencet the meetingto highlight freshwater
conservationssuesBoardmemberThanHitt is servingasa
liaison betweertheworking groupandthelocal organizing
committee PleasecontactThan(than@vt.edujo offer ideasor
to help organizefreshwatemactivitiesin Chattanooga.

Board Elections

Working groupelectionswill runfrom 5 Novemberto 1
DecembeR007.Four positionson the boardareopenfor terms
of two yearseach(1 January2008to 31 Decembe2009).
Resultswill notbevalid unlessatleast10% of working group
memberssubmita ballot, so pleasevote!

BoardmemberSimonLinke wasnamedORiversymposium
YoungWaterScientistof the Year2007Gluringthe 10th
InternationalRiversymposiunandEnvironmentaFlows
Conferencen Brisbane Australiain SeptemberSimon
receivedthe awardfor his work on systematicconservation
planningin riverinelandscapesSimonwasthefirst ecologistto
receivethis award;previouswinnerswereengineersand

hydrologistsIn his closingplenary Simondedicatechis award
to all who work to promotesystemati@approaches freshwater
systemsHe alsostatedthathis awarddemonstratethatthe
disciplineof conservatiorbiology hasmaturedandis now
comparabldo engineeringpr hydrologyin termsof scientific
rigor andrelevanceo stakeholdersCongratulationssimon!

Aventino Kasangaki

SOCIALSCIENCBNORKINGGROUP

Welcome to New Board Members

Congratulation@ndwelcometo the new memberf our
board,who took office at the conclusionof SCB&2007annual
meeting All membersservetwo-yeartermsunlessotherwise
indicated.Thanksto all of the candidatedor their willingness
to servethe working group®membership.

David Hoffman, Universityfor PeaceCostaRica, Education
Committeechairandanthropologyrepresentative

Richard Wallace, UrsinusCollege,USA, reelectecasVice
Presidentindat large representative

Daniel Miller , University of Michigan,USA, Secretaryand
political sciencesepresentativéone-yeaiterm)

William Forbes, Stepherf. Austin StateUniversity, USA,
reelectedasChief FinancialOfficer andgeography
representative

Tara Teel,ColoradoStateUniversity USA, Conservation
CommitteeChairandpsychologyrepresentative
Tammy Lewis, Muhlenbeg College,USA,
Audit Committeechairandsociology
representative
Angelika Wilhelm-Rechmann, Nelson
MandelaMetropolitanUniversity, South
Africa, Communications€€ommitteechairand
atlargerepresentative

We alsoextendour deepappreciatiorto the outgoing
membersf theboard.Theyandtheir committeesvorkedon
far moreissueghanwe canmentionhere.

Diane Russell,ConservatiorCommitteechairand
anthropologyrepresentativepr investingsomuchtime and
dedicationto the developmenbf thetools catalog.

Oliver Pergams,Chief FinancialOfficer, for his hardwork on
our financial matters.

Carol Saunders ,Audit Committeechairandpsychology
representativepr ensuringthe meticulouspreparatiorof our
annualreport.

Peter Wilshusen,Communication€ommitteechairand
sociologyrepresentativehe driving force behindeverything
publishedin the newsletterthe Web site,andall our
outreachefforts.

Katrina Brandon, socialsciencerepresentativéo SCB®
Board,for hertirelesswork representingocialscience.

Pleaserisit www.conbio.og/workinggroups/sswg/
AboutBoard.cfimfor furtherinformationaboutour activities,
achievementgherestof the boardandall the committees.

We welcomeanybodywho would beinterestedn contributing
to ourwork. PleasecontactNejemRaheemat



nejemraheem@yahoo.camnthe committeechairsthemselves
if you areinterested.

Nejem Raheem, on behalf of the Social Science Working Group

Call for Social Science Contributions to SCB2008

Theworking groupseekssocialscientistanterestedn
biodiversityconservatiorio submitabstractgor postersor oral
presentationfor SCB®2008annualmeeting.Conservation
socialsciencavaswell representeat the 2006and2007
annualmeetingsandwe look forwardto anequallystrong
showingin 2008.1f you havequestionsaboutsocialscience
submissionspr seekgenerainformationaboutthe working
group,pleasecontactRich Wallace(rwallace @ursinus.edu).

