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Online Free & sponsored memberships

expand access to SCB publications

On 24 August 2006, SCB announced the availability of free online
access to Society publications for members in developing
countries. Since then, the number of developing countries that
access publications online and the frequency of visits to
publications has increased. For example, Conservation Biology has
been accessed an average of 23 times per day with a maximum of
56 times in one day. Frequency of use has been especially high in
India (53), Mexico (47), Bhutan (38), Hungary (28), Argentina (22),
and Ecuador (22). The number of online visits also remains high in
developed countries, especially the United States. Between late
August and mid October, Biological Conservation was accessed an
average of 7 times per day with a maximum of 26 times in one day.
Frequency of use was greatest in Chile (83), India (40), Venezuela
(22), Mexico (21), Bhutan (19), and Brazil (16). Data concerning
online use of Conservation In Practice are still being collected. A
formal report on the progress of Online Free access will be
available by early 2007.

Online Free access is available to all active SCB members in
developing countries. To become a member of SCB or
to assist your colleagues in joining SCB, please

visit www.conbio.org/join. The US$10 Membership
Only option gives residents of developing

countries automatic access to online

publications. Please contact Kat Powers
(kpm@conbio.org) if you are unable to submit
payment online; other payment options are

available. In addition, sponsored

memberships are available for those in

need. More information on sponsorship is

provided below.

Sponsored Memberships

Thanks to a grant from The Nature Conservancy
(TNC), SCB is currently offering two-year
sponsored memberships to individuals in
developing countries. Sponsored

memberships are offered in conjunction with

the new Online Free access to publications.
TNC and SCB hope that the two programs

will enable our colleagues in developing
countries to obtain additional resources for
conservation science and practice.

Since the initiation of Online Free, SCB has
received more than 90 requests for

Mentoring for student abstracts

In 2005,morethan1600individualsfrom 68 countries
attendedhe annualSCB meetingin Brazil. Many were
partof the growing proportionof SCB memberdor
whom Englishis a secondanguageAs anorganization
dedicatedo global conservationSCBis conscioughat
conductingmeetingsn Englishshouldnot makeit more
difficult for anymemberto attendandpresentThis
considerations especiallyimportantwith respecto
studentsfor whomthe annualmeetingis an opportunity
to shareideasandestablishprofessionatontacts.

To encouraggarticipationin the 2007 annualmeeting,
SCB®StudentAffairs Committeeis offering a mentoring
servicefor studentsubmittingabstractgor oral or
posterpresentationgvhosefirst languageas not English.

Mentorswill provideguidanceon grammarandclarity of
writing andwill ensurethatthe abstracimeetsthe
technicalcriteriafor submissionThe mentorwill return
theabstracto the studentwith suggeste¢hangesThe
mentorwill not providescientificguidancenor write the
abstracbr presentation.

Applicationsfor assistancenaybefiled onlinethrough
theabstracsubmissiomprocesgor the 2007 meeting.
Furtherdetailsandinstructionswill be sentto the email
addresghatyou providewith your online abstract
submissionPleaselo not contactany membersof SCB
directly to requesimentoringservices.

sponsored membership. Many requests already have been
met. During the two years of their membership, recipients
will have online access to Conservation Biology, Biological
Conservation, and Conservation In Practice.

Sponsored memberships primarily have been requested
from Africa, Austral and Neotropical America, and Asia.
Few requests have been received from Europe, although a
considerable number of SCB memberships were purchased
at the European Congress of Conservation Biology in
August (see page 2). To date, no applications for
sponsored membership have been received from countries
in the Australasian region.

Please make your colleagues in developing countries
aware of these sponsored memberships. Requests for
sponsorship are available at www.conbio.org/Resources/
Contact/. Individuals who submit a request will be notified

see Online Free, page 16
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UPDATES FROM REGIONAL SECTIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

AFRICA

Thereis muchto seein SouthAfrica beforeor afterthe 2007
annualmeeting(seepagel0). PremierTravelhasprepared
severaltinerariesexclusivelyfor SCB membersandtheir
travelingcompanionsDay-by-dayitineraries tour details,and
travelinformationfor SCB membersrisiting SouthAfrica are
availableat www.premierafricatours.com

AUSTRALASIA

The 12thAustraliaNew ZealandSystemsSocietyConference,
Sustaining our Social and Natural Capital, will be held3D6
DecembeR006in KatoombaNew SouthWales Australia.The
conferences co-hostedy Blue MountainsWorld Heritage
Institute,Action LearningAction ResearctandProcess
Managemenfssociation Societyfor Organisationalearning
Australia,andISCE Events Mansfield,USA. More detailsare
availableat www.bmwhi.og.au/bmwhi_currentevents.html

Thetriennial meetingof the MalacologicalSocietyof
AustralasiaMolluscs in Research, Conservation and
the Economy, will be held6B8Decembe2006

at the University of Wollongong,with
workshopsrom 4b5and9b10December

The meetingwill focuson currentresearct
involving molluscsin the
Australasiararea.Themes
includeaquaculturefisheries,
parasitologyinvasivespecies,
conservatiorandecology
systematicsandgeneticsand

developmentFor moreinformation

or to registervisit www.uow.edu.au
conferences/MOLLUSCSO0&r

contactMark Norman(mnorman@
museum.vic.goau)or Winston
Ponder(wponder@bigpond.net.au).

TamarNRM, in associatavith the Centrefor Environment,
University of Tasmaniawill hostthe conferenceBiodiversity:
Balancing Conservation and Production from 26D28June
2007.For moreinformationcontactAmandaBruce
(amanda.bruce@launceston.tas.gojor the Conference
ManagersP3 63301444, Luba.Richards@
conferenceplus.com.au

Participaten theinauguralmeetingof the AustralasiaSection
of the Societyfor ConservatiorBiology atthe conferencéhe
Biodiversity Extinction Crisis: an Australasian and Pacific
Response. The conferencewill beheld10D13July 2007at The
University of New SouthWales,SydneyA Websitewill be
launchedsoon.In the meantimemoreinformationis available
from KarenFirestongkfirestone@unsvwedu.au)r Richard
Kingsford (r.kingsford@unsvedu.au).

EUROPE

Thefirst EuropearCongres®f ConservatiorBiology, heldin
August2006,wasdeclareda greatsuccesdy organizersand
participantsalike. With morethan1000participant§rom more
than50 countriesthe scientific programreflecteddiverse
backgroundsareasof researchandcultures.Nonethelesshere
wasgreatcoherenceén the prioritiesexpresse@ndit is clear
thatconservatiorbiologistsacrossEuropehavemanycommon
goals.Thecongressalsocatalyzednanynew collaborations
andhighlightedthe desire(andneed)of conservatiorbiologists
to work with otherscientistgsociologistsgeconomistsandso
forth), educatorspractitionersanddecision-makers.

In additionto providinga venuefor Europearconservation
biologiststo meetandsharetheir researchexperienceand
insights,oneof the objectivesof the ECCBwasto raisethe
profile of SCBandthe EuropeSectionamonggovernment
administratorsat boththe nationalandEuropearievel. During
the six daysof the congressparticipantshadthe opportunityto
meetwith LadislavMiko, oneof thedirectorsat the Directorate
Generalfor Environmentof the EuropearCommissionAndrfs
Demeter EnlagementCoordinatoron conservationssues
of the DirectorateGeneraffor EnvironmentMikl—s
Pers¥nyiHungarianEnvironmentMinister; and
JanSzyszko PolishEnvironment
Minister. This gavean opportunityfor
conservatiorbiologiststo furtherengagewith
policy atthe Europearievel. For example the
participantsurgedthe environmenmministers,
who werepreparingfor a meetingin
Polandshortly afterthe congressto
strengtherthe Natura2000
network.During his speechl adislav
Miko calledfor betterprotectionof the
few remainingpristineareasn Europe.

Anotherimportantobjectiveof the ECCBwasSCB andsection
recruitmentApproximately150individualsjoined SCB,
bringingthe numberof Europearmemberdo 750.Not all of
theseEuropeansremembersf the EuropeSection.We
remindyou thatall SCB memberanay becomevoting
memberof two sectionsTo join a section visit SCB&Web
siteandupdateyour personabprofile.

