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Clout of Africa: Policy empowered by additional volunteers! higher profile

Policy playeda prominentrole at SCB®2007annualmeeting.In additionto two workshops policy wasfeaturedduring meetingsof

SCB&membershipSectionsandworking groups.

The mostimportantdecisionsmadeby SCB&Boardof GovernorsconcerningSCB policy processvere

1. To reconstitutehe Policy Committeeby seekingat leasttwo nominationdrom eachSectionPresidenby 1 Septembe007.0One
representativevill be selectedo serveon the committeefrom eachSection.Subsequentithe committeechairwill selecta
comparablenumberof membersat largeto complementhe skills, genderandregionsalreadyrepresentedn the committee.

#$$& ANNUAL MEETING

SCB&21stannualmeeting,0One World, One
Conservation, One Partnership, was
held 1B5July atthe NelsonMandela
MetropolitanUniversityin Port
Elizabeth EasternCape,SouthAfrica.
A total of 1686individualsfrom 88
countriesregisteredThe scientific
programincluded180symposium
presentations}38 contributedoral
presentation250 poster
presentationgightworkshops,
eightshortcoursesandthree
organizeddiscussions.

Socioeconomidssuesvere

prominentat the meeting.Most of the
productsandserviceswvereprocuredfrom

local EasternCapeorganizationsand

African culturewasshowcasedhrough
entertainmentmeals,andfield trips. The

Local OrganizingCommittee underthe
expertleadershipf GrahamKerley and

Margot Collett, wascommittedto reducingthe
meeting€environmentalmpactby ensuringthat
recyclableproductswereusedto the greatest
extentpossible The carbonoffset projectthat
wasintroducedthis yeardemonstrateCB
memberséirongcommitmento reducenegative
impactsof their travel on biological diversity.

The Local OrganizingCommitteethanksthe
meeting€sponsorsparticularlythe Department
of EconomicDevelopmenandEnvironmental
Affairs andthe NelsonMandelaBay
Municipality. Thanksalsoto the staf of SCB®
ExecutiveOffice, the local meetingstaf,
volunteersandall participantdor theirrole in
makingthe 2007annualmeetinga greatsuccess

2. To adopta generalguidelinethatwe askfive expertsto review proposedolicy
positionsbeforemakingpolicy decisionswhile allowing the chairto proceed
without thatreviewin casegshatrequiremoreimmediateresponses.

In two policy workshopsheld on 2 and4 July, Sectionleadersandchaptetiaisons
summarizedheir policy activitiesandplans.Informationon theseactivitiesmay
appearon the Sectionsf/eb sitesor SCB&policy Website.

Representativesf the Africa Sectionnotedthata critical massof memberds
neededo influencepolicy on the continent.In partbecausef its size,diversity
of languagesndcultures,anduneveninfrastructure Africa facessubstantial
challengesn communicationgndeducationAs aresult,the Sectioncannot
easilydevelopunified, top-downpositionstatementsnstead the Sectionhopes
to work from the bottomup, strengtheningrassroot&@ngagementith policy.

The Austral and Neotropical America Section andSCBatthegloballevel,
may becomeinvolvedin a seriesof workshopghatMexico is hostingin 2008
to developbetterguidancefor applyingthe key requirementgor
tradein Appendixll CITES speciesThe Sectionalsois
compiling lists of endangeredpeciesaccordingto the
IUCN systemandworking with thefederalgovernment
of Mexico to brief policy makerson conservationssues.

Primarypolicy interestsandprojectsof the Australasia
Sectionareglobal climatechangelivestockgrazingandother
landusesin arid lands,andinvasionsof non-native
speciesThe Sectionintendedto developa
strongerpolicy statemenatits meetingin
SydneyAustraliain mid July 2007.Further the
Sectionis working to promoteeducatiorand
awarenessandto providescientificadviceto
governmentsln addition,the Sectionhopesto work with Pacific
IslandNations,which haveessentiallyno legislationon
environmentalssues.

The Europe Sectionaimsto deliverscientific expertiseN
characterize@sinformationandfacts,not value
judgmentsNtoinform legislation.The Sectioncurrentlyis
focusingon the EuropearHabitatsDirective, Natura2000,
WaterFrameworkDirective,andmarineandfisheriesissues.

see Policy, page 14

INSIDE " " " Call for #$$% symposia ¥ Student Awards ¥ Journal Editor’s Report



#$$% ANNUAL MEETING ¥ '()'& July! Chattanooga! Tennessee!lUSA

Call for proposals for symposia! workshops! discussion groups! and

short courses

The 22ndannualmeetingof the Societyfor Conservation
Biology, From the Mountains to the Sea, will be heldfrom
13Db17July 2008in ChattanoogalennessedJSA. Proposals
for symposiaworkshopsgdiscussiorgroups,andshortcourses
will bewelcomedbeginning29 August2007.

All proposalanustbe submittedby 24 October 2007.
Decisionswill be madeby 21 November2007.Pleasevisit
www.conbio.og/2008for completeinformationandto submit
your proposal Selectionis a highly competitiveprocess
becausdime availablefor presentationatthe meetingis
limited. Pleaseeadandfollow this informationcarefully

CRITERIA FOR SEIECTION

SCBencourageproposaldrom individualsor groupsinvolved
in cutting edgeconservatiorscienceor practicewho can
demonstratanalignmentwith the goalsof the SCB, which are

Conservation Science The scientificresearctandknowledge
neededo understanédndconservebiological diversityis
identified,funded,completeddisseminate@ndappliedto
researchmanagemengndpolicy.

Conservation Management.Conservatiorpractitionersand
managersreprovidedthe scientificinformationand
recommendationseededo conservebiological diversity at
all scales.

Policy. Policy decisionsof majorinternationalkconventions,
governmentsprganizationsandfoundationsareeffectively
informedandimprovedby the highestquality scientific
counselanalysisandrecommendationso asto advanceahe
conservatiorof biologicaldiversity.

Education. Educationtraining,andcapacitybuilding programs
areidentified, strengthenedanddevelopedo inform the
public, educationeadersandsupportcurrentandfuture
generation®f conservatiorscientistsaandpractitioners.

Individualsmay not submitmorethanoneproposaland,asa
generakule, no individual may give morethanonepresentation
(symposiumgontributedpaper or poster).

Reviewershaveaccesgo all informationcontainedn the
proposalandproposalsarereviewedby at leasttwo individuals.
To increasehe probability thatyour proposalwill be selected
for presentationpleaseconsiderthefollowing criteriacarefully:

¥scientific merit of the proposal

¥applicationto conservatioomanagement

¥financial support(externalsupportor self-fundedparticipants)
¥relevancdo the meetingtheme

¥relevancdo the hostregion

¥novelty of thetopic (not coveredin the pastthreemeetings)

Author registration deadline.All organizerssymposium
speakersandinvited participantamustregisterby the early
deadlineof 19 March 2008.

Financial support. It is theresponsibilityof organizersof
symposiaworkshopsanddiscussiorgroupsto obtainfunding
for their own expensesindthoseof theirinvited speakersr
participants SCB andthe Local OrganizingCommitteearenot
responsibldor obtainingfundsto supportspeaketravelto the
meetingandcannotguaranteghatany supportwill be
available.Preferencenaybe givento proposaldor which
organizerscandemonstrat¢éhatfundsarelikely to be available.

CHOOSING THE CATEGORY Of YOUR PROPOSAL

Pleasehink carefully aboutthe categorythatbestmeetsyour
goals.Your proposalonly will be consideredor onecategory

Symposiatendto preseninformationto anaudiencewith
limited opportunityfor interaction.Symposiaaregenerally
includedin thefour primary daysof the meeting(main
scientific program)andarescheduledoncurrenwith
contributedpapersin recentyears therejectionratefor
symposiumproposaldhasbeenapproximately80%.

Workshops whethergearedowardstudentor professionals,
aremoreinteractivethansymposiaandoften havean
educationatomponentWorkshopswill be scheduledo have
minimal conflict with symposiaandcontributedpapersessions
(usuallythe day immediatelybeforethe meetingor during
lunch).In recentyears therejectionratefor workshop
proposaldasbeenapproximately30%.