Rich Wallace

EXPLORATIONFNEW
WORKINGSROUP
ONRELIGIOMND
CONSERVATIOBIOLOGY

Explorationof a newworking groupon religion and
conservatiorbiology is underway The scopingteamfor the
working grouprecognizeghatreligionis frequentlya guiding
componenbf culturesandhasplayeda substantiatole in
formulatingviews of natureanddefining relationshipsof
humanityto nature As such,religion canimpedeor contribute
substantiallyto the conservatiorof biologicaldiversity In this
regardthe scopingteamrecognizeghatfocuson the
environmentandEarth®biological diversityis a growingand
irreversiblethemenot only of scientific professionalbut also
of theologicalinquiry andreligiouslife. During the pastseveral
decadesmillions of peoplefrom numerougeligiousand
spiritualtraditionsthroughoutthe world havebecomeawareof
environmentatrisesandcontributedto the remediatiorof
thosecrises.Religionandtheologyare Ogreening,&andwill
continueto do so.

The scopingteamhopesthatthe working groupon religion and
conservatiorbiology will form overthe comingyeatr
Preliminarytasksof the teamincludeidentifying SCB members
interestedn joining theworking groupandorganizingthose
memberaindera democraticstructure Oncerecruitments
underwayandaninterim groupstructurehasbeendesignedand
implementedthe group®activitiesmay includeidentification
anddisseminatiorio the SCB membershipf sourceon
religion, theology andculturethatfocuson conservation
biology; appointingrepresentativesf theworking groupto
nationalandinternationabodiesdealingwith theseissuesand
organizinga forum on religion andconservatiorbiology at
SCB®annualmeeting.

SCBmemberTom Baughwill serveasinterim facilitator for
theworking group.Baughis currentlya Fellow in
InterdisciplinaryStudieswith the Greenlnstitute
(www.greeninstitute.netSCB membersvho areinterestedn
participatingin theworking groupareencouragedo contact
Tom (religion@conbio.ay).
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Marketing , from page 1

understandheimportanceof conservation?@socialmarketer
asks,0OWhats wrongwith usandwhatdonOtve understand
aboutthesepeoplethatmakesusincapableof convincingthem
to behaven a conservation-friendlynanner?@he Otaget
audience®asa primary andactiverole in the processasonly
sheor hereliably cantell you how to bring him or herto the
point of behavingn a pro-conservatiomanner

This customeiorientationalsoengendersnarketsegmentation,
or groupingthetargetaudiencento subsetsith similar
featuresandthentailoring actionstightly to eachsegment.

Focuson voluntary behavior change.Researclnas
demonstratethatinformationandawarenesalonehavelittle
convincingpowerfor the adoptionof a moresustainabler
healthylifestyle (think, e.g.,of smokingcessation)Therefore,
the bottomline of socialmarketingis to convincethetarget
audiencdo adopta new; conservatioririendly behavioras
opposedo obtainingmoreknowledgeaboutnature becominga
conservationistpr adoptingthe marketef8 valuesystem Social
marketingfrequentlyinvolvesawarenessaising,educationand
relatedapproachedyutonly if thoseapproacheservethe
ultimategoal of behaviorchange Moreover the focuson
voluntarybehaviorchangeorcesthe projectmanageor leader
to definethe goal of the projectclearly, thusrespondingo the
increasinglyloud call for appropriateevaluationof effects.

Socialobjective. The ultimateobjectiveof socialmarketingis

to benefitthetargetpersonaswell associetyratherthan,asin
commerciaimarketing the marketer Note thatvoluntary
behaviorchangenecessarilymplies someform of perceptible
gainfor the memberof thetargetgroup.Ethical considerations
areanessentiapartof the processwith regardto the endsof

the projectaswell asthe meanausedto pursuetheends.