As well asensuringprofessionabelivery of audiovisual
supportduringthe scientific program thelocal organizers
developedhnoutstandingsocialprogram.Thanksto Andrts
Bildi andthe local organizingcommitteeonceagainfor all
their hardwork. They succeedeth makingthe ECCB atruly
memorableesventandseta high standardor othersto follow.
Picturesarepostedat www.eccb2006.ay

ThesecondECCBwill beheldin 2009.The SectionBoardhas
invited full proposaldrom Finland,GreeceandCzech
Republic.Thesitewill bedecidedearlyin 2007.



Threepositionson the Boardof Directorswill be decided
during this year® election.Profilesof the candidatesindvoting
instructionsareavailableon SCB&Website. All section
membersareeligible andencouragedo vote.

To contactthe Boardof Directorswith questionsor comments
email europe@conservationbiologyg or visit the Section©
Web site (www.conbio.org/Sections/Europefihe Web site
includesdetailsaboutcommitteeactivitiesandopportunities
to becomeanvolved.

Owen Nevin

AORTH AMERICA

This pastsummerthereinsof Presidenbf the North America
Sectionof SCB passedrom SteveTrombulakto me.Giventhat
Steveand| havesimilar haircuts(sparse)listento alot of the
samemusic,andhavecongruentlystrongopinionsaboutthe
intrinsic valueof biodiversityandwildnessi,it is unlikely that
anyonewill seemuchof achangen thedirectionof the
section.Basically | planto continueSteve§questto strengthen
therole of the sectionin informing conservatiorpolicy; to
improvethefinancial statusof the sectionsothatwe cando
moregoodwork andachievesomefiscal autonomy;andto
meetthe needsof our membershipn termsof news,relevant
meetingsandprofessionakervice.l amfortunatethatour new
Presidentlect, EricaFleishmanalsois committedto these
goalsandthatwe work well together

Thefirst bit of newsconcernsanimportantmeetingin May
2007.From 2007 onwardswe planto hold meetingsof the
North AmericaSectionin everyOodd®ear i.e., theyearsin
which the global SCB meetingis held outsideNorth America.
In 2007we will movein this newdirectionby participatingas
aninvited co-sponsoin the InternationalConferenceon
EcologyandTransportatiol COET), whichwill be heldfrom
20b25Viay in Little Rock,Arkansagseewww.icoet.net/
ICOET2007.asp)l. amorganizinga symposiumwith the
tentativetitle Reconciling Conservation Planning and
Transportation Planning on a Regional Scale. The symposium
will beheldfrom 1:30D5:0P.M. on Thursday24 May. A
sectionmembers@eetingwill takeplaceimmediatelyafterthe
symposiumfrom 5:00D06:0PM. All membersf the section
areinvited to attendthe ICOET conferenceandmembersO
meeting.The conferencewill be especiallyrelevantto section
memberswith aninterestin roadecology which | suggests
oneof themostcritical conservatiorissuesn North America.
Roadsaremajorinfluencesbothin urbanizinglandscapes,
whereroadkill andbarriereffectsaremajorthreatsto
populationviability, andin wildlands,whereroadlessareasthe
integrity of watershedsandthe persistencef speciesensitive
to humanactivity areall atrisk from road-building.The
FreshwateWorking Grouphopesthatmanyof its members
will attendthe ICOET conferenceandthe SocialScience
Working Groupalsoplansto beinvolved. Thelevel of
participationby our section®membersn ICOET will helpus
to determinethe needfor regularbiennialmeetingsandto
evaluatewhetherwe shouldhold a separateneetingexclusively
for our sectionor continuemeetingwith othergroups.

The sectionboardmetbriefly duringthe 2006annualmeeting.
We all agreedhatwe needmoney Our sectioncurrently
receives$1000annuallyfrom SCB,whereaothersections
receive$5000annually(thanksto a grantearmarkedor
regionalsectionsexceptNorth America).The section
previouslyhasraisedsomefundsfrom foundationgor specific
projects for examplearecentscientific panelon fire
managemerin forestsof the westernUnited Stateqsee
www.conbio.og/
Sections/NAmerica/
NAPolicy. CFM#NA20060228nd
anarticlein the November2006issue
of Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment). Currently $3175remains
in our accountwhich we areholdingfor

travel of officersor othersectionmembergo meetings
specificallyrelatedto the businesf the sectionNfor example,
meetingswith foundationgo raisesupportfor section
initiatives or with governmenstaff on specificpolicy issues.
EricaFleishmarandl havewritten a draft letter of intent,
which we will sendto two or morefoundationsto establisha
Web-basedrackingandevaluationsystemfor regional
conservatiorplansin North America.Nick Salafsky
(Foundation®f Success)aformer SCB boardmemberanda
key playerin the global ConservatiorMeasuregartnership,
will bejoining usin thateffort. Wish usluck, andl will keep
you informedaboutthis effort in subsequentommunications.

Beyondspecificprojects the sectionrequiresfundsfor basic
supportandcapacity-buildingo advanceour work, which also
will increaseour self-relianceandautonomyasa section.
Eventuallywe maywish to form our own not-for-profit
corporation.Thetopicsof a developmenstrategyand
organizationahutonomywill bediscussedy the sectionboard
overthe comingmonths.

Our mostexciting newsis that SCB, afteryearsof trying, is
finally hiring a Policy Director. Becausdhe foundationghat
aresupportingthis positionspecifiedthatthe positionbe
focusedargely on North Americanissuesthe sectionwill be
closelyinvolvedin hiring the Policy Directorandin working
with that personto identify key policy issuesanddevelopa
strategyto assuremeaningfulinput from sectionmemberon
all policy initiatives. We foreseesometensionbetweerthe
North Americanandglobalresponsibilitief the Policy
DirectorNthe personmight be pulledin two directions.
Thereforewe will seekfundingadequateo assuraghatwe
havea persondevotedentirelyto North Americanpolicy issues,
ideally complementedby anotherpositiondevotedto global
policy issuesWe will keepyou posted.

Finally, our sectionneedso form a NominationsCommittee
beforethe endof 2006sothata ballot for newboardmembers
canbeincludedin the February2007issueof the newsletter
Voting will takeplacefrom mid-FebruarythroughMarch.
Pleaserolunteerfor the NominationsCommitteeif you are
interestedNanddon®forgetto vote!

Reed Noss



EcolocGical eEconomiCs AND SUSTAINABIUTY
SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Therecently-established/orking Groupfor Ecological
Economicsand SustainabilityScienc WGEESS)is an
internationalgroupof SCB membersvho seekthe
incorporationof ecologicalprinciplesinto economicsand
economigpolicy-making.Thefeaturedissuefor the WGEESS
is the relationshipof economicgrowthNincreasingproduction
andconsumptiorof goodsandservicesNtoconservatiorof
biotic diversity

Unlike manyotherorganizationsthe WGEESSis not a primary
forum for deliberationor debateon Olimitsto growth.ONe
acknowledgehe valueof suchgroups,encourageheir
deliberationsandassistin providingtheminformationand
expertiseHowever the WGEESSalsorecognizeghe needfor
groupsof conservatiorprofessionalsvho alreadyhave
achievedunity on this crucialissue.This unity is requiredto
work efficiently at bringing principlesof ecologyinto
economicsandeconomigpolicy-makingvenues.

What We Do

The pilot projectof the WGSSEEis the developmenbf a
positionon economiogrowth for consideratiorby SCB.
Professionasocietypositionsareusedto educatehe public
andpolicy makerson thetechnicalaspect®f public policy. The
WGSSEFErecognizeshatthe public andpolicy makershave
not developedanaccurataunderstandingf the conflict
betweereconomicgrowthandbiodiversityconservationThe
WGSSEEs alsohometo SCBmembersvho work onissues
relatedto the conflict betweereconomicgrowthand
biodiversityconservationSuchissuegyenerallyfall underthe
rubric of ecologicaleconomicsandsustainabilityscienceand
includethelikes of ecologicalfootprinting, naturalcapital
valuation,PeakQil, alternativeenergyfutures,environmental
justice,andthe political economyof biodiversityconservation.

