Society for Conservation Biology Newsletter

Volumel4,issuel

February 2007

Policy Director Joins SCB

SCBis delightedto welcomeJohn
Fitzgeraldasour societyéXirst Policy
Director Johnbeganworking with SCB
on 4 JanuaryMany thanksto the search
committee chairedby Mike Dombeck,
for contributingtheir enegy, expertise,
andexperiencedo the searchprocess.

Johnis a memberof the District of
ColumbiaBar. He hasworkedwith an
arrayof conservatiororganizationsand
governmentso evaluatestrategies
andsecuré@mprovementsn
federalandinternationalaw
andpolicy in the areasof
naturalresource

conservationanti-
corruptionmeasures,

international
developmentandsocially
andenvironmentally
responsiblénvesting.In
recentyears,for example he
helpedvariousgroups

work with United States
Representativelosiand

United Statessenators

Leahy Lugar, andothersto

improve United Statesenvironmentabnd
governancetandardgor multilateral
developmenbanks.

Johnservedn the Policy Bureauat the
U.S.Agencyfor International
Developmentevaluatingandreportingto
Congresandthe public on the
environmentalmpactof USAID and
proposedNorld Bankprojects.His early
methodgor rankingnations@tewardship
of naturalandhumanresources
contributedto developmenbf aforeign
assistanceitiative, the Millennium
ChallengeAccountandCorporation.

As chief counselat Defendersof Wildlife
for tenyears,Johnwasa leaderin the
Endangere&pecieLoalition. He lobbied
andcoordinateditigation to improvethe

see Fitzgerald , page 9

INSIDE . .

SCB Launches Major Initiative to Apply Science to

North American and Global Environmental Policy

Januarnyin WashingtonD.C. wasremarkablewith temperatureapproximatelyseven
degree<elsiusgreaterthanaverageDuring its first daysin sessionthe new United
StatesCongresdeganto shift recentsubsidiedor oil andgasto renewablesources.
Further in two smallbut notableexceptiongo its currentapproactof providing
approximatelylevel funding acrosamostfederalagenciegor theremainderof fiscal year
2007,the Houseof Representativelsasmovedto provide$335million of additional
supportto the National Science~oundatiorand$300million morefor renewableenergy
andefficiency programsAt the sametime, Congressappointechew leadersand
committeeandsubcommitteehairsin the Senateandthe House
of Representativefor thefirst time in twelve years.

Encouragingnewsin Januaryalsocamefrom the
globalenvironmentatommunity illustrating
rapidly increasingnterestin sociallyand
environmentallyresponsiblénvestmentFor
examplethe United NationsEnvironment
ProgrammeJFinancelnitiative (UNEPFI) and
its progeny the United NationsPrinciplesfor
Responsiblénvestmentareworking with
WashingtonD.C.-basedNorld Resourcednstitute
(WRI) to explorehow finance,investmentand
capitalmarketsarerelatedto biological diversity
andecosystenservicesUNEPFI andWRI
currentlyarescopingdonorfunding opportunities
to supporta multi-yearprogramof work.

In addition,UNEPFI plansto publisha OCEOBriefO
duringthe secondquarterof 2007.This documenwill presenthefinancialservices
businessasefor addressindossof speciesandecosystemandexamineemeging
opportunitiedor thefinancial servicessector During 2007,UNEPFI expectdo delivera

see Policy , page 8

Viewpoint: Flight to Extinction?
by J.C. Daniel

We area peopleaddictedto ritualsthatwe observereligiously andforgetthe next
moment.Onesuchritualistic programis wildlife week.Everyyearin thefirst weekof
October forestrydepartmentshroughoufindia] becomeactive.The ministermakesa
speecha simplerehasthof the speechmadeby his manypredecessorsyr plantsa
sapling.It is saferfor the departmenfor the ministerto makethe speechsaplingshavea
way of dying andit would be awkwardto havethe ministerplantagainin the samepit
the nextyear Of coursethereis alwaysthe happychancehatthe ministermaynot last
theyear We feel thatthe memberof the[BombayNaturalHistory] Societyspreacall
overthe countryshouldspendthewildlife year startingwith the Wildlife Weekin
October moreconstructivelyWhy not do somethingassimpleaskeepinga countof the
vulturesthatyou seein the skiesor theworld aroundyou for ayear Vultures,oncean

see Daniel, page 15
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2007 Society for Conservation Biology Awards

SCBhashonoredsix individualsandorganizationdor their
outstandingcontributionsto advancinghe scienceandpractice
of conservingearth@biologicaldiversity. Recipientsof the
2007awardswerenominatedoy membersof SCB, selectedy
theAwardsCommittee andapprovedy the Boardof
GovernorsTheawardswill be presentean 4 July duringthe
2007annualmeetingin PortElizabeth,SouthAfrica. Kathryn
Satersonchairof theAwardsCommittee notedthatthe awards
Orecognizexceptionakfforts by individualsandinstitutionsto
understanéndcommunicatédhumanimpactson biological
diversityandto developapproacheo improvedconservation
managemenandpolicy.O

¥ EDWARDT.LAROHII MEMORIALAWARD¥

The EdwardT. LaRoelll MemorialAwardis givento an
individual who hasmademajorresearctcontributionsto
conservatiorbiology andhasbeena leaderin translatingtheir
work to inform policy.

Jeremy Jackson

JeremyJacksorn(Scrippslinstitution of Oceanography
University of California, SanDiego)wasrecognizedor his
internationakresearcton the adverseeffectsof overfishingon

marineecosystemsjis developmenbf the OShiftingBaselinesO

public educatiorprogram,andthe creationof the Centerfor
Marine Biodiversity andConservatiorat Scripps.Jacksorg)
researcthasalteredour understandingf the magnitudeof
humanimpactson marineecosystems.

¥ DISTINGUISHECSERVICEAWARD S¢

JC Daniel

JCDaniel(BombayNaturalHistory Society India) wascited
for his contributionsto wildlife conservationn Indiaand
beyondthroughstewardshipf the BombayNaturalHistory
Societyandmentoringthe nextgeneratiorof Indianwildlife
scientists Shortly after India@independencelaniel took up
the stewardshipf the BombayNaturalHistory Societyandthe
structuringof the conservationmovemenin India. He helped
garnerinternationalandindiangovernmenattentionto a
variety of taxain Indiarangingfrom thetiger to the golden
gecko.Danielalsomentoredyoungscientistsandpatrticipated
in governmentatommittees.

Rodolfo Dirzo

RodolfoDirzo (StanfordUniversity, United States)vas
honoredfor his contributionsto conservatiorscienceand
educationin Mexico, Latin America,andbeyond.Not only
doesDirzo havean extremelyproductiveresearchecord,he
alsohasmadean extraordinaryimpacton the environmental

decision-makingandpolicy-makingprocessn Mexico and
othercountries His researchn plantpopulationecologyand
plantbanimatelationshipshasincreasedinderstandingf
humanimpactson ecosystenstructureandfunction.

Malcolm Hunter

Malcolm Hunter(University of Maine, United States)vas
acknowledgedor his contributionsto thefield of conservation
biology andfor superbleadershipasPresidendf the Societyof
ConservatiorBiology asit evolvedinto a moreinternational
organization Hunteris an outstandingconservatiorbiologist
with anextensiveresearchrecordin ecosystenmanagement.
He authoredoneof theleadingconservatiorbiology textbooks.
Hunterhasa long history of substantivenvolvementwith the
Societyfor ConservatiorBiology andservedasits president
from 2001to 2003.

Kathryn MacKinnon

Kathryn MacKinnon(World Bank)washonoredfor her
contributionsto globalbiodiversityconservatiorthroughher
leadershipndtirelesseffortsto ensurethatconservation
sciencanfluencesthe policiesandprogramsof the World Bank
andthe Global EnvironmentFacility throughouthe developing
world. As the World Bank®leadbiodiversityspecialist,
MacKinnon&reachis global, extendingfrom community
leadersto World Bank staff, to nationalandinternational
leaderdn developmenandconservation.

Nature Kenya

NatureKenya,a smallbut extremelyeffectivenon-government
organizationin Nairobi, wasacknowledgedor its pioneering
conservatiorandeducatiorwork in Kenya.NatureKenyahas
increasedocal involvementin protectionof ImportantBird
Areasthroughthe developmenandtraining of local site
supportgroups.Thesegroupshavebeenhighly successfuin
providing costeffectivesustainableonservatiomanagement.
NatureKenyahastrainedthousand®f birdwatcherghrough
thirty yearsof weekly birdwatchingwalks. NatureKenyahas
sharedhe experiencat hasgainedwith surroundingcountries.



UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

AFRICA

On 20 DecembeR006,theAfrica Sectionof SCBwasawarded
a grantby the MacArthur Foundatiorfor travelandmentoring
support.This givesus greathopefor expandingour capacityin
Africa andacrosgheglobe.

Growth of the Section

TheAfrica Sectionhasbenefitedsubstantiallyfrom SCB&
ongoingeffortsto internationalizeThe sectionhasgrownand
is becomingincreasinglyprominentin the African conservation
communityandinternationally Our missionis to createa
dynamicandeffective networkof conservatiorbiologistsand
practitionerghatfurthersprofessionatievelopmenin the
conservatiorfield, to bridgethe gapbetweerFrancophonand
Anglophonecountriesandbetweerscientistsandpolicy-
makersandto supportthe participationof womenin
conservationThe sectionaimsto becomea pan-African
conservatiometworkthatbringstogetherscientistsand
developmenpractitionersWe aremakingprogresgdoward
achievingthis missionby managingan effective networkof
conservatiorbiologists,contributingto conservatiomesearch
effortsin Africa, andestablishingan activegroupof young
femaleconservatiorbiologists. The Boardof Directorswill
reflectandevaluateour successesdentify our strengths,
weaknessesndopportunitiesanddevelopa strategicplanfor
theyearsahead.

Achievements in 20006

2006wasa vibrantyearfor the Africa Section.The section
collaboratedwith the Tropical Biology Association recipientof
a2005SCB DistinguishedServiceAward, to developand
implementthe YoungWomenConservatiorBiologistsO
ScholarshigProgram.