Cost-benefitorientation. Like commercialmarketing,social
marketingrecognizeghe fundamentaprinciple thatcustomers
takethe desiredactiononly whentheybelievetheywill benefit
from the action,consideringoenefitsaswell ascosts.However
the definition of costandbenefitin socialmarketinggoesfar
beyondmonetarywalueandmay comprisefactorslike time,
socialstatusandpressuredraditions,values practicality
capabilityto act, training, empowermentNandvensimply
havingfun.

Continual research. Any activity takento exploreandaffect
the behaviorof thetargetgroupis basedon a thoroughand
iterativescientificassessmertf the statusquo or the effect of
the plannedaction.Qualitativeandquantitativemethodsare
usedto provideinsightto the barriersandbenefitspertainingto
thebehavior Researctalsoencompassethe alternative
(undesiredbehaviorsandtheir drivers.

Socialmarketingis morecomprehensivandmorecomplex
thancommerciaimarketingbecauséts goalis to change
problematic high-involvemenbehaviorsjn complexeconomic
andsocialandpolitical climates,oftenwith very limited
resourcesCommercialmarketingfrequentlyconcerndow-
involvementbrandchoicebehaviorin a consumerisparadigm,
usuallywith considerablédunding andexpertise.



What does a Social marketing project look like?

A socialmarketingprojectusuallyhasthreephases.

1. Thorough investigation of the benefitsand barriersN
formative research. A situationalanalysisof theinternaland
externalenvironmenbf the consumeis conductedstarting
with aliteraturereviewandprogressingdo individual surveys
andfocusgroups A compilationof relevantfactorsestablishes
aclearpictureof the elementscontributingto the behavior

2. Planning and implementing a strategy to increase
the benefitsand decreasethe costsof the proposed
behavior and to createan enabling environment.
Informedby andshapedn responséo the outcomeof the
formativeresearch,

¥Increasehetarget group®perceptiorof the benefitsof the
desiredbehavior For example provideinformation,
awarenessncentivesmakerememberingasier
influencenorms,andproviderole models.
¥Decreas¢hetargetgroup®perceptiorof the
costs.Much like makingacces®asief
makethe behavioreasierandmore
pleasanbr modify socialperceptions.
¥Enablethetargetgroupto performthe
actionthroughbuilding capacity empowermenand
transferringresponsibility andremovingantagonistic
grouppressuresTheseactionsalwaysshouldbetailored
tightly to the formativeresearcloutcomes.

3. Evaluation and perpetuation of the project. After a
behaviorhasbeenintroducedit mustbe institutionalizedto
becomepartof Onormal©ehavior Therefore the marketer
needgo ensureghatuponhis departureptherpartiestakeover
his role. Specificevaluationstartswithin phaseoneby
determiningthe behavioritself, how the behaviorcanbe
measuredandestablishinghe baseline Evaluationcontinues
throughphaseawo by permanenmonitoringof intervention
effects.In phasehree,evaluationdetermineshe degreeo

which furtherinterventionsarenecessaryo institutionalizethe
newbehavior

Historical Sketch

Academicdiscussiongboutthe useof commerciaimarketing
for political andsocialendsbeganduringthe late 1950s.Kotler
andZaltmancoinedthetermin 1971(Social

marketing:anapproacho plannedsocialchange.
Journalof Marketing35). Socialmarketing
hasbeenusedwidely andvery
successfullyn preventivehealth
programsObrown@nvironmental
campaignsandrecentlyin OgreenO
environmentaprogramslin December
2006,the UnitedKingdom establishedhe
first NationalSocialMarketingCentre.

Easy Access References
McKenzie-Mohr , D. and W. Smith. 1999.
Fostering sustainable beha vior, an
introduction to communit y-based social
mark eting. New Society Publishers, Gabriola
Island, Canada.
Andreasen, A.R. 1995. Marketing social change,
changing beha viour to promote health, social development, and the
environment. Jossey-Bass, San Francisco, California, USA.