Who Should Join

Are you an SCB membemwho recognizesa fundamental
conflict betweereconomicgrowth andbiodiversity
conservation™ so,you shouldjoin the WGEESS Also, all
SCB membersvho work within the frameworkof ecological
economicsaandsustainabilityscienceareencouragedo join.
WGEESmemberswill be partof aloose-knitbut valuable
networkof informationexchangen all aspect®of ecological
economicsaandsustainabilitysciencerelevantto conservatiorof
biotic diversity

Thereareno duesto join the WGEESS Directinquiriesto
Brian Czech,Interim Chair, brianczech@juno.con, 703901-
7190,www.conbio.og/workinggroups/EESS/

Interim Board of Directots

Brian Czech Interim Chair
William Bridgeland At Large (in lieu of PastChair)
Max Christian,At Large (in lieu of ChairElect)

CoreyPeet,Secretary

Oliver PergamsChief FinancialOfficer
Martin Dieterich,EuropearChair
MansiGrover, Indian Chair

ChuckWiller, Marine Chair
JonRosalesAustralandNeotropicalAmericaChair
Alexey Voinoy, Asian Chair
StephanielanuchowskiAustralasiarChair
PattyZaradic,North AmericanChair
McArd JosephMlotha, African Chair
Mark Zegler StudentChair

Pleasesendthefollowing informationby mail or emailto Brian
Czech5101South11th Street Arlington, Virginia, USA,
22204 brianczech@juno.com

(1) name,(2) affiliation, (3) completemailing address(4)
telephonenumber (5) email,and(6) any SCB Sectionsof
which you area voting member

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Mordy Ogada(Presidentlect)is leadingour adhoc 2007
meetingcommitteewith assistancéom working groupboard
memberdrom Africa andRobinAbell. Activities proposedor
themeetingincludefreshwater-relatedymposiaand
presentationsa fun run, afield trip organizedoy a groupof
experiencedouthAfrican river ecologistsandtentatively
scheduledor 1 July, andan exhibitionboothto advertise
freshwatemwork andserveasa point of informationfor
freshwatemctivities.

Two symposiavereproposedor the 2007 meeting.Freshwater
Conservation Assessment, Planning, Governance and
Management is beingorganizedoy JeannéNel, Ken Vance-
Borland,Bob PresseyandDirk Roux.Integrated Conservation
of Africa’s Freshwater Biodiversity wasproposedy Robin
Abell, Michele Thieme,lan Harrison,andNed Gardiner

Working groupmembersareencouragedo submitabstract$or
oral andposterpresentationat the meeting.

JoshViersandPierrede Villiers areorganizinga workshop,
Biodiversity and Vines, with afocuson sustainable
winegrowingandconservatiorof freshwateisystemsn
Stellenboscl{WesternCape).Theworkshopwill precedehe
SCBmeetingin PortElizabeth(EasternCape).

ThanHitt is developinga posterto highlight activitiesof the
working groupat the North AmericaSectionmeetingin Little
Rock,Arkansaqseeabove).

We haveapproximatelys00working groupmembersut only
about200arememberof thelistserv If you would like to stay
informedaboutfreshwatemctivitiesin SCB, pleasesubscribeat
http://list.conbio.org/mailman/listinfo/freshwatefhelist is
moderatedandthe volumeof messages not high. You need
not be a memberof the working groupto subscribe.

Aventino Kasangaki



ONLINE CATALOG OF SOCIAL SCIENCE TOOLS

The Social SciencéNorking Group
(SSWG)haslaunchedts Web Catalogof
ConservatiorSocialSciencelools
(www.conbio.org/workinggroups/sswg/
catalog/).The catalogis designedor
conservatiorpractitionersplanners,
studentsandresearchergiterestedn the
socialdimensionsf conservationThe
aimis to provideconservation
practitionerswith greatercapacityto
integratesocialsciencesnto their work
by linking practitionergo key social
scienceoolsandmethodological
approachesndby providing contextfor
thesetools. Thetoolsin the catalogare
intendedto be usedby practitionerswith
socialandenvironmentabackgrounds:
socialscientistdamiliar with biodiversity
conservationandconservation
practitionerswith knowledgeof
theoreticalndmethodologicainsights
providedby the socialsciences.

The catalogis organizedfor useby a
wide audienceAfter a brief overviewof
its purposeandstructure the catalog
providesintroductionsto the principal
disciplinesin conservatiorsocialscience,

SCIENTIFIC"SPEED DATING”

A report on SCB’s experiment with a new presentation format
for scientific meetings

brief description®f the methodological
approachesnderlyingsocialscience
tools,introductionsto commonsocial
challengedacing conservation
practitionersprief descriptionf the
differenttypesof conservation
interventionsa searchableatabasef
socialsciencetools,andlinks to Web
sitescontainingotherusefulresources.

The catalogincludesthreetypesof
complementaryesources.
¥Practicaltools: manualsandguides
abouthow to accomplisha task
¥AcademicSourceskey theoretical
papersor booksthathaveinfluenced
thinking abouta specificissueor
problemwithin conservationand
importantresearcHindings
¥Otherresourcescasestudies,
programsworkshopproceedings,
policy briefs,andotherresourceshat
illuminate atopic or issue

The Catalogof ConservatiorSocial
ScienceToolsis a productof the SSWG
ConservatiorCommittee The
developmenbf the catalogwasled by
RodolfoTello (World Wildlife

FundbUnitedstatednternandUniversity
of Maryland,CollegeParkgraduate
student)jn consultationwith Diane
RusselllUSAID andSSWGConservation
CommitteeChair) andMike Mascia
(World Wildlife FundbUnitedtatesand
SSWGPresident)Financialsupportto
developthe catalogwasprovidedby the
JohnD. andCatherinel. MacArthur
Foundationwith in-kind supportfrom the
World Wildlife FundbUnitecbtates
ConservatiorScienceProgramandSCB.

Althoughthe architectureof the Web site
is largely developedandit is already
populatedvith morethan260documents,
the organizersmeedassistancérom the
conservatiorandsocialscience
communitieso makethe catalogmore
robust.We requesiassistancen short
written overviewsof specificsocial
sciencdlisciplines,socialchallengesand
methodologicabpproacheleaseseethe
Web sitefor areasunderconstruction.

For furtherinformation,to provide
feedbackor to contributetoolsandnotes
to the catalog pleasecontactDiane
Russell(dirussell@usaid.gov).

During its 2006annualmeeting,SCB brokefree from the
hideboundshacklesf traditionto try a newformatfor oral

presentationsNspeegresentations.

We experimentedvith the speedpresentatioriormatin two

createdcby the
first sessionAs
partof this
experimental
approacho

separatsessionsOnesessiorfocusedargely on biologically-
orientedtopics,andonesessiorfocusedon socially-oriented
topics.Eachsessiorwastwo hourslong. In thefirst hour, 15
presentersveregiventhreeminuteseachto presentheir key
ideasandresults.In the secondhour, presenterstationed
themselvest separateéableswherethey couldinteractwith
audiencanembersnterestedn learningmoreabouttheir work.

Our hypothesedn enteringthis experimentwerethatthe speed
sessionsvould (a) exposeaudiencememberdo a wide rangeof
presentationghatthey might not otherwiseattend,and(b)
allow for moreintimate,meaningfuldiscussiorandinteraction
thannormally occursduring oral presentatiorsessions.

A total of 290 peopleattendedhetwo sessionswith more
people(195) attendingthe second Osocial®essioron 28 June.
Thediscrepancyn attendancenay havebeendueto high
interestin socially-orientedopics,or the positive ObuzzO

presentations,

session

organizersasked

participantspoth

presentersndaudience

membersto submita brief
evaluationquestionnaireEvaluationsverereceivedfrom more
than60% of participantsEvaluationresponsesveresimilar for
both sessionsynlessotherwiseindicatedbelow

An overwhelmingmajority (85% of respondentacrosshe two
sessionsjndicatedthat SCB shouldcontinueto offer sessions
in the speedpresentatioriormat. A large majority of
participantdndicatedthatthe overallquality of the sessions
wasgood(59%) or excellent(22%),andalmost2/3 of

see Speed Dating, page 9



In Memoriam

As conservation researchers and practitioners, we
typically seek to maintain a level of professional
detachment, careful to discriminate between the objects
of the work and the character of those who dedicate
their lives to conservation. Yet we also are humans who
care very much about the natural world and about each
other. In recent months, we have been humbled and
saddened by a series of tragedies. The Society for
Conservation Biology extends its deepest sympathies to
the family, friends, and colleagues of those remembered
here. Several more-extensive tributes will be included in
a forthcoming issue of Conservation Biology .

