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Policy Director Joins SCB 
SCB is delighted to welcome John
Fitzgerald as our societyÕs first Policy
Director. John began working with SCB
on 4 January. Many thanks to the search
committee, chaired by Mike Dombeck, 
for contributing their energy, expertise,
and experience to the search process.

John is a member of the District of
Columbia Bar. He has worked with an
array of conservation organizations and
governments to evaluate strategies
and secure improvements in
federal and international law
and policy in the areas of
natural resource
conservation, anti-
corruption measures,
international
development, and socially
and environmentally
responsible investing. In
recent years, for example, he
helped various groups
work with United States
Representative Pelosi and
United States senators
Leahy, Lugar, and others to
improve United States environmental and
governance standards for multilateral
development banks.

John served in the Policy Bureau at the
U.S. Agency for International
Development, evaluating and reporting to
Congress and the public on the
environmental impact of USAID and
proposed World Bank projects. His early
methods for ranking nationsÕstewardship
of natural and human resources
contributed to development of a foreign
assistance initiative, the Millennium
Challenge Account and Corporation.

As chief counsel at Defenders of Wildlife
for ten years, John was a leader in the
Endangered Species Coalition. He lobbied
and coordinated litigation to improve the

January in Washington, D.C. was remarkable, with temperatures approximately seven
degrees Celsius greater than average. During its first days in session, the new United
States Congress began to shift recent subsidies for oil and gas to renewable sources.
Further, in two small but notable exceptions to its current approach of providing
approximately level funding across most federal agencies for the remainder of fiscal year
2007, the House of Representatives has moved to provide $335 million of additional
support to the National Science Foundation and $300 million more for renewable energy
and efficiency programs. At the same time, Congress appointed new leaders and

committee and subcommittee chairs in the Senate and the House
of Representatives for the first time in twelve years. 

Encouraging news in January also came from the
global environmental community, illustrating
rapidly increasing interest in socially and
environmentally responsible investment. For
example, the United Nations Environment
ProgrammeÕs Finance Initiative (UNEPFI) and

its progeny, the United Nations Principles for
Responsible Investment, are working with

Washington, D.C.-based World Resources Institute
(WRI) to explore how finance, investment, and
capital markets are related to biological diversity
and ecosystem services. UNEPFI and WRI
currently are scoping donor funding opportunities
to support a multi-year program of work.

In addition, UNEPFI plans to publish a ÒCEOBriefÓ
during the second quarter of 2007. This document will present the financial services
business case for addressing loss of species and ecosystems and examine emerging
opportunities for the financial services sector. During 2007, UNEPFI expects to deliver a

SCB Launches Major Initiative to Apply Science to
North American and Global Environmental Policy 

Viewpoint: Flight to Extinction?
by J.C. Daniel
We are a people addicted to rituals that we observe religiously and forget the next
moment. One such ritualistic program is wildlife week. Every year in the first week of
October, forestry departments throughout [India] become active. The minister makes a
speech, a simple rehash of the speech made by his many predecessors, or plants a
sapling. It is safer for the department for the minister to make the speech; saplings have a
way of dying and it would be awkward to have the minister plant again in the same pit
the next year. Of course there is always the happy chance that the minister may not last
the year. We feel that the members of the [Bombay Natural History] Society spread all
over the country should spend the wildlife year, starting with the Wildlife Week in
October, more constructively. Why not do something as simple as keeping a count of the
vultures that you see in the skies or the world around you for a year. Vultures, once an 

see Policy , page 8

see Daniel , page 15
see Fitzgerald , page 9
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SCB has honored six individuals and organizations for their
outstanding contributions to advancing the science and practice
of conserving EarthÕs biological diversity. Recipients of the
2007 awards were nominated by members of SCB, selected by
the Awards Committee, and approved by the Board of
Governors. The awards will be presented on 4 July during the
2007 annual meeting in Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Kathryn
Saterson, chair of the Awards Committee, noted that the awards
Òrecognize exceptional efforts by individuals and institutions to
understand and communicate human impacts on biological
diversity and to develop approaches to improved conservation
management and policy.Ó

¥ EDWARD T. LAROE III MEMORIAL AWARD ¥

The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given to an
individual who has made major research contributions to
conservation biology and has been a leader in translating their
work to inform policy.

Jeremy Jackson

Jeremy Jackson (Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of California, San Diego) was recognized for his
international research on the adverse effects of overfishing on
marine ecosystems, his development of the ÒShifting BaselinesÓ
public education program, and the creation of the Center for
Marine Biodiversity and Conservation at Scripps. JacksonÕs
research has altered our understanding of the magnitude of
human impacts on marine ecosystems.

¥ DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS ¥

JC Daniel

JC Daniel (Bombay Natural History Society, India) was cited
for his contributions to wildlife conservation in India and
beyond through stewardship of the Bombay Natural History
Society and mentoring the next generation of Indian wildlife
scientists. Shortly after IndiaÕs independence, Daniel took up
the stewardship of the Bombay Natural History Society and the
structuring of the conservation movement in India. He helped
garner international and Indian government attention to a
variety of taxa in India ranging from the tiger to the golden
gecko. Daniel also mentored young scientists, and participated
in governmental committees.

Rodolfo Dirzo

Rodolfo Dirzo (Stanford University, United States) was
honored for his contributions to conservation science and
education in Mexico, Latin America, and beyond. Not only
does Dirzo have an extremely productive research record, he
also has made an extraordinary impact on the environmental

2007 Society for Conservation Biology Awards

decision-making and policy-making process in Mexico and
other countries. His research in plant population ecology and
plantÐanimal relationships has increased understanding of
human impacts on ecosystem structure and function.

Malcolm Hunter

Malcolm Hunter (University of Maine, United States) was
acknowledged for his contributions to the field of conservation
biology and for superb leadership as President of the Society of
Conservation Biology as it evolved into a more international
organization. Hunter is an outstanding conservation biologist
with an extensive research record in ecosystem management.
He authored one of the leading conservation biology textbooks.
Hunter has a long history of substantive involvement with the
Society for Conservation Biology and served as its president
from 2001 to 2003.

Kathryn MacKinnon

Kathryn MacKinnon (World Bank) was honored for her
contributions to global biodiversity conservation through her
leadership and tireless efforts to ensure that conservation
science influences the policies and programs of the World Bank
and the Global Environment Facility throughout the developing
world. As the World BankÕs lead biodiversity specialist,
MacKinnonÕs reach is global, extending from community
leaders, to World Bank staff, to national and international
leaders in development and conservation.

Nature Kenya

Nature Kenya, a small but extremely effective non-government
organization in Nairobi, was acknowledged for its pioneering
conservation and education work in Kenya. Nature Kenya has
increased local involvement in protection of Important Bird
Areas through the development and training of local site
support groups. These groups have been highly successful in
providing cost effective sustainable conservation management.
Nature Kenya has trained thousands of birdwatchers through
thirty years of weekly birdwatching walks. Nature Kenya has
shared the experience it has gained with surrounding countries.
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UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

AFRICA

On 20 December 2006, the Africa Section of SCB was awarded
a grant by the MacArthur Foundation for travel and mentoring
support. This gives us great hope for expanding our capacity in
Africa and across the globe.

Growth of the Section

The Africa Section has benefited substantially from SCBÕs
ongoing efforts to internationalize. The section has grown and
is becoming increasingly prominent in the African conservation
community and internationally. Our mission is to create a
dynamic and effective network of conservation biologists and
practitioners that furthers professional development in the
conservation field, to bridge the gap between Francophone and
Anglophone countries and between scientists and policy-
makers, and to support the participation of women in
conservation. The section aims to become a pan-African
conservation network that brings together scientists and
development practitioners. We are making progress toward
achieving this mission by managing an effective network of
conservation biologists, contributing to conservation research
efforts in Africa, and establishing an active group of young
female conservation biologists. The Board of Directors will
reflect and evaluate our successes; identify our strengths,
weaknesses, and opportunities; and develop a strategic plan for
the years ahead.

Achievements in 2006

2006 was a vibrant year for the Africa Section. The section
collaborated with the Tropical Biology Association, recipient of
a 2005 SCB Distinguished Service Award, to develop and
implement the Young Women Conservation BiologistsÕ
Scholarship Program.

A collection of papers presented at SCBÕs 2004 annual meeting
during a symposium on conservation in areas of high
population density in sub-Saharan Africa was published in the
January 2007 issue of Biological Conservation (volume 134,
pages 155Ð288). This set of 11 peer-reviewed papers was edited
by Norbert Cordeiro, Neil Burgess, Delali Dovie, Beth Kaplin,
Andrew Plumptre, and Robert Marrs.

The section established a Social Science and Gender
Committee. The broad working mandates of the committee are
(1) to pursue societal issues in the interest of the section and
SCB that focus on equity in all aspects of the sectionÕs agenda
and programs and (2) to address social dimensions of
conservation issues on the continent and in partnership with
other sections, working groups, and teams.

