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On 24 August 2006, SCB announced the availability of free online
access to Society publications for members in developing
countries. Since then, the number of developing countries that
access publications online and the frequency of visits to
publications has increased. For example, Conservation Biology has
been accessed an average of 23 times per day with a maximum of
56 times in one day. Frequency of use has been especially high in
India (53), Mexico (47), Bhutan (38), Hungary (28), Argentina (22),
and Ecuador (22). The number of online visits also remains high in
developed countries, especially the United States. Between late
August and mid October, Biological Conservation was accessed an
average of 7 times per day with a maximum of 26 times in one day.
Frequency of use was greatest in Chile (83), India (40), Venezuela
(22), Mexico (21), Bhutan (19), and Brazil (16). Data concerning
online use of Conservation In Practice are still being collected. A
formal report on the progress of Online Free access will be
available by early 2007.

Online Free access is available to all active SCB members in
developing countries. To become a member of SCB or
to assist your colleagues in joining SCB, please
visit www.conbio.org/join. The US$10 Membership
Only option gives residents of developing
countries automatic access to online
publications. Please contact Kat Powers
(kpm@conbio.org) if you are unable to submit
payment online; other payment options are
available. In addition, sponsored
memberships are available for those in
need. More information on sponsorship is
provided below.

Sponsored Memberships

Thanks to a grant from The Nature Conservancy
(TNC), SCB is currently offering two-year
sponsored memberships to individuals in
developing countries. Sponsored
memberships are offered in conjunction with
the new Online Free access to publications.
TNC and SCB hope that the two programs
will enable our colleagues in developing
countries to obtain additional resources for
conservation science and practice.

Since the initiation of Online Free, SCB has
received more than 90 requests for see Online Free, page 16

Online Free & sponsored memberships 
expand access to SCB publications

Mentoring for student abstracts

In 2005, more than 1600 individuals from 68 countries
attended the annual SCB meeting in Brazil. Many were
part of the growing proportion of SCB members for
whom English is a second language. As an organization
dedicated to global conservation, SCB is conscious that
conducting meetings in English should not make it more
difficult for any member to attend and present. This
consideration is especially important with respect to
students, for whom the annual meeting is an opportunity
to share ideas and establish professional contacts.

To encourage participation in the 2007 annual meeting,
SCBÕs Student Affairs Committee is offering a mentoring
service for students submitting abstracts for oral or
poster presentations whose first language is not English.

Mentors will provide guidance on grammar and clarity of
writing and will ensure that the abstract meets the
technical criteria for submission. The mentor will return
the abstract to the student with suggested changes. The
mentor will not provide scientific guidance nor write the
abstract or presentation.

Applications for assistance may be filed online through
the abstract submission process for the 2007 meeting.
Further details and instructions will be sent to the email
address that you provide with your online abstract
submission. Please do not contact any members of SCB
directly to request mentoring services.

sponsored membership. Many requests already have been
met. During the two years of their membership, recipients
will have online access to Conservation Biology, Biological
Conservation, and Conservation In Practice.
Sponsored memberships primarily have been requested
from Africa, Austral and Neotropical America, and Asia.
Few requests have been received from Europe, although a
considerable number of SCB memberships were purchased
at the European Congress of Conservation Biology in
August (see page 2). To date, no applications for
sponsored membership have been received from countries
in the Australasian region.

Please make your colleagues in developing countries
aware of these sponsored memberships. Requests for
sponsorship are available at www.conbio.org/Resources/
Contact/. Individuals who submit a request will be notified
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UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

AFRICA

There is much to see in South Africa before or after the 2007
annual meeting (see page 10). Premier Travel has prepared
several itineraries exclusively for SCB members and their
traveling companions. Day-by-day itineraries, tour details, and
travel information for SCB members visiting South Africa are
available at www.premierafricatours.com

AUSTRALASIA

The 12th Australia New Zealand Systems Society Conference,
Sustaining our Social and Natural Capital, will be held 3Ð6
December 2006 in Katoomba, New South Wales, Australia. The
conference is co-hosted by Blue Mountains World Heritage
Institute, Action Learning Action Research and Process
Management Association, Society for Organisational Learning
Australia, and ISCE Events, Mansfield, USA. More details are
available at www.bmwhi.org.au/bmwhi_currentevents.html 

The triennial meeting of the Malacological Society of
Australasia, Molluscs in Research, Conservation and
the Economy, will be held 6Ð8 December 2006
at the University of Wollongong, with
workshops from 4Ð5 and 9Ð10 December.
The meeting will focus on current research
involving molluscs in the
Australasian area. Themes
include aquaculture, fisheries,
parasitology, invasive species,
conservation and ecology,
systematics, and genetics and
development. For more information
or to register visit www.uow.edu.au/
conferences/MOLLUSCS06/ or
contact Mark Norman (mnorman@
museum.vic.gov.au) or Winston
Ponder (wponder@bigpond.net.au). 

Tamar NRM, in associate with the Centre for Environment,
University of Tasmania, will host the conference Biodiversity:
Balancing Conservation and Production from 26Ð28 June
2007. For more information contact Amanda Bruce
(amanda.bruce@launceston.tas.gov.au) or the Conference
Managers, 03 6330 1444, Luba.Richards@
conferenceplus.com.au

Participate in the inaugural meeting of the Australasia Section
of the Society for Conservation Biology at the conference The
Biodiversity Extinction Crisis: an Australasian and Pacific
Response. The conference will be held 10Ð13 July 2007 at The
University of New South Wales, Sydney. A Web site will be
launched soon. In the meantime, more information is available
from Karen Firestone (kfirestone@unsw.edu.au) or Richard
Kingsford (r.kingsford@unsw.edu.au).

EUROPE

The first European Congress of Conservation Biology, held in
August 2006, was declared a great success by organizers and
participants alike. With more than 1000 participants from more
than 50 countries, the scientific program reflected diverse
backgrounds, areas of research, and cultures. Nonetheless, there
was great coherence in the priorities expressed and it is clear
that conservation biologists across Europe have many common
goals. The congress also catalyzed many new collaborations
and highlighted the desire (and need) of conservation biologists
to work with other scientists (sociologists, economists, and so
forth), educators, practitioners, and decision-makers. 

In addition to providing a venue for European conservation
biologists to meet and share their research, experience, and
insights, one of the objectives of the ECCB was to raise the
profile of SCB and the Europe Section among government
administrators at both the national and European level. During
the six days of the congress, participants had the opportunity to
meet with Ladislav Miko, one of the directors at the Directorate
General for Environment of the European Commission; Andr‡s

Demeter, Enlargement Coordinator on conservation issues
of the Directorate General for Environment; Mikl—s

Pers‡nyi, Hungarian Environment Minister; and
Jan Szyszko, Polish Environment

Minister. This gave an opportunity for
conservation biologists to further engage with

policy at the European level. For example, the
participants urged the environment ministers,

who were preparing for a meeting in
Poland shortly after the congress, to

strengthen the Natura 2000
network. During his speech, Ladislav

Miko called for better protection of the
few remaining pristine areas in Europe.