A collectionof papergresentecit SCB&2004annualmeeting
duringa symposiumon conservationn areasof high
populationdensityin sub-SaharaAfrica waspublishedn the
January2007issueof Biological Conservation (volume134,
pagesl55D288)This setof 11 peerreviewedpapersvasedited
by NorbertCordeiro,Neil BurgessDelali Dovie, Beth Kaplin,
AndrewPlumptre ,andRobertMarrs.

The sectionestablished Social ScienceandGender
Committee The broadworking mandate®f the committeeare
(1) to pursuesocietalissuedn theinterestof the sectionand
SCBthatfocuson equityin all aspectof the section€agenda
andprogramsand(2) to addressocialdimensionof
conservationssueson the continentandin partnershipwith
othersectionsworking groups,andteams.

The YoungWomenConservatiorBiologistshasgrownfrom a
committeeof four to a groupof 27 membersThe groupis
developinga Web-basedlearinghouséor information.

Section Elections

Sectionelectionsin 2006demonstratethe progresshe section
hasmadein raisingawarenesaboutits existenceandmission

in the conservatiorcommunityin Africa. Fifteennominations,
11 for African nationalswerereceivedfor five openpositions.

Acknowledgments

Many thanksto the entireBoardof Directors(RonAbrams,
PhoebeBarnard Erika BarthelmessiNobby Cordeiro,Delali
Dovie, ChristinaEllis, Paulakahumbu,Beth Kaplin, Shedrack
MashauriMichel MasozeraNick Oguge,andAlison Ormshy),
associatenembersf the board,andmembersof the sectionfor
their effortsin 2006.

Ron Abrams

On 11 DecembeR006in KathmanduPonaldClark, Director
of USAID in Nepal,launchedhe book Conservation Biology in
Asia alongwith a newrhinocerogposterandthe 2006issueof
Habitat Himalaya. With anaudienceof morethan200guests
andstudentsClark markedinternationaMountainDay 2006
by launchinga specialstudentedition of the book. The section
printed200 copiesof the book asa low-pricededition
(US$1.38)for NepalistudentsThe volumeis dedicatedo 24
conservationistgvho lost their livesin theline of dutyin a
helicoptercrashin easterNepalon 23 Septembe006.Partial
supportfor the publicationwasprovidedby SCBand
ResourceslimalayaFoundationFor moredetails,seepagel9.

Pralad Yonzon

EUROPE

In November2006,the EuropeSectionheldits annual
elections.Threepositionson the Boardof Directorswereopen.
It wasencouragingo seesomanysectionmemberswilling to
run for electionandparticipatingin the vote; we offer our
thanks,andhopethatthis enthusiasmwill bereflectedin
committeeactivitiesduring2007.Two boardmembers|sabel
SousaPinto (Portugal)landOwenNevin (United Kingdom),
werereelectedo a seconderm.

Vassiliki Kati (Greece)lsojoinedthe board.Vassiliki is based
in northwesterrGreecdn the Departmenbf Environmental
andNaturalResource$lanagementyniversity of loannina.
Prior to herelectionto the Board, Vassiliki wasactively
involvedwith the section§policy committee.

The boardthanksGeorgiavValaoraswhoseone-yeaiterm of
office endedin Decemberfor all herwork on behalfof the
section.We look forwardto continuingto work with herto
furtherthe efforts of SCBin Europe.



Our sectioncommitteesvereactivethroughout2006.1n
January2007,new chairsfor the communicationgndpolicy
committeesvereappointedPierrelbisch (pibisch@fh-
eberswalde.dd)asreplacedMartin Dieterichaschairof the
policy committee andBarbaraLivoreil (BLivoreil@aol.com)
hasreplacedsabelSousaPintoaschairof the communications
committee Thanksto IsabelandMartin for their leadershipof
thesecommitteesoverthe lastfew years.The membershi@and
educatiorcommitteegemainunderthe leadershipf Cagan
Sekercioglucagan@stanford.edandRenatoMassa
(renato.massa@unimib.itgspectivelylf you areinterestedn
becomingactivelyinvolvedin anyof our committeeactivities
pleasecontactthe committeechair

Building on the succes®f thefirst EuropearnCongreson
ConservatiorBiology, the boardhasbegunplanningfor a
secondcongressn 2009.Theboardcurrentlyis considering
proposalsubmittedby threepotentialhostsof the congress.
The book of abstractdrom thefirst congressnay be
downloadedrom www.eccb2006.0rg.

As always,the boardencouragethe participationof section
membersn the activitiesof the section.Pleasecontact
theboard(europe@

conservationbiologgrg) with your

guestionor comments.

Owen Nevin

In recentmonths the Marine
Sectionhasbeenbusywith in-
personandtelephoneéboard

meetingdn aneffort to energize

the sectionandintegratenewly
electedboardmembergPhaedra

Doukakis, AmberHimes,Chris Parsonsand
Anne Salomon) Ellen Hinesis now presidenbf
the section.

Board Meeting

The mostsignificantmeetingwasheld 20D210ctober 2006 at
the Friday HarborLaboratories®hiteley Centeron SanJuan
Island,Washington USA. Boardmembergevisedthe mission
statemenandgoalsof the sectionto betterreflectinternational
andintegrativemarineconservatiorscienceandpolicy and
identified tasksto accomplishthesenewgoals.Thesechanges
will soonappearon our Web pageandwill provideguidance
for creatinga stronger moreeffectivecommunityof marine
conservatiorpractitioners.

The boardfurtherhonedtheideaof a meetingof SCB&Marine
Section.By choosingWashingtonD.C. asa venue theboard
hopesto maximizetherelevancyof the meetingin the policy
realmandto attractinternationalparticipation.Olnternational
Marine ConservatiorCongress@asselectecasa nameand
April 2008wassetasthetargetfor conveningthe meeting.

Plansweremadeto improvethe sectionéWeb site
(www.conbio.org/Sections/Marinedndbetterutilize the

listserv The nextmeetingof the boardwill takeplace15D18
Marchat MossLanding,California.

Marine Section Survey

In November2006,the Marine Sectionlauncheda surveyto
betterunderstandhe needsof the membershimndbroader
marineconservatiorcommunity with the ultimategoal of
makingthe sectionmorerelevant,useful,vibrant,andeffective.
The surveyclosedon 31 DecemberApproximately180people
responded93% of whomwere SCB membersA full reporton
surveyresultswill be availableon the sectionWebsite after 1
March.Thanksto all who participated.

2007 Annval Meeting

Marinethemeswill be highlightedduring SCB&2007annual
meeting.Symposiumtopicswill includedesignof marine
protectedareasandecosystentonsequencesf fishing, while
organizeddiscussionsvill includecommunicatinghe science
of marinereserves.

In the News

Somemajordecisiondn marine
conservatioroccurredduringthe pastfew
months Beforeadjourning,the United
StatesCongrespassed revisedand
improvedoceanfisheriesmanagement
law, the Magnuson-Stevensishery
ConservatiorandManagement
Reauthorizatiorct of 2006.In November
2006,the United NationsGeneralAssembly
decidednot to banhigh-seadottomtrawling.

Phaedra Doukakis

NORTH AMERICA
Policy Frameworl for North America

North Americacontainsextraordinarylevelsof biodiversitythat
aredistinctiveon a global scale More thanfifty percentof the
world®@temperateainforestsoccuron the continent,extending
from AlaskaandBritish Columbiato just southof San
FranciscaBay. Appalachiammixed-mesophytidorests the
KlamathbSiskiyouandlong-leafpineforestsin the
southeastertynited Statesareamongthe mostspecies-rich
temperatdorestsin theworld. Thevasttundra,taiga,and
borealforestsof CanadaandAlaskaarea globalsink for
carbonandharborcontinentallysignificantpopulationsof large
carnivoresFurther the ChihuahuarandSonorardeserts
containa remarkablealiversity of cactusesNorth Americaalso
is noteworthywith respecto its freshwatemndmarinesystems,
including southeasterniversandstreamsthe Evemglades,
Bering Sea,andMontereyandChesapeakbays.

Despitetheir globalimportancethe ecologicalstateof many
terrestrialmarine,andfreshwateisystemsacrosaNorth
Americais poor, andclimatechangehreatendo triggera
considerablenumberof specieextinctions.Moreover science



hasbeenmarginalized,manipulatedandsuppresseah policy
debatesasdocumentedy the Union of Concernedscientists
(www.ucsusa.@y/scientific_integrity/interference/a-to-z-guide-
to-political.html). Therecentchangein leadershipn the United
StatesCongresshowever providesan opportunityfor scientists
to play amoreactiverole in policy debatesparticularlywith
respecto laws andpoliciesthatrequirecarefulattentionto
biodiversityconservatiorandsustainability

A conservation-policyrameworkfor North Americawould
help SCBin meetingthe requestof its membergo takea more
activerole in influencingsciencebpolicdebatesThe purpose
of this frameworkwould beto crafta compellingargumentor
biodiversityconservationn the contextof nationalsecurity
Theframeworkwould needto addresshe OrootausesOf
systemdeclinesandthe consequencesf biodiversitylosseso
the social,economicandbiologicalfabric of eachnation. It
would needto be presentedn a style easilyunderstoody the
generalpublic, political leadersjnterestgroups,andthe media.
Fortunatelywe candrawfrom numerougublishedregional
andnationalassessmentaswell asthe breadthof SCB®
membershipto assesgpolicy prioritiesrapidly.

In the comingmonths,SCB cansetthe stagefor applying
science-basesolutionsto biodiversitypoliciesin North
Americaasthe Societybeginsto implementits strategicplan.
Examplesof activitiesdrivenby a policy frameworkintended
to inform priority conservatiorpoliciesmightinclude(1)
publicationof a white paperon temperateainforestsof North
Americacoincidentwith key policy actionssuchas
implementatiorof conservatioragreementfor rainforestsand
proactiveconservatiorefforts for the NorthernSpottedOwl by
the governmenbf British Columbia,(2) a restoration-policy
paperthatincludesa list of restoratiorprioritiesfor specific
land covertypes(restoratioriegislationsoonmay beintroduced
in the United StatesCongress)(3) a climate-chang@olicy
documento inform the debateon Oglobalvarming;Qhe
United StatesCongressill be holding hearingson this topic
soon,and(4) a shortlist of policy recommendationthatcanbe
presentedo interestgroupsduringkey elections(e.g.,
presidentiacampaignin the United States)Additionally, SCB
might usea policy frameworkasa platformfor hosting
sciencebpolicjorumson specifictopics,suchaspost-fire
managemernin fire proneregions.