Web sites
Communit y Based Social Marketing, Fostering Sustainable Behaviour ,
Canada (Doug McKenzie-Mohr), www .cbsm.com
National Social Marketing Centre, London, UK,
www .nsms.org.uk/public/default.aspx
Social Mark eting Institute, Washington,
www .social-marketing.org
Institute for Social Marketing, Stirling, UK, www .ism.stir .ac.uk
R. Craig LefebvreOs Social Marketing Blog, socialmark eting.blogs.com
General information by Weinreich Communications, including a list of
books in the Obookstore, Owww .social-marketing.com

D.C., USA, (Alan Andreasen),

Angelika Wilhelm-Rechmann

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Funding Available

The Rufford Small GrantsFoundatioroffers grantsup to £5000
to individualsfor grassrootsatureconservatiorprojects.The
Foundatioralsorecentlylaunchedhe newInnovationGrant,
whichis aimedat giving up to £50,000for a creativeand
innovativeproject.For furtherinformationpleasesee
www.rufford.om/rsgor contactJoshCole (josh@ruford.om).

Graduate Training

Exceptionalstudentsnterestedn interdisciplinaryand
internationalenvironmentaktudyareinvited to applyfor a
IntegrativeGraduateEducationandResearciraineeship
(IGERT) Ph.D.Traineeshipat the University of
WisconsinbMadiso-hesetraineeshipssupportedy the U.S.
NationalScience~oundationhavea generoustipend tuition

11

waver, andhealthbenefits Meetingthe major challengeof
conservingpbiological diversity sustainablelevelopment
requiresunderstandinghe interactionsamongbiological,
physical,social,andeconomicforces.|IGERT traineeswill
addresgheseissuedy pursuinga Ph.D.in oneof morethana
dozendepartmentsindparticipatingin IGERT seminars,
workshopsJanguagedraining,andfield researchn the
Himalayasof Yunnan,China.For moreinformationand
applicationinstructionsyisit www.swchina.wisc.edul he
applicationdeadlineis 1 February2008.Note: University of
WisconsinbMadisoalsois hometo a secondGERT program,
Certificateon Humansandthe Global Environmentfocusedon
issuesof vulnerability andsustainabilityof the global
environmentThe applicationdeadlinefor this programis

see Announcements , page 13



Carbon , from page 1

woodlandsImplicit ecologicalgoalsincludeincreased
resilienceto non-nativeinvasiveplantsandincreasedvater
guantityandquality. This particulareffort on the Baviaanskloof
Megareservés oneof manyprojectsin the Working for Water
program,andis beingcarriedout collaborativelywith the
EasternCapeParksBoardandotherpartners.

Will the project really alleviate poverty?

Most unskilledworkersarerecruitedandtrainedfrom the
impoverisheccommunitiesn andaroundthe MegareserveThe
Megareservés alsoengagedn anambitiousriparianwetland
restoratiorproject(fundedby World Wildlife Fund).Between
thesetwo efforts, thereis atleasta decadeof work availablein
the MegareserveAlthough seniorstaff on the Baviaanskloof
projectareeducatedndividualsfrom outsidethe Megareserve,
seniorstaff areaggressivelydentifying outstandindocal
workersanddevelopingthe skills of thoseworkerssotheywill
qualify asmanagersndfoundersof nurseriesandrestoration
projectselsewhereln my brief visit to a smallportion

of the EasternCape,| wasastoundedhtthe
massivenvasionof riparianareasuplandflats,
andsteepslopesby a variety of non-native
plantspeciesSouthAfrica needgo

rehabilitatehundredof thousand®f

hectaresOverthe pasttenyears,South

Africa hascreatedmanynew protected
areasandmassivelyexpandedthers.

Onepresentatioratthe 2007 SCB
meetingdocumentedubstantial

economicgrowthin 19 EasternCape

communitiemnearnew parks,sowe can
expectcontinuedreplacemenof mamginally
profitablefarmsby naturetourism.Thus,
restoration-relatethdustriescanexpectseveral

decade®f economicallyviable activity.

How much carbon will be stored per hectare?