Another important objective of the ECCB was SCB and section
recruitment. Approximately 150 individuals joined SCB,
bringing the number of European members to 750. Not all of
these Europeans are members of the Europe Section. We
remind you that all SCB members may become voting
members of two sections. To join a section, visit SCBÕs Web
site and update your personal profile.

As well as ensuring professional delivery of audiovisual
support during the scientific program, the local organizers
developed an outstanding social program. Thanks to Andr‡s
B‡ldi and the local organizing committee once again for all
their hard work. They succeeded in making the ECCB a truly
memorable event and set a high standard for others to follow.
Pictures are posted at www.eccb2006.org

The second ECCB will be held in 2009. The Section Board has
invited full proposals from Finland, Greece, and Czech
Republic. The site will be decided early in 2007. 
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Three positions on the Board of Directors will be decided
during this yearÕs election. Profiles of the candidates and voting
instructions are available on SCBÕs Web site. All section
members are eligible and encouraged to vote.

To contact the Board of Directors with questions or comments
email europe@conservationbiology.org or visit the SectionÕs
Web site (www.conbio.org/Sections/Europe/). The Web site
includes details about committee activities and opportunities
to become involved.

Owen Nevin

NORTH AMERICA

This past summer the reins of President of the North America
Section of SCB passed from Steve Trombulak to me. Given that
Steve and I have similar haircuts (sparse), listen to a lot of the
same music, and have congruently strong opinions about the
intrinsic value of biodiversity and wildness, it is unlikely that
anyone will see much of a change in the direction of the
section. Basically, I plan to continue SteveÕs quest to strengthen
the role of the section in informing conservation policy; to
improve the financial status of the section so that we can do
more good work and achieve some fiscal autonomy; and to
meet the needs of our membership in terms of news, relevant
meetings, and professional service. I am fortunate that our new
President Elect, Erica Fleishman, also is committed to these
goals and that we work well together.

The first bit of news concerns an important meeting in May
2007. From 2007 onwards we plan to hold meetings of the
North America Section in every ÒoddÓ year, i.e., the years in
which the global SCB meeting is held outside North America.
In 2007 we will move in this new direction by participating as
an invited co-sponsor in the International Conference on
Ecology and Transportation (ICOET), which will be held from
20Ð25 May in Little Rock, Arkansas (see www.icoet.net/
ICOET2007.asp). I am organizing a symposium with the
tentative title Reconciling Conservation Planning and
Transportation Planning on a Regional Scale. The symposium
will be held from 1:30Ð5:00 P.M. on Thursday, 24 May. A
section membersÕmeeting will take place immediately after the
symposium, from 5:00Ð6:00 P.M. All members of the section
are invited to attend the ICOETconference and membersÕ
meeting. The conference will be especially relevant to section
members with an interest in road ecology, which I suggest is
one of the most critical conservation issues in North America.
Roads are major influences both in urbanizing landscapes,
where roadkill and barrier effects are major threats to
population viability, and in wildlands, where roadless areas, the
integrity of watersheds, and the persistence of species sensitive
to human activity are all at risk from road-building. The
Freshwater Working Group hopes that many of its members
will attend the ICOET conference, and the Social Science
Working Group also plans to be involved. The level of
participation by our sectionÕs members in ICOET will help us
to determine the need for regular biennial meetings and to
evaluate whether we should hold a separate meeting exclusively
for our section or continue meeting with other groups.

The section board met briefly during the 2006 annual meeting.
We all agreed that we need money. Our section currently
receives $1000 annually from SCB, whereas other sections
receive $5000 annually (thanks to a grant earmarked for
regional sections except North America). The section
previously has raised some funds from foundations for specific
projects, for example a recent scientific panel on fire
management in forests of the western United States (see

www.conbio.org/
Sections/NAmerica/

NAPolicy.CFM#NA20060228 and
an article in the November 2006 issue

of Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment). Currently, $3175 remains

in our account, which we are holding for
travel of officers or other section members to meetings
specifically related to the business of the sectionÑfor example,
meetings with foundations to raise support for section
initiatives or with government staff on specific policy issues.
Erica Fleishman and I have written a draft letter of intent,
which we will send to two or more foundations, to establish a
Web-based tracking and evaluation system for regional
conservation plans in North America. Nick Salafsky
(Foundations of Success), a former SCB board member and a
key player in the global Conservation Measures Partnership,
will be joining us in that effort. Wish us luck, and I will keep
you informed about this effort in subsequent communications. 

Beyond specific projects, the section requires funds for basic
support and capacity-building to advance our work, which also
will increase our self-reliance and autonomy as a section.
Eventually we may wish to form our own not-for-profit
corporation. The topics of a development strategy and
organizational autonomy will be discussed by the section board
over the coming months.

Our most exciting news is that SCB, after years of trying, is
finally hiring a Policy Director. Because the foundations that
are supporting this position specified that the position be
focused largely on North American issues, the section will be
closely involved in hiring the Policy Director and in working
with that person to identify key policy issues and develop a
strategy to assure meaningful input from section members on
all policy initiatives. We foresee some tension between the
North American and global responsibilities of the Policy
DirectorÑthe person might be pulled in two directions.
Therefore, we will seek funding adequate to assure that we
have a person devoted entirely to North American policy issues,
ideally complemented by another position devoted to global
policy issues. We will keep you posted.

Finally, our section needs to form a Nominations Committee
before the end of 2006 so that a ballot for new board members
can be included in the February 2007 issue of the newsletter.
Voting will take place from mid-February through March.
Please volunteer for the Nominations Committee if you are
interestedÑand donÕt forget to vote!

Reed Noss



4

ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS AND SUSTAINABILITY
SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

The recently-established Working Group for Ecological
Economics and Sustainability Science (WGEESS) is an
international group of SCB members who seek the
incorporation of ecological principles into economics and
economic policy-making. The featured issue for the WGEESS
is the relationship of economic growthÑincreasing production
and consumption of goods and servicesÑto conservation of
biotic diversity.

Unlike many other organizations, the WGEESS is not a primary
forum for deliberation or debate on Òlimits to growth.Ó We
acknowledge the value of such groups, encourage their
deliberations, and assist in providing them information and
expertise. However, the WGEESS also recognizes the need for
groups of conservation professionals who already have
achieved unity on this crucial issue. This unity is required to
work efficiently at bringing principles of ecology into
economics and economic policy-making venues. 

What We Do

The pilot project of the WGSSEE is the development of a
position on economic growth for consideration by SCB.
Professional society positions are used to educate the public
and policy makers on the technical aspects of public policy. The
WGSSEE recognizes that the public and policy makers have
not developed an accurate understanding of the conflict
between economic growth and biodiversity conservation. The
WGSSEE is also home to SCB members who work on issues
related to the conflict between economic growth and
biodiversity conservation. Such issues generally fall under the
rubric of ecological economics and sustainability science, and
include the likes of ecological footprinting, natural capital
valuation, Peak Oil, alternative energy futures, environmental
justice, and the political economy of biodiversity conservation.

Who Should Join

Are you an SCB member who recognizes a fundamental
conflict between economic growth and biodiversity
conservation? If so, you should join the WGEESS. Also, all
SCB members who work within the framework of ecological
economics and sustainability science are encouraged to join.
WGEES members will be part of a loose-knit but valuable
network of information exchange on all aspects of ecological
economics and sustainability science relevant to conservation of
biotic diversity.