Discussiongroups areparticipatoryandmay berelatively
informal. Theywill be scheduledo haveminimal conflict with
symposiaandcontributedpapersessiongusuallythe day
immediatelybeforethe meetingor duringlunch).In recent



yearstherejectionratefor proposaldor discussiorgroupshas
beenvery low.

Short coursesoffer trainingin topicsof key relevanceo the

practiceof conservatiorfor studentor any otherprofessionals.

Preferencavill begivento proposalghataddresgoolsor
conceptghatcourseparticipantseasilycansharewith others.
Sincetheimplementatiorof shortcoursesn 2005, rejection
ratesfor theseproposaldaveincreasedo almost70%in 2007.

MEETING THEME

In hisbook My First Summer in the Sierra, JOhnMuir wrote,
OWherwe try to pick out anythingby itself, we find it hitched
to everythingelsein the universe.@s evidencedy several
previousmeetingthemesthereareconnectionamongmany
aspect®f theenvironmentandits conservationand
recognizingthoseconnectionss critical for achievingthe goals
of conservatiorbiology. To thatend,the 2008annualmeeting
will examineseveralmajorecosystemdyothasseparate
componentg&ndasa connectecentity.

Land conservationand terr estrial diversity. Many terrestrial
regionscontainhigh levelsof biodiversity but alsoface
increasinghumanpopulationgrowth. Issuesof land
conservatiorhavethereforebecomevery important.Such
issuednclude,butarenotlimited to, forestloss,mineral
extraction,urbansprawl,andpropertyrights. Theseissuesot
only affectterrestrialecosystemper se,but alsothe freshwater
andmarinesystemsassociatedvith them.

FreshwaterecosystemsMany partsof theworld containan
abundancef freshwaterecosystemananyof which arehighly
imperiled.Invasivespeciespverharvestingpollution, and
waterstressareall issueshatmustberesolvedto ensure
persistencef this link betweerthelandandthe sea.

Coastaland marine conservation.Like terrestrialand
freshwaterecosystemg;oastalecosystemssuchaswetlands,
cheniersandseagrasbeds,aswell asthe marineenvironment,
areunderconsiderabletressrom humanactivities,pollution,
andoverharvestingaswell asnaturalphenomenasuchas
hurricanesUnderstandindpoth naturalandhuman-induced
changess vital to the conservatiorof theseecosystems.

SYMPOSIUM PROPOSALS

SCBwill acceptproposaldor two-hour(up to eight
presentationsr four-hour (up to 16 presentationsgymposia.
Presentatiotengthmustbein multiplesof 15 minutes(e.g.,15
minutesor 30 minutes)sothatthetiming of symposium
presentationsanbe coordinatedvith contributedpaper
sessionsThelast 15 minutesof the symposiunmay beleft
openfor discussiontherebyreducingthe numberof
presentation®y one.Proposalsnustnot exceedl200words
andmustincludethefollowing information.

1. Symposiuntitle

2. Organizer(sname affiliation, andcompletecontact

information,includingemailaddress
3. Length(two or four hours)
4. Proposedhemeandjustification (why thetopicis

appropriateandsignificantfor presentatiomat From the
Mountains to the Sea)

5. Expectedoutcomesand,if appropriateplansfor
communicatiorof results

6. A tentativelist of speakerspresentationitles, andwhether
eachspeakehasagreedo participate

7. Whetherany necessaryunding for organizerandspeaker
expensesiasbeensecuredfor examplearefunds
availablefor speaketravel?)

WORKSHOPS AND DISCUSSION GROUPS

Proposalsnustnot exceedl200wordsandmustincludethe
following information.

1. Workshopor discussiortitle (specifywhetherworkshop
or discussion)

2. Organizer(sname affiliation, andcompletecontact
information,includingemailaddress

3. Lengthandpreferredocationin program(pre-meetingr
lunch).Pre-meetingvorkshopsanddiscussionsnay be
proposedor a maximumof eighthours.Lunchsessions
may be a proposedor a maximumof 1.5 hours.

4. Proposedhemeandjustification (why thetopicis
appropriateandsignificantfor this meeting)

5. Expectedoutcomesand,if appropriateplansfor
communicatiorof results

6. Formatof workshopor discussiorandany speciallogistic
requirementge.g.,aroomwith internetaccess)

7. Maximum numberof participantghatcanbe
accommodated

8. Methodof selectingparticipantqinvited, open
registrationor acombination)If anyparticipantswill be
invited, includeatentativelist of individualsandindicate
whethereachhasagreedo participate.

SHORT COURSES

One-dayshortcourseswill takeplaceon 13 July, andlonger
coursedrom 9 to 13 July. Courseswill be scheduledsper
logisticsandtravel constraintsyith datesfinalized on course
acceptanceProposalsnustnot exceedl200wordsandmust
includethe following information.

1. Shortcoursetitle

2. Instructor(s)name affiliation, andcompletecontact
information

3. Numberof daysof the course with datesproposed.

4. Descriptionof the coursecontentandexplanatiorof how
it relatesto oneor moreof the themesof the meetingand
the goalsof SCB

5. Minimum andmaximumnumberof studentghatcanbe
accommodated

6. Whetherany specialinstructionalor audiovisual
equipmenbeyondthatwhich the instructor(s)will
provideis needed

7. ltemizedbudgetfor the course(in dollars)anda
descriptionof anyfundsavailable Pleasalescribespace
requirementandnotethatinternetaccesgnayincur
additionalcost.SCBis unableto providea stipendfor the
instructor(s) However free meetingregistrationwill be
providedfor a maximumof two instructorsper course.



UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

EUROPE

In February2007,the SectionBoardmetin Uppsala Sweden.
Major tasksaddressedt this meetingincludedthe preparation
of a strategigplanandwork planfor 2007D2010a review of
the outcomef thefirst EuropearCongres®f Conservation
Biology (ECCB),andconsideratiorof bidsto hostthe second
ECCBin 2009.

The Sectionstrategicplanfor 20060201®uilt on SCBO
globalstrategicplanfor the sameperiodof time, identifying
key elementsf the strategyto be developedandappliedon a
Europearscaleor in a specificEuropearcontext.Basedon the
Section§strategicplan we havedevelopeda work planto be
implementedverthe nextseveralyears.If you areinterested
in becomingmoreinvolvedin Sectionsactivities,readthe plans
(availableat www.conbio.og/Sections/Europegnddiscover
theareadn which we bestcanuseyour skills.

After thefirst andsuccessfuECCBwe reviewedtheimpacts
the Congres$ashadon the Section.Oneimmediateimpact
wasa largeincreasan SectionmembershipDuring the
registrationperiodfor the Congressandduringthe meeting
itself, Sectionmembershipncreasedy 59%to 660and
membershipn SCBby Europeansncreasedy 32%to 780.
Almost oneyearlater, we haveretainedanimpressived7% of
Sectionmemberslf you joined SCB andthe Sectionduringthe
ECCB pleaseremembeto renewyour membershi@andretain
theassociatedenefits Althoughno additionalcostis
associatedavith Sectionmembershipthe proportionof SCB
membersvho alsoare Sectionmemberss notablylow in
severalcountriesNorway (50%), France(50%), Switzerland
(48%), Portugal(40%), United Kingdom (37%),andthe
Netherland$12%).If you arenotyeta Sectionmembeyplease
visit SCB&Web site andjoin; remembethatyou canbea
voting memberof two Sectionsln additionto boosting
membershipthe ECCB generatedncomefor the Sectionthat
will enableusto supportSectiondevelopmenandactivities.

During its Februarymeeting the Boardalsoreviewedproposals
to hostthe secondECCB in 2009.Fromthe strongproposals
receivedalocationhasbeenselectedWe will announcehe
venueanddatesaftera sitevisit in SeptembeR007.

