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Society for Conservation GIS
and Society for Conservation
Biology announce concurrent

2006 annual meetings

The ninth annual international conference
of the Society for Conservation GIS
(Geographic Information Systems) will be
held 24Ð28 June 2006 in San Jose,
California, USA, concurrent with SCBÕs
20th annual meeting. The two societies
share the goal of creating an international

community of conservation
professionals and GIS
practitioners to build
conservation capacity and
promote geospatial
technologies at local,
regional, and global levels.

The two conferences share the
common theme of Conservation
Without Borders, with the four
major threads of local-level and
regional-level conservation,
marine and freshwater
conservation, 21st century
conservation, and transboundary
conservation.

To realize the maximum benefit
from this partnership, SCGIS
and SCB members registering

for either conference will be
allowed to attend all events

(technical and social) of both societies at
no additional cost. Similarly, training
sessions (which may incur additional fees)
organized by either society are open to all
attendees on a first-come basis.  

More SCGIS conference information,
including abstract instructions and
registration (conference, lodging,
membership, field trips, and training), will
be provided in the coming weeks on the
SCGIS Web site (www.scgis.org).

Please see page 20 for a description of the
SCGIS and SCB silent and live auction, a
lively event to benefit conservation
scholars worldwide.

The editorial Economic growth, biodiversity conservation, and SCB [SCB
Newsletter 12(4):10, 12] prompted two responses and two corresponding replies.
Responses and replies continue on pages 11 and 12.

Can SCB restrain its own growth?

I enjoyed the editorial Economic growth, biodiversity conservation, and SCB, which
emphasized the need for a steady state economy in contrast to continual economic
growth. However, I also read the editorial with some skepticism. I did not even have to
turn the page to find support for my cynicism. The TreasurerÕs report, on the page facing
the editorial [SCB newsletter 12(4):11], was full of praise for the growth of SCB itself!
Within the report, the growth of the investments of the Board Designated Reserve is
celebrated, we are warned that a challenge is to maintain growth of Sections outside
North America, and, finally, we are assured that the Board of Governors is
committed to expanding our funding base. SCBÕs 2006Ð2010 Strategic Plan itself
highlights the need to increase our financial strength. If SCB strives for growth, then
we will contribute to economic growth. And if we cannot restrain our own growth,
how can we expect others to accept a steady state economy?

The tragedy of the economic growth model has many similarities to the Òtragedy of the
commonsÓ concept. Similarly, from the perspective of the individual (or individual
institution), the benefits of growth outweigh the negative effects on society. However,
Berkes et al. (1989) showed that common-property resources can be sustained if
communities develop their own self-limiting rules. For SCB to reach its own steady state,
we must develop our own rules of restraint.

This might require the membership to accept fewer services from SCB, such as
smaller or more local meetings, than if we continued to grow. This might not be in
the best interests of members. But if we adopt a policy promoting a steady state
economy, we will be asking others to change their lifestyle in a way that is not in
their personal interests, either. We can only do so if we also are willing to compromise.

What Does Growth Mean for SCB?

Can SCB restrain its own growth? Response

Nicola KoperÕs letter is welcome, as it provides an important opportunity to clarify a
number of matters about which there seems to be some confusion. We are reminded of a
speech Abraham Lincoln made in the midst of the U.S. civil war about the need for a
good definition of liberty. Everyone, he noted, supported liberty. But in the north liberty
meant the right to control oneÕs own life; in the south it meant the right to control the
lives of others. 

Those conservationists who oppose economic growth generally mean material growth.
Material growth involves humans taking an ever-increasing share of the natural world, be
it stocks or flows, and converting it to human use, thereby degrading ecosystems and
reducing populations of other species, sometimes to the point of extinction. Conceptually
at least, economic growth is possible without material growth, just as a human may
become wiser over the years without adding neurons or gaining physical mass and

see Koper , page 11

see Koper response , page 11
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• EDWARD T. LAROE III MEMORIAL AWARD •

The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given annually to
an individual who has been a leader in translating principles of
conservation biology into real-world conservation. Preference is
given to individuals who have spent at least part of their career
in public service.

Stuart Pimm

Stuart Pimm, the Doris Duke Chair of Conservation Ecology at
Duke University, has emerged as a strong scientific voice on
the loss of biological diversity and the management of
endangered species and ecosystems. StuartÕs research
revolutionized the way in which ecologists view ecological
change in the long term, over large scales, and across many
species. During the 1980s, he spent much
time in Hawaii and elsewhere in the
Pacific, drawing attention to non-native
species and subsequently leading the
team that first returned the Guam Rail
to the wild. Stuart also is an able,
aggressive advocate for
maintaining a strong Endangered
Species Act in the United States.
In 1995, for example, he was
among the fourteen eminent
scientists who defeated the wise use
movementÕs attempt to weaken protection for
endangered species habitat before the U.S. Supreme
Court. In addition, Stuart led the charge to strengthen the
scientific basis for restoration of the Everglades by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. Along with profound understanding,
Stuart cares enough to do what so many of his colleagues wish
they could find a way to do.

• DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS •

Every year SCB presents its Distinguished Service Awards for
outstanding contributions to conservation biology. Recipients
are nominated by the SCB membership through the Awards
Committee and are selected by the Board of Governors. These
awards will be presented at the 2006 annual meeting.

Javier Simonetti

Leadership in conservation biology research and education
defines Javier Simonetti. Javier is an accomplished researcher
and educator, as well as a communicator of science and skilled
practitioner. He has been active in the field for well over 20
years, during which his activities have flourished and
diversified. JavierÕs research encompasses landscape and
disturbance ecology, fragmentation effects, invasive species,
plant-animal interactions, and conservation genetics. He is
active in teaching and training in his native Chile and
throughout Latin America, and his research frequently has been
incorporated into policy.

2006 Society for Conservation Biology Awards

Dee Boersma

Dee BoersmaÕs outstanding research on seabirds, especially
penguins, has enabled her to address conservation issues in the
South Atlantic, train young Argentine biologists, and serve as a
role model for women. She has served numerous organizations
including the Wildlife Conservation Society, Conservation
International, the Peregrine Fund, the International Union for
Biological Science, the Washington Environmental Council,
and many more. As President of SCB, Dee initiated activities
that lie at the foundation of SCBÕs current health: a strategic
planning process, the publication Conservation In Practice, a
comprehensive analysis of endangered species recovery plans,
and a book on research priorities.

Yolanda Kakabadse Navarro

Born in Quito, Ecuador, Yolanda Kakabadse is one of
the worldÕs most distinguished conservationists. In

1979, she was appointed Executive Director
of Fundaci—n Natura in Quito, which she
helped transform into one of Latin
AmericaÕs leading NGOs. From 1990 to
1992, she coordinated the participation

of civil society at the United Nations
Conference for Environment and

Development (Earth Summit). In 1993 Yolanda
founded Fundaci—n Futuro Latinoamericano, of which

she is now the Executive President. From 1998 until 2000
she served as Minister of Environment for the Republic of

Ecuador. In 1996, Yolanda was elected President of the World
Conservation Union (IUCN).

Nature Conservation Foundation

Few organizations in India practice conservation with the
scientific rigor, focus, and imagination that the Nature
Conservation Foundation (NCF) uses to affect sustainable
conservation. NCFÕs small, young, but very effective team has
already provided new ideas or challenged existing ideas to
ensure the growth of conservation thought. Their work has
resulted in discovery of new species and is resulting in the
restoration of many habitats using a combination of science and
outreach that is presently unsurpassed in the region. NCFÕs
vision is now leading to the addition of mature scientists to the
regionÕs workforce of conservation biologists.

Mark Burgman

Mark Burgman of The University of Melbourne has made
outstanding contributions to the analysis of problems and
practical management in conservation biology through his
unique perspective of incorporating risk and uncertainty in the
development of management options for conservation. His
contributions to conservation biology extend from population
viability analysis and risk management to general quantitative
modeling approaches to conservation biology.
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UPDATESFROM REGIONALSECTIONSAND WORKING GROUPS

ASIA

Conservation Planning in China

Wulungu River is the largest inland river in Junggar Basin in
Xinjiang, and plays an important ecological role in the region.
An endangered species of beaver (Castor fiber birulai) is
restricted to the river. Since the end of 1980s, the population of
beavers has decreased from about 700 to 400; annual
production of native fishes has decreased from more than 3000
tons in the 1970s to about 45 tons today. With support from
IUCN, the Altay Wildlife Conservation Association is
developing a strategic conservation plan for sustainable
management of Wulungu River. Among the objectives of the
project is to increase awareness and capacity for wetland
conservation and sustainable management by engaging local
people in the planning process. For more information, please
contact Changqing Yu, cqyu@tsinghua.edu.cn.