There are no dues to join the WGEESS. Direct inquiries to
Brian Czech, Interim Chair, brianczech@juno.com, 1 703 901-
7190, www.conbio.org/workinggroups/EESS/ 

Interim Board of Directors

Brian Czech, Interim Chair 
William Bridgeland, At Large (in lieu of Past Chair)
Max Christian, At Large (in lieu of Chair Elect)

Corey Peet, Secretary
Oliver Pergams, Chief Financial Officer
Martin Dieterich, European Chair
Mansi Grover, Indian Chair
Chuck Willer, Marine Chair 
Jon Rosales, Austral and Neotropical America Chair
Alexey Voinov, Asian Chair
Stephanie Januchowski, Australasian Chair
Patty Zaradic, North American Chair
McArd Joseph Mlotha, African Chair
Mark Zegler, Student Chair 

How to Join

Please send the following information by mail or email to Brian
Czech, 5101 South 11th Street, Arlington, Virginia, USA,
22204, brianczech@juno.com

(1) name, (2) affiliation, (3) complete mailing address, (4)
telephone number, (5) email, and (6) any SCB Sections of
which you are a voting member.

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Mordy Ogada (President Elect) is leading our ad hoc 2007
meeting committee with assistance from working group board
members from Africa and Robin Abell. Activities proposed for
the meeting include freshwater-related symposia and
presentations, a fun run, a field trip organized by a group of
experienced South African river ecologists and tentatively
scheduled for 1 July, and an exhibition booth to advertise
freshwater work and serve as a point of information for
freshwater activities.

Two symposia were proposed for the 2007 meeting. Freshwater
Conservation Assessment, Planning, Governance and
Management is being organized by Jeanne Nel, Ken Vance-
Borland, Bob Pressey, and Dirk Roux. Integrated Conservation
of Africa’s Freshwater Biodiversity was proposed by Robin
Abell, Michele Thieme, Ian Harrison, and Ned Gardiner.

Working group members are encouraged to submit abstracts for
oral and poster presentations at the meeting.

Josh Viers and Pierre de Villiers are organizing a workshop,
Biodiversity and Vines, with a focus on sustainable
winegrowing and conservation of freshwater systems in
Stellenbosch (Western Cape). The workshop will precede the
SCB meeting in Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape).

Than Hitt is developing a poster to highlight activities of the
working group at the North America Section meeting in Little
Rock, Arkansas (see above).

We have approximately 500 working group members but only
about 200 are members of the listserv. If you would like to stay
informed about freshwater activities in SCB, please subscribe at
http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwater/. The list is
moderated and the volume of messages is not high. You need
not be a member of the working group to subscribe.

Aventino Kasangaki
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The Social Science Working Group
(SSWG) has launched its Web Catalog of
Conservation Social Science Tools
(www.conbio.org/workinggroups/sswg/
catalog/). The catalog is designed for
conservation practitioners, planners,
students, and researchers interested in the
social dimensions of conservation. The
aim is to provide conservation
practitioners with greater capacity to
integrate social sciences into their work
by linking practitioners to key social
science tools and methodological
approaches, and by providing context for
these tools. The tools in the catalog are
intended to be used by practitioners with
social and environmental backgrounds:
social scientists familiar with biodiversity
conservation, and conservation
practitioners with knowledge of
theoretical and methodological insights
provided by the social sciences.

The catalog is organized for use by a
wide audience. After a brief overview of
its purpose and structure, the catalog
provides introductions to the principal
disciplines in conservation social science,

brief descriptions of the methodological
approaches underlying social science
tools, introductions to common social
challenges facing conservation
practitioners, brief descriptions of the
different types of conservation
interventions, a searchable database of
social science tools, and links to Web
sites containing other useful resources.

The catalog includes three types of
complementary resources.

¥ Practical tools: manuals and guides
about how to accomplish a task

¥Academic Sources: key theoretical
papers or books that have influenced
thinking about a specific issue or
problem within conservation, and
important research findings

¥ Other resources: case studies,
programs, workshop proceedings,
policy briefs, and other resources that
illuminate a topic or issue

The Catalog of Conservation Social
Science Tools is a product of the SSWG
Conservation Committee. The
development of the catalog was led by
Rodolfo Tello (World Wildlife

ONLINE CATALOG OF SOCIAL SCIENCE TOOLS

FundÐUnited States intern and University
of Maryland, College Park graduate
student), in consultation with Diane
Russell (USAID and SSWG Conservation
Committee Chair) and Mike Mascia
(World Wildlife FundÐUnited States and
SSWG President). Financial support to
develop the catalog was provided by the
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation, with in-kind support from the
World Wildlife FundÐUnited States
Conservation Science Program and SCB.

Although the architecture of the Web site
is largely developed and it is already
populated with more than 260 documents,
the organizers need assistance from the
conservation and social science
communities to make the catalog more
robust. We request assistance on short
written overviews of specific social
science disciplines, social challenges, and
methodological approaches. Please see the
Web site for areas under construction.

For further information, to provide
feedback, or to contribute tools and notes
to the catalog, please contact Diane
Russell (dirussell@usaid.gov). 

SCIENTIFIC “SPEED DATING”
A report on SCB’s experiment with a new presentation format
for scientific meetings

During its 2006 annual meeting, SCB broke free from the
hidebound shackles of tradition to try a new format for oral
presentationsÑspeed presentations.

We experimented with the speed presentation format in two
separate sessions. One session focused largely on biologically-
oriented topics, and one session focused on socially-oriented
topics. Each session was two hours long. In the first hour, 15
presenters were given three minutes each to present their key
ideas and results. In the second hour, presenters stationed
themselves at separate tables where they could interact with
audience members interested in learning more about their work.

Our hypotheses in entering this experiment were that the speed
sessions would (a) expose audience members to a wide range of
presentations that they might not otherwise attend, and (b)
allow for more intimate, meaningful discussion and interaction
than normally occurs during oral presentation sessions.

A total of 290 people attended the two sessions, with more
people (195) attending the second, ÒsocialÓ session on 28 June.
The discrepancy in attendance may have been due to high
interest in socially-oriented topics, or the positive ÒbuzzÓ

created by the
first session. As
part of this
experimental
approach to
presentations,
session
organizers asked
participants, both
presenters and audience
members, to submit a brief
evaluation questionnaire. Evaluations were received from more
than 60% of participants. Evaluation responses were similar for
both sessions, unless otherwise indicated below.

An overwhelming majority (85% of respondents across the two
sessions) indicated that SCB should continue to offer sessions
in the speed presentation format. A large majority of
participants indicated that the overall quality of the sessions
was good (59%) or excellent (22%), and almost 2/3 of

see Speed Dating, page 9
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As conservation researchers and practitioners, we
typically seek to maintain a level of professional
detachment, careful to discriminate between the objects
of the work and the character of those who dedicate
their lives to conservation. Yet we also are humans who
care very much about the natural world and about each
other. In recent months, we have been humbled and
saddened by a series of tragedies. The Society for
Conservation Biology extends its deepest sympathies to
the family, friends, and colleagues of those remembered
here. Several more-extensive tributes will be included in
a forthcoming issue of Conservation Biology.