The estimateof carbonstoragearescientifically rigorous
andhighly conservativeDataareparticularlyrich for
Portulacaria afra (spekboomelephanbush),which
compriseaup to 70% of the canopyin somestandsof
subtropicalhicket. Spekboomnstorestwo-thirdsof its

carbonin soil andlitter; boththeliving tissuesandlitter are
highly fire-resistantSomelocal farmersrestoredareaso
spekboonduringthe past30 years,andscientistshavesampled
thesesitesto estimatedirectly the trajectoryof carbonstorage.
Althoughthis empiricaltime seriesis availableonly for some
aspectandslopesthe dataprovidea valuableadjunctto
estimatedpasedon plantdiameterandheight.For purposeof
the SCB contract,we estimatecarbonstorageperhectarebased
solelyon spekboomThus,we conservativelyestimatethe
actualamountof carbonlikely to be storedby multiple species.
Basingthe estimateon spekboomaloneis appropriatebecause
spekboonwill bethefirst specieplanted,andit is theonly
speciedor which detailedmultifactorialtrials havebeen
conductedo maximizesurvival of outplantedcuttings.
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In aworst-casescenariospekboonmaybethe only speciedo
reestabliston somesites.Thedifferencein carbonpools
betweernintactanddegradedhicketdepend®n thethickettype
andthe magnitudeof pastconversionThereare112 recognized
thickettypes,eachwith a differentpercentcoverof spekboom.
Also, carbonleakagerom the soil is positively correlatedwith
lag sinceconversion Spekboonshouldstorefour tonsof
carbonperhectareperyear or about10b15%onsof carbon
dioxide emissiongerhectareperyear Thelatteris currently
sellingat US$5perton, soeachhectareshouldyield $50D75
peryear

Total tonnagestoredalsodepend®n how manyhectaresare
plantedandmaintainedoy our dollars.The plantingcostsin
initial trials havebeenaboutR5000/ ha(US$700/ ha) but
Mike Powell, chieftechnicaladvisorfor Working for Wateron
this project,estimateghatthe costwill decreas¢o about
R1500/ ha(US$200/ ha).
How do you know this
project wonOgenerate
a spekboom
monoculture instead
of restored, diverse
thicket?

The 30-yearold plots
(above)includeother
nativeplantsthatcolonized
afterthe spekboom
plantings.Becausehe
projectwould like to sell
additionalbiodiversitybenefitsfor
restoredsubtropicalhicket,they arecommittedto
monitoring,learninghow to recruitotherspeciesand
learningwhich speciemneedassistancéo recolonizea
site.In anongoingexperimentspekboonplantsare
beinginoculatedwith mistletoe. The mistletoewill attract
birds,whichin turn shoulddefecateviable seedsof other
plantsinto a spekboonstand.lt is hopedthatlow-cost
measuretike this cancatalyzethe procesof assembling
afully-restoredthicket. Plansandgreenhouse
experiment@reunderwayto restoresomecanopy-
emepgentplantsexpectedo needassistance.

S0 SCBis paying for the minimum amount of carbon
that will be storedin spekboomover 30 yearsNthe
actual carbon may well be severaltimes this
amount. Is SCB able to sell the excesdons of
carbon on the world market?

In additionto excesscarbontonnagepur restored
hectaresvill generaténcreasedields of high-qualitywater
thatmaybe marketabléan the future.A marketin biodiversity
creditsthatalreadyis emergingmay pay for restored
subtropicathicketoncethe projectcandemonstrat¢hat
biodiversitybenchmark$iavebeenreachedHowever SCB®
contractallows Working for Wateror EasternCapeParksBoard
to retainrightsto theseprofits. Why? First, the agenciesook a
gamblewhenthey decidedto investmorethan30timesSCB®
investmenjustto advancehe projectto the point whereit was



anattractiveinvestmento SCB.We wantto rewardthatsortof
risk-taking! Secondwe wantto giventhelocal agenciesan
incentiveto do morethanthe minimum.While | havefull
confidencen the goodfaith of today®managersprofit would
help motivatemanagersn 2038to addvalueto the effort.
Finally, asoneof thefirst biodiversity-community-carbon
projectslikely to showtangibleresults this projectwill be
watchedby othersaroundthe world. WeOdike themto become
fabulouslyrich, sothatotherswill follow their example!