Construction of infrastructure and environmental restoration are
critical to successful organization of the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games. Construction requires large quantities of building
materials such as stones and concrete, which leads to extensive
mining in the areas near Beijing. Mining for such construction
is one of the main sources of revenue in Mentougou District,
located in the mountains west of Beijing at the upper reaches of
the Yongding River. A project to conduct strategic planning and
establish demonstration areas for ecological restoration in
Mentougou was launched in 2005. For more information,
please contact Changqing Yu, cqyu@tsinghua.edu.cn.

Wildlife Trafficker Arrested

One of the most wanted wildlife traders and traffickers in
southern Asia, Tashi Tsering (ÒTsewangÓ), has been caught by
Wildlife Conservation Nepal operatives and local law
enforcement personnel. In April 2002, Interpol issued a red
corner notice against Tsering on charges of conspiracy and
violation of the provisions of the Wildlife [Protection] Act of
India. Tsering was evading arrest in several cases in India for
his criminal role in some of the largest seizures of illegal
wildlife products in recent history. In December, Tsering
allegedly moved from India to Nepal, where operatives began
to track his movements. The Nepal police subsequently arrested
Tsering, who is currently awaiting evaluation and sentencing.
He may spend as many as 15 years in prison for alleged
wildlife trafficking crimes.

Prasanna Yonzon

AUSTRAL AND NEOTROPICAL AMERICA

The SectionÕs President, Javier Simonetti, and Yolanda
Kakabadse have been recognized by SCB with 2006
Distinguished Service Awards. Both awardees were nominated
by the Section in recognition of their distinguished service and
work in the field of conservation biology. We celebrate their
achievements and awards.

Thanks to the support of The Christensen Fund, the Section is
sponsoring four new SCB members. The memberships were
given as prizes for the best conservation-related papers
delivered by students and young professionals at two scientific
meetings: the VI Congreso Venezolano de Ecolog’a in
November 2005 (two prizes), and the First DIVERSITAS Open
Science Conference in Oaxaca, MŽxico, also in November 2005
(two prizes).

Cristian Olivo Q.

AUSTRALASIA

Happy New Year to all and welcome to the austral summer. If
you havenÕt already signed up for the Australasia Section,
please do so! And if you havenÕt already subscribed to Pacific
Conservation Biology, please do so as well!

Board of Directors

The roles of board members were realigned at the recent Board
of Directors meeting to account for turnover in board
composition. We currently have two vacant positions, President
Elect and student representative. Current board members are 

Craig Morley, President, morley_c@usp.ac.fj 
Karen Firestone, Secretary / Treasurer,

kfirestone@unsw.edu.au 
Rob Davis, Program, rob@graduate.uwa.edu.au
Nicola Nelson, Communications, Nicola.Nelson@vuw.ac.nz 
Brendan Mackey, Policy, Brendan.Mackey@anu.edu.au 
Andy Mack, Conservation, amack@global.net.pg 
Richard Kingsford, Nomination / Audit,

richard.kingsford@unsw.edu.au 
Jean-Marc Hero, Education, M.Hero@griffith.edu.au 
Harry Recher, editor of Pacific Conservation Biology,

hjrecher@pacific.net.au 

Thanks to outgoing board members Richard Frankham and
Menna Jones for their valuable service to the Australasia
Section. The Section is currently recruiting volunteers to help
with the activities of its committees. If you are interested in
participating in any of these efforts, please contact the relevant
committee chair directly.

Board of Directors Meeting

The third annual meeting of the Australasian Section board was
held at Taronga Zoo, Sydney, Australia on 16 November 2005.
Discussion topics are detailed below.

2007 Australasian Regional Conservation Biology Meeting.
The Section has begun planning for an inaugural regional
conference to be held at the University of New South Wales in
Sydney, Australia during the southern hemisphere winter. The
Section intends to draw conservation biologists together
regularly at a meeting in our region every three years. A three
year cycle was devised in order to minimize conflicts with the



international SCB meetings held in alternate years in North
America and other regions. Please contact Richard Kingsford,
Rob Davis, or Karen Firestone if you are interested and able to
assist. A planning meeting will take place in early February
2006. We are currently soliciting symposium topics.

The Futur e of Pacific Conservation Biology. The long-
standing editor of Pacific Conservation Biology, Harry Recher,
will be retiring from his editorial duties in 2006. The Section
thanks and congratulates Harry for his sustained and unstinting
efforts as Editor, and thanks Ivor Beatty and Surrey Beatty and
Sons for the effort and personal support devoted to publishing
Pacific Conservation Biology to date.

The board discussed a number of issues related to the journal
including the new editorial team, ISIS abstracting, funding for
administrative support, online access to back issues, electronic
submission and handling of manuscripts, and a five year
strategic plan to grow the journal. 

The Section is trying to gather information about which
universities within the region subscribe to the journal. If your
university does not subscribe please contact Karen Firestone. If
you are a Section member in good standing and are interested
in serving on the editorial board, please contact Harry Recher.

Student Representative and Student Affairs

We currently are recruiting a person to fill
the Student Representative position on
the Board of Directors. The
responsibilities of this position will be
to coordinate and maintain records of
the SectionÕs student awards and
develop other student related matters
as well as support SCBÕs Student
Affairs Committee. Contact Craig
Morley for more information. 

The Section awards student prizes at a
variety of venues each year. The most recent
prize was awarded at the Ecological Society of
Australia meeting, held 29 November Ð 2 December
2005 at the University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Brisbane. The
best conservation paper, as judged by the ESAcommittee, was
presented by Ph.D. student Sarina Loo from the School of
Biological Sciences at Monash University. Sarina presented her
work on predicting the spread of invasive species using GARP
models and time-series data. Sarina will receive a two year
SCB membership and a subscription to Conservation Biology.
Sarina agreed to share her thoughts on winning the award.

“Winning the SCB Australasia Section student prize for my
presentation has given me confidence in my work and my
scientific abilities. The positive feedback associated with the
award has inspired me and reinforced my desire to further
myself as a passionate ecologist. I look forward to being a
member of SCB and will thoroughly enjoy my Conservation
Biology subscription.

I am entering the last year of my Ph.D. and the recognition this
award has given me will assist my future endeavors.
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Undertaking a Ph.D. has been a very tumultuous time in my
life. There have been many highs but often many more lows and
hair ripping experiences. I would be surprised if anyone
finishes a Ph.D. with a full head of hair! Winning the award
has been a definite highlight in my Ph.D. and one of the
memories that I will look back on fondly.

I came away from the ESA conference feeling uplifted that so
much good research is being done, be it with old or new
methods. The passion the speakers showed for their research
was inspiring and makes me confident that we can make a
positive difference in ecological management both now and in
the future.”

In 2006 the Section will support student awards at other
conferences throughout the region, including the Australasian
Wildlife Management Society, New Guinea Biology
Conference, New Zealand Ecological Society, and Genetics
Society of Australia.

Upcoming Conferences

Veg Futures 2006 Ð The conference in the field. Hosted by
Greening Australia. AlburyÐWodonga, Australia. 19Ð23 March.
See www.greeningaustralia.org.au/GA/NAT/TipsAndTools/
exchange/Veg+Futures/

Australasian Bushfire Conference, Brisbane,
Queensland, Australia. 6Ð9 June 2006.

www.bushfire2006.com/ 

2006 Scientific Meeting of the
Australian Mammal Society.

University of Melbourne, 3Ð5 July.
Followed by a macropod symposium

from 6Ð7 July. Contact Graeme
Coulson, 03 8344 4857,

gcoulson@unimelb.edu.au

National environment trade and
consumer exhibition. Sydney, New South

Wales, Australia. 9Ð11 June 2006.
www.ecoshow.com.au

2006 Ecology Across the Tasman. Held in
partnership between the Ecological Society of Australia

and the New Zealand Ecological Society. The Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand, 28 August Ð 1
September. www.ecolsoc.org.au/conferences.html

15th Australian Weeds Conference, Adelaide, South Australia,
24Ð28 September. www.plevin.com.au/15AWC2006

Karen Firestone

Viwa Restoration Project, Fiji

To help restore the biodiversity on Viwa Island we plan to
eradicate several invasive species (Pacific rats, feral cats, and
feral dogs during phase one and cane toads during phase two).
These eradications would help protect the endangered Fijian
ground frog, which is found on only four mongoose-free islands
in Fiji (and a small population recently rediscovered on Vanua
Levu). There is ample evidence that on other islands Pacific



provided by the Cooperative Islands Initiative based at
Auckland University in New Zealand and the Department of
Conservation in New Zealand. 