Nepal’s Heroes of Conservation

On 24 September 2006, a helicopter carrying many of
Nepal’s leading conservationists and several foreign
dignitaries crashed shortly after leaving the remote
mountain village of Ghunsa, where the team had
traveled to celebrate the transfer of the Kangchenjunga
Conservation Area to local management. There were no
survivors of the crash.

We remember Mingma Norbu Sherpa, Director of
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Eastern

Himalayas Program; Chandra Gurung,
WWF-Nepal’s country representative;

Tirtha Man Maskey, former Director-

General of the country’s Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Harka Gurung,
Nepal’s foremost geographer, former minister, and
WWF Adviser; Gopal Rai, Minister of State of
Forests and Soil Conservation; Neena Rai;
Damodar Parajuli, Acting Secretary—Ministry of
State of Forests and Soil Conservation; Narayan
Poudel, Director-General of the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation; Sharad
Rai, Director-General of the Department of Forests;
Pauli Mustonnen, Chargé d’Affaires of the
Embassy of Finland; Margaret Alexander, Deputy
Director, USAID; Bijnan Acharya, Program
Development Specialist, USAID; Jill Bowling,
Conservation Director, WWF-UK; Jennifer Headley,
Coordinator, Himalaya Program, WWF-UK;
Matthew Preece, Program Officer,

WWF-US; Yeshi Lama, Senior Program

Manager, Mountain Program, WWF-Nepal;

Vijaya Shrestha, Federation of Nepal

Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Hem Raj
Bhandari and Sunil Singh, Nepal Television; Dawa
Tshering, Chair, Kangchenjunga Conservation Area
Management Committee; two Russian pilots; and two
Nepali crew members.

WWEF will publicly recognize and honor the
accomplishments, commitment, and spirit of those lost
in Nepal at a service at the National Cathedral in
Washington, D.C. on 30 November at 2:00 P.M.

Mario Ramos

Mario Ramos, a member of SCB’s Board of Governors
from 1989 to 1992, died following a sudden heart
attack on 11 September 2006. He was 59 years old.
One of Mexico’s top ornithologists, Mario was the
founder and first president of the Neotropical
Ornithological Society, founder of CIPAMEX, and
Program Manager, Biodiversity of the Global
Environment Facility. Mario was regarded as a friend
and much-loved colleague by the many people he
helped, from indigenous people and local NGOs to
national delegations at meetings of the Convention on
Biological Diversity. A conservation award has been
established to honor Mario’s commitment and passion
for ornithology and biodiversity conservation.

Ricardo Tarifa

Ricardo Tarifa, a Brazilian Forestry Specialist
with the World Bank, died in a GOL Airline
crash in Brazil on 29 September 2006. Ricardo
worked on Amazonian issues for much of his
life, first with the Instituto do Homem e
Meio Ambiente (IMAZON) and then, since
1995, with the Brazil Rain Forest Unit at
the World Bank. An avid cyclist, he was
finalizing plans for a two-year bicycle trip to
visit the world’s major forests. A
commemorative service was held in
Washington, D.C. on 3 November.

David Michael Veverka

David Veverka was a student in the
Department of Wildlife Ecology, President
of the local SCB chapter, and Vice
President of the student chapter of
The Wildlife Society at the
University of Maine. With the help
of a National Science Foundation
Research Experience for
Undergraduates Award, David
developed a comprehensive
research project on the effects of
forest harvesting on small
mammals. A veteran of the elite Old
Guard of the 3rd U.S. Infantry, David
was called to military service in Iraq
during his final semester of
undergraduate study. On 6 May 2006,
David was killed by a roadside bomb. He
was 26 years old. The University of Maine has
established a scholarship fund in David’s
memory, which received partial proceeds from a
benefit auction at SCB’s 2006 annual meeting. If
you wish to contribute to this fund, please contact
David Patrick (David_Patrick@umit.maine.edu).






An Introduction to Economics for Conservation Professionals

This is an abbreviated version of the economics piece featured
in the online tools catalog (see page 5). | would like to thank
Brian Czech and Murray Rudd for their contributions and
comments, and Robin Naidoo, Kate Krause, and Diane Russell
for their excellent comments. Any remaining errata are my fault.
I would appreciate any feedback on this piece. Please write me
at nejemraheem@yahoo.com

Economics is the study of how humans allocate any resource
that exists in insufficient quantity to satisfy all users. The major
divisions of economics are macroeconomics (interactions at the
national and international level) and microeconomics
(interactions at the level of individuals and corporations).
Because most conservation challenges engage groups of
individuals functioning at scales smaller than nations, most
economists who work on environmental issues are
microeconomists. Global and cross-border issues such as
climate change and invasive species also render
macroeconomics, which addresses trade and economic growth,
pertinent to conservation.

Most economics taught in universities and applied by
government agencies is a subset of neoclassical economics.
Neoclassical economics relies on several fundamental
assumptions about human behavior, such as ordered and
rational preferences. Two further assumptions central to
neoclassical economics are that individuals maximize utility
(measurable satisfaction), and that corporations or firms
maximize profit (total revenue minus total cost).

Microeconomics is therefore utility-theoretic, or predicated on
a Outilityfunction,Gan algorithm that describes the relationship
between an individual® consumption of a good or service and
the satisfaction derived from that consumption. Economic theory
posits that under certain conditions, an unfettered market
(where buyers and sellers can communicate and exchange) will
tend to allocate resources to the highest bidder. Because that
bidder is willing to pay the highest amount for the resource, it
follows that he or she values the resource more than any other
bidder. Accordingly, it can be said that the highest bidder
Oshould@eceive the resource. This argument is contentious,
particularly outside the discipline.

Neoclassical macroeconomics arose principally from the work
of John Maynard Keynes during the Great Depression. Prior to
the Depression, many economists believed and taught that
markets in the macroeconomy responded smoothly to shifts in
demand or supply and yielded new equilibria fairly rapidly. This
frictionless movement suggested there was little need for
government intervention in the form of monetary policy (money
supply and interest rates) or fiscal policy (taxes and government
spending). During the Depression, markets repeatedly failed to
work smoothly. Economists realized that smooth transitions
were based on assumptions such as full employment and
maximized production capacity. Keynes demonstrated that slack
in the economy (suboptimal production, unemployment) resulted
in slow or Osticky@ansitions between equilibria. Keynes and his
followers advocated the importance of policy interventions.

Schools of Thought

Within microeconomics, the most conservation-relevant
subfields are natural resource, environmental, ecological,
and institutional economics. Natural resource economists
focus on resource extraction, generally seeking optimal rates of
withdrawal. Environmental economists consider allocation of
environmental goods and services in a market context. They
generally seek to define prices for environmental benefits and
costs, which often do not have known prices, and optimize the
allocation of benefits and costs via a price mechanism.
Environmental economics deals with OmarkefailuresGand
Oexternalities.O

Market failure refers to poor allocation of resources due to the
absence of one or more of the prerequisites for functioning
markets. These prerequisites include perfect information about
the good or service and freedom from externalities. An
externality is an outcome of either consumption or production
whose effects are not paid for (Qinternalized@y the producer or
consumer. Externalities can be positive (e.g., public health
benefits of vaccinations) or negative (e.g., coastal erosion due
to destruction of mangrove forests for aquaculture). Economists
believe that goods and services fall into the OmarkefailureO
category for many different reasons. For example, we often lack
complete information about the goods and services that
ecological systems provide. Markets therefore cannot allocate
goods and services efficiently because we donOunderstand the
true value of goods and services or the costs of their
destruction. Environmental economists regard market failure as
a reason why environmental resources often are consumed at
an unsustainable rate or destroyedNresources simply arenOt
priced correctly.