Certainlyconservatiorgroupsin North Americaalreadyare
employingsimilar tactics.However SCBis unusualiin its
ability to marshalkignificantresourceshroughits extensive
science-basemhembershipanassetccessibleo few other
conservatiorgroups.Thetacticaluseof SCBresourcesvould
be especiallyeffectivein influencingpolicy whenemployedn
tandemwith conservatiorgroupsandothersthatenjoya wide
circle of political influenceandexpertise.

To helplaunchSCB&North Americapolicy framework,we
havesecureda meetingroomfor the morningof Thursday 24
May duringthe joint meetingof the North AmericaSectionand
the InternationalConferenceon EcologyandTransportation,
whichwill beheld20b25Viay 2007in Little Rock,Arkansas
(www.conbio.org/Sections/NAmerica/nameetings. CFWg.
invite all membersf SCBwho residein North Americato

attendthe joint meetingandpatrticipatein our policy framework
discussionsWe view thejoint meetingasa way to initiate
gatheringof the North AmericaSectionduringyearsin which
SCB®&annualmeetingis held outsideNorth America. The 2007
ICOET meetingwill featurea half-daysection-oganized
symposiumon key topicsin conservatiorbiology thatrelateto
transportatiorplanning,aswell asa membershipneetingof the
North AmericanSection.Both the symposiumandthe
members@eetingwill beheldon 24 May.

For further detailsaboutthe policy frameworkinitiative, please
contactme atdominick@nccsp.org.

Dominick DellaSalla

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Severakymposiunproposalgelatedto freshwater
conservatiorwereacceptedor presentatiorat the 2007annual
meeting.Theseinclude Freshwater conservation assessment,
planning, governance and management: case studies, emerging
issues, and key lessons from around the world.

Thefield trip Freshwater conservation challenges, whichwas
initiated by the working group,will beheldon Sunday1 July.
Only 35 placesareavailable We hopeto seeyou there.

Bob Pressewill facilitate afour-daypre-conferencshort
course Systematic conservation planning and the role of
software: from data to implementation and management. One
daywill bededicatedo casestudiesfrom terrestrial,marine,
andfreshwatersystems.

ONewinternationaleffortsfor freshwateresearcheducation,
andconservationareportfrom the Societyfor Conservation
Biology® FreshwateWorking Group,GQvasacceptedor
presentatiorasa posterat the 2007 InternationalConferenceon
EcologyandTransportationwhich will be heldin Little Rock,
Arkansasfrom 20b25May. Thanksto ThanHitt for takingthe
leadin developingthe poster

The boardhasinitiated a strategigplanningprocesdor the
working group.In orderto incorporatenembers@ewsin the
planningprocessthe boardis preparinga surveythatwill be
distributedto the membersoon.We encouragell working
groupmemberdo participatein the surveysothatyour voice
canbeheard.

The NatureConservancyasgrantedSCBfundsto sponsoma
considerableaumberof two-yearmembershipin developing
countries(seepagel0). Thisis anexcellentopportunityto
increase¢he numberof memberdn the working group.The
Boardof Directorsis still addressingquitablewaysto select
candidategor sponsorship.

Aventino Kasangaki



SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Online Conservation Social Science Catalog

To maximizethe valueof our ConservatiorSocialScience
Catalog pleaseconsidemwriting a sectionon your discipline,
approachor tool. Visit www.conbio.og/workinggroups/
sswg/catalog/index.cfrto learnwhich areasof the catalog
would benefitfrom your input andwhereyour courseor
workshopmaterialsmight contribute We alsoseeknew
memberf the ConservatiorCommitteeto helpimprove,
update andmaintainthe catalog,aswell asto assistwith
outreachjncludingtrainingandworkshopsby the Social
ScienceNorking Groupto the broaderconservation
community Evenif you areunableto volunteeroverthelong
term, pleasevisit the catalogueandsendus bothyour feedback
on strengthsaandsuggestionsor improvementlf you haveany
guestionspleasecontactConservatiorCommitteemember
RodolfoTello (rtello@umd.edu).

Graduate Student Toolkit Submitted for Publication

The StudentAffairs Committeehasbeenproductivein recent
months.Basedon conversationsimongseveraimembersat the
2006annualmeeting,we preparech manuscriptA Tool-Kit
for Graduate Students Working in Transdisciplinary
Conservation: Letters from the Field, whichis currentlyin
review We alsopublisheda moreinteractiveversionof

this documenbn our Website
(http://conbio.net/workinggroups/
sswg/toolkit/index.cfm)We hopethatthe
interactivedocumenwill provideuseful

informationfor othergraduatestudents

strugglingto accomplishconservatiorwork at theintersection
of socialandnaturalsciences.

Student Affairs Committee Publishers in
Ecology and Sociely

Two memberf the Studentffairs Committee JoshDrew
(BostonUniversity)andAdam Henne(University of Geogia),
publisheda paper OConservatioBiology and Traditional
EcologicalKnowledge:IntegratingAcademicDisciplinesfor
BetterConservatiorPractice,@n Ecology and Society
(www.ecologyandsocietyrg). The paperexaminesomeof the
reasonsvhy naturalandsocialscienceshavehaddifficulties
collaboratingin the pastin additionto the attributesof
successfumultidisciplinaryprojects.

Amongthe goalsof theworking groupis to Ofostethe useof
socialscientificknowledgeto help solveconservation
problems.QGraditional EcologicalKnowledgeis gainingground
asa componenbf projectanalysisandis historicallyacquired
usingsocialscienceresearchmethodsWe congratulatelosh
andAdamnot only on the publicationitself, but alsoon moving
thediscussiorforward.We look forwardto engagingnore
studentsn working groupandcommitteeactivities.If you have
any questionor commentspleasefeel freeto contactStudent
Affairs Committeechair JoshDrew (jdrew@bu.edu).

Nejem Raheem

2007 Smith Conservation Fellows

The Societyfor ConservatiorBiology andthe CedarTree
Foundatiorarepleasedo announcehe recipientsof the 2007
David H. Smith ConservatiorResearchrellowship:Victoria
Bakker JuliaBaum,JededialBrodie,andPeterMclintyre. The
Fellowswereselectedn 9 Januaryfrom a pool of highly
qualifiedrecentrecipientsof Ph.D.sfrom aroundthe world.

The David H. Smith ConservatiorResearchrellowshipseeks
to find solutionsto the mostpressingconservatiorchallengesn
the United States EachFellow@researchis conductedn
partnershipwith a majoracademidnstitutionanda practice-
basedconservatiororganizatiorto help bridgethe gapbetween
theoryandapplication.

Victoria Bakker will bebasedatthe University of California,
SantaCruz,whereshewill concentraten the project
OConnectingionitoringdatato conservatioraction:
developmenbf populationviability managemendtrategiegor
rareandendangeredarnivoresQnderthe academic
mentorshipof DanielDoak andKevin Crooksandin
partnershipwith ScottMorrisonof The NatureConservancy

Julia Baum will bebasedatthe
University of California, SanDiego,
whereshewill conductthe project
OSharksn coralreefs:estimating
baselineabundanceandecosystem
consequencesf their eliminationO
with academianentorsFiorenza
Micheli andEnric SalaandpartnersRod SalmandPamela
Weiantof The NatureConservancy

JedediahBrodie will examineOUnderstandingndmitigating
the effectsof climatechangeon the elkBaspeimteractionin the
northernRocky Mountains,USAQat Pennsylvanistate
University He will work underthe academianentorshipof
Eric Postandin partnershipwith JoelBemer of the Wildlife
ConservatiorSociety

Peter Mcintyr e will be basedat the University of Michigan,
wherehewill completethe projectOConnectingjsh
managemerib ecosysteniunctioning:a nutrient-based
approach@ith academignentorDavid Allan andin
partnershipwith RobinAbell of the World Wildlife Fundand
PatrickDoranof The NatureConservancy

The Program€ExecutiveDirector, Michael Dombeck says,
OTheSmith Fellowshipenables/oungscientiststo improveand
expandtheir researctskills anddirecttheir researctefforts
towardproblemsof pressingconservatiorconcernto bridge
the gapbetweerresearcrandapplication.(The FellowsO
researctprojectsfocuson urgentconservationssuesputthey
alsolearndirectly aboutthe challengesandrewardsof
applyingscienceto conservationThe programéXocusis to
enlargethe Fellows@rofessionabpportunitiesandensure
future succesdy helpingthembuild relationshipsn the
conservatiorandresearcttommunitiesandby providing
opportunitiesor professionatlevelopmenthroughtargeted
workshopsandtraining events.
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corporatebiodiversitybenchmarkool for
investorsto measureompany
performancen sustainingoiological
diversity For moreinformation,visit
www.business-humanrightsgiHomeor
contactbiodiversity@unepfi.ag.

Fundamentathangesn the 110th
Congressvill affectenvironmentapolicy
notonly in the United Statesput around
theworld. This Congresss atleast
beginningto dedicatstself to the rule of
law andits own rulesof procedureto
science€preeminenplacein policy, and
to addressinghe United StatesO
responsibilitiesasanintegralmemberof
the communityof nations.For example,
Tom Lantos(Democratof California),the
new chairof the Houselnternational
RelationsCommittee not only hasa
strongrecordon the environment
butwasbornin Hungaryand
survivedthe holocaustHe is
acutelyawareof the benefits
thatinternationalaw and
diplomacycanbring to the

world. In the SenateCommittee

on ForeignRelations Richard

Lugarof Indiana,theranking
Republicarandformercommittee

chair, andthe committee€currentchair,
JoeBiden(Democratof Delaware) are
internationalistsvho led the committee
approvalof the Conventionon Biological
Diversity by avote of 16D3in 1994.That
vote occurredust beforeSenatorJesse
Helms(Republicarof North Carolina)
preventedatification of thetreatyby
threateningo bring all Senateactionto a
halt. Helmsis now retired.