How can| learn more about carbon offsets?

Excellentinformationis availableon theinternet.As of mid-
2007,the mostusefulsourceof informationabouttriple-benefit
projectsis the Climate,Community & BiodiversityAlliance
(www.climate-standards.org).

IOveheard that carbon offsetsare nothing more than a
Olicenséo polluteONa meaninglesseel-goodgesture that
allows us to continue our addiction to fossil fuels. Why is
SCBdignifying this practice?

Thereis somemeritto this criticism, in thatre-storingcarbonis
far lesspreferablethanreducinguseof carbonor replacing
carbon.SCBis looking for waysto reducethe amountwe emit.
Becausget fuel to bring memberdo our globalmeeting
accountdor about95% of ourimpact,the only way to makea
large reductionwould beto reducethe frequencyof our global
meetingsThe Boardis thinking seriouslyabouttradeofs
betweerbuilding our globalcommunityandavoiding
emissionsWe couldreduceour emissiondy restrictingthe
locationof our global meetinggo major

airline hubssuchasNew York,

JohannesburgndBeijing, avoidingthe

fuel neededor connectofflights to
moreisolatedmeetingsites.We fully
agreethatoffsetsmustbe partof a

morecomprehensiveffort that

ultimately mustincludea

transitionawayfrom fossil

fuels.This effort will require

coordinatedactionby all nationsandindustries.

Thusit is appropriatehatclimatechanges
SCB®&numberonepolicy priority.

Critics of offsetsarecorrectthat

offsetsshouldnot be usedasan

excuseo avoidthedifficult

decisionsBut until thosedifficult

decisionsaremade we insistthat

offsetsarebothreal (theyreally do

takecarbonout of the atmosphere!and

good(far betterthanemitting carbon

without any offset!)

More importantly 20D30%of greenhousgas
emissioncomefrom land-usechangeand
deforestationChangesn the nativeland coverof nearlya
million hectare®f subtropicalthicketin SouthAfrica released
vastamountsof carbonfrom the landscape@arbonpools.We
haveanopportunityandanobligationto returnthis carbonto
thelandscape.
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Doesthis project meanthat | (asan SCB member) can stop
worrying about my greenhousegasemissions?

No! In additionto your travelto SCB meetingsyou generate
greenhousgasegshroughyour householcconsumptionthe
activitiesof your employer the activitiesof everyorganization
to which you belong,andthe activitiesof yourlocal and
nationalgovernmentsOn theinternet,you canfind carbon
calculatorgo estimateyour footprint, andsuggestion®n how
to reducereplace andrestoreyour personabindhousehold
emissionsEachof your organizationshasa boardthatlistensto
the wishesof its membersNletthemknow thatyou expect
action.You alsocaninfluenceyour employerNstartwith their
socialresponsibilityoffice if theyhaveone.Theyaremore
responsivehanyou think. Finally, electedrepresentativeand
their staff respondo votes,letters,telephonecalls,and
especiallypersonameetings.

IOmtaking responsibility for my carbon footprint. May |
make an annual investmentin the Baviaanskloof project?

Yes,of course!For now, pleasedonatethroughSCB.You will
soonseea link on SCB&Webssitethatwill allow youto donate
to Baviaanskloof.

May | visit the actual site where SCB dollars are restoring
subtropical thicket? (Of course,lOllswim and walk thereto
avoid emitting carbon.)

Pleasalo! Thesiteis at the confluenceof the Baviaanskloof
andKougaRivers.For atruly low-carbonvisit, useGoogle
Earthto goto 24023(24.634C, 3304000.014C.