Our meetingin Uppsalacoincidedwith the releaseof the most
recentreportof the IntergovernmentaPanelon Climate
Changeln responsethe Boardissueda pressreleaseONature
conservatiorhelpsfight climatechange,Which wasfeatured
by severalocal andnationalnewsoutlets.The pressreleasds
availableon the SectionWeb site.As manyof you know,
Uppsalawasthe homeof Carl Linnaeuswe werefortunateto
beableto visit Linnaeus@ummerhousein theyearof the
300thanniversaryof his birth. Eventsto markthe anniversary
in UppsalalLondon,andelsewhereelebrated.innaeus@npact
on the scienceof biology. Thisthemewasdevelopedy
Sjsgren-Gulve EngstrSnBaldi, Ibisch, Kati, Livoreil and
Selvain aletterthatappearedn the August2007issueof
Conservation Biology.

Thediverseactivitiesof the Sectionhavecontinuedduringthe
lastfew months.In April, PerSjSgren-Gulverepresentethe
Sectionat a meetingin Genevao discusghe needfor an
InternationaMechanisnof Scientific Expertiseon
Biodiversity (IMoSEB). This regionalconsultationvasco-
hostedby the World Conservatiornion (IUCN), the
secretariabf RamsatConventionon Wetlands the Swiss
Biodiversity Forum,andthe NaturalHistory Museumof
GenevaThemeetingwasattendedy 45 participantfrom 17
countriesAfter threeregionalconsultationsthereappeargo be
consensushatan IMoSEB would be valuable but needsor
sucha mechanismandits optimalrole may differ among
continentsThe Europeammeetingsuggestedhata consortium
of expertisenetworkswould be useful.A full reportform the
meetingis availableon the SectionéWeb site.

The Section€educatiorcommitteecurrentlyis developing
coursematerialsto be usedduringa ConservatiorSummer
Schoolin Papigo,Greecen July 2008.This sessiorwill offer
studentghe opportunityto spenda weekin thefield andin
lectureswith leadingconservatioreducatorgrom across
Europe.More detailswill appeaiin future newsletters.

The Sectionmeetingat SCB®2007 annualmeetingwaswell
attendedvith almost30 participantsHowever this represents
only a small proportionof the Europeansvho attendedhe
annualmeeting.

Pleaseemembethatthe ECCBADbstractBook, a valuable
resourcdo sharewith our professionatommunity is still
availableto downloadat www.eccb2006.0rg.

As always,the Boardencouragethe participationof Section
membersn our activities.Pleasecontactus (europe @
conservationbiologprg) with any questionr comments.

Owen Nevin

Board of Directors

The Sectionis pleasedo announcehe electionof five new
BoardmembersWill Burns,Leslie Cornick,DanielaMaldini,
JenniferSmith,andMichaelWebster Theseadditionswill
allow usto accomplisha greatdealin the comingmonthsand
broaderthe Board&diversity of expertiseandexperienceVisit
the SectionWeb site for moreinformationabouttheseofficers.

2007 Annval Meeting

BoardmembersPhaedrdoukakis,Ellen Hines,Anne
Salomon andJenniferSmith attendedSCB©2007annual
meeting,which featuredthreemarinesymposiaandmorethan
100oral andposterpresentationsith marinecontent.
Membersdiscussedectionactivitiesandplansat a meetingon
5 July.

The Sectionheld a fantasticsocialon 2 July atthe Port
ElizabethOceanariunBayworld.More than120people



attendedhe event,which featuredpresentationby Myra
Finkelstein,a Smith Fellow from the University of California,
SantaCruz,andStephanid’loenfrom Bayworld. Special
thanksto thelocal organizingcommitteeandAmandalombard
andto World Wildlife Fundfor donatingbeverages.

During a policy workshop the Sectionpresenteghossibleareas
of focusfor SCB policy work in the marinerealm,stressing
thatour Sectionis not boundby geographyandcanbe cross-
cutting. We describechow our boardand Sectionhaspolicy
expertiseaswell asscientistdnterestedn influencingpolicy at
local, national,andinternationalevels.The Sectionfurther
emphasizedhe needto incorporatepeerreviewed reputable,
objectivesciencdnto the policy processWe suggestedhat
SCBcouldhelp contributescienceto policy by obtaining
observerstatusat internationalmeetingsof importanttreaties
andconventionsThe Boardis working to composea policy
statemenfor the Sectionandhopesto solicit memberinputin
the nearfuture.We particularlywelcomesuggestionsor SCB
policy activitiesrelatedto climatechangeandfisheries.If you
would like to contributeto policy, pleasecontactChris Parsons
(ecm-parsons@eatrthlink.net).

International Marine Conservation Congress

We havebegunplanningfor the InternationalMarine
ConservatiorCongresswhich will be heldin WashingtonD.C.
duringthe secondjuarterof 2009.We hopethatthe meeting
will bring togetheresearchergractitionersstakeholdersand
organizationgnterestedn marine

conservationThis meeting€&theme,

Making Marine Science Matter: From

Data to Policy and Management, Will

concentrat®n multidisciplinaryissues.
Steeringandprogramcommitteesarenearly
establishedOthercommitteesincluding
fundraising,venue,andlocal organizing,alsoare
beingformedandneedvolunteerslif you areable

to help, pleasecontactJohnCigliano
(jaciglia@cedarcrest.edu).

Phaedra Doukakis

AORTH AMERICA

Membersof the North AmericaSectionmetin

two majorvenuesn recentmonthsto discuss
sciencepolicy, andSectionbusinessin May we
metjointly with the InternationalConferenceon
EcologyandTransportatiol COET) in Little Rock,
ArkansasWe co-hostedhe week-longconferenceand
on 24 May the Sectionsponsore symposium,
Reconciling Conservation Planning and Transportation
Planning on a Regional Scale. This sessionyhich featured
speaker®an Smith, LenoreFahrig, Tony ClevengerSeth
Riley, Clinton Epps,PaulBeier, andJuliaKintsch,was
reportedlythe bestattendedf the conferenceThe
ICOET organizerswverepleasedhatthe Section
couldattendandextendedan openinvitation for us

to hostadditionalsymposian futureyears.We

welcomedmanynewmemberst the conferenceln additionto
two brief meetingsof the Board,we held a two-hourmembers®
meeting,which includeda policy discussioried by John
Fitzgerald SCB®Policy Director, andDominick DellaSala,
chair of the Section€policy committee Most memberf the
SectionBoardattendedhesemeetingsandapproximately
30P40ndividualsattendedhe members@®eeting,a greater
numberthantypically attendSectionmeetingsat SCB&annual,
globalmeetings.

SCB®&2007annualmeetinghada strongshowingof North
Americans After SouthAfrica, the United Statescontributed
the seconchighestnumberof delegateso the meeting.Board
memberReedNoss,EricaFleishmanJonRosalesandMartin
Main (whosetermbeganat the closeof the members@eeting)
attendedhe entiremeeting.l presentedhe Section€approach
to policy duringa policy workshop,gavean overviewof
Sectionactivitiesat the SCB members@eeting,andled a
discussiorof asmall(but lively) groupof membersat our
Sectionmeeting.

Severalordersof businessvereconductecanddecisionsmade
atthevariousmeetingsFirst, the BoardelectedKathy Granillo
asSecretaryandNick Haddadas TreasurerRemarkably
heretoforehesepostshavebeenvacant.Secondthefrequency
of globalandSectionmeetingsandhow thesemeetingamight
be coordinatedo encourageatrticipationin both, hasbeen
muchdiscussedThe SectionBoardrecommendetb SCB®
Boardthatglobalmeetingshe held biennially, with Section
meetingdn the oddyears.We alsovotedto pursuea meetingof
the Section,ideally to be heldin conjunctionwith another
societyor with oneof our largerchapters.