The Viwa project is part of a larger program, the Pacific
Invasives Initiative (www.issg.org/cii). The programÕs objective
is to reduce negative impacts of invasive species by effectively
managing the species at selected demonstration projects in
Pacific Islands Countries and Territories. The program also
aims to enhance peopleÕs livelihoods in the Pacific. 

A technical advisory committee includes experts from Fiji, New
Zealand and Australia. We also consult with government
agencies, nongovernmental organizations, and the people of
Viwa. Joape Kuruyawa, a student at University of the South
Pacific, has been employed full-time as the on-site manager of
the program. Joape was the winner of the BPConservation
Gold Award in 2003 for his teamÕs work on the ground frogs on
Gau, Taveuni, Ovalau, and Viwa.

Craig Morley

EUROPE

In October 2005, the Communications Committee met for the
first time and identified its mission and objectives. Our mission
is to promote and facilitate communication within and beyond
the Europe Section. Our objectives are to

¥ Increase communication between Section committees and the
Section membership

rats have contributed to the decline and extinction of many
species. More than 250,000 cane toads are believed to inhabit
Viwa, competing with Fijian ground frogs for food and preying
on juveniles and adults.

The accessibility of Viwa Island to Suva and the University of
the South Pacific, coupled with the islandÕs accessible terrain
and small size (60 ha), makes it an ideal location for
community education and research. Viwa also has the potential
to become an ecotourism destination, and could be established
as FijiÕs first community-based terrestrial wildlife sanctuary.
The restoration project will benefit the people of Viwa by
providing employment and improving the water supply and
health standards.

During the first phase, we will develop the appropriate
infrastructure and capacity for the final cane toad eradication.
Mammal eradications are expected to be effective and cost-
efficient. They will help demonstrate eradication techniques to
the villagers and assist in determining whether we can sustain
an eradication project around day-to-day village life. This phase
also will remove any potential interference of rats, cats, and
dogs from the cane toad eradication. An experimental approach
will be taken for eradication of cane toads. This will allow for
techniques to be adapted and refined as the project proceeds. 

This project has been funded through the Critical Ecosystems
Partnership Fund and the Australian Regional Natural Heritage
Programme. The New Zealand International Aid and
Development Agency supported the initiation and development
of the Viwa project. Technical and logistical assistance has been

5
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¥ Increase communication with SCB standing committees
¥ Increase communication with the conservation community

throughout Europe
¥ Raise the profile of SCB and the Section in Europe

To help achieve these objectives the committee is seeking
enthusiastic Section members (with or without communications
experience!) to join the committee. If you are interested please
contact Isabel Sousa Pinto (ispinto@cimar.org). One of the first
tasks of this committee has been to revise the SectionÕs area on
the SCB Web site. Please visit the site and send your comments
to europe@conservationbiology.org with the subject line
ÒSection Web site.Ó

The Communications Committee is also working to bring the
SCB membership expertise database to the attention of the
European media. Most Section members have stated in the
database that they are willing to provide comment to the media
in their area of expertise. Please visit the SCB Web site, log in,
and verify that your contact details are current.

In November the Section held its annual elections. Four
positions on the Board of Directors were
filled by second term reappointments and
new members. Martin Dieterich
(Germany), a current Board member,
was elected as President Elect. Per
Sjšgren-Gulve (Sweden) and Javier
Bustamante were elected to second
terms, and Barbara Livoreil (France)
joined the Board. In addition, Martin
DieterichÕs appointment as President Elect
opened a seat on the Board for a one year
term; Georgia Valaoras (Greece) was elected to this
position. We congratulate all of those elected and welcome the
new Board members.

The Board thanks Luigi Boitani, our first President, and Jari
Niemela, whose terms of office ended in December 2005, for
their work on behalf of the Section. We look forward to
continuing to work with them to further the efforts of SCB in
Europe. We also thank all those who stood for, and voted in,
this yearÕs election.

In December the Policy Committee met and discussed issues
ranging from the role of SCB in the European policy arena and
the efficacy of the committeeÕs previous actions (Bialowieza
Resolution and follow-up, Biodiversity Resolution, and so
forth) to the expulsion of inactive committee members. The
committee also identified five key areas for future efforts: agri-
environmental issues, conservation and global change,
implementation of NATURA2000, incentives linking academics
to application, and misuse of conservation funding. 

To maintain its high level of activity in 2006, the Policy
Committee seeks new and enthusiastic members. If you are
interested contact Martin Dieterich (dieterim@fh-
nuertingen.de).

As we move forward under the leadership of our new President,
Andrew Pullin, the highlight of our program of activities for
2006 will be the European Congress of Conservation Biology
in Eger, Hungary (22Ð26 August). The deadline for early

discount registration is 30 April. Visit the congress Web site,
www.eccb2006.org, for further details.

As always, the Board encourages Section members to play an
active role in the Section. Please send your questions or
comments to the Board at europe@conservationbiology.org

Owen Nevin

NORTH AMERICA

By the time you read this newsletter, members of the North
America Section will have received an email announcement
regarding the current elections for the Section board. This
newsletter column simply re-emphasizes the importance of
voting. The board is extremely active on a number of fronts that
are important to conservation biologists and for conservation in
North America. In particular, we are engaged in trying to bring
the best available conservation science up front and center in a
number of the relevant and major legislative discussions going
on now in Washington, D.C. We are also working to develop a
model for North America Section meetings, the first of which is
being planned for 2007. In principle, these topics affect all
members of the North America Section; therefore, the identity
of the people who are engaged in implementation of Section

activities ought to be a matter of importance to all
members of the Section.

You are electing three people to board
positions with three-year terms. You also are

electing a President Elect, who will serve in that
capacity for two years and then assume the

presidency for two years. The ballot can be accessed
by logging into your member account on the SCB Web site
(www.conbio.org).

Make your voice heard. Vote.

Steve Trombulak

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Interim Board of Directors

There are now more than 500 members of the Freshwater
Working Group. Ten members from five SCB Sections have
volunteered to serve on an interim Board of Directors until a
Board is elected later this year.

Robin Abell, World Wildlife Fund, United States
Martin Dieterich, Institute for Landscape Ecology and Nature 

Conservation, Germany
Mary Khoury, The Nature Conservancy, United States
Mordecai Ogada, Nairobi, Kenya
Emily Schilling, University of Maine, United States
Trey Simmons, Utah State University, United States
Janet Stein, Australian National University
Michele Thieme, World Wildlife Fund, United States
Ken Vance-Borland, Oregon State University, United States
Xianfeng Zhang, Institute of Hydrobiology, China

Thanks to all for serving and to SCB Executive Assistant
Heather DeCaluwe for guidance. The interim board will work
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on tasks leading to election of a regular board, including
formulation of bylaws, submission of bylaws to Working Group
members for ratification, solicitation of nominations for the
regular board, and conducting board elections. Our goal is to
have the elected board in place for the Working Group
membersÕmeeting during SCBÕs 2006 meeting. 

Annual Meeting Symposia

Working Group members helped to organize three successful
symposium proposals for the 2006 annual meeting. Jennifer
Molnar, Mordecai Ogada, and Carmen Revenga organized
Freshwater Invasive Species: A Double-Edged Sword. David
Allan worked with Mark Brown, Elise Granek, and Elizabeth
Madin on The Role of Recreational Fishers in Conservation
and Management: Lessons from Freshwater Systems for Marine
Practitioners. Ken Vance-Borland worked with Norm Sloan of
the Marine Section on A New Conservation Continuum:
Connecting Land and Sea. Learn more about these symposia at
the meeting Web site, and please plan to attend them.

Ken Vance-Borland

SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Anthropology and Psychology
Representatives Elected

The Social Science Working Group
board is pleased to announce the results
of the special election for the previously
unfilled positions of anthropology
representative and psychology
representative. Diane Russell, an
anthropologist with USAID, and Carol
Saunders, a psychologist with the
Brookfield Zoo, were elected to serve on
the Board. Congratulations and welcome!