Ecological economics generally is not defined as a
subdiscipline of neoclassical economics, but views economics
as a subdiscipline of ecology. The work of ecological economics
arises from natural laws, particularly the laws of
thermodynamics. To ecological economists, a market system is
an inappropriate concept to use for modeling natural
phenomena, so the absence of market properties is not a
serious problem. Among the fundamental concepts of ecological
economics are that economy is subject to biophysical
constraints, there should be globally equitable distribution of the
goods and services necessary for a high quality of life, and
environmental management should be both economically
efficient and inherently precautionary and adaptive.

The essential premise of institutional economics is that the
institutions or Orulesof the gameOgoverning transactions in any
system are what define that system, rather than generalizations
about human behavior. One difference between institutional and
neoclassical economics is the concept of bounded rationality.
Neoclassical microeconomics assumes that all agents are
rational and base decisions on a perfect conceptual model.
Bounded rational agents instead are limited in their ability to
formulate and solve complex problems to process information.
Another difference between institutional and neoclassical



economics is their treatment of transaction costs, the costs
(monetary, time) that attend any transaction. Neoclassical
economists often dismiss transaction costs as superfluous to the
actual transaction. Laws (institution) governing the sale of water
rights (transaction) are perceived by neoclassicists as an
impediment to a functioning market. To an institutionalist,
transaction costs are central to an analysis.

speedoresentatiorirom threeminutesto four or five minutes.
About a quarterof respondentgelt thatthe breadthof
presentationopicscould be narrowedandthe numberof
presentinqauthorsdecreased.

Ourinitial interestin the speedoresentatiofiormatemepged
not only from the desireto packa variety of presentationito
an efficient format, but alsoto providean opportunityfor
networkinganddiscussioramongpresentersindaudience
membersDiscussionn bothsessionappearedively. In the
secondsessioron 28 June morethan100 peoplewerestill
presenandengagedvith the presentersnorethan40 minutes
into the discussiorperiod.A fair numberof respondent§41%
acrosshoth sessionsjeportedthatthey madeusefulcontacts
andnetworkedto somedegreeasaresultof the speedsessions,
but only 15% saidthatthey madeusefulcontactsor networked
Omorghana bitOor Odot.O

Economics and Conservation

Economics contributes theory, methods, and practical
experience to assessment of human interactions and their
influence on conservation. All of the schools of economic
thought can contribute via

¥ Support to conservation initiatives through fieldwork, data
collection, knowledge of human interactions and markets,
and methodologies such as linking GIS with economic
data to model conservation decisions Oneconcernthe organizershadgoingin wasthe distributionof
audiencanembersaamongthe presentersluringthe discussion
period;would somepresentergparticularlycomparativelywell-
known presentershe surroundedy peoplewantingto talk to
them,andothersleft with few or none?Thedistributionof

audiencanembersvasunevenput noticeablylesssoduring

¥Critical engagement with conservation initiatives from the
perspective of market and non-market behavior; rectifying
inadequate social science inputs, such as historical and
institutional analyses, to conservation planning

¥ Support for alternative paradigms of conservation such as
community-based conservation, rights-based conservation,
and alternative natural resource management regimes

¥Planning, funding, implementing, and evaluating
conservation initiatives from an economic perspective, and
including these evaluations in costbbenefitanalyses

the secondsessionwhich hada greatemumberof attendees,
andwherethe organizersencourageattendeeso circulateat
20 and40 minutesinto the discussiorperiod.This is an
ongoingconcernputis alsonot absenfrom traditionaloral
presentatiorsessionswherethe

audiencecanebbandflow in relationto

Ohot@opicsor well-known presenters.

Nejem Raheem Overall,we werevery pleasedwvith the
resultsof this experimentThereevenwas
interestingpresscoveragen the 28 July
2006issueof Chronicle of Higher
Education (http://chronicle.com/weekly/
v52/i47/47a00402.htrgndthe 29 June
2006 Nature newsblog(http://blogs.
nature.com/news/blog/2006/06/
scb_need_for_speed.htnithe
organizersof the 2007annualmeeting
will orchestrateip to four of these
sessiongseepagelO for details).We
encourage/ou to considerpresentingn or
attendingthesesessions.

Speed Dating, from page 5

respondentsaidtheywould probablyor definitely consider
submittinga presentatiorior a speedsessiorthemselvesMore
thanhalf of respondentsaidthatthe bestbalanceo pursuefor
future meetingsvould be mostly traditionalsessionsvith some
speedsessionswhereasbouta quarterof respondents
indicatedtheywould prefermostly speedsessiongndsome
traditionalsessions.

Attendeesf thetwo sessiongienerallyagreedhatthe logistics
of the sessionsvorkedwell in termsof timing andlength
(Table1l), althoughin the commentssectiona numberof
respondentsuggestedhcreasinghe lengthof theindividual

Nick Salafsky, Nora Bynum,
Kent Redford, and Mac Hunter

Table 1. Speed session logistical issues.
Values are percentage of responses across both sessions.
Too short / Just Too long / No
few / narrow right many / broad response
Overall length of session 1 76 10 12
Time allotted to each author 18 80 0 1
Length of discussion period 1 56 8 34
Number of presenting authors 2 75 19 3
Breadth of topics 1 71 24 4




2007 ANNUAL MEETING e 1—5 July, Port Elizabeth, South Africa

Call for contributed oral and poster presentations

SCB@ZOO?annualmeeting,One World, One Conservation,
One Partnership, will beheldfrom 1D5July 2007atthe Nelson
MandelaMetropolitanUniversity Port Elizabeth,SouthAfrica.
The call for proposaldor symposiaworkshopsandorganized
discussionglosedon 16 October2006.The Local Organizing
Committeewill acceptabstractgor oralandposter
presentationsintil 8 January 2007.

The scientificprogramwill includeplenarysessionsinvited
symposiaworkshopsprganizeddiscussionsshortcourses,
postersessionsgoncurrensession®f contributedoral
presentationsgndspeedpresentationdDueto the high level of
attendancexpectedat the 2007 meetingand,consequently
limited time andspaceor oral presentationgyoster
presentationarestronglyencouragedPosterswill bedisplayed
prominentlyandfor the entiremeeting;a specialsession
dedicatedo posterswill allow in-depthdiscussiorbetween
authorsandattendees.

Pleaseadhereo thefollowing guidelineswhenpreparingyour
abstracfor anoral presentatioror poster

¥Oral presentationwiill belimited to 15 minutesN12
minutesfor the presentatiomnd3 minutesfor questions.

¥Speedpresentationsvill belimited to four minutes.See
detailsbelow

¥Theabstracshouldincludenewinformation.Abstracts
shouldnot be submittedfor presentationthathavebeen
givenat previousSCB meetingsor similar conferences.

¥Theabstracshouldincludespecificinformationaboutthe
resultsandconclusionf theresearchAbstractsthatstate
Oresultsvill bediscussed@ill notbeaccepted.

¥The abstracshouldhavea clearconnectiorto
conservatiorbiology.

¥Contributedoral presentationsvill be groupedby topic.
Pleasechoosdrom thelist of generaltopic areago assistus
in selectinganappropriatesessiorfor your presentation.

¥If your abstracis acceptedut cannotbe accommodateds
anoral presentationyou will benotified assoonaspossible
sothatyouwill haveampletime to preparea poster
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¥Individualsarelimited to presentingonly oneoral or poster
presentationlf your nameappear®n morethanone
abstractmakesureyou arelisted asthe presentefor only
oneof them.

Abstract Review Process. Consistentwith the commitmentof
SCBandtheLocal OrganizingCommitteeto high-quality
sciencethereviewprocesdor abstractwill be doubleblind.
Thatis, reviewerswill beanonymousandauthornameswill be
removedfrom abstractprior to review Reviewersonly can
evaluatehe 200wordstheyaregiven;theywill notknow
whetherthe authoris arespectedcientistwith manyyearsof
experiencePleasaeadandfollow the instructionsfor
submittingabstractarefullyto maximizethe probability that
your abstracnot only will be acceptedutwill beacceptedn
your preferredformat.

Registration. Presentingauthors(oral andposter)mustregister
for themeetingby 16 March 2007.Becausdate cancellation
excludesotherswho might havepresentedauthorswho fail to
notify the Local OrganizingCommitteeof their withdrawalby
18 May 2007may be excludedfrom giving a presentatiorat
the 2008annualmeeting.