Lastweek,| attendeda briefing givenby
severalof thenewchairswho are
membersf the ProgressiveCaucusn the
House.Their eagernesenegized
everyondn theroom.Thenew chair of
the FinanceCommittee BarneyFrank,
enjoyedrecountingthatmanyparticipants
in the DavosWorld EconomicForum
wereshockedo hearthatthe Doharound
of tradeagreementmight not be
approvedf it wassentto Congressn its
currentform. Frankimplied thatthis
Congresswill considervery carefullythe
impactof tradeon laborandthe
environmentathomeandabroadl spoke
with a stafer to CharleyRangle chair of
the WaysandMeansCommittee(which

hasprimaryjurisdictionovertradeissues),
notingthatwe maybe ableto offer the
expertiseof the Societyfor Conservation
Biology andits memberson conservation
issueghatarisein tradeagreementdrom
controlof non-nativespeciego waysof
determiningthe origin andcompositionof
tradedspecieof wood.

Severaldaysearlier E.O.Wilson, Peter
Raven Jim McCarthy(Professoof
Biological Oceanographgt Harvard
University),Jim Hansen(a seniorclimate
scientistat the NationalAeronauticsand
SpaceAdministration),andotherkindred
spiritsjoined leadersof evangelical
associationandchurchego announcen
ongoingdialogueandprogramon saving
creation.SenatordvicCain, Lugar,
Obamaandotherssentlettersof support
to the group.Afterward, Hansertold me
hewould begladto review
any papersSCB might
prepareon climatechange
andconservation
biology. Raven
suggested
thatSCB
increasdts
profile in
Asiaand
Indiain particular
and| told him that SCB®
2009annualmeetingwill bein China.
Wilson suggestedhat SCB notethe
announcemendf manynew positionsin
biological sciencest Christiancolleges
aroundthe United States.

On 1 Februarythe JohnH. Chafedecture
atthe National Committeeon Scienceand
the Environmentwaspresentedby Larry
Brilliant, ExecutiveDirector of
Google.orga philanthropicfoundation
supportedy the company Brilliant
highlightedthe massivehumanhealth
effectsof climatechangeandthe
challengest presentgor adaptatiorand
preparationLifetime achievement
awardeeTheoColborndiscussedhe
increasingatesof endocrinedisorderdn
animalsandhumanscausedy synthetic
chemicalsTim Wirth, formersenatoand
delegateo the United NationsConference
on EnvironmentandDevelopmentn Rio
deJaneircandcurrentPresidenof the
United NationsFoundationwasoneof
manydecision-makersvho attendedhat
lectureandthe newsconferencen the
evangelicalbscienahaloguesimply to

listenandobservethe potentialpowerof
changesn policy.

Policiesaddressinglimatechange,
environmentaktandardsn international
aid andtrade,andthe defenseof science
andscientistdn governmengagenciesare
justafew of the manyareaghatmight
benefitrom SCB&expertise SCB®
policy visionis broad,extendingnot only
to the United Statedederalgovernment
but, asdescribedn our strategicplan, to
othergovernmentsinternational
institutions,andfoundationsWe expect
thattheseimportantorganizationswill
welcomeour helpif it is offeredin away
thatis relevantandtimely.

Implementatiorof changesn
environmentapolicy typically requiresa
combinationof financialincentivesor
penalties)egallimits (suchasliability for
damages)echnologyandeducatiorand
socialpressureAccordingly, sustained
anddiverseefforts usuallyarenecessary
to achievemajor policy objectives.in
Januaryfor examplethe new
Congressionatommitteesheld hearings
not only on climatechangebut onthe
suppressiomf sciencan climatechange
researctandreporting.A reportfeatured
atthe hearingby the HouseGovernment
OversightandReformCommitteewas
coauthoredy SCBmemberFrancesca
Grifo, SeniorScientistandDirector of the
Union of ConcernedscientistsQcientific
Integrity Program Making along term
commitmento theissuethe House
Committeeon Sciencecreateda
subcommitte@levotedin largepartto
investigatingthe suppressionf science.
The Policy Committeehasaskedthe
Boardof Governorgo considethow SCB
might contributedataandanalysison
theseandotherissuesThe North
AmericaSectionalsowill contributeto
developmenbf SCB®&policy agenda,
reflectingthe geographiemphasiof the
philanthropicfoundationghatprovided
initial supportfor the policy directorand
policy program.

Early in Februarywe metwith the new
staff directorsof the two subcommittees
thattraditionallyaremostclosely
associatedvith conservationthe House
NaturalResourcesubcommitteesn
ForestsNationalParks,andPublic Lands
andon FishandWildlife. Staf onboth
subcommitteealreadywerefamiliar with



SCB.Theywerepleasedo learnthatour membersare
organizedandaccessibldy expertise|ocation,anddiscipline
(e.g.,public policy andeducation).Thesesubcommitteeswvill
be consideringnanagemenf roadlessareasandfisheries,and
areeagetrto hearour suggestionsor oversighthearings\We
soonwill introduceSCBto the GovernmenOversightand
ReformCommittee which held the hearingon suppressiormnf
climatescienceandnew Senatestaf on the Oceans
subcommitteewhich alreadyincludesat leastonememberof
the Society

Congressionahctionsin Januaryandearly Februaryindicate
thatscienceand,in particular environmentakcienceandits
bearingon economicandotherpolicy will betakenquite
seriouslyin the currentCongressConsideratiorof sciencewill
affectoversight,budgetallocationsfor taxingandspending,
authorizatiorof new standardsndinitiatives,andengagement
in internationalaw. The ExecutiveandJudicialbrancheswill
follow. SCBandits partnerswill bereadyto offer scientific
expertiseto inform thesepolicy processeanddecisions.

John Fitzgerald

If you would like more information on the priorities and actions of
different Representatives and Senators or wish to follow recent events
as this Congress takes up issues relevant to SCB!s mission, such as
budget requests from the administration for agency programs to the
oversight hearings described above, visit www.senate.gov and
www.house.gov

Fitzgerald , from page 1

protectionof endangeredndsensitivespeciesn domesticand
internationalaw. He preparedandcoordinatedhe lawsuitsthat
endedUnited Statesagencieséssistancén building the Three
GorgesDamin Chinaandrequiredlisting decisionsfor
hundredsf candidategor listing underthe Endangered
SpeciedAct. He draftedthe original dolphin-safetunalabeling
law. Johnhelpedto strengtheroil spill legislationin the United
Statesaswell assanctionsavailableagainstiationsthat
undermindnternationalconservatioragreementde helpedto
initiate severareformsandfacilitatedkey listingsunderthe
Conventionon Tradein Endangere&peciesJohnalsohelped
to negotiatehe Conventionon Biological Diversity andprevent
effortsto weakenits provisions.

Johnservedasa legislativeaideandsubcommitteeounsein
the U.S. Houseof Representativefor morethanfive years,
contributingto the developmenbf Superfundenergy
conservationandotherinitiatives.

Fitzgeraldcameto WashingtonD.C.in 1977to establistthe
office thatevolvedinto boththe U.S. PublicInterestResearch
Groupandthe NationalPublic InterestResearctGroup
Network after directingthe EarlhamCollegeoffice of the
IndianaPublic InterestResearclroupandchairingthe
statewideBoardof InPIRG throughoutaw school.

[ A note from Policy Director John Fitzgerald \

As a political scientist, natural science is not my native
language. After spending the better part of my career in
wildlife conservation, environment, energy, responsive
government, and related issues, however, I have learned to
communicate well if scientists speak clearly and use enough
helpful metaphors. Then I usually can translate science for
policy makers, judges, elected representatives and agency
staff, and others. But most important is not what I am
able o say but how I may be able to help SCB members,
Regional Sections, and local chapters speak directly on
issues on which they are the experts, and speak together
on positions that SCB members share globally or across
North America.

It will take some fime to assess our opportunities and
build on SCB's existing capacity. The strength of our
publications and expertise of our members probably is
unsurpassed. Most policy makers who intend to remain in
public service actually value expert information above all.
Our job is to provide that information in a way that meets
their deadlines, in language that is accurate and effective
both in law and in science. We must provide expertise
without undeclared biases, in ferms that clarify that the
relevant questions have been asked, responses weighed,
and alternative solutions presented with the best available
estimates of risks, costs, and benefits associated with
each. At best, we can begin by

helping policy makers ask the

critical questions of the

appropriate people. As such we

are best seen as adjunct staff,

asked for our advice, and

trusted to give honest answers

and creative suggestions that arise

from either what we know, or

expert suggestions about how to

proceed in the face of uncertainty.

We will continue to represent SCB

in arenas in which it has been

active, such as the Endangered

Species Coalition, and we will

respond to requests for technical

assistance from members of the

United States Congress and others

who seek our input in the near term.

What we undertake and how we undertake

it over time, however, will be determined by the Policy
Committee and the Board of Governors, who in turn will
seek guidance from all SCB's members.

The staff of the Executive Office and the several board
members and other leaders I have had the pleasure of
working with so far have made me feel most welcome and
appreciated. They say you can't go home again, but if feels
like we are already there. Please feel free to contact me

at jfitzgerald@conbio.org. Thanks. j

-




Online Free, Sponsored Memberships, and Consortia Expand Access to

SCB Benefits

and Publications

Online Free

In August2006,SCB madeonline versionsof Society
publicationsfreeto membersn developingcountries.To
becomea memberof SCBor to assistyour colleaguesn

joining SCB, pleasevisit www.conbio.org/joinThe US$10
membership-onlypption givesresidentof developingcountries
automaticaccesgo online publications PleasecontactKat
Powergkpm@conbio.qy) if you areunableto submitpayment
online; otherpaymentoptionsareavailable.

Sponsoed membershipsareavailablefor thosein need.
Thanksto a grantfrom The NatureConservancyTNC), SCBis
currentlyoffering two-yearsponsoreanembershipso
individualsin developingcountries Thesemembershipsire
offeredin conjunctionwith Online Freeaccesgo publications.
By late 2006,SCB hadreceivedmorethan100requestgor
sponsoreanembershipMany requestalreadyhavebeenmet.
During thetwo yearsof their membershiprecipientswill have
onlineaccesso Conservation Biology, Biological
Conservation, andConservation magazine.

Pleasamakeyour colleaguesn developingcountriesawareof
thesesponsorednembershipsRequestfor sponsorshiare
availableat www.conbio.og/Resources/Contacthdividuals
who submitarequeswill be notified aftertheir applicationhas
beenreviewed.The ExecutiveOffice will continueworking
with RegionalSectionsworking groups,local chaptersand
variouspartnersoverthe comingmonthsto distribute
sponsoreanembershipgquitablyamongdevelopingcountries.
Pleasdlirectany questionsaboutsponsoreanembership$o
Kat Powers(kpm@conbio.agy).