SCB®Boarddid not reachconsensusn theissueof
meetingfrequency;for now the statusquowill prevail.
BecausesCB©2008and2010annualmeetingswill be held
in North America(in Chattanoogalennesseand
somewherén Canadarespectively)andtherewasconcern
thata Sectionmeetingin 2009might draw peopleaway
from SCB®annualmeetingin China,the SectionBoard
agreednotto pursuea full Sectionmeetingin 2009.
Amongthe optionsdiscussedy the Boardand
with the membershiptheideaof Opartial®
meetingsmuchlike our hostingof a
symposiumat ICOET in 2007,appears
to havethe mostsupportandis
unlikely to conflict with global
meetingsAt our next
conferencesall, the Board
will discusameetingoptions
anddecidewhetherwe
needa Section-level
conferenceeommittee.
Possiblevenuedor
hostinga symposium
during2009include
meetingsof the
American
OrnithologistsO



Union, AmericanSocietyof MammalogistsandNaturalAreas
AssociationFinally, severalrepresentativeBom SCB chapters
in North AmericaattendedCOET andthe 2007annual
meeting.l believewe aremakinggreatprogresgowardour
newmodelof governancandpolitical action.In this model,
chaptersarenestedwithin (andcoordinatewith) SCB®
Sectionswhichin turn arenestedwithin our global SCB
community | thankTom Sisk, chapterepresentativen SCB®
Boardof GovernorsandFionaNagle,chairof the Chapters
Advisory Committeeandex officio memberof the Section
board,for their assistancén advancinghis approach.

Pleasgoin mein extendingthanksto the outgoingBoard
membersvhosetermsendedat the closeof the membersO
meetingin PortElizabeth:PamKrannitz, Brian Czech,and
MichaelReed.(Michael,whojustled ajoint SCB/ American
Ornithologists@nion review of the draft recoveryplanfor the
NorthernSpottedOwl, is stayingon asa memberof the
Section§policy committee) And pleasehelp me welcomeour
two newBoardmembersMarty Main (who alreadychairedour
Section§educatiorcommittee)andJamesGibbs.We pledgeto
keepyou engagedn goodwork.

Reed F. Noss

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Sponsoted Memberships

We haverecruited76 new or renewingmembers
from developingcountriesthanksto The Nature
Conservancyg3ponsorshiprogram[seeSCB
Newsletter13(3) for moreinformation]. Thanksto
The NatureConservancyndto all thosewho
nominateccandidate$or sponsorshipWe encourage
the newly recruitedmembergo becomeactivein the
working group.

2007 Annval Meeting

The Freshwateiorking Groupwaswell
representeat SCB®2007annualmeeting Six of
tenBoardmembersaandmanyworking group
membersattendedandparticipatedactively

Working groupmemberdPierrede Villiers and
Joshua/iers coordinatech pre-meeting

workshopon biodiversityconservationn
vineyardsettings Held in StellenboschSouth

Africa, this workshopdrewmorethan50 participants
from avariety of sectorsworldwide,including
researcherstudentsgrowers,andpoliticians.The
workshopuseda catchment-to-coagtameworkto help
frametheissuesgchallengesandfuture directionsof
conservatioron working landscapedA field day
includedvisits to areasheingclearedof non-native
vegetatiorandpreparedor streanrehabilitation.

Severalmembergjaveguestlectureson the freshwaterday of
Bob Presseypre-meetingshortcourseSystematic
Conservation Planning and the Role of Software: from Data to
Implementation and Management. Topicspresenten the

freshwaterdayincludeddifferencesbetweenerrestrialand
freshwateplanning,catchmenmappinglongitudinal
connectivity applicationof the completeplanningprocesgo
freshwaterenvironmentsplanningfor climatechangeandcase
studiesfrom Australiaand SouthAfrica.

On 1 July afreshwater-orientefleld trip initiated by the
working groupandorganizedoy theAlbany Museumvisited
the BaviaanskloofWildernesslssuessuchasnon-native
invasivefreshwateirfishesandthe effectsof roadnetworkson
freshwaterecosystemsverediscussediuringthetrip. Many
thanksto the organizersaandguidesfrom the Albany Museum.

We wereexcitedto addfreshwatelissuego the SCB policy
discussiorduring the workshoporganizedoy Policy Director
JohnFitzgerald.BoardmembemDirk Rouxpresentedive
freshwaterpolicy prioritiesto workshopparticipantsTheseare
highlightedon pagel5.

Thirty-threepresentationselatedto freshwaterconservation
wereofferedduringthreecontributedoral sessionstish
conservationfreshwateiconservationandwetland
conservationAlmost 20 postergpresentect the meeting
focusedon freshwater-relatedubjectsTwo freshwatetoriented
symposiawereheld,including Freshwater Conservation
Assessment, Planning, Governance and Management: Case
Studies, Emerging Issues, and Key Lessons from Around the
World, organizedby JeannéNel andcolleaguesSix of our
Boardmembergjavepresentationm that symposiumWorking
groupmembermMao Angua-Amisreceiveda studentawardfor
his presentationQDadfreshwaterndterrestrialpriorities
overlapin conservatiorassessmentsBdngratulationsao!

On 3 July 2007we held a meetingof theworking group®
Board.We agreedo a bylawschangeaddingthe pastpresident
asanex officio BoardmemberSimonLinke reportedthat
duringthe previousday®SCB educatiorcommitteemeeting,
he committedto developinga college-levelfreshwater
conservatiorcoursefor the Networkof Conservation
EducatorsandPractitionerghttp://ncep.amnh.g). We
agreedo continueworking closelywith JohnFitzgerald
following his positivereceptionof theworking group®
policy issuesWe alsoagreedo completeour strategic
planningbeforethe endof the year afterthoroughly
digestingthe resultsof our memberséurvey

Boardmembersalsometwith David Aborn,
organizerof SCB&2008annualmeeting to discuss

possiblefreshwatemactivitiesnextyear We intendto

takeadvantag®f the high freshwatetbiodiversityin

theregion,andthefact thatthe TennesseAquarium

(www.tnaqua.ag) in Chattanoog&ouseshe world®
largestfreshwatermquariumto ensurehatfreshwater

conservationssueshavea high profile at the 2008 meeting.We
agreedo beginrecruitingpeoplewho would beinterestedn
eitherjoining oneof our committeeor assistingwith a specific
projectfor the 2008 meeting,includingfield trips, symposia,
workshopsand,of course fundraising.If youwould like to
helpin anyway, pleasecontactKen Vance-Borlandken.vance-
borland@oregonstate.edor AventinoKasangaki
(aventinok@yahoo.com).



We alsoenjoyedsocialeventsat the meeting.Mordy Ogada
producedh seriesof beautiful FreshwatekVorking Groupt-
shirts;manyof themsold,andwe donatedhe remaindeto the
local organizingcommittee Dirk RouxandJeanneNel
organizeda well-attendedlinner Mao Amis organizeda 5 km
fun walk andrun thatwasheldon 3 July.

Jointhe FreshwateWorking Groupby logginginto your SCB
memberaccountandgoingto OMySectionandWorking Group
Affiliations.GBubscribeo the freshwatetlistservat
http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwater/.

Aventino Kasangaki and Ken Vance-Borland

SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Social Science on Display at 2007 Annval Meeting

Conservatiorsocialsciencewasprominentlyfeaturedat SCB®
2007annualmeeting.Elevensymposiathreeworkshopstwo
shortcoursesanddozensof contributedoral presentationand
posterdocusedon the socialaspect®f biodiversity
conservationAttendanceat thesesessionsvashigh and
presentatiomuality wasexcellent,onceagainillustratingthe
vibrantsocialsciencecommunitywithin SCB.Theworking
groupwasparticularlypleasedo sponsoitwo shortcourseghat
targetedAfrican researcherandpractitionersEthnoecology
and Community Conservation (CO-sponsorewvith the Global
Diversity Foundation)andSocial Science in Conservation
Planning. Thevery well attendedvorking groupsocial,jointly
sponsoredvith theAfrica Section,wasa key stepin building a
globalcommunityof conservatiorsocialsciencepractitioners.
We look forwardto replicatingthesesuccesseat the 2008
annualmeeting.