Oral Presentations. All oral presentatiomoomswill be
equippedwith a computeranda dataprojector If your abstract
is selected/ou will be notified with anacceptancemailaround
28 FebruaryThosewho areselectedo presenwill berequired
to submittheir PowerPoinfiles by 11 June 2007. Detailed
informationandinstructionswill be availableto presenters
severalmonthsbeforethe meeting.

SPEED PRESENTATIONS

Would your papertopic be of interestto a wide rangeof
peopleNould you like your presentatioro leadto an
extendedconversatiorwith severalcolleaguesvho are
specificallyinterestedn yourwork?If so,you maywish to
volunteerfor Ospeegresentations,®novelformatfor oral
presentationthatwassuccessfullypioneerecat SCB®2006
meeting(seepage5) andwill be expandedn 2007.In thefirst
hour of a speecdbresentatiorsession15 speakersvill be given
four minuteseachto presentheir key ideasandresults.In the
secondhour, presentersvill stationthemselvest separate
tableswherethey caninteractwith peoplewho areinterestedn
learningmoreabouttheir work.

To participatein the speedpresentationssimply submitan
abstractccordingto the standardjuidelinesandindicate,by
checkingthe appropriatebox, thatyou would like your abstract
to be consideredor a speedoresentationDependingon the
numberof submissionsve receive we will conveneup to four
speedoresentatiorsessionsgachof which will include15
presentationgvith acommontheme.Pleasdandicateyour
preferencdor a sessiorthemeby selectingoneof the
following: partnershipdor effective conservationglobal



changeandconservatiorchallengedveyondboundarieslinking
freshwatermarine,andterrestrialconservationinteractions
betweerbiodiversityandsociety;andbiological aspectof
conservationlf your abstracis acceptedor a speed
presentationyou will be notified by the Local Organizing
Committeeandaskedto preparea four-minutepresentation
insteadof a traditional(15-minute)presentationif not, your
abstracstill will be consideredor atraditionaloral
presentatioror poster

MENTORING PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS

As describedn pagel, the StudentAffairs Committeels
offering a mentoringservicefor studentavho wish to submit
abstractgor oral or posterpresentationg/hosefirst languagds
not English.Pleaséandicateyour desireto applyfor this service
duringthe online abstracsubmissiorprocess.

STUDENT AWARD CANDIDATES

Studentawardcandidategrestrictedto

15-minuteoral presentationsinust

submittwo abstractsOneshouldbe

formattedaccordingto the

instructionsgivenfor theregular
contributedpresentationand

submittedonline by 8 January

2007. In addition,to applyfor a
studentaward,anextendedabstract
(minimum500words,maximum800

words)mustbe submittedto GwenCoat

(gcoat@conbio.@) no laterthan8 January

2007. Pleasdncludein the abstracthe
namesandcompletecontactinformationfor

all authorsandthe presentationitle. The studentwho is
applyingfor the awardmustbe the seniorauthor If two or
moreauthorsarelisted, pleaseoutline their rolesin the work.
Currentstudentsandstudentswith a graduatiordateof 1 July
20060r laterareeligible to apply. The extendedabstracshould
be attachedasa Microsoft Word or ASCII textfile, andthe
subjectline of the email shouldbe OExtendeébstractfor SCB
2007.Q\bstractsthatarenot formattedaccordingto these
guidelines(andbelow)will notbeaccepted.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING ABSTRACTS

Abstractsshouldbe submittedfor oral andposterpresentations
andfor invited symposiaAbstractsfor symposium
presentationareby invitation only.

Pleasdollow theinstructionscarefully includingall requested
informationandformattingguidelines Any abstracwith errors
or omissionswill bereturnedto the sendeifor correctionand
runstherisk of missingthe abstracsubmissiordeadline.
Abstractsshouldbe submittedelectronicallyvia the meeting
Web site, www.conbio.og/2007/abstract&Veb submissioris
stronglyencouraged.

If you cannotsubmityour abstractia the Website, please
emailyour abstracto 2007 @conbio.a@. The abstracshouldbe
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attachedasa Microsoft Word, RTF, or ASCI|I text file andmust
follow theformatdescribedn theinstructionsbelow The
subjectline of the email shouldreadOAbstractor SCB2007.0

Regardlessf the methodof submissionall abstractsnustbe
receivedoy 8 January 2007. The Local OrganizingCommittee
will attemptto notify all authorsby 28 February2007.
Abstractsmustbe submittedaccordingto the following format.

ABSTRACT FORMAT

To submityour abstracpleasego to the meetingWeb site and
completethe onlineform. Pleasedo not submitmultiple entries
for the sameabstractThe online form first requestsnformation
aboutthe abstracitself. The secondpartof theform requests
informationaboutthe authors.You will needto submitmultiple
author-pages your abstrachasmorethanoneauthor You
may submitinformationfor a maximumof eightauthors.

Readtheseinstructionscarefully beforesubmittingyour
abstractlf you realizethatyou havemadea mistakeafteryou
havesubmittedyour abstractpleasecontact2007 @conbio.ay
for furtherinstructions Pleaseprovidea detaileddescriptionof
your mistake(s).

1. Student presentation. Indicatewhetherthe presentatiomill
be givenby a student(regardles®f whetherthe students a
candidatdor a studentaward).

2. Type of presentation. Indicatewhetherthe abstracis
intendedfor a contributedoral, contributedposter eitheroral or
poster or aninvited symposiumpresentationgvenif you
volunteerfor a speedoresentation.

3. Speed presentation. If you areinterestedn volunteeringfor
a speedpresentationpleaseindicateyour preferencdrom the
following topic areas.
¥Partnership$or effective conservation
¥Globalchangeandconservatiorchallengedeyond
boundaries
¥Linking freshwatermarine,andterrestrialconservation
¥Interactionsbetweerbiodiversityandsociety
¥Biological aspect®of conservation

4. Name of invited symposium. If applicablejndicatethe
nameof theinvited symposiunto which the abstracbelongs.

5. Authors. List all authorswith the nameof the presenting
authorin CAPITAL LETTERS.Ordershouldbe lastnamefirst
for thefirst author but first namefirst for all otherauthors.
Write out full first names.

6. Addresses. List theinstitutionalaffiliations andaddresses,
including countries for eachauthorin the sameorderasabove.
Forthe presentincauthoronly, includeanemailaddressn
parentheseat the endof the addresslf therearemultiple
addresseglacetheinitials of theauthorin parentheseat the
endof eachaddresgseeexampledelow).

7. Title. List thetitle in CAPITAL LETTERS.Titles arelimited
to 150 characters.

8. Abstract. The abstracimay not exceedl500characters
(approximately200words).Beginwith a clearstatemenbf the



problemor objectives give brief methodsandmajorresults,
andendwith a substantiatonclusion Do not usevague
statementsuchasOresultsvill be discussed.Bollow the
instructionsgivenbelowto indicateany specialformattingor
symbolswithin the abstractAbstractsthatexceedhe character
or word limit will bereturnedto the authorfor revision.

9. Comments. List any necessargommentsgertainingto your
abstracsubmissionincluding any specialschedulingequests.

10. Contact. Providethe nameof the contactpersonfor
correspondencéncluding notification of abstracacceptance
andprogramposition.Includethe contactpersonécomplete
mailing addressandcountry Also provideanemailaddressand
telephonenumber includingthe countryandcity codes.

11. Topic areas. Pleasechoosefrom thelist of generatopic
areado assistusin selectinganappropriatesessiorfor your
presentationlndicateyour first, secondandthird choiceseven
if you arevolunteeringfor a speecbresentation.