Nepal’s Heroes of Conservation

On 24 September 2006, a helicopter carrying many of
Nepal’s leading conservationists and several foreign
dignitaries crashed shortly after leaving the remote
mountain village of Ghunsa, where the team had
traveled to celebrate the transfer of the Kangchenjunga
Conservation Area to local management. There were no
survivors of the crash.

We remember Mingma Norbu Sherpa, Director of
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Eastern
Himalayas Program; Chandra Gurung,
WWF–Nepal’s country representative;
Tirtha Man Maskey, former Director-
General of the country’s Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Harka Gurung,
Nepal’s foremost geographer, former minister, and
WWF Adviser; Gopal Rai, Minister of State of
Forests and Soil Conservation; Neena Rai;
Damodar Parajuli, Acting Secretary–Ministry of
State of Forests and Soil Conservation; Narayan
Poudel, Director-General of the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Sharad
Rai, Director-General of the Department of Forests;
Pauli Mustonnen, Chargé d’Affaires of the
Embassy of Finland; Margaret Alexander, Deputy
Director, USAID; Bijnan Acharya, Program
Development Specialist, USAID; Jill Bowling,
Conservation Director, WWF–UK; Jennifer Headley,
Coordinator, Himalaya Program, WWF–UK;
Matthew Preece, Program Officer,
WWF–US; Yeshi Lama, Senior Program
Manager, Mountain Program, WWF–Nepal;
Vijaya Shrestha, Federation of Nepal
Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Hem Raj
Bhandari and Sunil Singh, Nepal Television; Dawa
Tshering, Chair, Kangchenjunga Conservation Area
Management Committee; two Russian pilots; and two
Nepali crew members.

WWF will publicly recognize and honor the
accomplishments, commitment, and spirit of those lost
in Nepal at a service at the National Cathedral in
Washington, D.C. on 30 November at 2:00 P.M.

Mario Ramos

Mario Ramos, a member of SCB’s Board of Governors
from 1989 to 1992, died following a sudden heart
attack on 11 September 2006. He was 59 years old.
One of Mexico’s top ornithologists, Mario was the
founder and first president of the Neotropical
Ornithological Society, founder of CIPAMEX, and
Program Manager, Biodiversity of the Global
Environment Facility. Mario was regarded as a friend
and much-loved colleague by the many people he
helped, from indigenous people and local NGOs to
national delegations at meetings of the Convention on
Biological Diversity. A conservation award has been
established to honor Mario’s commitment and passion
for ornithology and biodiversity conservation. 

Ricardo Tarifa

Ricardo Tarifa, a Brazilian Forestry Specialist
with the World Bank, died in a GOL Airline
crash in Brazil on 29 September 2006. Ricardo
worked on Amazonian issues for much of his

life, first with the Instituto do Homem e
Meio Ambiente (IMAZON) and then, since
1995, with the Brazil Rain Forest Unit at
the World Bank. An avid cyclist, he was

finalizing plans for a two-year bicycle trip to
visit the world’s major forests. A
commemorative service was held in
Washington, D.C. on 3 November.

David Michael Veverka

David Veverka was a student in the
Department of Wildlife Ecology, President

of the local SCB chapter, and Vice
President of the student chapter of
The Wildlife Society at the
University of Maine. With the help
of a National Science Foundation
Research Experience for
Undergraduates Award, David

developed a comprehensive
research project on the effects of

forest harvesting on small
mammals. A veteran of the elite Old

Guard of the 3rd U.S. Infantry, David
was called to military service in Iraq

during his final semester of
undergraduate study. On 6 May 2006,

David was killed by a roadside bomb. He
was 26 years old. The University of Maine has

established a scholarship fund in David’s
memory, which received partial proceeds from a

benefit auction at SCB’s 2006 annual meeting. If
you wish to contribute to this fund, please contact

David Patrick (David_Patrick@umit.maine.edu).

In Memoriam
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This is an abbreviated version of the economics piece featured
in the online tools catalog (see page 5). I would like to thank
Brian Czech and Murray Rudd for their contributions and
comments, and Robin Naidoo, Kate Krause, and Diane Russell
for their excellent comments. Any remaining errata are my fault.
I would appreciate any feedback on this piece. Please write me
at nejemraheem@yahoo.com

Economics is the study of how humans allocate any resource
that exists in insufficient quantity to satisfy all users. The major
divisions of economics are macroeconomics (interactions at the
national and international level) and microeconomics
(interactions at the level of individuals and corporations).
Because most conservation challenges engage groups of
individuals functioning at scales smaller than nations, most
economists who work on environmental issues are
microeconomists. Global and cross-border issues such as
climate change and invasive species also render
macroeconomics, which addresses trade and economic growth,
pertinent to conservation.

Most economics taught in universities and applied by
government agencies is a subset of neoclassical economics.
Neoclassical economics relies on several fundamental
assumptions about human behavior, such as ordered and
rational preferences. Two further assumptions central to
neoclassical economics are that individuals maximize utility
(measurable satisfaction), and that corporations or firms
maximize profit (total revenue minus total cost). 

Microeconomics is therefore utility-theoretic, or predicated on
a Òutility function,Ó an algorithm that describes the relationship
between an individualÕs consumption of a good or service and
the satisfaction derived from that consumption. Economic theory
posits that under certain conditions, an unfettered market
(where buyers and sellers can communicate and exchange) will
tend to allocate resources to the highest bidder. Because that
bidder is willing to pay the highest amount for the resource, it
follows that he or she values the resource more than any other
bidder. Accordingly, it can be said that the highest bidder
ÒshouldÓ receive the resource. This argument is contentious,
particularly outside the discipline.

Neoclassical macroeconomics arose principally from the work
of John Maynard Keynes during the Great Depression. Prior to
the Depression, many economists believed and taught that
markets in the macroeconomy responded smoothly to shifts in
demand or supply and yielded new equilibria fairly rapidly. This
frictionless movement suggested there was little need for
government intervention in the form of monetary policy (money
supply and interest rates) or fiscal policy (taxes and government
spending). During the Depression, markets repeatedly failed to
work smoothly. Economists realized that smooth transitions
were based on assumptions such as full employment and
maximized production capacity. Keynes demonstrated that slack
in the economy (suboptimal production, unemployment) resulted
in slow or ÒstickyÓ transitions between equilibria. Keynes and his
followers advocated the importance of policy interventions. 

Schools of Thought 

Within microeconomics, the most conservation-relevant
subfields are natural resource, environmental, ecological,
and institutional economics. Natural resource economists
focus on resource extraction, generally seeking optimal rates of
withdrawal. Environmental economists consider allocation of
environmental goods and services in a market context. They
generally seek to define prices for environmental benefits and
costs, which often do not have known prices, and optimize the
allocation of benefits and costs via a price mechanism.
Environmental economics deals with Òmarket failuresÓ and
Òexternalities.Ó

Market failure refers to poor allocation of resources due to the
absence of one or more of the prerequisites for functioning
markets. These prerequisites include perfect information about
the good or service and freedom from externalities. An
externality is an outcome of either consumption or production
whose effects are not paid for (ÒinternalizedÓ) by the producer or
consumer. Externalities can be positive (e.g., public health
benefits of vaccinations) or negative (e.g., coastal erosion due
to destruction of mangrove forests for aquaculture). Economists
believe that goods and services fall into the Òmarket failureÓ
category for many different reasons. For example, we often lack
complete information about the goods and services that
ecological systems provide. Markets therefore cannot allocate
goods and services efficiently because we donÕt understand the
true value of goods and services or the costs of their
destruction. Environmental economists regard market failure as
a reason why environmental resources often are consumed at
an unsustainable rate or destroyedÑresources simply arenÕt
priced correctly.