Resourcers for Networking

Theworking group®membershigommitteehaslaunchedwo
resourceso facilitate networkingamongconservatiorsocial
scientistsThe ConservatiorSocial ScienceExpertDirectory
provideseasyaccesgo thewealthof professionakxpertise
within the conservatiorsocialsciencecommunity Anyonewith
internetaccessnay usethe Directory®user-friendlysearchtool
to find a conservatiorsocialscienceexpertby name,academic
discipline,conservatiorexpertise or geographi@areasof
interest.Interestedn sharingyour knowledgewith conservation
professional@roundtheworld? Jointhe Directory!
www.conbio.og/workinggroups/sswg/ResDirectarim

Ambassadors Program

In orderto facilitate sharingof knowledgeaboutconservation
socialsciencdn countriesunderrepresentdd theworking
group®membershipthe membershiggommitteehaslaunched
the SocialSciencéNorking GroupAmbassadorprogram.
Ambassadorarevolunteersvho will representheworking
groupin theseregionsby (1) disseminatingnformationabout
working groupactivitiesandresourceso researchers,
practitionersandstudentsnterestedn conservatiorsocial
science(2) encouragingvorking groupinvolvementand
feedbackand(3) communicatingdeasfor working group

activitiesandmembershipnvolvementto theappropriate
BoardmembersWe alreadyhavea numberof passionate,
dedicatedconservatiorsocialscientistspbut we arelooking for
more!If you areinterestedr know someonavho would bea
perfectAmbassadqmleasecontactour Ambassador
CoordinatorAnnie Claus(annie.claus@wwfus.gy.

Conservation Fellowships for Young Africans

Theworking groupis proudto announcehewinnersof our
youngAfrican conservatioriellowships(below). The call for
proposaldor this fellowshipwasdistributedin Englishandin
Frenchvia the working group®listservandothervenues\We
receivedmorethan40 applicant§rom sevencountriesand
wereimpressedy the overall quality of the applicantsWith
helpfrom The Christenserrund,thewinnerswill receivetwo
yearsof SCB membershipincluding print copiesof
Conservation Biology andConservation magazineln addition,
thefellows will serveasa portal betweertheworking group
andlocal researcicommunities.

Martin Adeimile, Savannag&oreverTanzania

William Apollinaire, NationalUniversity of Rwanda
FolaranmiBabalola,University of Ibadan,Nigeria
WafaeBenhardouzelJniversity AbdelmalekEssaadiMorocco
CharlesEfuetakoaUniversity of Pretoria

Alais Lendii, Savanna&oreverTanzania

Cecillia Lukindo, SavannagoreverTanzania

Oliver NjounanTegomo WWF Cameroon

Mike Mascia, Joshua Drew, and Najem Raheem

Donations to SCB promote t he science
of conservation biology and
protect thediversity of life on Earth

¥ Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and
reduce income tax by deducting the fair mark et
value as a charitable contribution.

¥ Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest
may reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Alan Thornhill
4245 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203, USA
1 703 276-2384
athornhill@conbio.org




2007 Conservation Biology Editor’s Report

Gary K. Meffe, Editor

Overview

In 2006,six issuenf Conservation Biology werepublishedon time. The numberof manuscriptsubmittedin
2006(805)increasedrom the previousyearby 3.2%,onceagainsettinga new high for submissionsalthough
therateof increaseslowed.A total of 1850pageswvaspublishedjncludingthreespecialsectionsThe
Northwest Forest Plan: a Global Model of Forest Management in Contentious Times (89 pages)20th
Anniversary of Conservation Biology (82 pages)andThe Ecological Effects of Salvage Logging after Natural
Disturbance (159 pages) Theimpactfactorfor 2006was3.76,a decreasérom the previousyear@ record
high of 4.11.

Submissions

The submissiorratefor thisjournalyear(805)increasedrom 2005(780) but at a slowerrateof increasehan
in previousyears(Tablel).

_ _ We alsoreceivedandprocessed 90 preliminary

Tablel. Trendin submittalrate,1993D2006 manuscripinquiries,nearlyidenticalto the
_ previousyeard total of 189. Theseconsistof an
Year Numberof manuscripts =~ % changel apstracandaninquiry asto its suitability for the
1993D94 302 journal. Theseinquiriestypically arerespondedo
1994D95 378 25.2 | within oneto threedaysof receipt.
1995D96 434 14.8
1996D97 540 24.4 | Weused56 adhocassigningeditorsthis year
199798 579 7.2 Theseareindividualswho handleoneor more
1998 614 6.0 manuscriptdbut arenot on the editorialboard Ad
1999 581 5.3 hoceditorswereusedwhena manuscripdid not
2000 580 -0.2 fall within the expertiseof existingeditors,when
2001 643 10.9 | theadhoceditorshadspecialexpertisen thearea,
2002 573 -10.8 or if theappropriateassigningeditorwas
2003 613 7.0 particularlybusywith othermanuscriptsThis
2004 707 15.3 systemhasworkedvery well andwill continueto
2005 780 10.3 | beemployedAd hoceditorsareacknowledgedn
2006 805 3.2 the Decemberssueof eachyearandarean
integralpartof this journal®review process

thankthemfor their contributions.

Decisionsand Rejection Rates

Of the 805 papergeceivedn 2006(Table2), 407 (50.6%)were
rejectedby the editorwithout review usuallywithin threedays
of submittalandusuallydueto inappropriatenessf subject
matteror low quality; 398 (49.4%)weresentfor review most
throughassigningeditorsanda few directly by the editor.

Of the 398 manuscriptsentfor review 219(55.0%)were
rejected,132(33.2%)wereacceptedandno decisionhadyet
beenreachedasof earlyMay 20070n 47 (11.8%),which are
still in reviewor in revisionwith authors Of the total number
of paperssubmitted 626 (77.7%)wererejected(slightly more
thanlastyea® 75.0%),132 wereaccepted16.4%,down from
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20.9%lastyear),andno decisionwasyet reachedn 47 (or 5.8%,comparedvith 4.1%lastyear). pf the 758
paperdor which decisionshavebeenmade 626 (82.6%)wererejected anincreasdrom lastyearS 78.2%.

Table 2. Journal-year statistics, 1 January — 31 December 2006

NUMBER OF MANUSCRIPTS

Month Submitted Rejected by  Sent for Total Accepted No decision
editor review rejected
January 64 23 41 47 16 1
February 66 34 32 52 14 0
March 80 40 40 60 19 1
April 44 28 16 37 6 1
May 92 46 46 64 26 2
June 63 28 35 50 10 2 + 1 withdrawn
July 77 46 31 65 9 3
August 82 49 33 63 14 5
September 64 33 31 52 8 4
October 69 32 37 55 3 11
November 50 24 26 41 4 5
December 54 24 30 40 3 11
TOTAL 805 407 398 626 132 47
(50%) (50%) (78%) (16%) (6%)

Turnaround Time

Seethe 2003reportfor a discussiorof how turnaroundstatisticsarecalculated(i.e., thesearerelativebut not
absoluteimesbecause¢heyareright-truncateddueto manuscriptstill in process).

Meanturnaroundime for manuscriptreviewincreasedalightly in 2006,from 57 to 59 days(a 3.5%increase;
Figurel). We continueto work to reducethe reviewtime further. Time from acceptancéo publication(Figure
2) droppedsignificantlyin 2006,from 218to 188days;this is largely attributableto Online Early beingin full
effect. Total time from submissiorto publication(Figure 3) decreaseffom 323to 302days,andagainthisis
largely attributableto Online Early.