Tool Kit for Graduate Students

The Student Affairs Committee is
developing a tool kit for graduate students
interested in cross-disciplinary
conservation research. Ultimately this will
include techniques for integrating social and
natural sciences into cohesive project design,
cultivating partnerships in multiple academic departments,
locating funding for multidisciplinary projects, and publishing
the results.

We are seeking input from students and graduates who have
worked in both the natural and social sciences to ascertain what
strategies have worked and how the Working Group can
facilitate research discussions with conservation practitioners
from a wide variety of backgrounds. We would like to be able
to present a preliminary draft of this tool kit at the 2006 annual
meeting, so please contact us before 1 May. For more
information contact Josh Drew, Student Affairs Committee
Chair, at jdrew@bu.edu or (508) 289-7661.

The Society for Conservation Biology and the
Smith Fellows Program are proud to announce the
recipients of the 2006 David H. Smith
Conservation Research Fellowship: Myra
Finkelstein, Robert McDonald, Tania Schoennagel,
and Katherine Smith. 

Finkelstein will be based at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, USA, where she will
concentrate on the project “Understanding the
effects of interacting threats on the survival of
long-lived species.”

McDonald will be based at Harvard University,
USA, where he will conduct the project
“Urbanization and conservation priority setting:
scaling from global patterns to local processes.”

Schoennagel will examine “Fire risk and forest
restoration in the wildland-urban interface of the
Colorado Front Range” at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, USA. 

Smith will be based at the University of Georgia,
where she will complete the project “Forecasting
infectious disease emergence resulting from the
global trade in wildlife.”

These four scientists were selected from a pool of
80 highly qualified applicants who proposed
sponsorship by 46 different academic institutions
and diverse mentor institutions, including many
conservation NGOs as well as federal and state
government agencies. 

The David H. Smith Conservation Research
Fellowship Program seeks to develop future world
leaders and entrepreneurs who are successful at
linking conservation science research and
application. These fellowships provide two-year
postdoctoral support to outstanding early-career
scientists from anywhere in the world based at a
United States institution doing research focused
on conservation as it is practiced in the United
States. For more information please visit the
Smith Fellows Web site, www.smithfellows.org.

2006 Smith Conservation Fellows

Society for Conservation Biology Newsletter is published
quarterly. To submit materials or request permission to reprint
articles contact the Editor: Erica Fleishman, Center for
Conservation Biology, Department of Biological Sciences,
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305-5020, USA, (650)
725-9914, FAX (650) 723-5920, efleish@stanford.edu. 
Decisions concerning publication rest with the Editor.

© Society for Conservation Biology 2006



BOTANICAL OR ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN, PUBLIC
AQUARIUM, OR NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Amy Camacho

As the director of Africam Safari (Mexico), one of my priorities
has been to use my influence with Latin American zoos to
promote the importance of in situ conservation programs.
Africam and its accompanying botanical garden have set the
standard in Mexico and Latin America with its examples of ex
situ and in situ conservation projects. I am former President and
current Conservation Director of the Mexican Zoo Association,
where I strive to impart upon Mexican zoos the importance of
participation in conservation, and to aid these institutions in
reaching their full conservation potential. I also have served as
President of the Latin American Zoo Association, and I am
working as Vice President. I am the regional convener for the
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (IUCN) Mexico,
which works with government and non-government
organizations to organize workshops to develop scientifically
based management plans for endangered species and
ecosystems. I have facilitated conservation workshops around
the world. I am flattered by this nomination, and if elected
would do all in my power to bridge the gap I feel lays between
Latin America and the rest of the world, and to make in situ and
ex situ conservation a shared global effort.

Stuart Strahl

As President / CEO of Chicago Zoological Society, I oversee
regional and international programs in applied conservation,
education, and professional training as well as the operations of
a leading zoological institution in conservation, the Brookfield
Zoo. My career includes international field research
(1984Ð1989) and directing the Latin American Programs
(1989Ð1992) for the Wildlife Conservation Society, community-
based environmental education on the Chesapeake Bay
(1992Ð1995), and science-based public policy in development
of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan from
1996Ð2003 as Vice President of the National Audubon Society
and CEO of Audubon of Florida. I am a founding Life Member
of SCB (1986) and have served as the founding chair of the
SSC / IUCN Cracidae Specialist Group (1988Ð2000) and on
various appointed commissions and volunteer boards. I have
taught conservation science in several Latin American countries
and in the United States, and focused throughout my career on
the development of young professionals and application of
science and field research to conservation action. If elected to
the board, my background and fundraising skills would help
SCB develop more effective international presence, enhance
training opportunities for professionals and decision-makers in
less-developed countries, and strengthen the means by which
we engage zoos and aquariums in field conservation. 

8

UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE

Mark Schwartz

I am interested in serving on the board for three specific
reasons. First, I am concerned about the state of publications in
conservation. Rejection rates have become very high (>70%) in
each of the top conservation journals, indicative of healthy
growth in conservation science. The SCB must, and is, taking a
leadership role in strategically expanding publication
opportunities for conservation scientists. This includes creating
publications for policymakers. As a former editor of Biological
Conservation, I would like to help in this endeavor. Second, as
a plant ecologist I am concerned about under-represented taxa
in conservation. The majority of conservation resources are
focused on ecosystem and vertebrate conservation. I believe
that SCB can be integral in promoting effective conservation
strategies, such as volunteerism programs, for consistently
under-funded taxa (e.g., endangered plants and insects). I would
like to work with SCB on this problem. Finally, recent studies
have demonstrated the importance of leveraging conservation
science to help develop public support for conservation.
Although historically interdisciplinary, I believe that SCB can
foster greater linkages between biologists and social scientists,
and foster stronger integration of conservation policy into the
broader realm of environmental policy.

Javier Simonetti

SCB is engaged in exciting new commitments that aim to
expand the impact of conservation science worldwide. As
University / College Representative I will work to strengthen
such SCB activities, particularly those related to conservation
education and internationalization. My involvement in the
Austral and Neotropical America Section of SCB has
familiarized me with what and how SCB can offer regarding
capacity building, particularly in developing countries, to
effectively support our future conservation scientists and
practitioners. I am Professor at Universidad de Chile with more
than 20 years of experience in research and teaching. My
research focuses on the effects of subsistence and resource use
by human populations on the structure and dynamics of Latin
AmericaÕs biological diversity, especially plant-animal
interactions. In addition, I teach and train young Latin
American researchers and network them with the goal of
fostering human and logistic resources and leveraging those
resources to improve the research and practice of conservation.
I hope to contribute this experience to SCB. I also plan to
contribute my experience on several governing boards such as
the Chilean Society of Ecology, the Chilean Committee for
Biological Diversity, and the Executive Committee of the Latin
American Botanical Network to promote the ongoing
internationalization of SCB.

SOCIETY FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTION 2006
You may cast your vote using the attached ballot sheet, w hich can be remo ved and mailed without an
envelope. Or, starting 1 Februar y 2006, you may cast your vote online at www .Conser vationBiology .org.

In these statements , candidates were asked to focus on their objectiv es for and history with SCB.
Short versions of their curr icula vitae are av aila ble on the Web site. Votes must be receiv ed by 15 March 2006.



SOCIETYFORCONSERVATION BIOLOGY ELECTIONBALLOT2006

Please indicate your choices by marking an “X” next to the appropriate names.

Statements provided by the candidates are attached (page 8). Short curricula vitae are posted on SCB’s Web site.

Starting 1 February 2006, you may cast your votes online at www.ConservationBiology.org

BOARD OF GOVERNORS.  Vote for one (1) candidate in each category.

BOTANICAL GARDEN, ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN, PUBLIC AQUARIUM, OR NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

_____ Amy Camacho
_____ Stuart Strahl

UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE

_____ Mark Schwartz
_____ Javier Simonetti

_________________________  member number (printed on the newsletter mailing label) or name
We ask you to provide your number or name to guarantee that each member casts only one ballot.
Ballots are strictly confidential.

To allow sufficient time for processing, ballots must be received by 15 March 2006

Return your ballot to 
Paul Beier

NAU Box 15018 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018, USA

Please note: This ballot sheet may be removed, folded, and mailed without an envelope.
Only ballots on original newsletter paper will be counted.



postage

Paul Beier
NAU Box 15018 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018
USA
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Maybe the costs to conservation of ceasing growth of SCB are
too high. But we are arrogant if we think our own objectives
are worthy of growth, while the objectives of other
organizations are not. Perhaps our goals are a perfect example
of why promoting a steady state economy is doomed to failure
before it begins.