The Young Women Conservation Biologists has grown from a
committee of four to a group of 27 members. The group is
developing a Web-based clearinghouse for information.

Section Elections

Section elections in 2006 demonstrated the progress the section
has made in raising awareness about its existence and mission
in the conservation community in Africa. Fifteen nominations,
11 for African nationals, were received for five open positions.

Acknowledgments

Many thanks to the entire Board of Directors (Ron Abrams,
Phoebe Barnard, Erika Barthelmess, Nobby Cordeiro, Delali
Dovie, Christina Ellis, Paula Kahumbu, Beth Kaplin, Shedrack
Mashauri, Michel Masozera, Nick Oguge, and Alison Ormsby),
associate members of the board, and members of the section for
their efforts in 2006.

Ron Abrams

ASIA

On 11 December 2006 in Kathmandu, Donald Clark, Director
of USAID in Nepal, launched the book Conservation Biology in
Asia along with a new rhinoceros poster and the 2006 issue of
Habitat Himalaya. With an audience of more than 200 guests
and students, Clark marked International Mountain Day 2006
by launching a special student edition of the book. The section
printed 200 copies of the book as a low-priced edition
(US$1.38) for Nepali students. The volume is dedicated to 24
conservationists who lost their lives in the line of duty in a
helicopter crash in eastern Nepal on 23 September 2006. Partial
support for the publication was provided by SCB and
Resources Himalaya Foundation. For more details, see page 19.

Pralad Yonzon

EUROPE

In November 2006, the Europe Section held its annual
elections. Three positions on the Board of Directors were open.
It was encouraging to see so many section members willing to
run for election and participating in the vote; we offer our
thanks, and hope that this enthusiasm will be reflected in
committee activities during 2007. Two board members, Isabel
Sousa Pinto (Portugal) and Owen Nevin (United Kingdom),
were reelected to a second term. 

Vassiliki Kati (Greece) also joined the board. Vassiliki is based
in northwestern Greece in the Department of Environmental
and Natural Resources Management, University of Ioannina.
Prior to her election to the Board, Vassiliki was actively
involved with the sectionÕs policy committee.

The board thanks Georgia Valaoras, whose one-year term of
office ended in December, for all her work on behalf of the
section. We look forward to continuing to work with her to
further the efforts of SCB in Europe.



Our section committees were active throughout 2006. In
January 2007, new chairs for the communications and policy
committees were appointed. Pierre Ibisch (pibisch@fh-
eberswalde.de) has replaced Martin Dieterich as chair of the
policy committee, and Barbara Livoreil (BLivoreil@aol.com)
has replaced Isabel Sousa Pinto as chair of the communications
committee. Thanks to Isabel and Martin for their leadership of
these committees over the last few years. The membership and
education committees remain under the leadership of Cagan
Sekercioglu (cagan@stanford.edu) and Renato Massa
(renato.massa@unimib.it), respectively. If you are interested in
becoming actively involved in any of our committee activities
please contact the committee chair.

Building on the success of the first European Congress on
Conservation Biology, the board has begun planning for a
second congress in 2009. The board currently is considering
proposals submitted by three potential hosts of the congress.
The book of abstracts from the first congress may be
downloaded from www.eccb2006.org.

As always, the board encourages the participation of section
members in the activities of the section. Please contact
the board (europe@
conservationbiology.org) with your
questions or comments.

Owen Nevin

MARINE

In recent months, the Marine
Section has been busy with in-
person and telephone board
meetings in an effort to energize
the section and integrate newly
elected board members (Phaedra
Doukakis, Amber Himes, Chris Parsons, and
Anne Salomon). Ellen Hines is now president of
the section.

Board Meeting

The most significant meeting was held 20Ð21 October, 2006 at
the Friday Harbor LaboratoriesÕWhiteley Center on San Juan
Island, Washington, USA. Board members revised the mission
statement and goals of the section to better reflect international
and integrative marine conservation science and policy and
identified tasks to accomplish these new goals. These changes
will soon appear on our Web page and will provide guidance
for creating a stronger, more effective community of marine
conservation practitioners.

The board further honed the idea of a meeting of SCBÕs Marine
Section. By choosing Washington, D.C. as a venue, the board
hopes to maximize the relevancy of the meeting in the policy
realm and to attract international participation. ÒInternational
Marine Conservation CongressÓ was selected as a name and
April 2008 was set as the target for convening the meeting.

Plans were made to improve the sectionÕs Web site
(www.conbio.org/Sections/Marine/) and better utilize the
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listserv. The next meeting of the board will take place 15Ð18
March at Moss Landing, California.

Marine Section Survey

In November 2006, the Marine Section launched a survey to
better understand the needs of the membership and broader
marine conservation community, with the ultimate goal of
making the section more relevant, useful, vibrant, and effective.
The survey closed on 31 December. Approximately 180 people
responded, 93% of whom were SCB members. A full report on
survey results will be available on the section Web site after 1
March. Thanks to all who participated. 

2007 Annual Meeting

Marine themes will be highlighted during SCBÕs 2007 annual
meeting. Symposium topics will include design of marine
protected areas and ecosystem consequences of fishing, while
organized discussions will include communicating the science
of marine reserves.

In the News

Some major decisions in marine
conservation occurred during the past few

months. Before adjourning, the United
States Congress passed a revised and

improved ocean fisheries management
law, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery

Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act of 2006. In November
2006, the United Nations General Assembly

decided not to ban high-seas bottom trawling.

Phaedra Doukakis

NORTH AMERICA

Policy Framework for North America

North America contains extraordinary levels of biodiversity that
are distinctive on a global scale. More than fifty percent of the
worldÕs temperate rainforests occur on the continent, extending
from Alaska and British Columbia to just south of San
Francisco Bay. Appalachian mixed-mesophytic forests, the
KlamathÐSiskiyou, and long-leaf pine forests in the
southeastern United States are among the most species-rich
temperate forests in the world. The vast tundra, taiga, and
boreal forests of Canada and Alaska are a global sink for
carbon and harbor continentally significant populations of large
carnivores. Further, the Chihuahuan and Sonoran deserts
contain a remarkable diversity of cactuses. North America also
is noteworthy with respect to its freshwater and marine systems,
including southeastern rivers and streams, the Everglades,
Bering Sea, and Monterey and Chesapeake bays. 

Despite their global importance, the ecological state of many
terrestrial, marine, and freshwater systems across North
America is poor, and climate change threatens to trigger a
considerable number of species extinctions. Moreover, science



attend the joint meeting and participate in our policy framework
discussions. We view the joint meeting as a way to initiate
gatherings of the North America Section during years in which
SCBÕs annual meeting is held outside North America. The 2007
ICOET meeting will feature a half-day section-organized
symposium on key topics in conservation biology that relate to
transportation planning, as well as a membership meeting of the
North American Section. Both the symposium and the
membersÕmeeting will be held on 24 May.

For further details about the policy framework initiative, please
contact me at dominick@nccsp.org.

Dominick DellaSalla

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Several symposium proposals related to freshwater
conservation were accepted for presentation at the 2007 annual
meeting. These include Freshwater conservation assessment,
planning, governance and management: case studies, emerging
issues, and key lessons from around the world.

The field trip Freshwater conservation challenges, which was
initiated by the working group, will be held on Sunday, 1 July.
Only 35 places are available. We hope to see you there. 

Bob Pressey will facilitate a four-day pre-conference short
course, Systematic conservation planning and the role of
software: from data to implementation and management. One
day will be dedicated to case studies from terrestrial, marine,
and freshwater systems.  

ÒNew international efforts for freshwater research, education,
and conservation: a report from the Society for Conservation
BiologyÕs Freshwater Working Group,Ó was accepted for
presentation as a poster at the 2007 International Conference on
Ecology and Transportation, which will be held in Little Rock,
Arkansas, from 20Ð25 May. Thanks to Than Hitt for taking the
lead in developing the poster.

The board has initiated a strategic planning process for the
working group. In order to incorporate membersÕviews in the
planning process, the board is preparing a survey that will be
distributed to the members soon. We encourage all working
group members to participate in the survey so that your voice
can be heard.

The Nature Conservancy has granted SCB funds to sponsor a
considerable number of two-year memberships in developing
countries (see page 10). This is an excellent opportunity to
increase the number of members in the working group. The
Board of Directors is still addressing equitable ways to select
candidates for sponsorship.

Aventino Kasangaki

has been marginalized, manipulated, and suppressed in policy
debates, as documented by the Union of Concerned Scientists
(www.ucsusa.org/scientific_integrity/interference/a-to-z-guide-
to-political.html). The recent change in leadership in the United
States Congress, however, provides an opportunity for scientists
to play a more active role in policy debates, particularly with
respect to laws and policies that require careful attention to
biodiversity conservation and sustainability.