Ecological economics generally is not defined as a
subdiscipline of neoclassical economics, but views economics
as a subdiscipline of ecology. The work of ecological economics
arises from natural laws, particularly the laws of
thermodynamics. To ecological economists, a market system is
an inappropriate concept to use for modeling natural
phenomena, so the absence of market properties is not a
serious problem. Among the fundamental concepts of ecological
economics are that economy is subject to biophysical
constraints, there should be globally equitable distribution of the
goods and services necessary for a high quality of life, and
environmental management should be both economically
efficient and inherently precautionary and adaptive. 

The essential premise of institutional economics is that the
institutions or Òrules of the gameÓ governing transactions in any
system are what define that system, rather than generalizations
about human behavior. One difference between institutional and
neoclassical economics is the concept of bounded rationality.
Neoclassical microeconomics assumes that all agents are
rational and base decisions on a perfect conceptual model.
Bounded rational agents instead are limited in their ability to
formulate and solve complex problems to process information.
Another difference between institutional and neoclassical

An Introduction to Economics for Conservation Professionals



speed presentation from three minutes to four or five minutes.
About a quarter of respondents felt that the breadth of
presentation topics could be narrowed and the number of
presenting authors decreased.

Our initial interest in the speed presentation format emerged
not only from the desire to pack a variety of presentations into
an efficient format, but also to provide an opportunity for
networking and discussion among presenters and audience
members. Discussion in both sessions appeared lively. In the
second session on 28 June, more than 100 people were still
present and engaged with the presenters more than 40 minutes
into the discussion period. A fair number of respondents (41%
across both sessions) reported that they made useful contacts
and networked to some degree as a result of the speed sessions,
but only 15% said that they made useful contacts or networked
Òmore than a bitÓ or Òa lot.Ó 

One concern the organizers had going in was the distribution of
audience members among the presenters during the discussion
period; would some presenters, particularly comparatively well-
known presenters, be surrounded by people wanting to talk to
them, and others left with few or none? The distribution of
audience members was uneven, but noticeably less so during
the second session, which had a greater number of attendees,
and where the organizers encouraged attendees to circulate at
20 and 40 minutes into the discussion period. This is an
ongoing concern, but is also not absent from traditional oral
presentation sessions, where the
audience can ebb and flow in relation to
ÒhotÓ topics or well-known presenters. 

Overall, we were very pleased with the
results of this experiment. There even was
interesting press coverage in the 28 July
2006 issue of Chronicle of Higher
Education (http://chronicle.com/weekly/
v52/i47/47a00402.htm) and the 29 June
2006 Nature newsblog (http://blogs.
nature.com/news/blog/2006/06/
scb_need_for_speed.html). The
organizers of the 2007 annual meeting
will orchestrate up to four of these
sessions (see page 10 for details). We
encourage you to consider presenting in or
attending these sessions.

Nick Salafsky, Nora Bynum,
Kent Redford, and Mac Hunter

9

economics is their treatment of transaction costs, the costs
(monetary, time) that attend any transaction. Neoclassical
economists often dismiss transaction costs as superfluous to the
actual transaction. Laws (institution) governing the sale of water
rights (transaction) are perceived by neoclassicists as an
impediment to a functioning market. To an institutionalist,
transaction costs are central to an analysis.

Economics and Conservation

Economics contributes theory, methods, and practical
experience to assessment of human interactions and their
influence on conservation. All of the schools of economic
thought can contribute via

¥ Support to conservation initiatives through fieldwork, data
collection, knowledge of human interactions and markets,
and methodologies such as linking GIS with economic
data to model conservation decisions

¥ Critical engagement with conservation initiatives from the
perspective of market and non-market behavior; rectifying
inadequate social science inputs, such as historical and
institutional analyses, to conservation planning

¥ Support for alternative paradigms of conservation such as
community-based conservation, rights-based conservation,
and alternative natural resource management regimes

¥ Planning, funding, implementing, and evaluating
conservation initiatives from an economic perspective, and
including these evaluations in costÐbenefit analyses

Nejem Raheem

respondents said they would probably or definitely consider
submitting a presentation for a speed session themselves. More
than half of respondents said that the best balance to pursue for
future meetings would be mostly traditional sessions with some
speed sessions, whereas about a quarter of respondents
indicated they would prefer mostly speed sessions and some
traditional sessions.

Attendees of the two sessions generally agreed that the logistics
of the sessions worked well in terms of timing and length
(Table 1), although in the comments section a number of
respondents suggested increasing the length of the individual

Speed Dating, from page 5

Table 1. Speed session logistical issues. 
Values are percentage of responses across both sessions.

Too short / Just          Too long / No
few / narrow right        many / broad    response

Overall length of session 1 76 10 12
Time allotted to each author 18 80 0 1
Length of discussion period 1 56 8 34
Number of presenting authors 2 75 19 3
Breadth of topics 1 71 24 4
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SCBÕs 2007 annual meeting, One World, One Conservation,
One Partnership, will be held from 1Ð5 July 2007 at the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa.
The call for proposals for symposia, workshops, and organized
discussions closed on 16 October 2006. The Local Organizing
Committee will accept abstracts for oral and poster
presentations until 8 January 2007.

The scientific program will include plenary sessions, invited
symposia, workshops, organized discussions, short courses,
poster sessions, concurrent sessions of contributed oral
presentations, and speed presentations. Due to the high level of
attendance expected at the 2007 meeting and, consequently,
limited time and space for oral presentations, poster
presentations are strongly encouraged. Posters will be displayed
prominently and for the entire meeting; a special session
dedicated to posters will allow in-depth discussion between
authors and attendees.

Please adhere to the following guidelines when preparing your
abstract for an oral presentation or poster.

¥ Oral presentations will be limited to 15 minutesÑ12
minutes for the presentation and 3 minutes for questions.

¥ Speed presentations will be limited to four minutes. See
details below.

¥The abstract should include new information. Abstracts
should not be submitted for presentations that have been
given at previous SCB meetings or similar conferences.

¥The abstract should include specific information about the
results and conclusions of the research. Abstracts that state
Òresults will be discussedÓ will not be accepted.

¥The abstract should have a clear connection to 
conservation biology.

¥ Contributed oral presentations will be grouped by topic.
Please choose from the list of general topic areas to assist us
in selecting an appropriate session for your presentation.

¥ If your abstract is accepted but cannot be accommodated as
an oral presentation, you will be notified as soon as possible
so that you will have ample time to prepare a poster.

¥ Individuals are limited to presenting only one oral or poster
presentation. If your name appears on more than one
abstract, make sure you are listed as the presenter for only
one of them.