Membership and Subscription Structure

SCBhassimplified its membershipnodel,separating
subscriptiongo publicationsfrom membershigperse.Four
membershipackagesreavailable(seetable).Membersmay
addadditionalitems,suchassubscriptiongo affiliate
publications(e.g.,Biological Conservation, Pacific
Conservation Biology) or contributionsto scholarship
programsto their packageorder

The geographigricing structureof subscriptionsalsohas
changedSubscriptiorncostsno longervary asa function of
deliveryaddressinsteadwe arechaging a flat shippingfeeN
20% of the packagecostNfor locationsoutsideof the United
Stateqthe United Stateds the point of

renewalformsaswell asnew-membershiforms. Pleasesend
any questionr suggestionsegardingthesechangego Kat
PowersWe greatlyappreciate/our assistancandpatience
duringthis transition.

Philanthropic Consortia

Conservation Biology is registeredn severaimajor
philanthropicconsortiaFull detailsareavailableat
www.blackwellpublishing.com/librarians/developing_countries.asp

International Associationfor the Promotion of Co-operation
with Scientistsfrom the New Independent Statesof the
Former SovietUnion (INTAS). This program,fundedby the
EuropearlJnion, makesthefull suiteof Blackwell@science
andmedicaljournalsavailablefor threeyearsin all thelibraries
in six former Sovietrepublics.Participatingcountriesin 2006
wereArmenia,Belarus,Moldova, TurkmenistanJzbekistan,
Azerbaijan,Georgia Kyrgyzstan KazakhstanTajikistan,and
Ukraine.Eachcountrypaysa discountedatefor accesandis
askedto maintainany existingsubscriptionsAny non-
commercialinstitutionwithin the countrycanregister See
www.inasp.info/peri/intas.shtnfibr moreinformation.

International Network for the Availability of Scientific
Publications (INASP). The INASP programgivesuniversity
librariesin a numberof developingcountriesaccesso
Blackwell journalsfor a nominalfee. Librariesin morethan50
countriesin Africa, Asia, Latin AmericaandeasterrEuropeare
currentlyparticipatingin thisinitiative. More informationis
availableat www.inasp.info/peri/intro.shtml

Accessto Global Online Researchin Agricultur e (AGORA).
Blackwellis oneof the six foundingpublisherdn this program,
which allows studentsacademicsandpolicy-makersn the
world® poorestcountriesto gain free accesgo journals
coveringthe latestresearchn agriculture fisheries food,
nutrition, veterinaryscienceandrelatedbiological,
environmentalandsocialsciencesMore than150 of
Blackwell@titles arecurrentlyincludedin AGORA. For
details,visit www.aginternetwork.a/en/

At theendof 2005,nearly4500sites(in additionto
subscribershadaccesdo Conservation Biology through
consortiallicensing,andthatnumberhasgrownin the
interveningyear As aresult,articlesarebenefitingfrom a
substantialeadershi@ndincreasingcitations.

origin for mailing).

Discountsof 50% off the price of any
packageareavailableto students,

membersvho areretired/ emeritusand | package 3
residentof developingcountries.

Package 4

Package 2
Changedo the membershiand

subscriptiorstructurewill bereflectedon | Package 1

SCB membership packages

SCB membership + Conservation Biology + Conservation magazine
SCB membership + Conservation Biology
SCB membership + Conservation magazine

SCB membership




SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTION 2007

You may cast your vote using the attached ballot sheet, which can be removed and mailed without an
envelope. Or, starting 15 February 2007, you may cast your vote online at www.conbio.org.
In these statements, candidates were asked to focus on their objectives for and history with SCB.
Short versions of their curricula vitae are available on the Web site. Votes must be received by 10 April 2007.

PRESIDENT ELECT

Luigi Boitani

| havebeena memberof SCBsince1987.1n 20011 helpedin
organizingthe EuropeSection,of which | becamehe first
Presidenfor the triennium2003D2005SinceJanuary?0061
havebeenanex officio memberof the Boardof Governorsas
Chairof the Policy Committeel fully supportthe
internationalizatiorprocessand| believethatour StrategicPlan
providesthe correctframeworkto achievethe goal of a
scientificorganizationthathasanimpact,with the best
availableexpertise pn the manyinitiatives andconventionghat
dealwith conservationssuesat globalandregionallevels.In
particular | think that SCB could usefully positionitself in at
leastsomeof thefollowing strategicareas(1) Playinga
scientificandtechnicaladvisoryrole to international
conventionsandto nationalor regionalpolicy makers offering
scientificexpertiseon conservationssues(2) servingasalink
betweerthe scientificcommunityandorganizationsuchas
IUCN, MEA, UNER CBD, andsoforth, and(3) being
proactivein exploringcutting-edgescienceappliedto
conservatiorthroughappropriatdaskforcesandworkshops,
producingspecialpublicationsor white paperson the most
relevantandcontroversiakcientificissuesof conservatiorat
global, regional,andnationalscales.

Javier Simonetti

SCBis boundto havea significantimpacton conservation
scienceandpracticeworldwide. | aimto strengtherthis role,
particularlyby enhancingSCB activitiesrelatedto conservation
educationjnforming policy, andinternationalizationAs Past
Presidentf the AustralandNeotropicalAmericaSection,] am
familiar with whatandhow SCB canoffer to the scienceand
practiceof biological conservationparticularlyin developing
countriesNetworkinghumanresourcesndlogistic resources
andleveragingthoseresourceso improvetheresearch,
teaching andpracticeof conservationbasedon North-South
andSouth-Soutttooperationis anachievablegoal. As
Presidentof SCB, | would work to fulfill suchagoal.l have
devotedmy careerasProfessomat Universidadde Chile to the
researctandteachingof biodiversityconservationaimingto
increaseour scientificbasisfor decision-makingegardingthe
managemerandconservatiorof Latin Americanbiodiversity |
will rely on this experienceandmy serviceon governing
boardsof organizationsuchasthe ChileanSocietyof Ecology

the ChileanCommitteefor Biological Diversity, andthe
ExecutiveCommitteeof the Latin AmericanBotanicalNetwork
to promotethe increasingole SCB oughtto play worldwide.

NON-GOVERNMENT AL ORGANIZA TION

Lynn Lohr

| cameto SCB attherecommendationf leadingfoundation
programofficers devotedto the healthof the global
environment! appreciatehe quality of SCB&programs,
especiallyits annualmeeting,its publicationsandmost
recentlymy interactionwith the Smith Fellowsprogram.The
constanthreadin my 30 yearnonprofitcareethasbeen
working with charitablefoundations! studiedthemfirst to
obtainsupportfor programd wascreatingin the arts,folklore,
socialhistory, andjournalism.This pathevolvedinto one of
philanthropicpolicy analysisandcommunityadvocacyin the
creationof newfoundationsForthelastsevenanda half years
| havebeenthe executivedirectorof a forum of grantmakers,
the ConsultativeGroupon Biological Diversity, devotedto
conservingandrestoringbiological diversity.

Gary Tabor

My involvementwith SCB beganasa conservatiorscience
funderat the Kendall Foundatiorin 1994andlater by directing
the Wilburforce Foundatior€yellowstone-to-Yikon program.
This led meto co-chairSCB&DevelopmenCommittee.
During my tenure,| catalyzedgrowth of SCB®institutional
capacity Beyondsecuringsupportfor publicationsand
internationakapacitybuilding, IOvehelpedSCB raiseresources
for strategicplanningandfacilitatedthe creationof new
developmenandpolicy staff positions.Havingenhanced
SCB&corefunctions,| now seekelectionto the Board.My
talentin fundraisingis only the meansby which | seekto
improvethe effectivenes®f the conservatiorcommunity To
datel haveworkedwith over500 conservatiororganizations,
from grassroot®perationgo large internationalgroups.|
playedanintegralpartin establishinghe Yellowstoneto Yukon
Conservatiornitiative, alargelandscapeonservation
collaborativeinvolving over 240 conservatioNGOs.While |
now directWildlife ConservatiorSociety®North America
Program] havealsoworkedin Africa, SouthAmerica,Asia
andAustralia.l amneithera single-institutionguy noraml just
focusedon onecontinent.l amableto work acrossnstitutional
culturesby bringingtalentedindividualstogetherto work
collaborativelyfor conservationThis is my vision for SCB.



GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY

Curtis Flather

| ama ResearciWildlife BiologistandLandscapédcologist
with the USDA, ForestServiceat the Rocky Mountain
Researclstation.My entireprofessionatareen25+years)has
beenwith the ForestService,aland managemenagencywith
stewardshipesponsibilityfor morethan191 million acres|
startedout asa Biological Aid while anundegraduateat the
University of Vermont,andeventuallysettledin Fort Collins,
Coloradowherel obtainedmy graduatedegreesat Colorado
StateUniversity My researchs focusedgenerallyon
understandingvildlife populationandcommunityresponseo
landscapeattern,in particularexaminingthe geographic
patternsof specieeendangermentonsideringhe effectsof
habitatfragmentatioron speciegersistenceandevaluating
biologicalindicatorsof sustainabilityl recentlystarteda new
line of researclexaminingthe potentialimpactsof climate
changeon terrestrialwildlife habitatandimperiledvertebrates.
| haveservedon editorialboardsfor The Wildlife Society
AmericanSocietyof Naturalists andInternationalAssociation
for Landscapé=cology | havebeena memberof SCBsince
1988.If electedto the Board! will work to enhanceSCB&
commitmento science-basegolicy andmanagemerip
conserveour biological resourcesNhopingo help closethe
gapshetweerconservatiorresearchland managemengnd
decision-making.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Michael Mascia

| ama SeniorSocial Scientistwith World Wildlife FundbUS
andfoundingPresidenbf the SCB Social Sciencé/Norking
Group(SSWG).I havebeenanactive SCB membersince
1997.Forthe pastfive years,| haveworkedcloselywith the
SCBleadershigo launchthe SSWGandintegratethe social
sciencesnto SCB®membershipactivities,andjournals.Since
its establishmenin 2003,the SSWGhasgrownto include
nearly600 membersn ~55 countries;developed strongand
growing presencet SCB meetingsawardeds11,000to
supportsocialscientist§rom developingcountries;and
developechumerougesourcesgor conservatiomesearcherand
practitionerqseewww.conbio.og/workinggroups/sswg)f
electedto the SCB Boardof Governors] would striveto build
uponthesesuccesseby continuingto expandanddiversify the
SCBmembershipfurtherintegrateconservatiorsocialscience
into SCB meetingssectionsandchaptersanddevelopsocial
scienceresourcesor SCBandthe broaderconservation
community At WWF, | conductappliedconservatiorsocial
scienceresearctandprovidetechnicalassistanceo
conservatiorpractitioneran WWF field officesaroundthe
world. | havea Ph.D.in EnvironmentaPoliticsandPolicy
from Duke University anda bachelo® degreein Biology and
Governmenfrom BowdoinCollege.