Paul Beier

SCBQ® carbon offset program received favorable coverage in a 5
October 2007 article in the journal Science (Lester, B. 2007.
Greening the meeting. Science 318 :36D38. The article notes
that 97% of attendees at SCBOs2007 annual meeting

voluntarily contributed money to offset their carbon emissions,
whereas only 15% of attendees at the Ecological Society of
AmericaOs 2007 annual meeting contributed. The article also
quotes Paul Beier on options for convening meetings while
reducing carbon emissions.

Announcements, from page 11

2 January2008.For moreinformation,visit
www.sage.wisc.edul/igert.

Meetings

The conferencdngestion of Spent Lead Ammunition:
Implications for Wildlife and Humans will be conveneddy The
Peregrind~undfrom 12B15Viay 2008at Boise State
University, Boise,Idaho.The goal of the conferencas to
promotea betterunderstandingf ingestedspentlead
ammunitionasa sourceof leadexposureandto reduceits
effectson wildlife andhumansFor details,visit
www.peregrinefund.org/Lead_conferenoetontactThe
Peregrind~und,5668WestFlying Hawk Lane,Boise,ldaho
83709,USA, 1 208362-3716 tpf@peregrinefund.aor.






Initiatives from the Student Affairs Committee

The StudentAffairs Committeewaswell representedt SCB®
2007annualmeeting As always,committeememberglayeda
vital role in organizingthe studentawards Theseawards
demonstratéhe diversity andprofessionalisnof SCB&student
membersFollowing the 2006 meeting Aram Calhounstepped
downfrom chairingthe committeeafter manyyearsin this role.
UnderAram®leadershipthe committeebecamea key playerin
increasingstudentinvolvementin SCB andraisingawareness
of theissuedacing studentconservationisttoday Aram has
kindly agreedo continueworking with the committeeto help
facilitate the transitionto a new chair Welcometo our new
memberdrom aroundtheworld:

David Patrick,Chair (North America)
BabalolaFolaranmi(Africa)
PraladYonzon(Asia)
WendyJacksor(Australasia)

Mark Jordan(North America)

Pilar PalaciogAustralandNeotropicalAmerica)
PieroVisconti (Europe)
ChrisParsongMarine)

Chris Elphick (North America)
ElizabethHarper(North America)
laraLacher(North America)
NancyKarraker(Asia)

Aram Calhoun(North America)
MohammadJafari(Asia)
EugeneSimiyu (Africa)

To learnmoreaboutthe Studentffairs
Committeeandits membergleasevisit
www.conbio.og/Activities/
Committees/StudentAdirs/

Student Mentoring

As aglobalorganizationjt is important
thatconductingmeetinggn Englishdoesnot makeit more
difficult for any of our memberdo attendandpresentThisis
anespeciallyimportantconsideratiorfor studentsfor whom
theannualmeetingprovidesrich opportunitieso meetpeople,
shareideas,andestablishprofessionatontactsLastyear the
Studentffairs Committeelauncheda pilot effort designedo
help studentfor whom Englishis not a first languagesubmit
abstractgo the 2007annualmeeting.The effort wasa great
successyve receivedpositivefeedbackirom all of the
participantsWe particularlythankthosewho dedicatedheir
time to reviewingthe abstracts.

We will continueto offer abstracimentoringfor the 2008
meeting,andthereforewe areseekingreviewers The amount
of work is modestjeachrevieweris likely to receiveonly one
or two abstractsPotentialmentorsmusthavea goodtechnical
understandingf scientific Englishandsomeexperiencen
writing andreviewingabstractsWe will assignabstractgo
eachmentor providedetailsof how to communicatevith
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studentsandreceiveabstractsandsendreviewersa
comprehensivehecklistto helpin standardizinghe review
processlf you areinterestedn actingasa mentorfor student
abstractspleasecontactDavePatrick (dpatrick@esf.edu).

The Sister Lab Scheme:Call for Graduate Students

Intellectualdiversity andnewideasarekeysto successn
conservationFor example extensivedialogueandsharingof
approacheamongindigenoudishing communitiesn Indonesia
andacademiaesearcherbelpedto shapepolicy in the
Mollucan Provincethatled to conservatiorof marineresources.
Suchsharinghasits placein amonggraduatestudentsaswell.