Abstract Review Process. Consistent with the commitment of
SCB and the Local Organizing Committee to high-quality
science, the review process for abstracts will be double blind.
That is, reviewers will be anonymous and author names will be
removed from abstracts prior to review. Reviewers only can
evaluate the 200 words they are given; they will not know
whether the author is a respected scientist with many years of
experience. Please read and follow the instructions for
submitting abstracts carefully to maximize the probability that
your abstract not only will be accepted but will be accepted in
your preferred format.

Registration. Presenting authors (oral and poster) must register
for the meeting by 16 March 2007. Because late cancellation
excludes others who might have presented, authors who fail to
notify the Local Organizing Committee of their withdrawal by
18 May 2007 may be excluded from giving a presentation at
the 2008 annual meeting.

Oral Presentations. All oral presentation rooms will be
equipped with a computer and a data projector. If your abstract
is selected you will be notified with an acceptance email around
28 February. Those who are selected to present will be required
to submit their PowerPoint files by 11 June 2007. Detailed
information and instructions will be available to presenters
several months before the meeting.

SPEED PRESENTATIONS

Would your paper topic be of interest to a wide range of
people? Would you like your presentation to lead to an
extended conversation with several colleagues who are
specifically interested in your work? If so, you may wish to
volunteer for Òspeed presentations,Ó a novel format for oral
presentations that was successfully pioneered at SCBÕs 2006
meeting (see page 5) and will be expanded in 2007. In the first
hour of a speed presentation session, 15 speakers will be given
four minutes each to present their key ideas and results. In the
second hour, presenters will station themselves at separate
tables where they can interact with people who are interested in
learning more about their work.

To participate in the speed presentations, simply submit an
abstract according to the standard guidelines and indicate, by
checking the appropriate box, that you would like your abstract
to be considered for a speed presentation. Depending on the
number of submissions we receive, we will convene up to four
speed presentation sessions, each of which will include 15
presentations with a common theme. Please indicate your
preference for a session theme by selecting one of the
following: partnerships for effective conservation; global

2007 ANNUAL MEETING • 1–5 July, Port Elizabeth, South Africa
Call for contributed oral and poster presentations



change and conservation challenges beyond boundaries; linking
freshwater, marine, and terrestrial conservation; interactions
between biodiversity and society; and biological aspects of
conservation. If your abstract is accepted for a speed
presentation, you will be notified by the Local Organizing
Committee and asked to prepare a four-minute presentation
instead of a traditional (15-minute) presentation; if not, your
abstract still will be considered for a traditional oral
presentation or poster.

MENTORING PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS

As described on page 1, the Student Affairs Committee is
offering a mentoring service for students who wish to submit
abstracts for oral or poster presentations whose first language is
not English. Please indicate your desire to apply for this service
during the online abstract submission process. 

STUDENT AWARD CANDIDATES

Student award candidates (restricted to
15-minute oral presentations) must
submit two abstracts. One should be
formatted according to the
instructions given for the regular
contributed presentations and
submitted online by 8 January
2007. In addition, to apply for a
student award, an extended abstract
(minimum 500 words, maximum 800
words) must be submitted to Gwen Coat
(gcoat@conbio.org) no later than 8 January
2007. Please include in the abstract the
names and complete contact information for
all authors and the presentation title. The student who is
applying for the award must be the senior author. If two or
more authors are listed, please outline their roles in the work.
Current students and students with a graduation date of 1 July
2006 or later are eligible to apply. The extended abstract should
be attached as a Microsoft Word or ASCII text file, and the
subject line of the email should be ÒExtended Abstract for SCB
2007.Ó Abstracts that are not formatted according to these
guidelines (and below) will not be accepted.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING ABSTRACTS

Abstracts should be submitted for oral and poster presentations
and for invited symposia. Abstracts for symposium
presentations are by invitation only.

Please follow the instructions carefully, including all requested
information and formatting guidelines. Any abstract with errors
or omissions will be returned to the sender for correction and
runs the risk of missing the abstract submission deadline.
Abstracts should be submitted electronically via the meeting
Web site, www.conbio.org/2007/abstracts. Web submission is
strongly encouraged.

If you cannot submit your abstract via the Web site, please
email your abstract to 2007@conbio.org. The abstract should be
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attached as a Microsoft Word, RTF, or ASCII text file and must
follow the format described in the instructions below. The
subject line of the email should read ÒAbstract for SCB 2007.Ó

Regardless of the method of submission, all abstracts must be
received by 8 January 2007. The Local Organizing Committee
will attempt to notify all authors by 28 February 2007.
Abstracts must be submitted according to the following format.

ABSTRACT FORMAT

To submit your abstract please go to the meeting Web site and
complete the online form. Please do not submit multiple entries
for the same abstract. The online form first requests information
about the abstract itself. The second part of the form requests
information about the authors. You will need to submit multiple
author-pages if your abstract has more than one author. You
may submit information for a maximum of eight authors.

Read these instructions carefully before submitting your
abstract. If you realize that you have made a mistake after you
have submitted your abstract, please contact 2007@conbio.org
for further instructions. Please provide a detailed description of
your mistake(s).

1. Student presentation. Indicate whether the presentation will
be given by a student (regardless of whether the student is a
candidate for a student award).

2. Type of presentation. Indicate whether the abstract is
intended for a contributed oral, contributed poster, either oral or
poster, or an invited symposium presentation, even if you
volunteer for a speed presentation.

3. Speed presentation. If you are interested in volunteering for
a speed presentation, please indicate your preference from the
following topic areas.

¥ Partnerships for effective conservation
¥ Global change and conservation challenges beyond 

boundaries
¥ Linking freshwater, marine, and terrestrial conservation
¥ Interactions between biodiversity and society
¥ Biological aspects of conservation

4. Name of invited symposium. If applicable, indicate the
name of the invited symposium to which the abstract belongs.

5. Authors. List all authors with the name of the presenting
author in CAPITAL LETTERS. Order should be last name first
for the first author, but first name first for all other authors.
Write out full first names.

6. Addresses. List the institutional affiliations and addresses,
including countries, for each author in the same order as above.
For the presenting author only, include an email address in
parentheses at the end of the address. If there are multiple
addresses, place the initials of the author in parentheses at the
end of each address (see examples below).

7. Title. List the title in CAPITAL LETTERS. Titles are limited
to 150 characters.

8. Abstract. The abstract may not exceed 1500 characters
(approximately 200 words). Begin with a clear statement of the



problem or objectives, give brief methods and major results,
and end with a substantial conclusion. Do not use vague
statements such as Òresults will be discussed.Ó Follow the
instructions given below to indicate any special formatting or
symbols within the abstract. Abstracts that exceed the character
or word limit will be returned to the author for revision.

9. Comments. List any necessary comments pertaining to your
abstract submission, including any special scheduling requests.

10. Contact. Provide the name of the contact person for
correspondence, including notification of abstract acceptance
and program position. Include the contact personÕs complete
mailing address and country. Also provide an email address and
telephone number, including the country and city codes.

11. Topic areas. Please choose from the list of general topic
areas to assist us in selecting an appropriate session for your
presentation. Indicate your first, second, and third choices, even
if you are volunteering for a speed presentation.