Call for 2008 Award Nominations

Edward T. LaRoe lll Memorial Award

The EdwardT. LaRoelll Memorial Awardis givenannuallyto
anindividual with a distinguishedecordof researcland
outstandingapplicationof scienceto the conservatiorof our
biologicalresourcesTheintentionof the awardis to recognize
theinnovativeapplicationof scienceto resourcenanagement
andpolicy. Althoughall scientistsareeligible for the award,
becausef EdwardLaRoeédistinguishectareerasa public
servantpreferencas givento employee®f governmental
resourcemanagemeragencie®r scienceagencies.

Pastrecipientsof the LaRoeAwardare

2006  StuartPimm

2005 DanielPauly
2004  JerryFranklin
2003 Stepherschneider
2002 JohnLawton

2001 RobertPressey
2000 Phil Pister

1999 ChandleRobbins
1998 J.MichaelScott

The 2007 LaRoeAwardrecipientis JeremyJackson.

Pleasesendnominationgor the 2008LaRoeAwardto J.
Michael Scott,Departmenbf FishandWildlife, PO. Box 44-
1141,Room103, University of Idaho,Moscow ID 83844-
1141,USA, mscott@uidaho.ed(with copiesto Sarah
Martinez,sarahm@uidaho.edu)llominationsshouldbein the
form of a nominatingletterwith anaccompanyingesumeof
thenominee Multiple lettersof supportfor nomineesare
encouragedNominationsmustbereceivedby 1 October 2007

Distinguished Service Awards

SCBannuallypresentawardsfor distinguishedservicein the
field of conservatiorbiology. For 2008,SCBis soliciting
nominationgrom its membersandotherconservation
professionalsAmongthe categorieligible for awardsare
Academia
Government
Outsideacademiaandgovernment
Social,economicandpolitical work
Educationandjournalism

Nominationsfor individualsor institutions,includinga
nominationform anda minimum of two supportingetters,
mustbereceivedby 1 October 2007. Theform is availableat
http://conbio.org/SCB/ActivitiesMards/.Lettersandform
mustbe submittedasa singledocumenin Word. Separate
letterswill notbe acceptedPleasesendnominationgo
Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gifithe nominatordoesnot
haveinternetaccesscontactKathryn SatersonlJ.S.
EnvironmentaProtectionAgency 109 TW AlexanderDrive,
MC: B305-02,ResearcirianglePark,NC 27711, USA, 1 919
541-2535.



SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTION BALLOT 2007

Please indicate your choices by marking an OX@ext to the appropriate names.
Statements provided by the candidates are attached (pages 11D12). Short curricula vitae are posted on SCB!s Web site.

Starting 15 February 2007, you may cast your votes online at www.conbio.org

BOARD OF GOVERNORS. Vote for one (1) candidate in each category.

PRESIDENT ELECT

Luigi Boitani
Javier Simonetti

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

Lynn Lohr
Gary Tabor

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY

Curtis Flather

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Michael Mascia

member number (printed on the newsletter mailing label) or name
We ask you to provide your number or name to guarantee that each member casts only one ballot.
Ballots are strictly confidential.

To allow sufficient time for processing, ballots must be received by 10 April 2007

Return your ballot to
Paul Beier
NAU Box 15018
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018, USA

Please note: This ballot sheet may be removed, folded, and mailed without an envelope.
Only ballots on original newsletter paper will be counted.



Paul Beier

NAU Box 15018
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018
USA

postage




International Efforts to Inform Decisions on Biological Diversity

IMOSEB, from page 20

andinstitutionalimperativeshinder
effortsto mitigatethe losses.

Within this context,it wasapparento
manymeetingparticipantshatan
appropriatenichehasnot yetbeen
identifiedfor IMOSEB. Therewasmuch
concernthatIMoSEB®work would
overlapwith activitiesalreadybeing
conductedyy thelUCN or the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical,and
TechnologicalAdvice to the CBD. Some
attendeespeculatedhatthe biodiversity
communityis enviousof the attention
attractedby thework of the IPCC. Others
pointedout thatbiodiversityin fact
garnersconsiderablattentionandpress,
andthatwe mustacknowledgeur
successedn thisregardtherewasa
greatdealof discussiorabouttherole
thatIMoSEB shouldplay. It appearghat
IMoSEB hasa namewithout

amandate.

Furthercommon
concerns/oicedat

the meetingrelatedto
identifying the
appropriatescale
atwhich IMOSEB

should

concentrate,

bearingin mind thatcosts

increaseasresolutionincreasesMany
practitionergointedout thatsite specific,
local scaleinformationis neededo make
effectivebiodiversitydecisionsln this
regard,a globalassessmetike the IPCC
for biodiversityissueds inappropriateand
notuseful. However IMOSEB cannot
communicatevith decisionmakersin
millions of local managemerdareas
aroundtheworld. Stemmingfrom this
observationsomesuggestedhatIMoSEB
adoptawiki modelof organizationwith a
global, internetbasedccommunityof
expertsexpertiseandknowledgethat
would be easilyaccessibléo decision
makersatall levels.

Meetingparticipantsalsoperceiveda need
to incorporateotheractorsinto the
biodiversitycommunity Suchactors
includethosewith traditionalecological
knowledgeaswell aslarge, powerful
corporationssuchas
InternationalPaperand
Cawill, thatmake
decisions
affecting
biodiversity
onlarge
scalesin
addition,the
issueof economic
valuationwas

discussedtlength.Many claimedthata
greatemumberof economistsieedto be
broughtinto the biodiversityfield. Other
attendeegmphasizedhatdisciplinessuch
associology engineeringandpolitical
scienceareequally

importantfor actionon

biodiversity

In theend,one

guestionechoedn

my mind.

Which

scientific

guestionsabout
biodiversityrequireinternational
oversightandwhich arebestaddressedt
local scales?T his questionwasnot
answeredlefinitively, andIMoSEB will
remainwithout a mandateuntil some
consensusn the answerto this question
is achieved.

The nextIMoSEB consultatiormeeting
will beheldin late Februaryin
CameroonSubsequenmneetingsare
plannedn Europe Asia, OceanabPacific,
Latin American,andthe Caribbean.

More informationis availableat
www.imoseb.net

Jon Rosales

Daniel, from page 1

abundanandcommonspeciesarenow endangeredut this is
anopinionnot sharedby everyonelargely owing to lack of
dataon their populationthroughouthe country Why not keep
adiary of sightingsandsendthe diary to usatthe endof the
wildlife yearin SeptembeR002.You would havemadeyour

contributionto conservation.

Reprintedby permissiorfrom Daniel,J.C.2003.Cassandraf
ConservationBombayNaturalHistory Society India.

JC Daniel received a 2007 Distinguished Service Award from
the Society for Conservation Biology for the range of successful
activities he has undertaken to attract attention to India’s
biological diversity and conservation needs.

Donations to SCB promote t he science
of conservation biology and
protect thediversity of life on Earth
¢ Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and

reduce income tax by deducting the fair market
value as a charitable contribution.

¢ Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest
may reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Executive Director, SCB
4245 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203, USA

athornhill@conbio.org

Alan Thornhill

1 (703) 276-2384




2007 ANNUAL MEETING e 155 July, Port Elizabeth, South Africa

Information on registration and program

The 21stannualmeetingof the Societyfor Conservation
Biology will beheld 1D5June2007in PortElizabeth,South
Africa. Theearly discountedegistrationdeadlineis 16 March.
Regularratesapplyuntil 18 May. Pleaseegisteronline at
www.conbio.og/2007/register

PressRegistration. Journalistsareeligible for registration
waivers,but mustbe membersof SCBto receiveawaiver To
becomea memberof SCB, pleasevisit www.conbio.og. SCB®
2007annualmeetingis anopportunityto improvelocal,
regional,andglobalcommunicatiorbetweernthe mediaand
conservatiorprofessionals.

SYMPOSIA

The Local OrganizingCommitteeis pleasedo announcehat
thefollowing symposiaworkshopsprganizeddiscussionsand
shortcourseswill be presentectthe 2007annualmeeting.

Appropriateinterventionlevelsfor managementf large
African ecosystemdOrganizedby Alan Kijazi (Tanzania
NationalParks),JuliusKeyyu (Tanzaniawildlife Research
Institute),and GrantHopcraft(FrankfurtZoological Society
Tanzania)

Conservatiorandhumanrights: exploringkey promises,
challengesandquestionsOrganizedby GraziaBorrini-
FeyerabendlUCN), AshishKothari (IUCN), andJessica
Campes€TGER Member Fulbright Fellow, Switzerland)

Copingwith impactsof AIDS on conservationn Africa.
Organizedby JudyOglethorpgWorld Wildlife Fund)

Declining populationsof large mammalsn African protected
areasestablishinghe causesOrganizedby NormanOwen-
Smith (University of WitwatersrandandJosephOgutu
(InternationalivestockResearchnstitute, Kenya)

Developingmarineprotectedareanetworks:biological, socio-
economicandtechnicalchallengesn the 21stcentury
Organizedby AmandalLombardandGeoige Branch
(University of CapeTown, SouthAfrica)

Developingthevision for the globallslandProgramme:
conservatiorchallengesandsolutionsin the westernindian
Oceanislands.Organizedoy Kirsty Swinnerton(Mauritian
Wildlife Foundation)RichardLewis (Durrell Wildlife
ConservatiorTrust, MadagascarandDavid Roberts(Royal
BotanicGardenXew)

Economicgrowth, biodiversityconservationandthe Society
for ConservatiorBiology. Organizedby Max Christian
(University of Maryland)McArd JosephMlotha (Forestry
DepartmentMalaw), andWilliam Rees(University of
British Columbia)

Ecosystentonsequencesf fishing. Organizedoy Anne
SalomonCarol Blanchetteand SteveGaines(Marine
Sciencenstitute,University of California)