In orderto increaseéhe exchangeof ideasandknowledge
amonggraduatestudentsthe StudentAffairs Committeeis
developinga OSistet.abOprogram.

This programis designedo link graduatestudentsvho are
basedn differentlaboratorygroups]i.e., groupsof students
working with the samesupervisor(s)put havesimilar research
foci. The networkingamongsistergroupswill facilitate
collaborationandfosterthe sharingof skills andunderstanding.
The studentdhemselvesvill decideon objectivesandprocess
for working together The manytypesof potentialinteractions
mightincludetransferof specificresearctexpertise,
collaborativeresearchtransferof materialssuchaspdf versions
of journalarticles(aspermittedundercopyrightlaw), and
possiblyvisiting field sites.We envisionthis programasa
mechanismnio link groupsof studentsn developedand
developingcountries put decisionsaboutwhomto
collaboratewith areentirely at the discretionof
participatinggroups.We encourage/ou to contactother
labsthataredoing similar researci{but havenot yet
signedup for the program)to determinewhetherthey
might beinterested.

If you or yourlab groupis interestedn joining the sister
lab program pleasefollow thesesteps.

1. Senda descriptionof your lab group,including contact
informationandthetype of researclyou areconducting,
to dpatrick@esf.edlPleasealsosendallist of eightkey
wordsto aid usin categorizingab groups.

2. Whenwe havereceivedexpressionsf interestfrom a
sufficientnumberof lab groups,we will directyouto the
StudentAffairs CommitteeWeb site, whereyou will find alink
to adatabasef interestedyroups.

3. After you haveselected sisterlab from the databasand
havereachedanagreementvith thatgroup,you will beasked
to sendanemailto the committeedescribingyour arrangement.
Thiswill allow usto updateour database.

We will alsoprovidea list of broadguidelinessuggestindiow
contactshouldbe madeandhow to ensurehatbothlabs
benefitfrom the partnership.

David Patrick



Revitalizing and Fostering

Education in Natural History

Conserv ation biology is, as we all know , a synthetic
science that requires the inclusion of numerous biological

disciplines. One of these disciplines is natural history , the

study of the more-than-human world with an intentional,
focused attentiveness to patterns of diversit y in all
aspects of nature. Over the past several decades, the
importance of natural history as a legitimate domain of
scientific practice has faded, and with it has gone much
of the effort to teach natur al history to the young, on
who will fall much of the responsibility for conserving
biological diversit y in the future.

To help stem this erosion in educational focus, we are
pleased to announce the creation of a new publication,
the Journal of Natural History Education N a peer -
reviewed, online journal by and for practitioners of
natur al history education. We hope to provide an
engaging, thoughtful, and thought -pro voking forum to
foster the practice of natur al history at all levelsNK -12
schools, community nature centers, academia, and
everywhere in between. Submission guidelines and
editorial policies are posted at
www.naturalhistorynetwork.org

We have attempted to make it as easy as possible to
contribute to the journal, while retaining the rigor and
high standards of peer review . The first article, ONatural
History Renaissance, Ois available now through the
journal®s Web site.

The journal is the first endeavor of a newly incorpor ated
organization, Natur al History Network. The mission of the
Network is to promote the value of natur al history
through discussion and dissemination of ideas and
techniques on its successful practice to educators,
scientists, artists, writers, the media, and the public at
large. Over time, we will build more Web-based

resources toward these ends.

We welcome your participation in this renaissance of
natur al history . Consider submitting an article to Journal
of Natural History Education . Please call this
announcement to the

attention of any interested

colleagues, and post a link

to the journal on appropriate

Web sites.

Steve Trombulak

/Societyfor Conservation Biology Newsletter is published A
quarterly To submitmaterialsor requesipermissiorto reprint
articlescontactthe Editor: EricaFleishmanNationalCenter
for EcologicalAnalysisand Synthesisy 35 StateStreet,Suite
300, SantaBarbaraCA 93101,USA, (805)892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.edu.
Decisionsconcerningpublicationrestwith the Editor.
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