Literatur e Cited
Berkes, F., D. Feeny, B.J. McCay, and J.M Acheson. 1989.
Nature 340:91.

Nicola Koper
Natural Resources Institute
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2, Canada
koper@cc.umanitoba.ca

similar contradiction: how to operate effectively in the existing
world (and embrace some of its tools) while embodying and
bringing to birth the vision of a new world. 

Does this mean SCB can grow its resources without reflection?
No. Self-restraint, as Koper suggests, is important. SCB, for
example, is encouraging members to receive Conservation
Biology and the Newsletter in electronic format. Hardly impact
free, but an improvement. Self-restraint, however, is
inadequate. Decisions to choose a small car over a sport utility
vehicle are important, but they are no substitute for a society
ending its subsidies for cars and investing in lower impact
transportation systems or making travel less necessary. Unless
those social changes are made the choices of individuals are
sharply constrained. 

The real crux of KoperÕs argument seems to be the notion that
Òwe are arrogant if we think our own objectives are worthy of
growth [letÕs assume material growth], while the objectives of
other organizations are not.Ó This is na•ve at best and fails to
grasp that as a species for which much behavior is not
hardwired, we must make choices. Individuals and societies do
and must establish priorities and hold some things to be more
valuable than others. Is it arrogant to believe that investing in
conserving nature is no worthier than investing in gas-guzzling
vehicles? That investing in health care is the same as investing
in an army to protect oil supplies, the use of which contributes
to climate change? To return to Lincoln, is it arrogant to favor
the interests of the slave in freedom over the interests of the
slave owner in his ÒpropertyÓ? Certainly part of the belief
system of conservationists is that there is an overriding value to
the survival of species and ecosystems. Many of us believe that
embodying those values in collective policies is the only way to
achieve SCBÕs vision. That certainly means some personal
interests are favored over others. That is precisely what political
decisions are all aboutÑvaluing some things over others. Is it
worth spending material resources in trying to achieve those
goals, including the reduction of material growth overall? We
believe so. Does it require us to engage in critical self-reflection
about our choices and aspire to less destruction of nature in the
name of SCBÕs growth to support conservation? Absolutely, and
we believe that SCBÕs leadership is constantly engaged in such
deliberations and actions. What is truly arrogant is the plunder
of the Earth and the destruction of living systems to make way
for more people and more commodities.

David Johns, Treasurer, SCB
Steve Trombulak, President, North America Section
Robert Dietz, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA
William Bridgeland, Northern Arizona University, USA

Perspectives on economic growth and the growth of SCB

increasing their impact on the natural world. But in the world at
large today economic growth and material growth are virtually
equal to the point at which, in the developed world at least,
material growth is a major source of the biological
impoverishment against which conservation biologists fight.

SCB envisions and works toward Ò[a] world where people
understand, value, and conserve the diversity of life on Earth.Ó
Does SCB need to command more material resources to
achieve that vision? Given the social inertia arrayed against
conservation, we believe the answer is yes. A stronger
membership base, more knowledge, and greater capacity to
influence policy means doing research, flying to meetings,
publishing documents, and much else. Growing our Board
Designated Reserve, which is largely composed of securities,
will help us do that.

Does that make SCB hypocritical? Certainly much of what we
do involves the use of material resources and more of them
over time. This can contribute to overall material growth and
human impact unless growth is curtailed in other sectors of the
economy, e.g. fewer sport utility vehicles produced and driven.
Probably one of the most troubling problems for the
conservation community is its dependence on gifts from
individuals and foundations. Almost invariably the magnitude
of giving depends on how well individuals are doing
financially, which in turn depends on material economic
growth. When the economy is doing poorlyÑand this often
means less destruction of natureÑgiving to conservation is
down and nongovernmental organizations can do less. When
the economy is expanding and giving is high, conservationsists
are able to do more, but there is a real question whether they
achieve more with that extra money than the economy destroys.
This contradiction does present a serious problem. But virtually
every effort to change policy and society has confronted a

Koper , from page 1

Koper response , from page 1
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6. I would think that although biologists
from developing countries would agree
with the problems outlined, few would
subscribe to the solution proposed. With
all due respect to Dietz and Bridgeland,
not many of these professionals can
access the kinds of resources and
materials the authors probably take for
granted. They still struggle with dial-up
internet connections, if they have internet
access at all; cannot afford or do not have
foreign currency to pay for subscriptions
to scientific journals or memberships of
the professional societies Dietz and
Bridgeland mention; and cannot leverage
the kinds of grants to which Dietz and
Bridgeland have access. They donÕt want
to hear about a pie in the sky because they
are already in some kind of steady or
declining state they want to exit.

The environmental crisis we face today, as
emphasized by the work of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change and the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, requires out of the box
thinking, innovative solutions, and
sometimes risk-taking applications to
reconcile the economy and ecology in a
realistic manner. But the emphasis should
be on reconciliation and realism. We
should be working with governments and
the private sector to build long term
partnerships for capital investments in
ecosystem protection, restoration, and
mitigation and avoidance of damage,
removal of pervasive subsidies and other
barriers, development of new
environmental technologies and practices,
and creation of new Òenvironmental
markets.Ó The time is right because many
business leaders now recognize that
environmentally related problems and
disasters are resulting in huge outlays,
lack of shareholder confidence, and
massive investment risks. 

Nirmal Shah
Chief Executive, Nature Seychelles
The Centre for Environment and 

Education
Mahe, Republic of Seychelles
nature@seychelles.net
www.natureseychelles.org

Steady% Ready or Not
A response to Dietz and
Bridgeland

The editorial by Dietz and Bridgeland is
to be commended if it is meant to be a
lightning rod for academic thrust and
parry. But I see little that the essay will
bring to real life solutions. This is
because

1. The steady state economy is an
interesting but still untested idea. I first
heard about the idea from the work of
Herman Daly many years ago, but all the
economies of the world are still grounded
in the classic concepts of growth.
Moreover, a steady state economy has not
been adopted in any global forum or
agreement such as the World Summit on
Sustainable Development, the
Millennium Development Goal, or the
World Trade Organization rounds or in
multilateral environment agreements such
as the Convention on Biological Diversity
and Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

2. The United States needs to reduce its
huge appetite and become a model.
Developing countries are resentful of the
calls to curb growth while that of the
United States continues unabated.

3. Events, notably globalization and
climate change, have overtaken the
steady state thinkers. Subsidies, non-tariff
trade barriers, and the ending of
preferential trade agreements make it
impossible for many developing countries
to compete fairly. As for climate change,
new research shows that even if the
United States, China, and India do sign
the Kyoto Protocol, global warming is
here to stay.

4. The struggle to lift millions of people
out of poverty cannot be achieved by
turning developing world economies into
steady state economies, despite the caveat
Dietz and Bridgeland propose. And it is
na•ve to believe that any of the 500
richest people whose total annual income
is more than that of the 416 million
poorest would agree to a redistribution of
his or her wealth. 

5. The latest Human Development Report
lays out the sheer magnitude of this
tragedy in mind-numbing figures. Make your voice heard • VOTE • see page 8
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Edward T. LaRoe III Memor ial Award

The Edward T. LaRoe III Memorial Award is given annually to
an individual with a distinguished record of research and
outstanding application of science to the conservation of our
biological resources. The intention of the award is to recognize
the innovative application of science to resource management
and policy. Although all scientists are eligible for the award,
because of Edward LaRoeÕs distinguished career as a public
servant, preference is given to employees of governmental
resource management agencies or science agencies.

Past recipients of the LaRoe Award are

2005 Daniel Pauly
2004 Jerry Franklin
2003 Stephen Schneider
2002 John Lawton
2001 Robert Pressey
2000 Phil Pister
1999 Chandler Robbins
1998 J. Michael Scott
1997 Barry Noon

The 2006 LaRoe Award recipient is Stuart Pimm.

Please send nominations for the 2007 LaRoe Award to J.
Michael Scott, Department of Fish and Wildlife, P.O. Box 44-
1141, Room 103, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844-
1141, USA, mscott@uidaho.edu (with copies to Sarah
Martinez, sarahm@uidaho.edu). Nominations should be in the
form of a nominating letter with an accompanying resume of
the nominee. Multiple letters of support for nominees are
encouraged. Nominations must be received by 1 October 2006.