Adaptive management and monitoring
Alien and invasive species
Freshwater conservation
Biogeography
Climate change
Communications, outreach, and education
Synecological conservation
Societal-driven conservation
Protected area planning and design
Conservation at the land-water interface
Conservation capacity building
Conservation funding and philanthropy
Conservation genetics
Conservation GIS
Conservation in hotspots
Amphibian and reptile conservation
Bird conservation
Fish conservation
Invertebrate conservation
Mammal conservation
Plant conservation
Urban area conservation
Conservation medicine
Conservation of migratory taxa
Conservation of wide-ranging taxa
Conservation on private lands
Desert conservation
Disturbance conservation
Ecological restoration and reconstruction
Economic and social context of biological conservation
Ecosystem / conservation area management: theory and practice
Environmental anthropology
Environmental law
Grassland conservation
Rangeland conservation
Indigenous knowledge and conservation
Inventory and monitoring
Land use planning for conservation
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Landscape ecology
Marine conservation
Mediterranean system conservation 
Politics, policy, and conservation
Population dynamics
Population viability analysis
Conservation modeling
Recovery of endangered species
Remote sensing
Risk assessment and uncertainty
Savanna conservation
Scientists and managers: bridging the gap
Spatial ecology and conservation
Sustainable agriculture
Transboundary conservation areas
Wetland conservation
Forest conservation
Other

Special Characters and Formatting

Abstracts submitted electronically via the meeting Web site are
limited to ASCII text format. Please use the following codes to
indicate the use of special formatting and symbols within the
abstract. Replace special symbols, such as accented letters or
Greek characters, with their text equivalent whenever possible.

FORMAT / EXAMPLE SUBMISSION 
CHARACTER EXAMPLE

italics Salix nigra <i>Salix nigra</i>
underline Book Title <u>Book Title</u>
superscript km2 km<sup>2</sup>
subscript CO2 CO<sub>2</sub>
degree ¡ <degree>
em dash Ñ <em>
en dash Ð <en>
registered ¨ <registered>
trademark ª <trademark>
plus or minus ± <+/->
greater than or equal ! <great/equal>
less than or equal " <less/equal>
tilde ~ <tilde>
percent ä <percent>
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Oral

Consider for speed presentation

FAKU, JANE, Tandi Q. Myoli, Department of Zoology,
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth,
6031, South Africa, jane.faku@nmmu.ac.za

LOCAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE IMPACT OF IVORY
HUNTING ON BIODIVERSITY

Traditionally hunting for ivory was undertaken at a low
scale due to the lack of demand among local cultures of the
Eastern Cape, South Africa. During the 1700s the arrival of
modern fire-arm technology and access to markets
elsewhere in Africa and in Europe led to a large increase in
demand and hence hunting for ivory. A consequence of this
was that hunters also harvested antelope species for meat
while draft oxen had localized impacts on grass species
composition. This combined with increased ox-wagon
traffic lead to accelerated erosion. We conclude that the
demand for ivory therefore impacted on other elements of
biodiversity.

Jane Faku, Department of Zoology, Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth, 6000, South
Africa; jane.faku@nmmu.ac.za ; +27 41 504 1111

Spoof abstract; synecological conservation; mammal
conservation

ABSTRACT EXAMPLES

Either Oral or Poster

Consider for speed presentation

Adams, Diana, Elizabeth Farmer, DOUG ZIFTER.
Department of Botany, University of California, Davis, CA
95616 USA (DA, EF). Valley Environmental Consulting,
2800 Commerce Ave., San Jose, CA 95134 (DZ),
dzifter@veconsult.com

GENETIC STRUCTURE OF THE ENDANGERED
PLANT <i>CORDYLANTHUS PALMATUS</i> WITHIN
SEASONALALKALI WETLANDS

<i>Cordylanthus palmatus</i> is an annual, hemiparasitic
plant that inhabits seasonally flooded wetlands with saline
and alkaline soils in CaliforniaÕs Central and Livermore
valleys. The goal of our research was to inform
conservation strategies for the species by examining genetic
diversity and structure using inter-simple-sequence-repeats
(ISSR) nuclear DNA markers . . . (200 word maximum).

Please schedule after talk by C. Mollis

Doug Zifter, Valley Environmental Consulting, 2800
Commerce Ave., San Jose, CA 95134, USA;
dzifter@veconsult.com; +1 408 555-1212

Conservation genetics; wetland conservation; ecological
restoration and reconstruction

Donations to SCB promote the science
of conservation biology and

protect the diversity of life on Earth

• Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and
reduce income tax by deducting the fair market
value as a charitable contribution.

• Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest may
reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Alan Thornhill

Executive Director, SCB
4245 N. Fairfax Drive

Arlington, VA 22203, USA
1 (703) 276-2384 

athornhill@conbio.org

DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

SCB maintains a series of Web pages with information and
resources for conservation education. Links to these pages are
at www.conbio.org/Resources/education

Academic Programs Database. A database of programs and
faculty in environmental fields worldwide to assist
students in searching for an undergraduate or graduate
program that best matches their interests.

Conservation Literacy Guidelines. Available in English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Kiswahili, and Japanese.

Frequently Asked Questions about conservation biology.
Textbook Resources for teachers of conservation biology.
K-12 Presentation Tips. Advice on how to make presentations

to students at all levels pre-university.
NCEP. The Network of Conservation Educators and

Practitioners is a global project to improve the practice of
biodiversity conservation by improving training in
biodiversity conservation.

SCB Education Symposia. Information from symposia on
education held at SCBÕs annual meetings.

Status of Undergraduate Education. An evaluation of
undergraduate education in conservation compiled by
SCBÕs Education Committee in 2000.
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Announcements
Jobs, Fellowships, and Scholarships

Defenders of Wildlife seeks an International Conservation
Scientist. The position entails both scientific knowledge related
to international wildlife conservation and broad policy
advocacy expertise, including familiarity with the negotiation
and implementation of international agreements. The position
will provide scientific analysis to support DefendersÕ
conservation objectives and engage in advocacy to achieve
those objectives in the program areas of biodiversity
conventions, international marine conservation, regional and
national level conservation initiatives, advocacy on behalf of
key United States agencies, and other international, regional,
and national issues, processes, and projects as necessary. For
more information please contact HR, Defenders of Wildlife,
1130 17th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20036-4604, USA, HR@Defenders.org

A new graduate program,
ÒBiodiversity Conservation and
Sustainable Development in
Southwest China,Ó has been
established at the University of
WisconsinÐMadison with support
from the U.S. National Science
Foundation. Students interested in
interdisciplinary and international
environmental study are invited to
apply for an NSF Integrative
Graduate Education and Research
Traineeship (IGERT). These
traineeships have a generous stipend, tuition
waver, and health-care benefits. IGERT trainees will address
the multidisciplinary challenges of biodiversity conservation
and sustainable development by pursuing a Ph.D. in one of
more than a dozen departments and participating in IGERT
seminars, workshops, language training, and field research in
the Himalayas of Yunnan, China. For more information and
application instructions, visit www.swchina.wisc.edu. The
application deadline is 15 January 2007. Note: University of
WisconsinÐMadison also is home to a second new IGERT
program, Certificate on Humans and the Global Environment,
focused on issues of vulnerability and sustainability of the
global environment. For more information, visit
www.sage.wisc.edu/igert

Bat Conservation International is now accepting applications
for its 2007 Student Research Scholarships. Ten to 15 grants of
up to US$5000 will be made in 2007. Grants will be awarded
for research that is directly related to bat conservation and that
documents roosting and feeding requirements of bats, their
ecological and economic roles, or their conservation needs.