Adaptivemanagemerandmonitoring
Alien andinvasivespecies
Freshwateronservation

Biogeography

Climatechange
Communicationsputreachandeducation
Synecologicatonservation
Societal-driverconservation
Protectedareaplanninganddesign
Conservatioratthe land-waterinterface
Conservatiorcapacitybuilding
Conservatiorfundingandphilanthropy
Conservatiorgenetics

ConservatiorGIS

Conservationn hotspots
Amphibianandreptile conservation

Bird conservation

Fishconservation
Invertebrateconservation
Mammalconservation
Plantconservation
Urbanareaconservation
Conservatiommedicine

Conservatiorof migratorytaxa
Conservatiorof wide-rangingtaxa
Conservatioron privatelands
Desertconservation
Disturbanceconservation
Ecologicalrestoratiorandreconstruction
Economicandsocialcontextof biological conservation
Ecosysteni conservatiorareamanagementheoryandpractice
Environmentabnthropology
Environmentalaw
Grasslanatonservation
Rangelanaonservation
Indigenousknowledgeandconservation
Inventoryandmonitoring
Landuseplanningfor conservation
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Landscapecology

Marine conservation
Mediterranearsystemconservation
Politics, policy, andconservation
Populationdynamics
Populationviability analysis
Conservatioomodeling

Recoveryof endangeredpecies
Remotesensing

Risk assessmemnduncertainty
Savannaonservation
Scientistsandmanagersbridgingthe gap
Spatialecologyandconservation
Sustainablagriculture
Transboundargonservatiorareas
Wetlandconservation
Forestconservation

Other

Special Characters and Formatting

Abstractssubmittedelectronicallyvia the meetingWeb site are
limited to ASCII textformat. Pleaseusethefollowing codesto
indicatethe useof specialformattingandsymbolswithin the
abstractReplacespecialsymbols,suchasaccentedettersor
Greekcharacterswith their text equivalenwheneverpossible.

FORMAT / EXAMPLE SUBMISSION
CHARACTER EXAMPLE

italics Salix nigra <i>Salix nigra</i>
underline Book Title <u>BookTitle</u>
superscript km? km<sup>2</sup>
subscript CO, CO<sub>2</sub>
degree i <degree>
emdash N <em>

endash b <en>

registered " <registered>
trademark a <trademark>
plusor minus + <t/->
greatetthanor equal ! <great/equal>
lessthanor equal " <less/equal>

tilde ~ <tilde>

percent a <percent>



ABSTRACT EXAMPLES

Oral
Considerfor speedpresentation

FAKU, JANE, TandiQ. Myoli, Departmenbf Zoology,
NelsonMandelaMetropolitanUniversity, PortElizabeth,
6031,SouthAfrica, jane.faku@nmmu.ac.za

LOCAL PERSPECTIVES®N THE IMPACT OF IVORY
HUNTING ON BIODIVERSITY

Traditionally huntingfor ivory wasundertakerat a low
scaledueto the lack of demandamonglocal culturesof the
EasternCape,SouthAfrica. During the 1700sthe arrival of
modernfire-armtechnologyandaccesgo markets
elsewheren Africa andin Europeled to alargeincreasén
demandandhencehuntingfor ivory. A consequencef this
wasthathuntersalsoharvestedintelopespeciedor meat
while draft oxenhadlocalizedimpactson grassspecies
composition.This combinedwith increasedx-wagon
traffic leadto accelerate@rosion.We concludethatthe
demandbor ivory thereforeimpactedon otherelementof
biodiversity

JaneFaku,Departmenbdf Zoology, NelsonMandela
MetropolitanUniversity, PortElizabeth,6000,South
Africa; jane.faku@nmmu.ac.za+27 41504 1111

Spoofabstractsynecologicatonservationmammal
conservation

EitherOral or Poster
Considerfor speedpresentation

Adams,Diana,ElizabethFarmer DOUG ZIFTER.
Departmenbdbf Botany University of California, Davis, CA
95616USA (DA, EF). Valley EnvironmentalConsulting,
2800Commercéve., SanJose CA 95134(D2),
dzifter@veconsult.com

GENETICSTRUCTUREOF THE ENDANGERED
PLANT <i>CORDYLANTHUS PALMATUS</i>WITHIN
SEASONALALKALI WETLANDS

<i>Cordylanthugalmatus</i>is anannual hemiparasitic
plantthatinhabitsseasonallfloodedwetlandswith saline
andalkalinesoilsin California®CentralandLivermore
valleys.The goalof our researctwasto inform
conservatiorstrategiedor the speciedy examininggenetic
diversityandstructureusinginter-simple-sequence-repeatg
(ISSR)nuclearDNA markers. . . (200word maximum).

Pleaseschedulaftertalk by C. Mollis

DougZifter, Valley EnvironmentalConsulting,2800
Commerceéive., SanJose,CA 95134,USA,;
dzifter@veconsult.comt1 408555-1212

Conservatiorgeneticswetlandconservationgcological
restoratiorandreconstruction
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DID YOU KNOW ... ?

SCB maintainsa seriesof Web pageswith informationand
resourcegor conservatioreducationLinks to thesepagesare
atwww.conbio.og/Resources/education

Academic Programs Database. A databasef programsand
faculty in environmentafields worldwideto assist
studentsn searchindgor anundegraduateor graduate
programthatbestmatchegheir interests.

Conservation Literacy Guidelines. Availablein English,
SpanishPortugueseltalian, Kiswahili, andJapanese.

Frequently Asked Questions aboutconservatiorbiology.

Textbook Resources for teacher®f conservatiorbiology.

K-12 Presentation Tips. Advice on how to makepresentations
to studentsatall levelspre-university

NCEP. The Networkof ConservatiorEducatorsand
Practitionerss a global projectto improvethe practiceof
biodiversityconservatiorby improvingtrainingin
biodiversityconservation.

SCB Education Symposia. Informationfrom symposison
educatiorheld at SCB&annualmeetings.

Status of Undergraduate Education. An evaluationof
undegraduateeducationin conservatiorcompiledby
SCBO&EducationCommitteein 2000.

Donations to SCB promote the science
of conservation biology and
protect the diversity of life on Earth

e Donate appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual
funds. If you donate equities owned more than a
year, you can avoid tax on the capital gains and
reduce income tax by deducting the fair market
value as a charitable contribution.

¢ Make a bequest to SCB in your will. A bequest may
reduce taxes on your estate.

Please send donations to
Alan Thornhill
Executive Director, SCB
4245 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203, USA
1 (703) 276-2384
athornhill@conbio.org



Announcements

Jobs, Fellowships, and Scholarships

Defendersf Wildlife seeksanInternationalConservation
Scientist.The positionentailsboth scientificknowledgerelated
to internationalwildlife conservatiorandbroadpolicy
advocacyexpertisejncluding familiarity with the negotiation
andimplementatiorof internationalagreementsl he position
will providescientificanalysisto supportDefendersO
conservatiorobjectivesandengagedn advocacyto achieve
thoseobjectivesin the programareasof biodiversity
conventionsjnternationaimarineconservationregionaland
nationallevel conservationnitiatives,advocacyon behalfof
key United Statesagenciesandotherinternationalyegional,
andnationalissuesprocessesandprojectsasnecessary-or
moreinformationpleasecontactHR, Defendersof Wildlife,
113017th Street,N.W., WashingtonD.C.

20036-4604USA, HR@Defenders.ar

A newgraduateprogram,

OBiodiversityConservatiorand

Sustainabl®evelopmentn

SouthwestChina,thasbeen

establishedt the University of

WisconsinbMadisowith support

from the U.S. NationalScience

Foundation Studentsnterestedn
interdisciplinaryandinternational
environmentastudyareinvited to

applyfor anNSF Integrative
GraduateEducationandResearch

TraineeshiIGERT). These

traineeshipsavea generoustipend tuition

waver andhealth-cardenefits IGERT traineeswill address
the multidisciplinarychallenge®f biodiversityconservation
andsustainablelevelopmenby pursuinga Ph.D.in oneof
morethana dozendepartmentsndparticipatingin IGERT
seminarsworkshopsJanguagedraining,andfield researchn
the Himalayasof Yunnan,China.For moreinformationand
applicationinstructionsyisit www.swchina.wisc.edulhe
applicationdeadlineis 15 January?007.Note: University of
WisconsinbMadisoalsois hometo a seconchew IGERT
program,Certificate on Humans and the Global Environment,
focusedon issuesof vulnerability andsustainabilityof the
globalenvironmentFor moreinformation, visit
www.sage.wisc.edu/igert

Bat Conservatiorinternationals now acceptingapplications
for its 2007 StudentResearclscholarshipsTento 15 grantsof
up to US$5000will be madein 2007.Grantswill be awarded
for researctihatis directly relatedto batconservatiorandthat
documentgoostingandfeedingrequirement®f bats,their
ecologicalandeconomicroles,or their conservatiomeeds.
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Studentsenrolledin anycollegeor universityworldwide are
eligible to apply. The applicationdeadlinefor 2007 scholarships
is 15 DecembeR006.Informationandforms areavailableat
www.batcon.og/bcigrants/scholarintro.asp

Support for Agency Employees

Givenrecentcontroversysurroundingsciencen the United
StateggovernmentDefendersof Wildlife is taking proactive
stepsto promotescience-basedecisiongor managingwildlife.
DefendersQonservatiorSupportNetwork
(www.conservationsupportnetworkgmoffersfederal
employeesn the United Statesa directlink to their specialists
for helpwith endangeredpeciesDefendersépecialistswill
work one-on-onewith federalemployeego help promote
science-basedecisionsn thefederalgovernmentFor more
information,pleasevisit the Web site or contactHeatherRorer,
1202682-9400x126,HRorer@defenders.org.