Distinguished Service Awards

SCB annually presents awards for distinguished service in the
field of conservation biology. For 2007, SCB is soliciting
nominations from its members and other conservation
professionals. Among the categories eligible for awards are 

Academia 
Government 
Outside academia and government 
Social, economic, and political work 
Education and journalism 

Nominations for individuals or institutions, including a
nomination form and a minimum of two supporting letters,
must be received by 1 October 2006. The form is available at
http://conbio.org/SCB/Activities/Awards/. Letters and form
must be submitted as a single document in Word. Separate
letters will not be accepted. Please send nominations to
Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gov. If the nominator does not
have internet access, contact Kathryn Saterson, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 109 TW Alexander Drive,
MC: B305-02, Research Triangle Park, NC 27711, USA, 1 919
541-2535.

Call for 2007 Award Nominations
In response to Shah% if not SCB% who?

We appreciate ShahÕs thoughtful comments on our editorial,
and the opportunity to offer an Òacademic parryÓ to his Òthrust.Ó
Shah offers no argument against our primary point that there is
a fundamental conflict between economic growth and
biodiversity conservation, and indeed seems to agree. His
dispute is with our assertion that, given this conflict and the
presumed desire of SCB members to find its resolution, we
(SCB) need to address economic growth by offering a positive,
sustainable alternative, e.g. the steady state economy (SSE).
Shah does not provide an alternative vision, but states that a
solution Òrequires out of the box thinking, innovative solutions,
and sometimes risk-taking applications to reconcile the
economy and ecology in a realistic manner.Ó We believe that
setting the ultimate goal of a SSE meets those requirements.
Anything short of steady state will represent
a pernicious erosion of the natural
capital that comprises wildlife habitats
and supports the economy, and is,
therefore, neither sustainable nor
realistic. ShahÕs lament that
the SSE is ÒuntestedÓ and
has not been adopted
by any global policy
group is no reason to reject the concept, which is modeled after
our scientific understanding of how large ecosystems function.
It wasnÕt long ago, in the broad sweep of history, that capitalist
democracy was an untested notion of political philosophers.

Shah outlines some of the substantial political obstacles that
will need to be overcome to establish a SSE. We acknowledge
these obstacles. For example, we wholeheartedly agree that the
United States needs to be the first to take responsibility for its
profligacy. However, we do not agree that Òglobalization and
climate change have overtaken the steady state thinkers.Ó
Instead, these phenomena increase the urgency of implementing
a change of course. As Herman Daly and Joshua Farley point
out in their textbook, Ecological Economics, we must develop
policies in the context of current social, legal, and economic
frameworks. Given our context, it will be quite a challenge to
break through some of these obstacles (e.g. unfair income
distribution), and it will not happen overnight. We do believe,
however, that we can develop policies that will lead us toward
an economy characterized by sustainable scale, just distribution
of wealth, efficient allocation of resources, and maximal
allowance of personal choice.

We think one element of a long-term strategy to replace the
economic growth paradigm with a SSE is to lend credibility
and gravitas to the SSE concept by obtaining the endorsement
of such reputable scientific societies as SCB. We therefore
implore the members of SCB to embrace and promulgate the
principles of sustainability and the vision of a SSE. With this
consensual goal in mind, we can then productively debate the
competing ideas of how to best achieve the goal.

Robert Dietz and William Bridgeland
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The 20th annual meeting of
the Society for
Conservation Biology,
Conservation Without
Borders, will be held 24Ð28
June 2006 in San Jose,
California, USA.  

The early registration
deadline is 17 March.
Regular rates apply until 14
May, with late rates
thereafter. After 9 June,
individuals must register on
site. Presenting authors
(oral and poster) must
register by 17 March.
Please register online at

www.ConservationBiology.org/2006. If you do not have
internet access, please contact 2006@conbio.org for
instructions on registration.

Fees.The registration fee includes admission to all plenary,
concurrent, and poster sessions, refreshment breaks, receptions,
and SCB member meetings. One-day registration is available in
advance or on site. Information about travel, accommodations,
and special events is available at www.ConservationBiology.
org/2006. All costs are in U.S. dollars.

TRAVEL AGENT

American Express Travel Services will serve as the preferred
agent for the 2006 meeting. Booking with American Express
enables SCB to receive travel vouchers that will be used to
support travel by members from countries not defined as high
income. A service fee may be charged. Details will be available
on the meeting Web site soon.

SYMPOSIA

The Steering Committee received 76 proposals for symposia
and 29 proposals for workshops and organized discussions. The
following symposia, workshops, and organized discussions will
be presented in San Jose. Complete descriptions and abstracts
are available at the meeting Web site.

A new conservation continuum: connecting land and sea
Advocacy in conservation science
Connectivity and reserve design: incorporating landscape and

population connectivity into conservation planning for
changing landscapes and seascapes

Conservation along the United StatesÐMŽxico border: bi-
national solutions for our shared problems

Conservation in a changing climate

"##$ ANNUAL MEETING ¥ "&Ð"' June% San Jose% California% USA
Information on registration% program% and accommodations

Conservation without dotted lines: donor engagement with
conservation

Ecological restoration in a changing world: case studies from
California

Freshwater invasive species: a double-edged sword?
From political enmity to ecological cooperation: the Israeli-

Jordanian experience
Integrative conservation problem solving: the policy sciences as

a tool to bridge the natural and social sciences
Management for spatial and temporal complexity in ocean

ecosystems in the 21st century
New, market-based strategies for marine conservation
Policy and management implications of large-scale,

interdisciplinary studies of the California Current large
marine ecosystem

Regional Habitat Conservation Plans: the California experience
Scaling up the assessment of bycatch: regional to global

impacts of fisheries on seabirds, mammals, and turtles
The great migrations: conserving migratory ungulates in a

transboundary context
The quadrupled face of biodiversity conservation in Africa
The role of recreational fishers in conservation and

management: lessons from freshwater systems for marine
practitioners

WORKSHOPS

Bridging the divide: how land use planners and conservation
biologists join forces to achieve resource protection in
California

Can Transboundary Natural Resource Management (TBNRM)
contribute to enhance conservation objectives and address
poverty alleviation issues in border region? A case study of
the VirungaÐBwindi TBNRM

Capacity-building for SCB chapters in the 21st century
Conservation tools and tips from psychology
Developing a framework for building individual and

institutional capacity for conservation
Disaster vulnerability and environmental change: engaging

conservation science
How do we know itÕs working? State of the art program

evaluation for conservation science and policy
Human demographic change and biodiversity conservation:

impacts and opportunities for the conservation sector
Knowledge, uncertainties, and research needs in evaluating the

role of pesticides in amphibian population declines in
California and globally

Merging art and science for applied conservation tools: an
overview of interdisciplinary programs and professional
applications

Satellite telemetry of marine megavertebrates: the coming of
age of an experimental science
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ORGANIZED DISCUSSIONS

Applying for academic jobs at undergraduate teaching
institutions

Breaching educational borders: teaching conservation biology
to non-majors

Leading across borders: a dialogue on conservation science
leadership

Marine biological valuation: a first step towards marine
conservation actions

Using evolutionary hotspots to identify important areas for
conservation in California

SHORT COURSES

Please register for these courses using the online registration
system. All courses will be held on Saturday, 24 June. Each
person may register for one course. The tuition fee is $50.
Several additional courses may be listed in February.

Economic tools for conservation

Instructors: John Reid (Conservation Strategy Fund, P.O. Box
606, Philo, CA 95466, USA) & Nejem Raheem (MSC 05 3060,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131, USA)

We will begin with a brief introduction of the role of economics
in protecting nature. An interactive market simulation will
follow to introduce microeconomic theory. Participants will
learn how markets function and how they often fail to capture
environmental values. Afternoon sessions will cover basic
natural resource economics and how the time value of money
affects natural resource exploitation. The day will close with an
exploration of the potential and limitations of using valuation
techniques to incorporate environmental goods and services
into economic analyses. Opportunities and limitations of
market-based conservation solutions also will be explored.