Students enrolled in any college or university worldwide are
eligible to apply. The application deadline for 2007 scholarships
is 15 December 2006. Information and forms are available at
www.batcon.org/bcigrants/scholarintro.asp

Support for Agency Employees 

Given recent controversy surrounding science in the United
States government, Defenders of Wildlife is taking proactive
steps to promote science-based decisions for managing wildlife.
DefendersÕConservation Support Network
(www.conservationsupportnetwork.org) offers federal
employees in the United States a direct link to their specialists
for help with endangered species. DefendersÕspecialists will
work one-on-one with federal employees to help promote
science-based decisions in the federal government. For more
information, please visit the Web site or contact Heather Rorer,
1 202 682-9400 x126, HRorer@defenders.org. 

Teaming with Wildlife

Every state wildlife agency in the United States has completed
a wildlife action plan that outlines actions developed by

scientists, sportsmen,
conservationists, and

community members.
Teaming with Wildlife, a

coalition of more than 4000 organizations and
businesses, including SCB, is working to

obtain the money needed to fully
implement these plans. Since 2000,

the State Wildlife Grants Program has
secured more than $600 million in new funding for on-the-
ground conservation projects. As a coalition member, SCB can
help fulfill the coalitionÕs goal that Òthe scientific research and
knowledge needed to understand and conserve biological
diversity is identified, funded, completed, disseminated and
applied to research, management and policy.Ó Please consider
becoming more involved in this effort by encouraging local
clubs and small businesses to the join the coalition, contacting
your public officials and urging them to support the State
Wildlife Grants, and working with your state fish and wildlife
agency to implement your stateÕs plan. For more information,
including a new summary report prepared by the Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, visit www.teaming.com

Encyclopedia of Earth

With the recent public release of Encyclopedia of Earth
(www.eoearth.org/), scientists around the world are joining to
create a comprehensive, authoritative source of information
about the EarthÕs environments and their interactions with
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human society. The encyclopedia is written and governed by
experts working in an unusual collaborative environment, and it
has been released through the initial work of approximately 300
authors and 100 topic editors. The encyclopedia is overseen by
an international board of advisors. Conservation scientists and
practitioners may write about or edit any topic of interest that
falls within the scope of the encyclopedia. Entries range from
250 to 5000 words and are geared to a general audience.
Articles may be drawn directly from existing material written
by the author, subject to any copyright restrictions. The
encyclopedia is built, maintained, and governed by experts via
a wiki, an online resource that allows users to add and edit
content collectively. Unlike many other wikis, access to the
encyclopedia wiki is restricted to approved experts, and all
content is peer reviewed and approved prior to being published
at the free public site. To contribute, visit www.eoearth.org/,
click on Òbecome a contributor,Ó and follow the guidelines. The
site also contains additional information about the project. For
more information contact Editor Cutler Cleveland
(cutler@bu.edu), Alejandra Roman (eoe@earthportal.net), or
Ida Kubiszewski (ida.kub@gmail.com).

Ornithology Workshops

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory (California, USA) offers
birding workshops for birders and naturalists with expert Al
Jaramillo. A workshop on gulls will be held 9 and 11 January
2007, with a field trip on 13 January. A workshop on waterfowl
will be held on 6 and 8 February, with a field trip on 11
February. A workshop on shorebirds and migration will be held
on 24 and 26 April, with a field trip on 29 April. For course
descriptions and registration information visit
www.sfbbo.org/birdingworkshops.htm or call 1 408 946-6548. 

Meetings

The Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology will host the
international conference Natural Resource Conservation, Use
and Sustainability in Drylands from 18Ð20 December 2006 in
Bhuj-Kachchh, Gujarat State, India. The organizers are able to
cover the cost of accommodation and food (although not air
fare) for attendees from China, Jordan, Mongolia, Mexico, New
Zealand, Australia, and the United States. For more information
contact Vijay Kumar, Vijay196129@gmail.com,
desert_ecology@yahoo.com

The University of Northern British Columbia in collaboration
with the British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range, the
Ministry of Environment, and the Peace Williston
Compensation Program will host the 43rd North American
Moose Conference and Workshop from 2Ð7 June 2007 in
Prince George, British Columbia, Canada. The conference aims
to bring together moose managers, biologists, and other
interested parties from across the range of moose to exchange
ideas and share new developments. For more information

contact Roy Rea (reav@unbc.ca) or visit
http://resweb.res.unbc.ca/namericanmooseconference2007/

The Zoological Society of Southern Africa, Local Organising
Committee at North-West University and Natural Events
cordially invite zoologists, in their professional, management,
and training capacities to the 33rd Meeting of the Zoological
Society of Southern Africa. This meeting will be held at the
North-West University in Potchefstroom, North-West Province,
South Africa, from 8Ð11 July 2007. SCBÕs 2007 annual meeting
(1Ð5 July) will focus on forging partnerships to conserve the
worldÕs biodiversity. The Zoological Society Meeting will
further this goal through additional information transfer,
establishment of broader network channels, and improving
relations with the international community. Proposals for
symposia sessions are invited to address the theme The Sixth
Extinction—Conserving Zoological Biodiversity. For more
information see www.natural-events.com/ZSSA

Society for Conservation Biology Newsletter is published
quarterly. To submit materials or request permission to reprint
articles contact the Editor: Erica Fleishman, National Center
for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis, 735 State Street, Suite
300, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, USA, (805) 892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.edu. Decisions concerning publication
rest with the Editor.
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after their application has been reviewed. The Executive Office
will continue working with Regional Sections, Working Groups,
local chapters, and various partners over the coming months to
distribute sponsored memberships equitably among developing
countries. Please direct any questions about sponsored
memberships to Kat Powers (kpm@conbio.org).

Membership and Subscription Structure

Beginning in late November
2007, SCB will simplify our
current membership model,
separating subscriptions to
publications from membership
per se. Four membership
packages will be available
(see table).

You may add additional items, such as subscriptions to affiliate
publications (e.g., Biological Conservation, Pacific Conservation
Biology) or contributions to scholarship programs, to your
package order.

The geographic pricing structure of subscriptions also will
change. Subscription costs no longer will vary as a function of
address. Instead, we will charge a flat shipping feeÑ20% of the
package costÑfor locations outside of the United States (the
United States is the point of origin for mailing). 

Discounts of 50% off the price of any package are available to
students, members who are retired / emeritus, and residents of
developing countries. 

Changes to the membership and subscription structure will be
reflected on renewal forms as well as new-membership forms.
Please send any questions or suggestions regarding these
changes to Kat Powers. We greatly appreciate your assistance
and patience during this transition.

Online Free Access to Publications and New Membership Structure

SCB membership packages as of November 2006

Comprehensive SCB membership + Conservation Biology + Conservation In Practice

Academic SCB membership + Conservation Biology

Practitioner SCB membership + Conservation In Practice

Basic SCB membership

Online Free, from page 1