Teaming with Wildlife

Everystatewildlife agencyin the United Stateshascompleted
awildlife actionplanthatoutlinesactionsdevelopedy
scientistssportsmen,
conservationistsand
communitymembers.
Teamingwith Wildlife, a
coalition of morethan4000organizationsaand
businessesncluding SCB, is working to
obtainthe moneyneededo fully
implementtheseplans.Since2000,
the StateWildlife GrantsProgramhas
securednorethan$600million in newfundingfor on-the-
groundconservatiorprojects As a coalitionmember SCB can
helpfulfill the coalition®goalthat Othescientificresearcrand
knowledgeneededo understanéndconservebiological
diversityis identified,funded,completeddisseminateénd
appliedto researchmanagemerandpolicy.OPleaseconsider
becomingmoreinvolvedin this effort by encouragindocal
clubsandsmallbusinesse® thejoin the coalition, contacting
your public officials andurging themto supportthe State
Wildlife Grants,andworking with your statefish andwildlife
agencyto implementyour state€plan. For moreinformation,
including a newsummaryreportpreparedy the Associationof
FishandWildlife Agenciesyisit www.teaming.com

Encyclopedia of Earth

With therecentpublic releaseof Encyclopedia of Earth
(www.eoearth.ay/), scientistsaroundthe world arejoining to
createa comprehensiveauthoritativesourceof information
aboutthe Earth®environmentsandtheir interactionswith



humansociety The encyclopedias written andgovernecdby
expertsworking in anunusualcollaborativeenvironmentandit
hasbeenreleasedhroughtheinitial work of approximately300
authorsand100topic editors.The encyclopedias overseerby
aninternationaboardof advisors.Conservatiorscientistsand
practitioneramay write aboutor edit anytopic of interestthat
falls within the scopeof the encyclopediaEntriesrangefrom
250to 5000wordsandaregearedo a generalaudience.
Articles may be drawndirectly from existingmaterialwritten
by the author subjectto any copyrightrestrictionsThe
encyclopedias built, maintainedandgovernedoy expertsvia
awiki, anonlineresourcehatallows usersto addandedit
contentcollectively Unlike manyotherwikis, accesgo the
encyclopediawiki is restrictedto approvedexpertsandall
contentis peerreviewedandapprovedprior to beingpublished
atthefree public site. To contribute visit www.eoearth.ay/,
click on Obecoma contributoyOandfollow the guidelines The
site alsocontainsadditionalinformationaboutthe project.For
moreinformationcontactEditor Cutler Cleveland
(cutler@bu.edu)plejandraRoman(eoe@earthportal.nedr
Ida Kubiszewski(ida.kub@gmail.com).

Ornithology Workshops

SanFranciscaBay Bird ObservatoryCalifornia, USA) offers
birding workshopdor birdersandnaturalistawvith expertAl
Jaramillo.A workshopon gulls will be held9 and11 January
2007,with afield trip on 13 JanuaryA workshopon waterfow!
will beheldon 6 and8 Februarywith afield trip on 11
FebruaryA workshopon shorebirdsandmigrationwill beheld
on 24 and26 April, with afield trip on 29 April. For course
descriptionsandregistrationinformationvisit
www.sfbbo.og/birdingworkshops.htror call 1 408 946-6548.

Meetings

The Gujaratinstitute of DesertEcologywill hostthe
internationalconferenceVatural Resource Conservation, Use
and Sustainability in Drylands from 18D20MDecembel006in
Bhuj-KachchhGujaratState India. The organizersareableto
coverthe costof accommodatiomndfood (althoughnot air
fare)for attendee$rom China,Jordan Mongolia, Mexico, New
ZealandAustralia,andthe United States For moreinformation
contactVijay Kumar, Vijay196129@gmail.com,
desert_ecology@yahoo.com

The University of NorthernBritish Columbiain collaboration
with the British ColumbiaMinistry of ForestsandRange the
Ministry of Environmentandthe PeaceNilliston
CompensatiofProgranmwill hostthe 43rd North American
MooseConferenceandWorkshopfrom 2D7June2007in
PrinceGeoge, British Columbia,CanadaThe conferenceaims
to bring togethemoosemanagersbiologists,andother
interestedpartiesfrom acrosgherangeof mooseto exchange
ideasandsharenewdevelopmentd-or moreinformation
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contactRoy Rea(reav@unbc.cajr visit
http://resweb.res.unbc.ca/namericanmooseconference2007/

The ZoologicalSocietyof SoutherrAfrica, Local Organising
Committeeat North-WestUniversity andNaturalEvents
cordially invite zoologistsjn their professionalmanagement,
andtraining capacitiego the 33rd Meetingof the Zoological
Societyof Southermfrica. This meetingwill be heldatthe
North-WestUniversityin PotchefstroomNorth-WestProvince,
SouthAfrica, from 8D 11 July 2007.SCB©&2007annualmeeting
(1B5July) will focusonforging partnershipso conservehe
world®@biodiversity The Zoological SocietyMeetingwill
furtherthis goalthroughadditionalinformationtransfer
establishmendf broademetworkchannelsandimproving
relationswith the internationalcommunity Proposalgor
symposiasessiongreinvited to addresghethemeThe Sixth
Extinction—Conserving Zoological Biodiversity. For more
informationseewww.natural-events.com/ZSSA

/Societyfar Conservation Biology Newsletter is published )
quarterly To submitmaterialsor requesipermissiorto reprint
articlescontactthe Editor: EricaFleishmanNationalCenter
for EcologicalAnalysisand Synthesisy 35 StateStreet,Suite
300, SantaBarbaraCA 93101,USA, (805)892-2530,
fleishman@nceas.ucsb.eddecisionsconcerningoublication
restwith the Editor.
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Online Free Access to Publications and New Membership Structure

Online Free, from page 1

after their application has been reviewed. The Executive Office
will continue working with Regional Sections, Working Groups,
local chapters, and various partners over the coming months to
distribute sponsored memberships equitably among developing
countries. Please direct any questions about sponsored
memberships to Kat Powers (kpm@-conbio.org).

Membership and Subscription Structure

Discounts of 50% off the price of any package are available to
students, members who are retired / emeritus, and residents of
developing countries.

Changes to the membership and subscription structure will be
reflected on renewal forms as well as new-membership forms.
Please send any questions or suggestions regarding these
changes to Kat Powers. We greatly appreciate your assistance
and patience during this transition.

Beginning in late November
2007, SCB will simplify our
current membership model,
separating subscriptions to
publications from membership
per se. Four membership
packages will be available
(see table).

Comprehensive
Academic

Practitioner

SCB membership packages as of November 2006

SCB membership + Conservation Biology + Conservation In Practice
SCB membership + Conservation Biology
SCB membership + Conservation In Practice

Basic SCB membership

You may add additional items, such as subscriptions to affiliate

publications (e.g., Biological Conservation, Pacific Conservation

Biology) or contributions to scholarship programs, to your
package order.

The geographic pricing structure of subscriptions also will
change. Subscription costs no longer will vary as a function of

address. Instead, we will charge a flat shipping feeN20% of the

package costNfor locations outside of the United States (the
United States is the point of origin for mailing).

NationalCenterfor EcologicalAnalysisand Synthesis
735 StateStreet,Suite 300
SantaBarbaraCalifornia93101

USA

Nonprofit
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