A conservation-policy framework for North America would
help SCB in meeting the requests of its members to take a more
active role in influencing scienceÐpolicy debates. The purpose
of this framework would be to craft a compelling argument for
biodiversity conservation in the context of national security.
The framework would need to address the Òroot causesÓ of
system declines and the consequences of biodiversity losses to
the social, economic, and biological fabric of each nation. It
would need to be presented in a style easily understood by the
general public, political leaders, interest groups, and the media.
Fortunately, we can draw from numerous published regional
and national assessments, as well as the breadth of SCBÕs
membership, to assess policy priorities rapidly.

In the coming months, SCB can set the stage for applying
science-based solutions to biodiversity policies in North
America as the Society begins to implement its strategic plan.
Examples of activities driven by a policy framework intended
to inform priority conservation policies might include (1)
publication of a white paper on temperate rainforests of North
America coincident with key policy actions such as
implementation of conservation agreements for rainforests and
proactive conservation efforts for the Northern Spotted Owl by
the government of British Columbia, (2) a restoration-policy
paper that includes a list of restoration priorities for specific
land cover types (restoration legislation soon may be introduced
in the United States Congress); (3) a climate-change policy
document to inform the debate on Òglobal warming;Ó the
United States Congress will be holding hearings on this topic
soon, and (4) a short list of policy recommendations that can be
presented to interest groups during key elections (e.g.,
presidential campaign in the United States). Additionally, SCB
might use a policy framework as a platform for hosting
scienceÐpolicy forums on specific topics, such as post-fire
management in fire prone regions. 

Certainly conservation groups in North America already are
employing similar tactics. However, SCB is unusual in its
ability to marshal significant resources through its extensive
science-based membership, an asset accessible to few other
conservation groups. The tactical use of SCB resources would
be especially effective in influencing policy when employed in
tandem with conservation groups and others that enjoy a wide
circle of political influence and expertise.

To help launch SCBÕs North America policy framework, we
have secured a meeting room for the morning of Thursday, 24
May during the joint meeting of the North America Section and
the International Conference on Ecology and Transportation,
which will be held 20Ð25 May 2007 in Little Rock, Arkansas
(www.conbio.org/Sections/NAmerica/nameetings.CFM). We
invite all members of SCB who reside in North America to
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SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Online Conservation Social Science Catalog

To maximize the value of our Conservation Social Science
Catalog, please consider writing a section on your discipline,
approach, or tool. Visit www.conbio.org/workinggroups/
sswg/catalog/index.cfm to learn which areas of the catalog
would benefit from your input and where your course or
workshop materials might contribute. We also seek new
members of the Conservation Committee to help improve,
update, and maintain the catalog, as well as to assist with
outreach, including training and workshops, by the Social
Science Working Group to the broader conservation
community. Even if you are unable to volunteer over the long
term, please visit the catalogue and send us both your feedback
on strengths and suggestions for improvement. If you have any
questions, please contact Conservation Committee member
Rodolfo Tello (rtello@umd.edu).

Graduate Student Toolkit Submitted for Publication

The Student Affairs Committee has been productive in recent
months. Based on conversations among several members at the
2006 annual meeting, we prepared a manuscript, A Tool-Kit
for Graduate Students Working in Transdisciplinary
Conservation: Letters from the Field, which is currently in
review. We also published a more interactive version of
this document on our Web site
(http://conbio.net/workinggroups/
sswg/toolkit/index.cfm). We hope that the
interactive document will provide useful
information for other graduate students
struggling to accomplish conservation work at the intersection
of social and natural sciences.

Student Affairs Committee Publishes in 
Ecology and Society

Two members of the Student Affairs Committee, Josh Drew
(Boston University) and Adam Henne (University of Georgia),
published a paper, ÒConservation Biology and Traditional
Ecological Knowledge: Integrating Academic Disciplines for
Better Conservation Practice,Ó in Ecology and Society
(www.ecologyandsociety.org). The paper examines some of the
reasons why natural and social sciences have had difficulties
collaborating in the past in addition to the attributes of
successful multidisciplinary projects. 

Among the goals of the working group is to Òfoster the use of
social scientific knowledge to help solve conservation
problems.Ó Traditional Ecological Knowledge is gaining ground
as a component of project analysis, and is historically acquired
using social science research methods. We congratulate Josh
and Adam not only on the publication itself, but also on moving
the discussion forward. We look forward to engaging more
students in working group and committee activities. If you have
any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Student
Affairs Committee chair Josh Drew (jdrew@bu.edu).

Nejem Raheem

The Society for Conservation Biology and the Cedar Tree
Foundation are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2007
David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship:Victoria
Bakker, Julia Baum, Jedediah Brodie, and Peter McIntyre. The
Fellows were selected on 9 January from a pool of highly
qualified recent recipients of Ph.D.s from around the world.

The David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship seeks
to find solutions to the most pressing conservation challenges in
the United States. Each FellowÕs research is conducted in
partnership with a major academic institution and a practice-
based conservation organization to help bridge the gap between
theory and application. 

Victoria Bakker will be based at the University of California,
Santa Cruz, where she will concentrate on the project
ÒConnecting monitoring data to conservation action:
development of population viability management strategies for
rare and endangered carnivoresÓ under the academic
mentorship of Daniel Doak and Kevin Crooks and in
partnership with Scott Morrison of The Nature Conservancy.

Julia Baum will be based at the
University of California, San Diego,
where she will conduct the project
ÒSharks on coral reefs: estimating

baseline abundances and ecosystem
consequences of their eliminationÓ

with academic mentors Fiorenza
Micheli and Enric Sala and partners Rod Salm and Pamela
Weiant of The Nature Conservancy.

Jedediah Brodie will examine ÒUnderstanding and mitigating
the effects of climate change on the elkÐaspen interaction in the
northern Rocky Mountains, USAÓ at Pennsylvania State
University. He will work under the academic mentorship of
Eric Post and in partnership with Joel Berger of the Wildlife
Conservation Society.

Peter McIntyr e will be based at the University of Michigan,
where he will complete the project ÒConnecting fish
management to ecosystem functioning: a nutrient-based
approachÓ with academic mentor David Allan and in
partnership with Robin Abell of the World Wildlife Fund and
Patrick Doran of The Nature Conservancy.

The ProgramÕs Executive Director, Michael Dombeck, says,
ÒThe Smith Fellowship enables young scientists to improve and
expand their research skills and direct their research efforts
toward problems of pressing conservation concern, to bridge
the gap between research and application.Ó The FellowsÕ
research projects focus on urgent conservation issues, but they
also learn directly about the challenges and rewards of
applying science to conservation. The programÕs focus is to
enlarge the FellowsÕprofessional opportunities and ensure
future success by helping them build relationships in the
conservation and research communities and by providing
opportunities for professional development through targeted
workshops and training events.

2007 Smith Conservation Fellows





listen and observe the potential power of
changes in policy.

Policies addressing climate change,
environmental standards in international
aid and trade, and the defense of science
and scientists in government agencies are
just a few of the many areas that might
benefit from SCBÕs expertise. SCBÕs
policy vision is broad, extending not only
to the United States federal government
but, as described in our strategic plan, to
other governments, international
institutions, and foundations. We expect
that these important organizations will
welcome our help if it is offered in a way
that is relevant and timely.

Implementation of changes in
environmental policy typically requires a
combination of financial incentives or
penalties, legal limits (such as liability for
damages), technology, and education and
social pressure. Accordingly, sustained
and diverse efforts usually are necessary
to achieve major policy objectives. In
January, for example, the new
Congressional committees held hearings
not only on climate change but on the
suppression of science in climate change
research and reporting. A report featured
at the hearing by the House Government
Oversight and Reform Committee was
coauthored by SCB member Francesca
Grifo, Senior Scientist and Director of the
Union of Concerned ScientistsÕScientific
Integrity Program. Making a long term
commitment to the issue, the House
Committee on Science created a
subcommittee devoted in large part to
investigating the suppression of science.
The Policy Committee has asked the
Board of Governors to consider how SCB
might contribute data and analysis on
these and other issues. The North
America Section also will contribute to
development of SCBÕs policy agenda,
reflecting the geographic emphasis of the
philanthropic foundations that provided
initial support for the policy director and
policy program. 

Early in February we met with the new
staff directors of the two subcommittees
that traditionally are most closely
associated with conservation, the House
Natural Resources subcommittees on
Forests, National Parks, and Public Lands
and on Fish and Wildlife. Staff on both
subcommittees already were familiar with
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corporate biodiversity benchmark tool for
investors to measure company
performance in sustaining biological
diversity. For more information, visit
www.business-humanrights.org/Home or
contact biodiversity@unepfi.org. 