Examiningthelink betweerbiodiversityandhumanhealth.
Organizedby JoeRoman(University of Vermont)

Foodwebs:the ultimatescientific challengeto conservation
biology. Organizedby Andy Dobson(PrincetonUniversity)
andMercededPascual(University of Michigan)

Freshwateconservatiorassessmenplanning,governancend
managementasestudies.emergingissuesandkey lessons
from aroundtheworld. Organizedoy JeannéNel (CSIR,
SouthAfrica), Ken Vance-BorlandOregonState
University), Bob PresseyUniversity of Queensland)and
Dirk Roux (CSIR)

Humandimensionf conservingmarineecosystem the
westernindian Ocearnregion.Organizedoy Delphine
Malleret-King (Africa Wildlife Foundation)Jnnocent
Wanyonyi(SocMonWesternindian OceanRegion),Christy
Loper(Global Socioeconomidonitoring Initiative for
CoastalManagement)andJoshueCinner(JamesCook
University, Australia)

Making conservatioractionsmoreeffective:linking key
conceptf adaptivemanagemerandsystematic
conservatiorplanningin anevidence-baseftamework.
Organizedby Andrew Pullin (University of Birmingham),
Brian vanWilgen (CSIR, SouthAfrica), William Sutherland
(University of Cambridge)Nick Salafsky(Conservation
Measuresartnership)and ToshaComendan{The Nature
Conservancy)

Mappingthe economicvalueof nature:incorporating
ecosystenservicednto conservatiorplanning.Organizecdby
Taylor Ricketts(World Wildlife Fund)andRichardCowling
(NelsonMandelaMetropolitanUniversity)

Reintroductiorof top-ordempredatorsNusingscienceto
improveconservatioomanagemenOrganizedby Matt
Hayward(NelsonMandelaMetropolitanUniversity)

Sharingrightsandresponsibilitiesn newapproacheo
protectedareagovernanceOrganizedoy JoannaDurbin
(Durrell Wildlife Conservatiorust, Madagascar)Joelisoa
Ratsirarsor{UniversitZdOAntananarivodnd GraziaBorrini-
FeyerabendlUCN)



Sharingtherange:elephantspeopleandbiological
conservationn Africa. Organizedby Rob Slotow (University
of KwaZulul Natal), David Cumming(University of Cape
Town), andHolly Dublin andLeo Niskanen(IUCN / SSC
African ElephantSpecialistGroup)

The poverty/ conservatiorequation.Organizedby M. Sanjayan
(The NatureConservancyndUniversity of Montana)

The significanceof gendelin conservatiorpolicy andproject
successOrganizedby Tracy Dobson(Michigan State
University),Anne Fergusor(Michigan StateUniversity),and
SolangeBandiaky(Clark University)

WORKSHOPS

Communicatinghe scienceof marinereservesOrganizedby
JanelLubchencaandBrookeSimler Smith (OregonState
University)

Conservingbiodiversityin vineyardlandscapesOrganizedy
Joshua/iers (University of California, Davis)andPierrede
Villiers (CapeNature,SouthAfrica)

Conservatiorhuntingandcommunitystability. Organizedby A.
Lee Foote(University of Alberta, Canada)Holly Dublin
(IUCN), andJonHutton (Cambridge England)

Globalchangechallengedor biodiversityconservationn
Africa: practicaltoolsfor plannersandmanagersOrganized
by PhoebeBarnardandGuy Midgley (GlobalChange
ResearctGroup,CapeTown)

Hotspotsrecovereddefininga newgoalfor sustainable
biodiversityconservationOrganizedby Amy Spriggs
(Conservatiorinternational SouthAfrica)

Participatingin a conferencesomeadvicefor newcomers.
Organizedoby Malcolm Hunter Jr. andAram Calhoun
(University of Maine) andDavid Lindenmayer(Australia
NationalUniversity)

Partnership$or innovationin landrestoration Organizedby
GlebRaygorodetskyThe Christenserrund)andErika
Zavaleta(University of California)

Rangewideconservatiorplanningfor cheetahandAfrican wild
dogs:progressparticipationandfuture plans.Organizedoy
RosieWoodrofe (University of California), SarahDurant
andAmy Dickman(ZoologicalSocietyof London),and
MeganParker(University of Montana)

Surveyinitiativesusingcamerdrapsandrelatedtechnologies:
seekinggreatercoordinationandintegration.Organizedoy
Chris Carbong(ZoologicalSocietyof London),Matt Linkie
(University of Kent), andTim OOBrierfwildlife
ConservatiorSociety)

ORGANIZED DIsCUssIONs

Co-managemerntf protectedareasNidealists@ceptics@Gnd
pragmatists@ews. Organizedby ChristoFabriciusand
Jameg5ambiza(RhodedUniversity)andHectorMagome
andHowardHendricks(SANParks)

Effectivenes®f economiccompensatiomsa conservatiorool
for imperiledwildlife. Organizedby J. ChristopheHaney
(Defendersof Wildlife)

Environmentahistory andconservatiorbiology: building links
to supportbiodiversityconservationOrganizedy Catherine
Christen(U.S. NationalZoologicalParkConservatiorand
ResearctCenter)

SHORT COURSES

Systematiconservatiorplanningandtherole of software:
from datato implementatiorandmanagemen26D29une).
Instructor:Bob PresseyUniversity of Queensland,
Australia)

Practicalremotesensingor conservatiorbiologists(27D30
June).nstructors:Ned HorningandKevin Koy (Centerfor
BiodiversityandConservationAmericanMuseumof
NaturalHistory)

Undertakingsystematiaeviewsto supportevidence-based
conservatior{1 July). Instructors:Gavin StewartandAndrew
Pullin (University of Birmingham,United Kingdom)

Developmentapplicationandchallenge®f systematic
conservatiorplanningsoftware MarxanandMarZone(1
July). Instructors:Hugh PossinghamCarissaKlein, and
MatthewWatts (University of Queensland)

Building resilienceinto MPA networks:lessondearnedand
newtools (1 July). Instructors:StephaniéVearandRod
Salm(The NatureConservancy)

Whatdo the socialsciencesaveto offer? Multiple social
scienceperspective$or conservatiorplanning(1 July).
InstructorsTaraTeelandMichael Manfredo(ColoradoState
University)andMichael Mascia(Social ScienceWorking
Group,SCB)

Teachingconservatiorbeyondtraditionalpedagogicaand
disciplineboundarieg1 July). Organizedoy Michelle Zjhra,
LissalLeege,andMark Welford (Geogia Southern
University), NoraBynumandEleanorSterling(American
Museumof NaturalHistory), andBeth Kaplin (Antioch New
EnglandGraduateSchool)

Introductorycoursein GIS (6 ©10 July). Instructors:Prashant
HedaoandLatalyer (Societyfor ConservatiorGIS)

/Societyfor Conservation Biology Newsletter is published A
guarterly To submitmaterialsor requesipermissiorto reprint
articlescontactthe Editor: EricaFleishmanNationalCenter
for EcologicalAnalysisandSynthesisy 35 StateStreet,Suite
300, SantaBarbaraCA 93101,USA, (805)892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.edu.
Decisionsconcerningpublicationrestwith the Editor.
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Announcements

Training Opportunity

The LeopoldLeadershigProgramat the WoodslInstitutefor the
Environmentat StanfordUniversity invites applicationgor its
2008fellowships.The program@missionis to advance
environmentatiecision-makindy providingacademic
environmentakcientistawith the skills andconnectionsieeded
to be effectiveleadersandcommunicatorsThe deadlineto
applyis 16 April 2007.Througha competitiveprocessup to 20
Fellowswill beselectedo participatein anintensivetraining
programin 2008.

The programseekscandidatesvith terminaldegreegrom a
broadrangeof disciplinesincluding biological, physical,and
socialsciencege.g.,economicspolitical scienceand
technical medical,andengineerindields (e.g.,wildlife
veterinarymedicine environmentahealth,hazardousvaste
managementlelatedto the environmentApplicantsmustbe
employedby anacademidnstitutionin CanadaMexico, or the
United Statespe at mid-careeasa tenuredor tenure-track
professol(associatgrofessoinr professolevel or
equivalent);andbe activein teachingand

researchTraining datesfor 2008are22b29
June(Connecticutiand12b19%September
(WashingtonD.C.). Trainingis conductedn Englishand
focusedon United States-basenhstitutions,
audiencesandpolicy making.Full details
andapplicationdocumentsare

availableat

www.leopoldleadership.gr

Supportfor the Leopold

LeadershigProgramis

providedby the David and

Lucile Packardroundation.

PositionsAvailable

Defenderof Wildlife seeksa Climate ChangeScientistto lead
the organizationin understandingheimpactsof climatechange
onwildlife andits habitat,developingadaptatiorstrategieso
mitigatetheimpactsoverthe nextcentury andcommunicating
theseimpactsandstrategiego policymakersmedia,andthe
public. This scientistwill maintainhis or her credibility within
the climatechangesciencecommunity andwill be encouraged
to engagen entrepreneurialesearctandcreativeoutreachin
supportof adaptivepolicy andmanagemergolutionsto climate
changeThecandidatewill shapeaninnovativevision for
addressinglimatechangempactsandresponsef the context
of othermajorthreatsto biological diversity Qualifications
includeanadvancediegrean wildlife conservation,
conservatiorplanning,or arelatedfield in the naturalresource
sciencesgiverseexperienceavith climatechangescience,
preferablyinvolving connectiongo importantthemesn

conservatiorbiology andconservatiorpolicy; demonstrated
ability to work independentlyo initiate,implement,apply or
publishscientificresearctandto communicatesuchresearcho
both professionabndlay audiencesandfamiliarity with some
of the major climateresearctorganizationssuchasthe U.S.
ClimateChangeScienceProgramor the Intergovernmental
Panelon Climate Change For moreinformation,please
referenceClimate ChangeScientistandcontactHR, Defenders
of Wildlife, 113017th Street,N.W., WashingtonD.C. 20036-
4604,USA, HR@Defenders.org.