Participants will leave the course with a better understanding of
economic concepts and opportunities for incorporating these
approaches into their work. Participants will learn aspects of 

¥ Microeconomic theory
¥The failure of markets to incorporate environmental values
¥ Natural resource and environmental economics
¥ Potential of environmental markets
¥ Practical applications of economics to conservation

How to catalyze and carry out successful community
conservation projects

Instructors: Robert Horwich, Community Conservation, 50542
One Quiet Lane, Gays Mills, WI 54631, USA) & Scott
Bernstein (Land Resources Program, Gaylord Nelson Institute
for Environmental Studies, 550 N. Park St., 70 Science Hall,
Madison, WI 53706, USA)

The course includes six lectures interspersed with discussion
and hands-on activities. First, the course will introduce
participants to projects carried out over the past 21 years in
nine countries. Second, it will discuss ten phases in catalyzing a
community conservation project from initiation to termination

of the catalyzing agentÕs role. Next, a method for project
evaluation with 27 benchmarks as important objectives for a
successful community conservation project will be discussed. A
fourth topic will contrast major differences between small-scale
community conservation projects and large integrated
conservation and development projects. Contrasting the two
will direct participants toward philosophies and concepts that
will lead to better probability of success. Examples from
Belize, the United States, and India will point out how small
projects working at the community level can effect regional
change from the bottom up. Finally, the course will discuss
types of training needed for community groups to manage their
own conservation projects. The course is for an audience with
experience or interest in working with community conservation
projects who want to make a difference using their conservation
biology knowledge as active conservationists. It will provide
rudiments for how to initiate, carry out, monitor, and terminate
oneÕs role in a successful community conservation project.

Restoration genetics: applying population genetics to plant
restoration projects at local and regional levels

Instructors: Deborah Rogers and Patrick McGuire (Genetic
Resources Conservation Program, University of California,
Davis, CA 95626, USA) & Kevin Rice (Department of Plant
Sciences, University of California, Davis, CA 95626, USA)

Restoration genetics is based on principles of population
genetics and provides guidance for restoration of once-natural
areas by considering the ecology, genetic diversity, and
dynamics of the native species. The spatial scales and contexts
for genetic restoration vary from small urban parks that may
impact nearby natural areas to large natural areas where
restoration may be needed after a major or long-term
disturbance. Participants will be introduced to genetic principles
relevant to restoration; application of principles to restoration
decisions (use of genetic tools, appropriate interpretation of
genetic information, inclusion of available information
resources, how to work with suitable proxies in the absence of
genetic information, and consideration of risks); and resources
available for decision-support in genetic restoration. Intended
for those involved in decisions, direct management, or actual
practice of restoration in natural areas. No background in
genetics is required for this course.

Topics will include 
¥ Importance of genetic diversity and integrity in restoration

decisions
¥ How genetic erosion, maladaptation, andhybridizations can

result from inappropriate restoration decisions
¥ Natural processes affecting genetic diversity: gene flow,

genetic drift, and selection
¥ Measures of genetic diversity relevant to restoration
¥ Genetic monitoring
¥ Examples for decision-making structures in genetic

restoration

Participants are encouraged to prepare an actual (or theoretical,
as desired) case study for discussion as this will increase their
benefit from the course.



Systematic conservation planning: concepts, case studies,
and applications of software

Instructors: Bob Pressey, Kerrie Wilson, & Matt Watts (The
Ecology Centre, University of Queensland, St Lucia,
Queensland 4072, Australia)

The objectives of the course are to 
¥ Provide an overview of the process of conservation

planning
¥ Introduce the key concepts behind systematic planning

methods
¥ Encourage participants to discuss the planning issues they

are dealing with
¥ Demonstrate how software can help to solve real-world

problems
¥ Provide participants with an introduction to the operation of

two commonly used software packages for conservation
planning (C-Plan and MARXAN)

The course will be suitable for practicing professionals,
graduate students, and undergraduates. It will be a mix of
presentations, open discussion, and hands-on demonstration of
software packages using real-world data sets. Presentations will
cover diverse issues, including an overview of the conservation
planning process, data sets on biodiversity and threats, roles
and limitations of conservation targets, planning for
biodiversity processes, applications of software to real-world
problems, and implementation issues.

Participants will have access to a Web site for downloads of
course material, selected publications, two software systems (C-
Plan and MARXAN) at no cost, and tutorial material for
operating the software. 

ACCOMMODATIONS

Hotels

Information about hotel accommodation is available on the
meeting Web site. We have negotiated special rates with three
hotels in downtown San Jose: the Hilton San Jose & Towers,
San Jose Marriott, and Crowne Plaza San Jose. To receive these
discounts, please remember to specify that you are associated
with the Society for Conservation Biology.
Hotel reservations must be made by 24
May, and rates are guaranteed from 20 June
through 2 July.

Dormitories

Dormitory suites at San Jose State
University, approximately four blocks from
the Convention Center, also are reserved
for meeting participants. Each suite has
four bedrooms (two twin beds per room),
two bathrooms, and a common room. Bed
and bath linens are included in the room
rate. No more than eight people may stay in
one suite. Guests may use university athletic
facilities for a small fee.

Participants who register for the entire
meeting (24Ð28 June) may reserve a
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dormitory room. Rates are $325 per person for a single room
and $250 per person for a double room. If you reserve a double
room, your roommate also must register for the entire meeting
(unless your roommate is your domestic partner) and you must
provide the name of your roommate. If you would like to
reserve a dormitory room for nights prior to or following the
meeting, contact 2006@conbio.org.

FIELD TRIPS

For additional details, see the meeting Web site. Trips that do
not meet minimum enrollment requirements will be cancelled. 

JasperRidge Biological Preserve(24 June, $50)
Visit Stanford UniversityÕs field station along the eastern
foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains. Learn about research
activities ranging from grassland responses to climate change to
management of a century-old reservoir and tour the PreserveÕs
nationally recognized green building, the Leslie Shao-ming Sun
Field Station.

Hastings Natural History Reservation(24 June, $125)
Visit this field station in the Santa Lucia Mountain Range that
has been maintained by the University of California, BerkeleyÕs
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology since 1937. Nestled between
three seasonal creeks, Hastings rises from riparian corridors,
through chaparral brush and dense coast live oak woodlands, to
steep ridges lined with blue oak and ridge tops with scattered
valley oaks.

Quail Ridge (24 June, $125)
Quail Ridge Reserve is located in the Inner Coast Ranges. The
flora and fauna are a patchwork of grasslands, woodlands,
riparian areas, and chaparral. The most outstanding botanical
feature, however, is the abundance of native perennial
bunchgrasses. The reserve also boasts spectacular views of the
surrounding mountains, Berryessa Reservoir, and, on clear
days, the Central Valley and Sierra Nevada.

San Bruno Mountain and Mori Point (24 June, $40)
Visit two significant natural areas near San Francisco with
different models of land conservation and management. San
Bruno Mountain State and County Park provides habitat for
three endangered butterflies, the Mission blue (Icaricia
icarioides icarioides), San Bruno elfin (Callophrys mossii
bayensis), and Callippe silverspot (Speyeria callippe callippe),
under the San Bruno Mountain Habitat Conservation Plan. Mori

Point is a coastal bluff home to the endangered
San Francisco garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis

tetrataenia) and red-legged frog (Rana aurora
draytonii). A special tour of the site will highlight trail

and restoration plans.

South Bay Salt Ponds Restoration ProjectÑ
Conservation Challenges and Opportunities

(24 June, free)
This project aims to restore more than 6000 ha of

former salt ponds in the South San Francisco
Bay. The project will significantly enhance

the value of the estuary to species including the
salt marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys
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raviventris) and California clapper rail (Rallus longirostris
obsoletus). Project planning must also consider the habitat
needs of species that have adapted to use of the artificial salt
ponds, including the federally listed Pacific coast population of
the western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)
and the California least tern (Sterna antillarum browni). The
trip will visit some of the projectÕs former salt ponds, existing
natural tidal salt marsh, and tidal marsh restoration projects. 

Growing Mor e than Things: Agricultur e and the
Envir onment (29 June, $100)
Learn about agricultural diversity on the urban edge and how
markets for organic, natural, and specialty products are
affecting agriculture and the environment. Hear directly from
the farmer and rancher about the opportunities and constraints
that our changing society brings to agriculture. Tour a specialty
farm growing Asian vegetables, melons, and chili peppers and
discover what and how local vintners are producing. The trip
will finish with a barbeque.

Exploring the Elkhorn Slough and its Watershed
(29 June, $45)
The Elkhorn Slough is the second-largest tidal estuary in
California and home to sea otters, sharks, skates and rays; it is
one of the west coastÕs premier birding locations. At the same
time, the Slough is a successful experiment in non-profit land
trusts working in conjunction with state and federal agencies to
secure and restore land. Explore the tidal wetlands of the
Elkhorn Slough as well as upland maritime chaparral with
endangered shrubs and majestic evergreen oaks.