Fundamental changes in the 110th
Congress will affect environmental policy
not only in the United States, but around
the world. This Congress is at least
beginning to dedicate itself to the rule of
law and its own rules of procedure, to
scienceÕs preeminent place in policy, and
to addressing the United StatesÕ
responsibilities as an integral member of
the community of nations. For example,
Tom Lantos (Democrat of California), the
new chair of the House International
Relations Committee, not only has a
strong record on the environment
but was born in Hungary and
survived the holocaust. He is
acutely aware of the benefits
that international law and
diplomacy can bring to the
world. In the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations, Richard
Lugar of Indiana, the ranking
Republican and former committee
chair, and the committeeÕs current chair,
Joe Biden (Democrat of Delaware), are
internationalists who led the committeeÕs
approval of the Convention on Biological
Diversity by a vote of 16Ð3 in 1994. That
vote occurred just before Senator Jesse
Helms (Republican of North Carolina)
prevented ratification of the treaty by
threatening to bring all Senate action to a
halt. Helms is now retired.

Last week, I attended a briefing given by
several of the new chairs who are
members of the Progressive Caucus in the
House. Their eagerness energized
everyone in the room. The new chair of
the Finance Committee, Barney Frank,
enjoyed recounting that many participants
in the Davos World Economic Forum
were shocked to hear that the Doha round
of trade agreements might not be
approved if it was sent to Congress in its
current form. Frank implied that this
Congress will consider very carefully the
impact of trade on labor and the
environment at home and abroad. I spoke
with a staffer to Charley Rangle, chair of
the Ways and Means Committee (which

has primary jurisdiction over trade issues),
noting that we may be able to offer the
expertise of the Society for Conservation
Biology and its members on conservation
issues that arise in trade agreements, from
control of non-native species to ways of
determining the origin and composition of
traded species of wood.

Several days earlier, E.O. Wilson, Peter
Raven, Jim McCarthy (Professor of
Biological Oceanography at Harvard
University), Jim Hansen (a senior climate
scientist at the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration), and other kindred
spirits joined leaders of evangelical
associations and churches to announce an
ongoing dialogue and program on saving
creation. Senators McCain, Lugar,
Obama, and others sent letters of support
to the group. Afterward, Hansen told me

he would be glad to review
any papers SCB might
prepare on climate change

and conservation
biology. Raven

suggested
that SCB
increase its

profile in
Asia and

India in particular,
and I told him that SCBÕs

2009 annual meeting will be in China.
Wilson suggested that SCB note the
announcement of many new positions in
biological sciences at Christian colleges
around the United States. 

On 1 February, the John H. Chafee lecture
at the National Committee on Science and
the Environment was presented by Larry
Brilliant, Executive Director of
Google.org, a philanthropic foundation
supported by the company. Brilliant
highlighted the massive human health
effects of climate change and the
challenges it presents for adaptation and
preparation. Lifetime achievement
awardee Theo Colborn discussed the
increasing rates of endocrine disorders in
animals and humans caused by synthetic
chemicals. Tim Wirth, former senator and
delegate to the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development in Rio
de Janeiro and current President of the
United Nations Foundation, was one of
many decision-makers who attended that
lecture and the news conference on the
evangelicalÐscience dialogue simply to

Policy , from page 1



SCB. They were pleased to learn that our members are
organized and accessible by expertise, location, and discipline
(e.g., public policy and education). These subcommittees will
be considering management of roadless areas and fisheries, and
are eager to hear our suggestions for oversight hearings. We
soon will introduce SCB to the Government Oversight and
Reform Committee, which held the hearing on suppression of
climate science, and new Senate staff on the Oceans
subcommittee, which already includes at least one member of
the Society.

Congressional actions in January and early February indicate
that science and, in particular, environmental science and its
bearing on economic and other policy will be taken quite
seriously in the current Congress. Consideration of science will
affect oversight, budget allocations for taxing and spending,
authorization of new standards and initiatives, and engagement
in international law. The Executive and Judicial branches will
follow. SCB and its partners will be ready to offer scientific
expertise to inform these policy processes and decisions.

John Fitzgerald

If you would like more information on the priorities and actions of
different Representatives and Senators or wish to follow recent events
as this Congress takes up issues relevant to SCB!s mission, such as
budget requests from the administration for agency programs to the
oversight hearings described above, visit www.senate.gov and
www.house.gov
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protection of endangered and sensitive species in domestic and
international law. He prepared and coordinated the lawsuits that
ended United States agenciesÕassistance in building the Three
Gorges Dam in China and required listing decisions for
hundreds of candidates for listing under the Endangered
Species Act. He drafted the original dolphin-safe tuna labeling
law. John helped to strengthen oil spill legislation in the United
States as well as sanctions available against nations that
undermine international conservation agreements. He helped to
initiate several reforms and facilitated key listings under the
Convention on Trade in Endangered Species. John also helped
to negotiate the Convention on Biological Diversity and prevent
efforts to weaken its provisions.

John served as a legislative aide and subcommittee counsel in
the U.S. House of Representatives for more than five years,
contributing to the development of Superfund, energy
conservation, and other initiatives.

Fitzgerald came to Washington, D.C. in 1977 to establish the
office that evolved into both the U.S. Public Interest Research
Group and the National Public Interest Research Group
Network after directing the Earlham College office of the
Indiana Public Interest Research Group and chairing the
statewide Board of InPIRG throughout law school.

A note from Policy Director John Fitzgerald

As a political scientist, natural science is not my native
language. After spending the better part of my career in
wildlife conservation, environment, energy, responsive
government, and related issues, however, I have learned to
communicate well if scientists speak clearly and use enough
helpful metaphors. Then I usually can translate science for
policy makers, judges, elected representatives and agency
staff, and others. But most important is not what I am
able to say but how I may be able to help SCB members,
Regional Sections, and local chapters speak directly on
issues on which they are the experts, and speak together
on positions that SCB members share globally or across
North America.

It will take some time to assess our opportunities and
build on SCB’s existing capacity. The strength of our
publications and expertise of our members probably is
unsurpassed. Most policy makers who intend to remain in
public service actually value expert information above all.
Our job is to provide that information in a way that meets
their deadlines, in language that is accurate and effective
both in law and in science. We must provide expertise
without undeclared biases, in terms that clarify that the
relevant questions have been asked, responses weighed,
and alternative solutions presented with the best available
estimates of risks, costs, and benefits associated with
each. At best, we can begin by
helping policy makers ask the
critical questions of the
appropriate people. As such we
are best seen as adjunct staff,
asked for our advice, and
trusted to give honest answers
and creative suggestions that arise
from either what we know, or
expert suggestions about how to
proceed in the face of uncertainty.

We will continue to represent SCB
in arenas in which it has been
active, such as the Endangered
Species Coalition, and we will
respond to requests for technical
assistance from members of the
United States Congress and others
who seek our input in the near term.
What we undertake and how we undertake
it over time, however, will be determined by the Policy
Committee and the Board of Governors, who in turn will
seek guidance from all SCB’s members. 

The staff of the Executive Office and the several board
members and other leaders I have had the pleasure of
working with so far have made me feel most welcome and
appreciated. They say you can’t go home again, but if feels
like we are already there. Please feel free to contact me
at jfitzgerald@conbio.org. Thanks.

Fitzgerald , from page 1
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renewal forms as well as new-membership forms. Please send
any questions or suggestions regarding these changes to Kat
Powers. We greatly appreciate your assistance and patience
during this transition.

Philanthropic Consortia

Conservation Biology is registered in several major
philanthropic consortia. Full details are available at
www.blackwellpublishing.com/librarians/developing_countries.asp

International Association for the Promotion of Co-operation
with Scientists fr om the New Independent States of the
Former Soviet Union (INTAS). This program, funded by the
European Union, makes the full suite of BlackwellÕs science
and medical journals available for three years in all the libraries
in six former Soviet republics. Participating countries in 2006
were Armenia, Belarus, Moldova, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and
Ukraine. Each country pays a discounted rate for access and is
asked to maintain any existing subscriptions. Any non-
commercial institution within the country can register. See
www.inasp.info/peri/intas.shtml for more information.

International Network for the Availability of Scientific
Publications (INASP). The INASPprogram gives university
libraries in a number of developing countries access to
Blackwell journals for a nominal fee. Libraries in more than 50
countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and eastern Europe are
currently participating in this initiative. More information is
available at www.inasp.info/peri/intro.shtml

Access to Global Online Research in Agricultur e (AGORA).
Blackwell is one of the six founding publishers in this program,
which allows students, academics, and policy-makers in the
worldÕs poorest countries to gain free access to journals
covering the latest research in agriculture, fisheries, food,
nutrition, veterinary science, and related biological,
environmental, and social sciences. More than 150 of
BlackwellÕs titles are currently included in AGORA. For
details, visit www.aginternetwork.org/en/

At the end of 2005, nearly 4500 sites (in addition to
subscribers) had access to Conservation Biology through
consortial licensing, and that number has grown in the
intervening year. As a result, articles are benefiting from a
substantial readership and increasing citations.