Defendersf Wildlife seeksa ConservatiorScienceAssistant
Internfor its headquartersh WashingtonD.C. Theinternwill
conductliteraturereviewsandarchivedataon key issues
relatedto wildlife managementabitatprotection climate
changdmpacts,andotherconservatioriopics.Responsibilities
will includeorganizinganddistributingliteratureandtechnical
documentgo organizationstaff; reviewingandediting listing
petitions,commentetters,andothertechnicaldocuments
relatedto the U.S. Endangere@®peciedAct; designingand
preparingeducationapostersandpresentationsandreviewing,
editing,andwriting fact sheetsaandotherpublications.
Qualificationsincludestrongresearchwriting, and
organizationabkills andundergraduater
graduatestudyin anappropriate
discipline.A stipendof US$1000
permonthfor threeto six months
will beprovided.Candidatesnust
be ableto committo the position
for aminimumof 12 weeks.For
moreinformationvisit
www.defenders.@r. To apply,
sendaresumeandcoverletter by
email(HR@Defenders.g, FAX (1
202682-1331)or mail (Attn: HR,
Defendersof Wildlife, 113017th Street,
N.W., WashingtonD.C. 20036-4604USA).

COMPASS/ SeaVe¢b (COMmunicationPArtnershipfor Science
andSea)seeksanAssistantDirectorof SciencebMedia
OutreachCOMPASS s a partnershipf SeaVéb,the Monterey
Bay Aquarium&Centerfor the Futureof the Ocean{CCFO),
andacademicscientistsat OregonStateUniversity, Stanford
University, andthe University of New HampshireThe position
will actasaliaisonbetweemmarinescientistsandjournalists,
helpingscientistgo translatescientificresearchnto public
understanding@ndawarenessf oceanissuesTheideal
candidatewill havesignificantexperiencen sciencgournalism
andanability to accuratelytranslatecomplexscientific
informationwhile showingits salienceto society An
educationatlegree(s)n marinesciencelaw, political science
or equivalentis desirableApplicationswill beacceptedintil a



gualified candidatés found. For moreinformation,please
contactNancyBaron,1 805892-2515or 1 805450-3158,
baron@nceas.ucsb.edu.

New Publications

TheAsia Sectionof SCBis pleasedo announcehe publication
of Conservation Biology in Asia in November2006.The
volumeis dedicatedo the 24 conservationists/ho lost their
livesin theline of duty in a helicoptercrashin easterrNepalon
23 September2006.The461-pagéook has29 papersdited
by Jef McNeely, Tom McCarthy Andrew Smith, Linda
WhittakerandEric WikramnayakeThebookis indexedby
subject,country andauthor Partialsupportfor the publication
wasprovidedby SCBandResourceslimalayaFoundation|f
you areinterestedn receivinga copy of the book, please
contactPraladyonzon,Resources$limalayaFoundationGPO
Box 2448,KathmanduNepal,+9771 5537502 FAX +9771
5551930 habitat@resourceshimalayayor

In Decembe006,the DesertFishesTeamreleasedhereport
An Analysis of Recovery Plan Implementation for Threatened
and Endangered Warm Water Fishes of the Gila River Basin.
Thereportfoundthatfederalandstateagenciesn the United
Statesarefailing to implementrecoveryplansfor eight
endangeredndthreatenedishesof the Gila River basinin
ArizonaandNew Mexico. The analysisfoundthatapproved
recoveryplansfor thesespecieswhich havebeenin placefor
nineto 28 years,providesoundconservatiorprogramsput few
recommendedctionshavebeenimplementedThereport
concludedhatnon-nativefishesandotheraquaticspeciesare
the principal barrierto recoveryof warmwaterfishesin the
Gila River basin.DesertFishesTeamis anindependengroup
of biologistsfrom agenciesacademiaandnon-governmental
organizationgnterestedn conservatiorof nativefishesin the
desertsouthwestTheteaméreportsareavailableat
www.nativefishlab.nebr by contactingDesertFishesTeam,
P.O.Box 16815,Phoenix AZ 85011-6815,USA,
steferud@cox.net.

TheinternationalEstuarineResearctederatioERF)
announceshe publicationof a specialissueof Estuaries and
Coasts, abimonthly scientificjournalthatreportsresearch
aboutecosystemattheland-sednterface. The Decembe2006
issue focusedon environmentalmpactsof hurricanesn
coastalareasjs publicly availableon ERF&Website,
www.erf.og. The specialissuecompilesresultsof researctand
long-termmonitoringto examinelarge,anomaloustormsin
the contextof long-termtrends.Scientistsandmanagergrom
morethan25 institutionscontributedto theissue.

Meetings

The conferencePeople and Land in a New Century: A
Blueprint for Conservation That Works will be held 3D5April
2007in Fort Collins, Colorado USA. Whatconservatioris

todayis highly debatableWhatis not debatablehowever is
thattoday®conservatiorns quite unlike whatwe haveseenin
the past.Focusingon topicsrangingfrom livable citiesto
economidncentives conferenceorganizeropeto sketcha
blueprintthatcaptureghe diverseanddynamicingredientsof
anemergingconservationlnvited speakergrepractitioners
who areshapinghow conservatiorcurrentlyis being
implementedAmongthe speakersvill be DanKemmis,Jodi
Hilty, Curt Meine,David Orr, CourtneyWhite, Lora Lucero,
Todd Graham Diane Syndey Craig Groves,JonatharAdams,
PeterForbesWilliam Ginn, Bob Budd, Tony Cheng,David
Clesleioicz,andRick Knight. The conferences freeandopen
to all; registrationis not necessaryFor moreinformationvisit
www.warnercnicolostate.edu/plnc/

The 2007 annualmeetingof the InternationalSocietyfor
Biological andEnvironmentaRepositoriegISBER),
International Biobanking Standards, will be held 30 May B2
Junein SingaporeThis will bethe societyé¥irst meetingin the
Asia Pacificregion.The meetingwill featureplenarysessions,
interactiveworkshopscommercialworkshopsgcontributed
paperspostersessionsandfocusedroundtabldunch
discussionsVendorsfrom aroundtheworld will demonstrate
thelatestproducts servicesandtechnologyin thefield of
repositoryandspecimercollection. Topicswill includeanimal
andenvironmentaftepositoriespiobankingin Asia and
Australasiaplantandseedrepositoriesmuseunrepositories,
humanspecimerrepositoriesjegalandethicalissues,
repositoryinformationsystemsrepositorytechnologies,
cryogenicsandcell preservationandcell culture.For more
information, visit www.isberorg/mtgs/2007/index.htrrdr
contactRobertHewitt, Departmenbf Pathology National
University Hospital,Singapore;+65 67724315,
pathre@nus.edu.sg.

TheFourthinternationalPartnerdn Flight ConferenceZundra
to Tropics: Connecting Birds, Habitats and People, will beheld
13bi16a~ebruary2008in McAllen, Texas,USA. The conference
themewill be sharedwith the 2008InternationalMigratory
Bird Day (www.birddayorg/). The conferencewill focuson
internationalconnectionghatfurtherbird andhabitat
conservatiorthroughoutthe westernhemisphereTwo typesof
concurrenpapersessionwvill focusonissuesn bird
conservationln additionto standardsessiongypical of
meetingsof scientific societiessessiongollowed by a
facilitateddiscussiorsessiorwill aimto producea strategic
actionplanto bedistributedto all partnerswithin weeksof the
conferenceThe programalsowill includekeynotespeakers,
vendors socialeventsa postersessiona variety of single-day
andmultiple-daybirding field trips, anda proceedingshatwill
include paperdevelopedrom postersDetailswill be posted
onthe Partnersn Flight Web site (www.partnersinflight.ay)
anddistributedthroughvariousbird conservatiodistservsas
theydevelop.In the meantimegcontactTerry Rich
(terry_rich@fws.govith inquiries.



A Field Report from the IMoSEB Meeting in Montreal

Presidentlacque£hiracandthe Frenchgovernmentare
supportinga newinternationainitiative on biodiversity They
arefunding a seriesof regionalconsultatiormeetinggo gather
input on needsandoptionsfor an InternationaMechanisnmof
Scientific Expertiseon Biodiversity IMoSEB). | attendedhe
first consultativemeeting which washeld 30b31Januaryin
Montreal.Essentiallythe initiative stemsfrom a belief that
biodiversityknowledgeis not effectively reachingdecision
makersIn otherwords,sciencedoesnot influencepolicy
simply by existing.

To addresdow sciencecanbetterinform
decisionmaking,aninternationalsteering
committeeorganizedaninitial meetingin Paris
in DecembeR006to launchthe process.
Subsequentlythe IMoSEB ExecutiveCommittee
identified the following needgo be consideredat
subsequentonsultatiormeetings.

¥Transferbiodiversityinformationfrom science
andotherformsof knowledgeto decisionmakers
¥Provideindependenscientificinformationto
supportinternationalconventionsandtreatieson
biodiversity

¥Build capacityto predictthe consequencesf
biodiversityloss

¥Providescientificadviceon emeging threatsto
biodiversityandprovide supportto thoseconcerned
aboutor trying to amelioratepotentialthreats
¥Communicateéiodiversityscienceo relevant
audiences

¥Providescientific supportto assessmergndmonitoring
efforts

¥Reducethe lag time betweerpublicationof scientific
resultsandtheir incorporationinto decisionmaking

Fouroptionswereidentifiedto addresgheseneeds.

¥Developa partnershipwith existinginstitutionsor
mechanismssuchasthe United NationsEnvironment
Programmeor Conventionon Biological Diversity (CBD),
operatingastheir informationcarrier

¥Createa newinstitution, suchasthe Intergovernmental
Panelon Climate Changg(IPCC), thatwould be devotedto
assessmerandcommunicatiorof biodiversityknowledge
¥Proposehatthe IPCC developa biodiversitybranch
¥Enhanceexistingnetworksof scientistsandother
knowledgecommunitiego disseminaténformation

Substantiatliscussiorat the consultativemeetingfocusedon
theseneedsandoptions.The generalsentimentvasthat
somethingnustbe doneto stemthe high ratesof biodiversity
lossworldwide,andthe Conventionon Biological Diversity
(CBD) is notdoingits job. Someattendeesveremore
sympathetido the CBD, notingthatcountriesarestill
strugglingto implementthe CBD andneedmoretime. Most
meetingattendeegxpressedheir belief thattheimpedimento
slowingratesof biodiversitylossis not a lack of scienceput
realizingactionon the scienceln otherwords,the natureand
cause®f biodiversitylossareknown, but gapsin information

see IMOSEB, page 15
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