Region of Authorship

Regionof authorshigs determinedy the addresof
thefirst authorat the time the work wasdoneand
only partially reflectssovereigntyof contributions.
Internationalparticipationin authorships actually
higherthanindicatedby thesestatisticsdueto
secondanauthorshipsOf the 132 paperssubmitted
andacceptedn 2006,the proportionof first authors
from the United Statesdecreasetb 48.8%from
54.0%in 2005(Figure4). Otherregionalchanges
from 2005to 2006includemodestincreasesn
acceptegaperdrom Africa (3.1%to 6.1%),Canada
(3.7%t0 9.9%),andEurope(19.5%to 23.0%)and
smalldecreases acceptegaperdrom Australia
(8.6%t0 6.9%),Asia (4.9%to 2.3%),andCentral/
SouthAmerica(6.1%to 3.0%).
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2007 Student Awards

The StudentAwardsProgranwashighly successfuthis year
Twelvefinalists gavepresentationat the annualmeeting.
Specialthanksto Blackwell Publishing,Oxford University
PressandSinauerAssociatedor their support.Thanksto the
ZoologicalSocietyof Londonandto the SouthAfrica
Departmenbf EconomicDevelopmenandEnvironmental
Affairs for sponsoringhe posterawardandawardsreception,
respectivelyWe alsothankthe JohnD. andCatherineT.
MacArthur Foundatiorfor supportingthe YoungWomenin
ConservatiorBiology award.

First Place (Tie) » Toby Gardner
The cost-efectivenes®f biodiversityresearchn
tropicalforests
First Place (Tie) » Sanjay Gubbi

Attitudesto developmentandconservationn anIndian ICDP

Third Place » Archana Bali and Jignasu Dolia
PrivatelandsaroundprotectedareasNtherole of coffee
plantationdn mammalandbutterfly conservationn the

WesternGhats,India
Fourth Place o Mao Angua Amis

Do freshwaterandterrestrialpriorities overlapin
conservatiorassessments?

FINALISTS

Kathryn FiorellaNReservesite selectiorfor Malagasylemurs:

extinctionrisk andmethodologicafjuestions

Llewellyn FoxcroftNRisk assessmenf riparianalien plant
invasioninto protectedareas

Philipp HenscheINLeopard Panthera pardus conservation
in Africa@ rainforestsNtheirstatusandthreats andtherole
of reintroduction

Allison LeidnerNT ropicalforestfragmentatiorincreases
volatility of butterfly communities

Elizabeth MadinNBehavioral effectsof fishing on coral reefs

Theron Morgan-BrownNThe conservationmpactof butterfly
farmingin the eastUsambaraviountainsof Tanzania

Matthew SommervilleNAn analysisof deforestatiorirends
acrossMadagascds protectedareasystem(198092000xnd
implicationsfor future management

Andrea WhiteNUsing habitatmodelsto predicttheimpactof
climatechangeon the distributionof alpinepeatlandsn
Victoria, Australia

see Awards, page 15

11

Call for 2008

Award Nominations

Edward T. LaRoe lll Memorial Award

The EdwardT. LaRoelll MemorialAwardis givenannuallyto
anindividual with a distinguishedecordof researcland
outstandingapplicationof scienceto the conservatiorof our
biologicalresourcesTheintentionof the awardis to recognize
theinnovativeapplicationof scienceto resourcenanagement
andpolicy. Althoughall scientistsareeligible for the award,
becausef EdwardLaRoe&distinguishectareerasa public
servantpreferencas givento employee®f governmental
resourcemanagemeragencie®r scienceagencies.

Pastrecipientsof the LaRoeAward are

2007  JeremyJackson
2006  StuartPimm

2005 DanielPauly
2004  JerryFranklin
2003 Stepherschneider
2002 JohnLawton

2001 RobertPressey
2000 Phil Pister

Pleasesendnominationgor the 2008LaRoeAwardto J.
Michael Scott,Departmenof FishandWildlife, PO. Box 44-
1141,Room103, University of Idaho,Moscow ID 83844-
1141,USA, mscott@uidaho.ed{with copiesto Sarah
Martinez,sarahm@uidaho.edu)llominationsshouldbein the
form of a nominatingletterwith anaccompanyingesumeof
thenominee Multiple lettersof supportfor nomineesare
encouragedNominationsmustbereceivedby 1 October 2007

Distinguished Service Awards

SCBannuallypresentawardsfor distinguishedservicein the
field of conservatiorbiology. For 2008,SCBis soliciting
nominationgrom its membersandotherconservation
professionalsAimongthe categorie®ligible for awardsare
Academia
Government
Outsideacademiaandgovernment
Social,economicandpolitical work
Educationandjournalism

Nominationsfor individualsor institutions,includinga
nominationform anda minimum of two supportingetters,
mustbereceivedby 1 October 2007. Theform is availableat
http://conbio.og/SCB/Activities/Avards/.Lettersandform
mustbe submittedasa singledocumenin Word. Separate
letterswill notbe acceptedPleasesendnominationgo
Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gibthe nominatordoesnot
haveinternetaccesscontactKathryn SatersonlJ.S.
EnvironmentaProtectionAgency 109 TW AlexanderDrive,
MC: B305-02,ResearcfrianglePark,NC 27711, USA, 1 919
541-2535.



Smith Fellows 2008 Call for Proposals Announced

The Society for Conserv ation Biology is pleased to solicit applications for the David H. Smith

Conserv ation Research Fellowship Program. These two year post-doctoral fellowships enable outstanding
early -career scientists to impro ve and expand their research skills while directing their efforts tow ards
problems of pressing conserv ation concern for the United States.

Each Fellow is mentored by both an academic sponsor who encour ages the Fellow® continued
development as a conserv ation scientist, and a conserv ation practitioner who helps to connect the Fellow
and her or his research to practical conservation challenges.

Fellows will spend up to four weeks per year during their fellowship attending orientation and training
events. These offerings provide opportunities to cultiv ate professional networks and to gain better
understanding of applied research needs. Fellows will participate as a group in three or more of these
Progr am-sponsored meetings, conferences, or professional development events each year.

The Program especially encourages individuals who want to better link conserv ation science and theory
with pressing policy and management applications to apply. We envision that the cadre of scientists
supported by the Smith Fellows Program eventually will assume leadership positions across the field of
conservation science. Fellows are selected on the basis of innovation, potential for leadership , and
strength of proposal.

The deadline for receipt of application materials is 28 September 2007. The Program expects to select
four Fellows in January 2008 for appointments to start between March and September 2008. Fellowship
awards include an annual salary of $38,768, benefits, and generous travel and research budgets. For
detailed proposal guidelines, please visit www .smithfellows.org/proposalguidelines.cfm. Questions may be
directed to Shonda Foster, Program Coordinator (sfoster@conbio.org).
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Announcements

Erratum

In thebook Conservation Biology in Asia: Current Status and
Future Perspectives, anerrorwasmadein the namesof the
authorsin Chapterl, OTheSacrecHimalayanLandscape:
ConceptualizingYisioningandPlanningfor Conservation
Biodiversity, CulturesandLivelihoodsin the Eastern
Himalayas.@uthors@®amesshouldreadMohanP. Wagley(1),
NarayanPoudel(2), Tirtha Man Maskey(3), ChandraP.
Gurung(3), Anil Manandhai3), SaralaKhaling (3), Yeshi
Lama(3), GokarnaThapa(3), SabitaThapa(3), Eric
Wikramanayakég4), EklabyaSharma(5), Nakul Chettri(5),
andBrian Peniston(6).

1. Ministry of ForestandSoil ConservationSinghaDarbar

KathmanduNepal

. Departmenbf NationalParksandWildlife ConservationPO
Box 860, BabarMahal, KathmanduNepal

. WWF NepalProgram PO Box 7660,Baluwatay Kathmandu,
Nepal

. ConservatiorscienceProgram WWF-US, 1250 Twenty-
FourthSt. NW, WashingtorD.C. 20037,USA

. InternationalCentrefor IntegratedViountainDevelopment,
POBox 3226,Khumaltar KathmanduNepal

. TheMountainInstitute,PO Box 2785,Baluwatar
Kathmandu

2

Sincereapologiego the authorswhosenamesnadvertently
wereomitted.