Online Free

In August 2006, SCB made online versions of Society
publications free to members in developing countries. To
become a member of SCB or to assist your colleagues in
joining SCB, please visit www.conbio.org/join. The US$10
membership-only option gives residents of developing countries
automatic access to online publications. Please contact Kat
Powers (kpm@conbio.org) if you are unable to submit payment
online; other payment options are available. 

Sponsored membershipsare available for those in need.
Thanks to a grant from The Nature Conservancy (TNC), SCB is
currently offering two-year sponsored memberships to
individuals in developing countries. These memberships are
offered in conjunction with Online Free access to publications.
By late 2006, SCB had received more than 100 requests for
sponsored membership. Many requests already have been met.
During the two years of their membership, recipients will have
online access to Conservation Biology, Biological
Conservation, and Conservation magazine.

Please make your colleagues in developing countries aware of
these sponsored memberships. Requests for sponsorship are
available at www.conbio.org/Resources/Contact/. Individuals
who submit a request will be notified after their application has
been reviewed. The Executive Office will continue working
with Regional Sections, working groups, local chapters, and
various partners over the coming months to distribute
sponsored memberships equitably among developing countries.
Please direct any questions about sponsored memberships to
Kat Powers (kpm@conbio.org).

Membership and Subscription Structure

SCB has simplified its membership model, separating
subscriptions to publications from membership per se. Four
membership packages are available (see table). Members may
add additional items, such as subscriptions to affiliate
publications (e.g., Biological Conservation, Pacific
Conservation Biology) or contributions to scholarship
programs, to their package order.

The geographic pricing structure of subscriptions also has
changed. Subscription costs no longer vary as a function of
delivery address. Instead, we are charging a flat shipping feeÑ
20% of the package costÑfor locations outside of the United
States (the United States is the point of
origin for mailing). 

Discounts of 50% off the price of any
package are available to students,
members who are retired / emeritus, and
residents of developing countries. 

Changes to the membership and
subscription structure will be reflected on

Online Free, Sponsored Memberships, and Consortia Expand Access to 
SCB Benefits and Publications

SCB membership packages

Package 4 SCB membership + Conservation Biology + Conservation magazine 

Package 3 SCB membership + Conservation Biology

Package 2 SCB membership + Conservation magazine

Package 1 SCB membership



PRESIDENT ELECT

Luigi Boitani

I have been a member of SCB since 1987. In 2001 I helped in
organizing the Europe Section, of which I became the first
President for the triennium 2003Ð2005. Since January 2006 I
have been an ex officio member of the Board of Governors as
Chair of the Policy Committee. I fully support the
internationalization process and I believe that our Strategic Plan
provides the correct framework to achieve the goal of a
scientific organization that has an impact, with the best
available expertise, on the many initiatives and conventions that
deal with conservation issues at global and regional levels. In
particular, I think that SCB could usefully position itself in at
least some of the following strategic areas. (1) Playing a
scientific and technical advisory role to international
conventions and to national or regional policy makers, offering
scientific expertise on conservation issues, (2) serving as a link
between the scientific community and organizations such as
IUCN, MEA, UNEP, CBD, and so forth, and (3) being
proactive in exploring cutting-edge science applied to
conservation through appropriate task forces and workshops,
producing special publications or white papers on the most
relevant and controversial scientific issues of conservation at
global, regional, and national scales.

Javier Simonetti

SCB is bound to have a significant impact on conservation
science and practice worldwide. I aim to strengthen this role,
particularly by enhancing SCB activities related to conservation
education, informing policy, and internationalization. As Past
President of the Austral and Neotropical America Section, I am
familiar with what and how SCB can offer to the science and
practice of biological conservation, particularly in developing
countries. Networking human resources and logistic resources
and leveraging those resources to improve the research,
teaching, and practice of conservation, based on North-South
and South-South cooperation, is an achievable goal. As
President of SCB, I would work to fulfill such a goal. I have
devoted my career as Professor at Universidad de Chile to the
research and teaching of biodiversity conservation, aiming to
increase our scientific basis for decision-making regarding the
management and conservation of Latin American biodiversity. I
will rely on this experience and my service on governing
boards of organizations such as the Chilean Society of Ecology,
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the Chilean Committee for Biological Diversity, and the
Executive Committee of the Latin American Botanical Network
to promote the increasing role SCB ought to play worldwide.

NON-GOVERNMENT AL ORGANIZA TION

Lynn Lohr

I came to SCB at the recommendation of leading foundation
program officers devoted to the health of the global
environment. I appreciate the quality of SCBÕs programs,
especially its annual meeting, its publications, and most
recently my interaction with the Smith Fellows program. The
constant thread in my 30 year nonprofit career has been
working with charitable foundations. I studied them first to
obtain support for programs I was creating in the arts, folklore,
social history, and journalism. This path evolved into one of
philanthropic policy analysis and community advocacy in the
creation of new foundations. For the last seven and a half years
I have been the executive director of a forum of grantmakers,
the Consultative Group on Biological Diversity, devoted to
conserving and restoring biological diversity.

Gary Tabor

My involvement with SCB began as a conservation science
funder at the Kendall Foundation in 1994 and later by directing
the Wilburforce FoundationÕsYellowstone-to-Yukon program.
This led me to co-chair SCBÕs Development Committee.
During my tenure, I catalyzed growth of SCBÕs institutional
capacity. Beyond securing support for publications and
international capacity building, IÕve helped SCB raise resources
for strategic planning and facilitated the creation of new
development and policy staff positions. Having enhanced
SCBÕs core functions, I now seek election to the Board. My
talent in fundraising is only the means by which I seek to
improve the effectiveness of the conservation community. To
date I have worked with over 500 conservation organizations,
from grassroots operations to large international groups. I
played an integral part in establishing the Yellowstone to Yukon
Conservation Initiative, a large landscape conservation
collaborative involving over 240 conservation NGOs. While I
now direct Wildlife Conservation SocietyÕs North America
Program, I have also worked in Africa, South America, Asia
and Australia. I am neither a single-institution guy nor am I just
focused on one continent. I am able to work across institutional
cultures by bringing talented individuals together to work
collaboratively for conservation. This is my vision for SCB.

SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTION 2007
You may cast your vote using the attached ballot sheet, which can be removed and mailed without an

envelope. Or, starting 15 February 2007, you may cast your vote online at www.conbio.org.

In these statements, candidates were asked to focus on their objectives for and history with SCB.

Short versions of their curricula vitae are available on the Web site. Votes must be received by 10 April 2007.



GOVERNMENT AL AGENCY

Curtis Flather

I am a Research Wildlife Biologist and Landscape Ecologist
with the USDA, Forest Service at the Rocky Mountain
Research Station. My entire professional career (25+ years) has
been with the Forest Service, a land management agency with
stewardship responsibility for more than 191 million acres. I
started out as a Biological Aid while an undergraduate at the
University of Vermont, and eventually settled in Fort Collins,
Colorado where I obtained my graduate degrees at Colorado
State University. My research is focused generally on
understanding wildlife population and community response to
landscape pattern, in particular examining the geographic
patterns of species endangerment, considering the effects of
habitat fragmentation on species persistence, and evaluating
biological indicators of sustainability. I recently started a new
line of research examining the potential impacts of climate
change on terrestrial wildlife habitat and imperiled vertebrates.
I have served on editorial boards for The Wildlife Society,
American Society of Naturalists, and International Association
for Landscape Ecology. I have been a member of SCB since
1988. If elected to the Board I will work to enhance SCBÕs
commitment to science-based policy and management to
conserve our biological resourcesÑhoping to help close the
gaps between conservation research, land management, and
decision-making.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Michael Mascia

I am a Senior Social Scientist with World Wildlife FundÐUS
and founding President of the SCB Social Science Working
Group (SSWG). I have been an active SCB member since
1997. For the past five years, I have worked closely with the
SCB leadership to launch the SSWG and integrate the social
sciences into SCBÕs membership, activities, and journals. Since
its establishment in 2003, the SSWG has grown to include
nearly 600 members in ~55 countries; developed a strong and
growing presence at SCB meetings; awarded $11,000 to
support social scientists from developing countries; and
developed numerous resources for conservation researchers and
practitioners (see www.conbio.org/workinggroups/sswg). If
elected to the SCB Board of Governors, I would strive to build
upon these successes by continuing to expand and diversify the
SCB membership; further integrate conservation social science
into SCB meetings, sections, and chapters; and develop social
science resources for SCB and the broader conservation
community. At WWF, I conduct applied conservation social
science research and provide technical assistance to
conservation practitioners in WWF field offices around the
world. I have a Ph.D. in Environmental Politics and Policy
from Duke University and a bachelorÕs degree in Biology and
Government from Bowdoin College.
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Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award

The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given annually to
an individual with a distinguished record of research and
outstanding application of science to the conservation of our
biological resources. The intention of the award is to recognize
the innovative application of science to resource management
and policy. Although all scientists are eligible for the award,
because of Edward LaRoeÕs distinguished career as a public
servant, preference is given to employees of governmental
resource management agencies or science agencies.

Past recipients of the LaRoe Award are

2006 Stuart Pimm
2005 Daniel Pauly
2004 Jerry Franklin
2003 Stephen Schneider
2002 John Lawton
2001 Robert Pressey
2000 Phil Pister
1999 Chandler Robbins
1998 J. Michael Scott

The 2007 LaRoe Award recipient is Jeremy Jackson.

Please send nominations for the 2008 LaRoe Award to J.
Michael Scott, Department of Fish and Wildlife, P.O. Box 44-
1141, Room 103, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844-
1141, USA, mscott@uidaho.edu (with copies to Sarah
Martinez, sarahm@uidaho.edu). Nominations should be in the
form of a nominating letter with an accompanying resume of
the nominee. Multiple letters of support for nominees are
encouraged. Nominations must be received by 1 October 2007.

Distinguished Service Awards

SCB annually presents awards for distinguished service in the
field of conservation biology. For 2008, SCB is soliciting
nominations from its members and other conservation
professionals. Among the categories eligible for awards are 

Academia 
Government 
Outside academia and government 
Social, economic, and political work 
Education and journalism 

Nominations for individuals or institutions, including a
nomination form and a minimum of two supporting letters,
must be received by 1 October 2007. The form is available at
http://conbio.org/SCB/Activities/Awards/. Letters and form
must be submitted as a single document in Word. Separate
letters will not be accepted. Please send nominations to
Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gov. If the nominator does not
have internet access, contact Kathryn Saterson, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 109 TW Alexander Drive,
MC: B305-02, Research Triangle Park, NC 27711, USA, 1 919
541-2535.

Call for 2008 Award Nominations



SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTION BALLOT 2007

Please indicate your choices by marking an ÒXÓ next to the appropriate names.

Statements provided by the candidates are attached (pages 11Ð12). Short curricula vitae are posted on SCB!s Web site.

Starting 15 February 2007, you may cast your votes online at www.conbio.org

BOARD OF GOVERNORS.  Vote for one (1) candidate in each category.

PRESIDENT ELECT

_____ Luigi Boitani
_____ Javier Simonetti

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

_____ Lynn Lohr
_____ Gary Tabor

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY

_____ Curtis Flather

SOCIAL SCIENCES

_____ Michael Mascia

_________________________  member number (printed on the newsletter mailing label) or name
We ask you to provide your number or name to guarantee that each member casts only one ballot.
Ballots are strictly confidential.

To allow sufficient time for processing, ballots must be received by 10 April 2007

Return your ballot to 
Paul Beier

NAU Box 15018 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018, USA

Please note: This ballot sheet may be removed, folded, and mailed without an envelope.
Only ballots on original newsletter paper will be counted.



postage

Paul Beier
NAU Box 15018 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018
USA
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and institutional imperatives hinder
efforts to mitigate the losses.

Within this context, it was apparent to
many meeting participants that an
appropriate niche has not yet been
identified for IMoSEB. There was much
concern that IMoSEBÕs work would
overlap with activities already being
conducted by the IUCN or the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical, and
Technological Advice to the CBD. Some
attendees speculated that the biodiversity
community is envious of the attention
attracted by the work of the IPCC. Others
pointed out that biodiversity in fact
garners considerable attention and press,
and that we must acknowledge our
successes. In this regard, there was a
great deal of discussion about the role
that IMoSEB should play. It appears that
IMoSEB has a name without
a mandate. 

Further common
concerns voiced at
the meeting related to
identifying the
appropriate scale
at which IMoSEB
should
concentrate,
bearing in mind that costs

International Efforts to Inform Decisions on Biological Diversity

abundant and common species are now endangered. But this is
an opinion not shared by everyone, largely owing to lack of
data on their population throughout the country. Why not keep
a diary of sightings and send the diary to us at the end of the
wildlife year in September 2002. You would have made your
contribution to conservation.

Reprinted by permission from Daniel, J.C. 2003. Cassandra of
Conservation. Bombay Natural History Society, India.

JC Daniel received a 2007 Distinguished Service Award from
the Society for Conservation Biology for the range of successful
activities he has undertaken to attract attention to India’s
biological diversity and conservation needs.

Daniel , from page 1

increase as resolution increases. Many
practitioners pointed out that site specific,
local scale information is needed to make
effective biodiversity decisions. In this
regard, a global assessment like the IPCC
for biodiversity issues is inappropriate and
not useful. However, IMoSEB cannot
communicate with decision makers in
millions of local management areas
around the world. Stemming from this
observation, some suggested that IMoSEB
adopt a wiki model of organization, with a
global, internet based community of
experts, expertise, and knowledge that
would be easily accessible to decision
makers at all levels. 

Meeting participants also perceived a need
to incorporate other actors into the
biodiversity community. Such actors
include those with traditional ecological
knowledge as well as large, powerful

corporations, such as
International Paper and
Cargill, that make

decisions
affecting
biodiversity
on large
scales. In

addition, the
issue of economic

valuation was

discussed at length. Many claimed that a
greater number of economists need to be
brought into the biodiversity field. Other
attendees emphasized that disciplines such
as sociology, engineering, and political
science are equally
important for action on
biodiversity.

In the end, one
question echoed in
my mind.
Which
scientific
questions about
biodiversity require international
oversight, and which are best addressed at
local scales? This question was not
answered definitively, and IMoSEB will
remain without a mandate until some
consensus on the answer to this question
is achieved. 

The next IMoSEB consultation meeting
will be held in late February in
Cameroon. Subsequent meetings are
planned in Europe, Asia, OceanaÐPacific,
Latin American, and the Caribbean.

More information is available at
www.imoseb.net

Jon Rosales

IMoSEB, from page 20

Donat ions to SCB promote t he science
of conservat ion biology and

protect t he diversit y of life on Eart h

• Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and
reduce income tax by deducting the fair market
value as a charitable contribution.

• Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest
may reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Alan Thornhill

Executive Director, SCB
4245 N. Fairfax Drive

Arlington, VA 22203, USA
1 (703) 276-2384 

athornhill@conbio.org
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The 21st annual meeting of the Society for Conservation
Biology will be held 1Ð5 June 2007 in Port Elizabeth, South
Africa. The early, discounted registration deadline is 16 March.
Regular rates apply until 18 May. Please register online at
www.conbio.org/2007/register.

Press Registration. Journalists are eligible for registration
waivers, but must be members of SCB to receive a waiver. To
become a member of SCB, please visit www.conbio.org. SCBÕs
2007 annual meeting is an opportunity to improve local,
regional, and global communication between the media and
conservation professionals.

SYMPOSIA

The Local Organizing Committee is pleased to announce that
the following symposia, workshops, organized discussions, and
short courses will be presented at the 2007 annual meeting.

Appropriate intervention levels for management of large
African ecosystems. Organized by Alan Kijazi (Tanzania
National Parks), Julius Keyyu (Tanzania Wildlife Research
Institute), and Grant Hopcraft (Frankfurt Zoological Society,
Tanzania)

Conservation and human rights: exploring key promises,
challenges and questions. Organized by Grazia Borrini-
Feyerabend (IUCN), Ashish Kothari (IUCN), and Jessica
Campese (TGER Member, Fulbright Fellow, Switzerland)

Coping with impacts of AIDS on conservation in Africa.
Organized by Judy Oglethorpe (World Wildlife Fund)

Declining populations of large mammals in African protected
areas: establishing the causes. Organized by Norman Owen-
Smith (University of Witwatersrand) and Joseph Ogutu
(International Livestock Research Institute, Kenya)

Developing marine protected area networks: biological, socio-
economic and technical challenges in the 21st century.
Organized by Amanda Lombard and George Branch
(University of Cape Town, South Africa)

2007 ANNUAL MEETING • 1Ð5 July, Port Elizabeth, South Africa
Information on registration and program

Developing the vision for the global Island Programme:
conservation challenges and solutions in the western Indian
Ocean islands. Organized by Kirsty Swinnerton (Mauritian
Wildlife Foundation), Richard Lewis (Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust, Madagascar), and David Roberts (Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew)

Economic growth, biodiversity conservation, and the Society
for Conservation Biology. Organized by Max Christian
(University of Maryland) McArd Joseph Mlotha (Forestry
Department, Malaw), and William Rees (University of
British Columbia)

Ecosystem consequences of fishing. Organized by Anne
Salomon, Carol Blanchette, and Steve Gaines (Marine
Science Institute, University of California)