Position Available: Conservation Strategy for Monk Seal

The Hellenic Societyfor the StudyandProtectionof the Monk
Seal,a Greeknongovernmentadrganizationseekgo contract
anindependentonservatiorspecialisto revisethe National
Strategyfor the Conservatiorof the MediterraneamMonk Seal
in GreeceWith aworldwide populationof fewerthan600
individuals,the Mediterraneamonk seal(Monachus
monachus) is consideredy IUCN to becritically endangered.
During the lastfew decadespumerousonservatioractivities
haveconcentrateih Greecewhich hostsapproximatelyhalf of
the speciesfopulation The conservatiorspecialisttaskswill
be (1) to evaluatehe existingstrategyoriginally draftedin
1996,in termsof its effectivenesso addresshe speciestreats
(2) to revisethe strategyto addressll currentconservation
requirement®f the speciesandits habitat,identify priorities,
andsuggestosteffective actionsfor the perioduntil 2015.The
project®durationis nine months The Societywill providethe
conservatiorspecialistwith all backgroundlocumentatiormnd
informationrequired,andwill assistin settingup working
meetingswith key stakeholdersexpertsandtherelevant
nationalandEuropearCommissiorauthorities. Therevised
strategywill bedistributedwidely to scientists,
conservationistsstakeholdersandpolicy makers
internationally Uponits adoptionby the nationalauthoritiesit
will constitutea seminalpolicy tool guidingall activities
conductedor the conservatiorof the speciesApplicants
shouldhaveextendecdexperiencen similar projectsand

13

significantknowledgeof the conservatiomequirement®f
critically endangeredpeciesFor a detaileddescriptionandthe
termsof referenceof the project,contactSpyrosKotomatas,
Hellenic Societyfor the StudyandProtectionof the Monk Seal,
18 SolomousStr, GR-10682 Athens,Greece;+30.210.5222888,
FAX +30.210.5222450;.kotomatas@mom.grnww.mom.gr
Applicationsmustbe submittedby 15 Septembewith the
indication(ICO7-NCS)to info@mom.gr

Funding Available

The DennisRavelingScholarshigor Waterfowl Researchis
awardedannuallyto a student(swith a desireto pursuea
careerin waterfowl or wetlandsecology Awardsarebasedon
the candidateesolve,

academi@chievementand

projectmerit. Candidates

mustbe pursuingan

advancedlegredn wildlife,

zoology botany ecology or

anothemertinenthiological
scienceApplicantsshouldsubmit
aone-pageroposakummaryfor

anoriginal researctor

managemernprojectandbe

preparedo submita detailed

projectproposaif requested.

Two awardswill begiventhis

year oneof US$2000andoneof

US$1000Along with the proposal

summarysubmita resume statemenbf

interest Jetter from a faculty member
indicatingwillingnessto sponsotthe
candidateanddetailingany

requirementge.g.,final reportor

thesis)for receivinguniversitycredit,
andcontactinformationfor two references.
Applicationdeadlineis 31 October2007.Send
applicationgo Nicole Berset,CaliforniaWaterfowl
Association4630NorthgateBlvd., Suite150, SacramentoCA
95834,USA, nicole_berset@calwaterfowlgr

Toolsfor Marine ConservationProfessionals

The NatureConservancyndpartnersat the Ecosystem-based
ManagemenNetwork, NationalOceanicandAtmospheric
Administration,SeaAround Us Project,andUniversity of
Queenslané@nnounceahereleaseof Advancing Ecosystem-
Based Management: A Decision Support Toolkit for Marine
Managers atwww.marineebm.@. This Web-basedoolkit
providesguidancefor managersndpractitionersn the useof
commontoolsfor regionalassessmenendplanning.Case
studiesadvanceaheseapproacheandinform marine
ecosystem-basadanagementy jointly addressingnultiple
objectivesin conservatiorof biological diversity, fishery
production,andmitigation of coastahazardsSite contentand
resourceslsoareavailableon CD-ROM from marine@tnc.aj.



Policy, from page 1

TheMarine Sectionis in the proces®f developinga statement
onfisheriespolicy. The Sectionexpectgo focuson
internationalpolicy issuesandto convenean International
Marine ConservatiorCongressn WashingtonD.C. in 2009
(seepaged). The Sectionis building relationshipswith other
societiesandthe editor of Marine Wildlife Law Journal hasjust
joinedits board.

TheNorth America Sectionis working to increase
involvementof representativeBom CanadsandGreenlandn
Sectionand SCB activities. The Sectionis makingan effort to
takea moreglobal perspectiveni its policy prioritiesandto
becomemoreproactivein informing legislation.The Section
haswritten a numberof reviewsor critiques,including but not
limited to a critique of proposaldo removepopulationsof
wolvesandgrizzly bearsfrom the U.S. Endangere®&peciedist,
anda comprehensiveeview of the managemenf fire-prone
forestsof the westernUnited StatesThe Sectionis
emphasizinglevelopmenbof policy relatedto climatechange,
endangeredpeciesinvasivespeciesanda policy
blueprintfor North America.Also, the Section
intendsto sendexpertrepresentative
testify at governmenhearings.

Althoughthe Asia Sectiondid not brief
the policy workshopattendeedt hasan
ambitiouspolicy agendahatincludes
issuesof internationalswell as
regionalsignificance manyfalling
within SCB®&five global priorities. The
Sectionwill considerostingatechnical
regionalmeetingeverytwo years.The
Sectionplansto assess

¥Meansof providing paymentdor forest
conservatiorunderthe United NationsFramework
Conventionon ClimateChange
¥Theimpactof differentformsof enegy
production,suchasincreasegroductionof oil
palm,on biological diversity (SCB&Executive
Office alsoplansto developshortpaperson this
subjectandwill beworking closelywith the
Asia Sectionin the process).
¥Tradein endangeredndthreatenedpecies
¥Improving scientificinput to the Conventionon Biological
Diversity
¥Enhancingsupportfor the Global Environmentracility
¥Zoonoticdiseases
¥Human-wildlife conflicts

JonRosaledriefedattendeesit the secondoolicy workshopon
thelong processf developingan InternationaMechanisnof
Scientific Expertiseon Biodiversity (IMoSEB). This
mechanisnwould complementajorwildlife treatieshy
servingasanactive,objectivebodyto deliver scientific
informationindependenof political influence(seeSCB
Newsletterl4(1): 20 for moreinformation).

The FreshwaterWorking Group presentedive priority policy
issuesor considerationgseebox on pagels).
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Mike Scott,amemberof SCB&Boardof Governors,
emphasizedhatour Boardandmembersvant SCBto increase
its visibility andrelevancen the policy arenapecominga
trustedsourceof unbiasednformation.To achievethis goal,
Scottsuggestedhatwe askmoreforceful policy questionspe
aggressivabouttherelevanceof our scientificwork, be careful
to articulateuncertaintiesn our researchandconvey
informationclearlyto non-scientistsScottdistinguished
betweerpolicy prescriptionsandpolicy directions He
suggestedhatwhile SCB might endorsepolicies,draft our own
policies,write white papersandevaluateoptions,we should
articulateclearly the natureof eachpaperwe undertakeandthe
objectivesof our activities.

A representativef FloraandFaunalnternationalFFl),
AnnalisaGripp, presenteé summaryof the United Nations
EnvironmentProgram€Financelnitiative andits biodiversity
workstreamFFl is co-hostingthe biodiversityworkstream
alongwith U.S.-basedVorld Resourcesgnstitute.Gripp noted
thelarge andgrowing sumof moneymanagedy pensionfunds
andotherscommittedto consideratiorof socialand
environmentalmpactsin investingaccordingto the United
Nations®rinciplesfor Responsiblénvesting(for more
information,seewww.unepfi.org/).

Tom Sisk, ChapterRepresentativen SCB&Boardof
Governorsyeportedon efforts to establisnew chaptersaand
maintainstrongconnectionavith Sectionsandthe global
organization Chaptergypically work to inform andinfluence
policy atalocal level. The potentialis increasingor policy
activitiesby Sectionsandthe societyasa wholeto strengthen
policy work by chaptersBoth educationaprogramsandpolicy
initiatives arelikely to strengtherthe bondsbetweerchapters
andSCBasawhole.