Examining the link between biodiversity and human health.
Organized by Joe Roman (University of Vermont)

Food webs: the ultimate scientific challenge to conservation
biology. Organized by Andy Dobson (Princeton University)
and Mercedes Pascual (University of Michigan)

Freshwater conservation assessment, planning, governance and
management: case studies, emerging issues, and key lessons
from around the world. Organized by Jeanne Nel (CSIR,
South Africa), Ken Vance-Borland (Oregon State
University), Bob Pressey (University of Queensland), and
Dirk Roux (CSIR)

Human dimensions of conserving marine ecosystems in the
western Indian Ocean region. Organized by Delphine
Malleret-King (Africa Wildlife Foundation), Innocent
Wanyonyi (SocMon Western Indian Ocean Region), Christy
Loper (Global Socioeconomic Monitoring Initiative for
Coastal Management), and Joshua Cinner (James Cook
University, Australia)

Making conservation actions more effective: linking key
concepts of adaptive management and systematic
conservation planning in an evidence-based framework.
Organized by Andrew Pullin (University of Birmingham),
Brian van Wilgen (CSIR, South Africa), William Sutherland
(University of Cambridge), Nick Salafsky (Conservation
Measures Partnership), and Tosha Comendant (The Nature
Conservancy)

Mapping the economic value of nature: incorporating
ecosystem services into conservation planning. Organized by
Taylor Ricketts (World Wildlife Fund) and Richard Cowling
(Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University)

Reintroduction of top-order predatorsÑusing science to
improve conservation management. Organized by Matt
Hayward (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University)

Sharing rights and responsibilities in new approaches to
protected area governance. Organized by Joanna Durbin
(Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Madagascar), Joelisoa
Ratsirarson (UniversitŽ dÕAntananarivo), and Grazia Borrini-
Feyerabend (IUCN)
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Sharing the range: elephants, people and biological
conservation in Africa. Organized by Rob Slotow (University
of KwaZulul Natal), David Cumming (University of Cape
Town), and Holly Dublin and Leo Niskanen (IUCN / SSC
African Elephant Specialist Group)

The poverty / conservation equation. Organized by M. Sanjayan
(The Nature Conservancy and University of Montana)

The significance of gender in conservation policy and project
success. Organized by Tracy Dobson (Michigan State
University), Anne Ferguson (Michigan State University), and
Solange Bandiaky (Clark University)

WORKSHOPS

Communicating the science of marine reserves. Organized by
Jane Lubchenco and Brooke Simler Smith (Oregon State
University)

Conserving biodiversity in vineyard landscapes. Organized by
Joshua Viers (University of California, Davis) and Pierre de
Villiers (Cape Nature, South Africa)

Conservation hunting and community stability. Organized by A.
Lee Foote (University of Alberta, Canada), Holly Dublin
(IUCN), and Jon Hutton (Cambridge, England)

Global change challenges for biodiversity conservation in
Africa: practical tools for planners and managers. Organized
by Phoebe Barnard and Guy Midgley (Global Change
Research Group, Cape Town)

Hotspots recovered: defining a new goal for sustainable
biodiversity conservation. Organized by Amy Spriggs
(Conservation International, South Africa)

Participating in a conference: some advice for newcomers.
Organized by Malcolm Hunter, Jr. and Aram Calhoun
(University of Maine) and David Lindenmayer (Australia
National University)

Partnerships for innovation in land restoration. Organized by
Gleb Raygorodetsky (The Christensen Fund) and Erika
Zavaleta (University of California)

Rangewide conservation planning for cheetahs and African wild
dogs: progress, participation and future plans. Organized by
Rosie Woodroffe (University of California), Sarah Durant
and Amy Dickman (Zoological Society of London), and
Megan Parker (University of Montana)

Survey initiatives using camera traps and related technologies:
seeking greater coordination and integration. Organized by
Chris Carbone (Zoological Society of London), Matt Linkie
(University of Kent), and Tim OÕBrien (Wildlife
Conservation Society)

ORGANIZED DISCUSSIONS

Co-management of protected areasÑidealistsÕ, scepticsÕ, and
pragmatistsÕviews. Organized by Christo Fabricius and
James Gambiza (Rhodes University) and Hector Magome
and Howard Hendricks (SANParks)

Effectiveness of economic compensation as a conservation tool
for imperiled wildlife. Organized by J. Christopher Haney
(Defenders of Wildlife)

Environmental history and conservation biology: building links
to support biodiversity conservation. Organized by Catherine
Christen (U.S. National Zoological Park Conservation and
Research Center)

SHORT COURSES

Systematic conservation planning and the role of software:
from data to implementation and management (26Ð29 June).
Instructor: Bob Pressey (University of Queensland,
Australia)

Practical remote sensing for conservation biologists (27Ð30
June). Instructors: Ned Horning and Kevin Koy (Center for
Biodiversity and Conservation, American Museum of
Natural History)

Undertaking systematic reviews to support evidence-based
conservation (1 July). Instructors: Gavin Stewart and Andrew
Pullin (University of Birmingham, United Kingdom)

Development, application and challenges of systematic
conservation planning software, Marxan and MarZone (1
July). Instructors: Hugh Possingham, Carissa Klein, and
Matthew Watts (University of Queensland)

Building resilience into MPA networks: lessons learned and
new tools (1 July). Instructors: Stephanie Wear and Rod
Salm (The Nature Conservancy)

What do the social sciences have to offer? Multiple social
science perspectives for conservation planning (1 July).
Instructors: Tara Teel and Michael Manfredo (Colorado State
University) and Michael Mascia (Social Science Working
Group, SCB)

Teaching conservation beyond traditional pedagogical and
discipline boundaries (1 July). Organized by Michelle Zjhra,
Lissa Leege, and Mark Welford (Georgia Southern
University), Nora Bynum and Eleanor Sterling (American
Museum of Natural History), and Beth Kaplin (Antioch New
England Graduate School)

Introductory course in GIS (6 Ð 10 July). Instructors: Prashant
Hedao and Lata Iyer (Society for Conservation GIS)

Society for Conservation Biology Newsletter is published
quarterly. To submit materials or request permission to reprint
articles contact the Editor: Erica Fleishman, National Center
for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis, 735 State Street, Suite
300, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, USA, (805) 892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.edu. 
Decisions concerning publication rest with the Editor.
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Announcements
Training Opportunity

The Leopold Leadership Program at the Woods Institute for the
Environment at Stanford University invites applications for its
2008 fellowships. The programÕs mission is to advance
environmental decision-making by providing academic
environmental scientists with the skills and connections needed
to be effective leaders and communicators. The deadline to
apply is 16 April 2007. Through a competitive process, up to 20
Fellows will be selected to participate in an intensive training
program in 2008.

The program seeks candidates with terminal degrees from a
broad range of disciplines including biological, physical, and
social sciences (e.g., economics, political science) and
technical, medical, and engineering fields (e.g., wildlife
veterinary medicine, environmental health, hazardous waste
management) related to the environment. Applicants must be
employed by an academic institution in Canada, Mexico, or the
United States; be at mid-career as a tenured or tenure-track
professor (associate professor or professor level or
equivalent); and be active in teaching and
research. Training dates for 2008 are 22Ð29
June (Connecticut) and 12Ð19 September
(Washington, D.C.). Training is conducted in English and
focused on United States-based institutions,
audiences, and policy making. Full details
and application documents are
available at
www.leopoldleadership.org.
Support for the Leopold
Leadership Program is
provided by the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation.

Positions Available

Defenders of Wildlife seeks a Climate Change Scientist to lead
the organization in understanding the impacts of climate change
on wildlife and its habitat, developing adaptation strategies to
mitigate the impacts over the next century, and communicating
these impacts and strategies to policymakers, media, and the
public. This scientist will maintain his or her credibility within
the climate change science community, and will be encouraged
to engage in entrepreneurial research and creative outreach in
support of adaptive policy and management solutions to climate
change. The candidate will shape an innovative vision for
addressing climate change impacts and responses in the context
of other major threats to biological diversity. Qualifications
include an advanced degree in wildlife conservation,
conservation planning, or a related field in the natural resource
sciences; diverse experience with climate change science,
preferably involving connections to important themes in

conservation biology and conservation policy; demonstrated
ability to work independently to initiate, implement, apply or
publish scientific research and to communicate such research to
both professional and lay audiences; and familiarity with some
of the major climate research organizations, such as the U.S.
Climate Change Science Program or the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. For more information, please
reference Climate Change Scientist and contact HR, Defenders
of Wildlife, 1130 17th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036-
4604, USA, HR@Defenders.org.

Defenders of Wildlife seeks a Conservation Science Assistant
Intern for its headquarters in Washington, D.C. The intern will
conduct literature reviews and archive data on key issues
related to wildlife management, habitat protection, climate
change impacts, and other conservation topics. Responsibilities
will include organizing and distributing literature and technical
documents to organization staff; reviewing and editing listing
petitions, comment letters, and other technical documents
related to the U.S. Endangered Species Act; designing and
preparing educational posters and presentations; and reviewing,

editing, and writing fact sheets and other publications.
Qualifications include strong research, writing, and

organizational skills and undergraduate or
graduate study in an appropriate

discipline. A stipend of US$1000
per month for three to six months
will be provided. Candidates must
be able to commit to the position
for a minimum of 12 weeks. For
more information visit

www.defenders.org. To apply,
send a resume and cover letter by

email (HR@Defenders.org), FAX (1
202 682-1331) or mail (Attn: HR,

Defenders of Wildlife, 1130 17th Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036-4604, USA).

COMPASS / SeaWeb (COMmunication PArtnership for Science
and Sea) seeks an Assistant Director of ScienceÐMedia
Outreach. COMPASS is a partnership of SeaWeb, the Monterey
Bay AquariumÕs Center for the Future of the Oceans (CCFO),
and academic scientists at Oregon State University, Stanford
University, and the University of New Hampshire. The position
will act as a liaison between marine scientists and journalists,
helping scientists to translate scientific research into public
understanding and awareness of ocean issues. The ideal
candidate will have significant experience in science journalism
and an ability to accurately translate complex scientific
information while showing its salience to society. An
educational degree(s) in marine science, law, political science
or equivalent is desirable. Applications will be accepted until a
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qualified candidate is found. For more information, please
contact Nancy Baron, 1 805 892-2515 or 1 805 450-3158,
baron@nceas.ucsb.edu.

New Publications 

The Asia Section of SCB is pleased to announce the publication
of Conservation Biology in Asia in November 2006. The
volume is dedicated to the 24 conservationists who lost their
lives in the line of duty in a helicopter crash in eastern Nepal on
23 September, 2006. The 461-page book has 29 papers edited
by Jeff McNeely, Tom McCarthy, Andrew Smith, Linda
Whittaker and Eric Wikramnayake. The book is indexed by
subject, country, and author. Partial support for the publication
was provided by SCB and Resources Himalaya Foundation. If
you are interested in receiving a copy of the book, please
contact Pralad Yonzon, Resources Himalaya Foundation, GPO
Box 2448, Kathmandu, Nepal, +977 1 5537502, FAX +977 1
5551930, habitat@resourceshimalaya.org.

In December 2006, the Desert Fishes Team released the report
An Analysis of Recovery Plan Implementation for Threatened
and Endangered Warm Water Fishes of the Gila River Basin.
The report found that federal and state agencies in the United
States are failing to implement recovery plans for eight
endangered and threatened fishes of the Gila River basin in
Arizona and New Mexico. The analysis found that approved
recovery plans for these species, which have been in place for
nine to 28 years, provide sound conservation programs, but few
recommended actions have been implemented. The report
concluded that non-native fishes and other aquatic species are
the principal barrier to recovery of warm water fishes in the
Gila River basin. Desert Fishes Team is an independent group
of biologists from agencies, academia, and non-governmental
organizations interested in conservation of native fishes in the
desert southwest. The teamÕs reports are available at
www.nativefishlab.net or by contacting Desert Fishes Team,
P.O. Box 16815, Phoenix, AZ 85011-6815, USA,
stefferud@cox.net.

The international Estuarine Research Federation (ERF)
announces the publication of a special issue of Estuaries and
Coasts, a bimonthly scientific journal that reports research
about ecosystems at the land-sea interface. The December 2006
issue, focused on environmental impacts of hurricanes in
coastal areas, is publicly available on ERFÕs Web site,
www.erf.org. The special issue compiles results of research and
long-term monitoring to examine large, anomalous storms in
the context of long-term trends. Scientists and managers from
more than 25 institutions contributed to the issue.

Meetings

The conference People and Land in a New Century: A
Blueprint for Conservation That Works will be held 3Ð5 April
2007 in Fort Collins, Colorado, USA. What conservation is

today is highly debatable. What is not debatable, however, is
that todayÕs conservation is quite unlike what we have seen in
the past. Focusing on topics ranging from livable cities to
economic incentives, conference organizers hope to sketch a
blueprint that captures the diverse and dynamic ingredients of
an emerging conservation. Invited speakers are practitioners
who are shaping how conservation currently is being
implemented. Among the speakers will be Dan Kemmis, Jodi
Hilty, Curt Meine, David Orr, Courtney White, Lora Lucero,
Todd Graham, Diane Synder, Craig Groves, Jonathan Adams,
Peter Forbes, William Ginn, Bob Budd, Tony Cheng, David
Clesleioicz, and Rick Knight. The conference is free and open
to all; registration is not necessary. For more information visit
www.warnercnr.colostate.edu/plnc/

The 2007 annual meeting of the International Society for
Biological and Environmental Repositories (ISBER),
International Biobanking Standards, will be held 30 May Ð 2
June in Singapore. This will be the societyÕs first meeting in the
Asia Pacific region. The meeting will feature plenary sessions,
interactive workshops, commercial workshops, contributed
papers, poster sessions, and focused roundtable lunch
discussions. Vendors from around the world will demonstrate
the latest products, services, and technology in the field of
repository and specimen collection. Topics will include animal
and environmental repositories, biobanking in Asia and
Australasia, plant and seed repositories, museum repositories,
human specimen repositories, legal and ethical issues,
repository information systems, repository technologies,
cryogenics and cell preservation, and cell culture. For more
information, visit www.isber.org/mtgs/2007/index.html or
contact Robert Hewitt, Department of Pathology, National
University Hospital, Singapore, +65 6772 4315,
pathre@nus.edu.sg.

The Fourth International Partners In Flight Conference, Tundra
to Tropics: Connecting Birds, Habitats and People, will be held
13Ð16 February 2008 in McAllen, Texas, USA. The conference
theme will be shared with the 2008 International Migratory
Bird Day (www.birdday.org/). The conference will focus on
international connections that further bird and habitat
conservation throughout the western hemisphere. Two types of
concurrent paper sessions will focus on issues in bird
conservation. In addition to standard sessions typical of
meetings of scientific societies, sessions followed by a
facilitated discussion session will aim to produce a strategic
action plan to be distributed to all partners within weeks of the
conference. The program also will include keynote speakers,
vendors, social events, a poster session, a variety of single-day
and multiple-day birding field trips, and a proceedings that will
include papers developed from posters. Details will be posted
on the Partners in Flight Web site (www.partnersinflight.org)
and distributed through various bird conservation listservs as
they develop. In the meantime, contact Terry Rich
(terry_rich@fws.gov) with inquiries.
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President Jacques Chirac and the French government are
supporting a new international initiative on biodiversity. They
are funding a series of regional consultation meetings to gather
input on needs and options for an International Mechanism of
Scientific Expertise on Biodiversity (IMoSEB). I attended the
first consultative meeting, which was held 30Ð31 January in
Montreal. Essentially, the initiative stems from a belief that
biodiversity knowledge is not effectively reaching decision
makers. In other words, science does not influence policy
simply by existing.

To address how science can better inform
decision making, an international steering
committee organized an initial meeting in Paris
in December 2006 to launch the process.
Subsequently, the IMoSEB Executive Committee
identified the following needs to be considered at
subsequent consultation meetings. 

¥Transfer biodiversity information from science
and other forms of knowledge to decision makers
¥ Provide independent scientific information to
support international conventions and treaties on
biodiversity
¥ Build capacity to predict the consequences of
biodiversity loss
¥ Provide scientific advice on emerging threats to
biodiversity and provide support to those concerned
about or trying to ameliorate potential threats
¥ Communicate biodiversity science to relevant
audiences

A Field Report from the IMoSEB Meeting in Montreal

¥ Provide scientific support to assessment and monitoring
efforts
¥ Reduce the lag time between publication of scientific
results and their incorporation into decision making

Four options were identified to address these needs.

¥ Develop a partnership with existing institutions or
mechanisms, such as the United Nations Environment
Programme or Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
operating as their information carrier
¥ Create a new institution, such as the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), that would be devoted to
assessment and communication of biodiversity knowledge
¥ Propose that the IPCC develop a biodiversity branch
¥ Enhance existing networks of scientists and other
knowledge communities to disseminate information

Substantial discussion at the consultative meeting focused on
these needs and options. The general sentiment was that
something must be done to stem the high rates of biodiversity
loss worldwide, and the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) is not doing its job. Some attendees were more
sympathetic to the CBD, noting that countries are still
struggling to implement the CBD and need more time. Most
meeting attendees expressed their belief that the impediment to
slowing rates of biodiversity loss is not a lack of science, but
realizing action on the science. In other words, the nature and
causes of biodiversity loss are known, but gaps in information 

see IMoSEB, page 15