Aletris Neils reportedthatseverakchapterdhavebeen
particularlyactivein informing policy. For example,

¥TheMontanaChapterdevelopedaninitial draftof comments,
submittedby the North AmericaSection,ontheU.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service§proposalo removeRocky Mountaingray
wolvesfrom thelist of speciegrotectedoy the Endangered
Speciedct

¥The MinnesotaChaptethasdeveloped setof
recommendationsn the FarmBill thatalsowereadoptedby
theNorth AmericaSection

¥TheFloridaChaptethasengagedn policy activitiesrelatedto
biological security particularlyinvasivespecies

Note that SCB&Web pageson policy providechapter
representativewith templatesor guidelinesfor policy
commentsandactivities.

Newsfrom Washington,D.C.

While SCBwasmeetingin SouthAfrica, theU.S.Congress
wasdevelopingits first enegy bill, anamalgamof measures
producedby severalcommitteesn eachhouse Meanwhile the
Houseof Representativegreparedandin late July passeda
farm bill with someincreasedn conservatiorassistancéut not



Issues of special importance in freshwater
conservation and related policy

Strive for maximum hydrologic connectivity.
Maintenance of hydrological connectivity is critical to the
conserv ation of fresh water ecosystems. For rivers,
connectivity is a function of water availabilit y, river channels
for the transport of this water, and the degree of natural
movement of water along longitudinal river gradients and
lateral catchment gradients. High water -yield areas,
headwater streams that gener ally compose a large
percentage of the river length in a catchment, free-flowing
rivers, and whole catchments (or at least the land adjacent
to rivers) should be priority acquisitions for protected areas.

Dealing with widespread degradation. All production
systems use water and gener ally high demand has led to
widespread degradation. In many places, ideal conservation
targets cannot be achiev ed and a long-term conservation
goal has to start with a restor ation plan. How do we stop
further degr adation and enable systematic and strategic
restor ation (or rehabilitation)? How do we marry efficiency
(opportunity  cost) and effectiv eness (conservation
outcomes) under these conditions?

Achieving cooperation across sectors and spheres of
government. The function of fresh water management and
conserv ation is typically characterized by overlapping
mandates and responsibilities. Coordination and cooper ation
across planning sectors (e.g. agriculture, water, and
environment) is essential. We need to understand the
requirements and likely benefits of cooperation in this
context, and promote enabling mechanisms. Achieving policy
integr ation is one such mechanism. Vertical policy

integr ation requires that local / sub-national policies are
aligned with and support, and do not undermine, national
policies; and that national policies support regional or
international policies and treaties. Horiz ontal policy

integr ation requires a complementary policies across related
service or planning sectors at any particular level.

Facilitate co-learning in multi-use environments. Social
and ecological sustainability depends on our capacity to
learn together and respond to changing circumstances. In
riverscapes, with a diversity of stak eholders, knowledge
forms, and mental models, conserv ation management
cannot be a search for the optimal solution for one problem
but should be an ongoing learning and negotiation process
with high priority for participative activities and adaptation.
Concepts such as social capital and community governance
become relevant. How do we design institutions so that
formal structures for action and informal communities for
co-learning can coexist and complement each other?

Recognizing increasing human consumption of
freshwater resources. Human society uses fresh water for
drinking water, irrigation, industrial use, and sanitation at an
ever increasing rate. Given the critical importance of

fresh waters for biodiversity and ecosystem services, future
allocation of fresh water resources presents one of the most
profound challenges for global conservation. Systematic
strategies for fresh water conserv ationNco vering local to
global scalesNare urgently needed. We believe that SCB
should strive to take a lead role in this process by working
in collaboration with other global agencies and governments.

the morefundamentathangesomehopethatthe Senatewill
adopt.The HouseNaturalResource€ommitteecontinuedits
investigationinto political manipulationof sciencen the
naturalresourceagenciesith a hearingon 31 July. The
hearingfocusedon theimpactto threatene@ndothersalmon
of waterdiversionsfrom the KlamathRiver to farmsbeforethe
2002¢elections.

John Fitzgerald, Policy Director, SCB

Awards, from page 1

Young Women Conservation Biologists’ Award

MargaretAanyu

POSTERS
First Place » Cheryl ChetKevitch

Designingcorridorsfor carnivoreconservatiorin the Canadian
Rocky mountainsmarryingpatternandprocess

Second Place  Lourens Swanepoel
If it pays,it stays:implicationsfor wide-rangingeopards
Third Place » Stephaine Sell

Investigatingpopulationstructureandphilopatryin ringedseals

Fourth Place o Wilfred Odadi

The effectsof wildlife on cattlein Laikipia RangelandKenya

/Societyfor Conservation Biology Newsletter is published A
guarterly To submitmaterialsor requesipermissiorto reprint
articlescontactthe Editor: EricaFleishmanNationalCenter
for EcologicalAnalysisandSynthesisy 35 StateStreet,Suite
300, SantaBarbaraCA 93101,USA, (805)892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.edu.
Decisionsconcerningpublicationrestwith the Editor.

\© Societyfor ConservatiorBiology 2007
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SCB OFFSETS ITS CARBON FOOTPRINT IN SOUTH AFRICA

At SCB&2006annualmeeting the Boardof Governors,
respondingo the overwhelmingconsensusf meetingattendees,
decidedto offsetthe carbonimpactof our 2007 meeting.Funds
for the offsetweregeneratedby a voluntarysurchargef $20
(registrantdrom highincomecountries)or $5 (registrantfrom
developingcountries) More than98% of registrantaaddedthe
surchageto their registrationfees.With this money we invested
in restoratiorof thicketvegetatioron the Baviaanskloof
MegaReservén EasternCape thethird largestnaturalareain
SouthAfrica. The projectwill storecarbon benefitbiological
diversity and(by employinglocal peopleto restorenative
vegetation)lleviatepovertyin the projectarea,with long term
sustainabilitythroughecotourismMost carbonwill be storedin
anativesucculenevegreenplantthathasbeendemonstratetb
storecarbonefficiently in alow rainfall systemwith high
resistancéo lossfrom wildfire anddecomposition.

Severalmemberof anadhoc CarbonOffset Committeehave
beeninvestigatingthe possibility that SCB could providefunds
for the Baviaansklooprojectover multiple years.Our 2007
offsetfundingwill storecarbonon fewerthan100ha,butmore
than1000haarein needof revegetationAdvantage®of a
multiyearinvestmentare (a) the projectorganizerscaninvest
appropriatelyin nurseryoperationandotherinvestmentghat
couldlastmorethanoneyear (b) the projecthasbetterchanceof
attractingotherinvestors(c) the projectcanwork on
certificationby a third party certifier, and(d) it givesour
committeeseveralyearsto deviseour long term plansfor
investingin offsetsof greenhousegases.

For a quick andmeaningfuleducatioron projectsthatmeetthe
triple goalsof carbonstoragebiodiversityconservationand
povertyeradicationyisit www.climatestandards.grthe Web site

for the Climate, CommunityandBiodiversity Project. These
standardsdentify land-basegbrojectsthat simultaneouslyleliver
compellingbenefitsfor climate,biological diversity, andlocal
communitiesThe standardswhich areprimarily designedor
climatechangenmitigation projects weredevelopeddy the
Climate,Community& BiodiversityAlliance. The allianceis a
global partnershipof researchnstitutions,corporationsand
environmentagjroupswith a missionto developandpromote
voluntarystandardgor land useprojectswith multiple benefits.

To our knowledge SCBis thefirst professionabrganizationn
ecology conservationpr managementf naturalresourceso
takeresponsibilityfor our carbonfootprint.

Paul Beier

e New Web site for Students \

SCB@ student affairs committee has established a new
Web site intended primarily for student members. If
you are not a student, you are still welcome to
participate. The objectiv e of the site is to provide a
forum for posting news and images related to SCB
activities at the chapter, Section, and global levels.
The site also will facilitate initiation or participation in
discussions about conserv ation biology , posting of
announcements, and requests for help with

coursework and research. Please visit

www.flickr.com/groups/scbstudents/ /
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