Monterey Bay Whale Watching (29 June, $80) 
Enjoy a five-hour cruise on the Monterey Bay, one of the most
productive marine areas of the Pacific Coast. The Monterey
Bay submarine canyon, as large as the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado River, feeds pods of dolphins, whales, and seabirds.
Field trip participants are likely to see sea otters, harbor seals,
and sea lions and also may see blue whales, sperm whales, fin
whales, minke whales, humpback whales, killer whales, Pacific
white-sided dolphins, RissoÕs dolphins, and northern right
whale dolphins.  

STUDENTS

Students are especially welcome at SCBÕs annual meetings.
SCBÕs Student Affairs Committee facilitates numerous
opportunities for interaction with professionals, networking
among students, and contributing to the success of the meeting
itself. For information on student activities and opportunities,
please visit the meeting Web site.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers who contribute one day of service and register by
the early deadline of 17 March will receive a 50%
reimbursement on registration fees and enhanced opportunities
to connect with other conservation scientists and practitioners.
Volunteers are sought to assist with hospitality; audiovisual
support for symposia, workshops, and contributed oral sessions;
and for miscellaneous assistance. Please indicate your interest

in serving as a volunteer when you register for the meeting;
registration will open by late January.

PRESS

Members of the media are eligible for registration waivers,
news advances, access to an on-site press room, and an array of
other support services. Please contact 2006@conbio.org for
more information.  

EXHIBITORS

Complete information for commercial and nonprofit exhibitors
is available on the meeting Web site. The deadline for exhibitor
reservations is 1 March.

CANCELLATION POLICY

For meeting registration and dormitory reservations,
cancellations received on or before 9 June 2006 will be
refunded in full, minus a $50 processing fee. For short courses
and field trips, cancellations received on or before 9 June 2006
will be refunded in full, minus a $15 processing fee.
No refunds of any kind will be given after 9 June. Presenting
authors must register by 17 March. Presenting authors who fail
to notify the Steering Committee of their withdrawal by 9 June
may be excluded from giving a presentation at future SCB
annual meetings.

SPONSORS

The Society for Conservation Biology gratefully acknowledges
the growing number of sponsors who have, as of 14 January
2006, committed their time and resources to supporting
Conservation Without Borders.

Major support for Conservation Without Borders is provided by
the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, The Christensen
Fund, and The David and Lucile Packard Foundation.

We also thank

Blackwell Publishing
California Department of Fish and Game
California State Parks
Centro Internacional de Ecolog’a Tropical
Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.
Environmental Science Associates
Jones & Stokes
H.T. Harvey & Associates
Nevada Biodiversity Research and Conservation Initiative
Oregon State University, Department of Zoology
Red Latinoamericana de Botanica
Stanford Institute for the Environment
The Irvine Company
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Geological Survey
University of California, Berkeley College of Natural

Resources
Universidad de Chile, Programa Interdisciplinario de Estudios

en Biodiversidad
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Confronted with issues ranging from local land use to global
climate change, decision makers at all levels are making
choices that will affect the fate of the planetÕs natural resources
for centuries to come. Scientists can play an important role by
serving as sources of the best scientific knowledge available to
inform these decisions. For many scientists, however, talking
with non-scientists about the relevance of their work proves to
be a challenge.

ÒPublic dialogue and policy decisions,
especially those on critical environmental
and health issues, should be informed
by the most accurate and current
scientific understanding,Ó says
Jane Lubchenco, Distinguished
Professor of Zoology at Oregon
State University and a leader in the
movement to infuse good science into public
understanding and policy making. ÒAcademic
scientistsÑwhose research generates much of the new
knowledgeÑhave not historically been very adept at
communicating with non-scientific audiences.Ó

For scientists, conservation practitioners, and researchers both
inside and outside of academia, the issue of communicating
science to non-scientists is more complicated than simply
learning to translate scientific language into non-technical
terms. There are basic differences in the way scientists and non-
scientists approach a problem. For example, scientists typically
are most comfortable with a communication pattern that begins
with background about why a particular topic was studied,
followed by the research methods and ending with the
conclusions. Statistics, levels of certainty, assumptions, and
alternate explanations are explored in detail. 

In contrast, most non-scientists, such as policy makers and
journalists, want to know the conclusions first, followed by the
relevance of the information to impending decisions or their
daily lives. They seek definitive answers and practical
information, not equivocal statements and speculation. 

In addition to this difference in approach to communication,
consider the tight deadlines, short time frames for action, and
various interests competing for attention that are common in the
worlds of policy makers and journalists. It is no surprise that
many researchers and conservation practitioners struggle with
communicating complex environmental issues to non-scientists.  

Training programs that provide opportunitiesto practice
communication skills can help ease this struggle significantly.
By learning how to frame scientific messages differently for
different target audiences, scientists and practitioners can
become much more effective in conveying the relevance of
their work to people outside of the scientific community.

One program that includes such training is the Aldo Leopold
Leadership Program. Designed specifically for mid-career
academic environmental scientists, the fellowship program
provides opportunities to acquire and use leadership,

communication, and outreach skills to inform decision making
on environmental issues. It also aims to create scientific leaders
in public communication and promote changes in academic
culture so that outreach to non-scientific audiences becomes
recognized as an important part of a scientistÕs job.

ÒThe Leopold Leadership Program fills a unique niche in
teaching academic environmental scientists how to share their
science in ways that are understandable and relevant as well as
accurate,Ó says Lubchenco, program founder and co-chair.

Several SCB members are among the 100 Leopold Leadership
Fellows who have participated in the training since the first
cohort was trained in 1999. SCB Past President Dee Boersma,
Professor and Acting Chair in the Department of Biology at the
University of Washington, was a Leopold Leadership Fellow in

2000. She has served on the boards of many
non-profit organizations and governmental
scientific committees and has interacted

extensively with journalists concerning her research on
Magellanic penguins in Argentina. Boersma says the program
Òopened my eyes to where scientific knowledge is needed, how
it can be presented to be more useful, and how it can be used
by decision makers.

ÒIf scientists donÕt speak, others will attempt to speak for them,
and they may not do so accurately. We owe the public and
science a fair appraisal of what is known and what isnÕt,Ó
Boersma says. 

Paul Beier, Professor at Northern Arizona University and SCB
Secretary, was a Leopold Leadership Fellow in 2005. ÒDespite
our marvelous education and research skills, most scientists and
professors are surprisingly ineffective in talking with reporters,
policy makers and other interested individuals,Ó says Beier,
whose work includes collaborating with government officials
and nongovernmental organizations on developing wildlife
corridors. He credits the program with providing Òthe skills and
attitudes needed to transform a conservation scientist into a
conservation practitioner.Ó

The Leopold Leadership Program, in collaboration with
Communication Partnership for Science and the Sea
(COMPASS; www.CompassOnline.org), is sponsoring a
plenary session and a concurrent session at SCBÕs 2006 annual
meeting. Both sessions will focus on how scientists and
conservation practitioners can interact with journalists to
improve communication about science.

The Aldo Leopold Leadership Program is based at the Stanford
Institute for the Environment and is funded by the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation. The program is led by co-chairs
Pamela Matson, Jane Lubchenco, and Diana Wall and
Executive Director Debbie Drake Dunne. For more
information, visit www.leopoldleadership.org.

Cynthia Barakatt
Director of Training and Fellowships
Aldo Leopold Leadership Program
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Announcements
Free Journal Access

Oryx, an international journal of conservation, is now available
through AGORA (www.aginternetwork.org/en/index.php).
AGORA provides free electronic access to 836 journals from
major scientific publishers in the fields of food, agriculture,
environmental science, and related social sciences. AGORA is
available to students and researchers in qualifying not-for-profit
institutions in eligible developing countries. Eligible countries
are generally those with an annual GNI per capita per annum of
USD 1000 or less at 31 December 2000. The full list of
institutions and organizations with access in each country can
be found at www.aginternetwork.org/en/checkinst.php. Users
are required to register (www.aginternetwork.org/en/
registration.php) and access is password controlled.
Participating institutions need computers connected to the
internet with a connection rate of 56K baud or higher.

Educational Opportunity

The workshop Transcending Boundaries: Facilitating and
Managing Complex Systems Change will be held 22Ð23 March
2006 at the U.S. National Park ServiceÕs Capital
Training Center in Washington, D.C., USA.
Cost is US$750 per participant. The purpose
of the workshop is to increase the skill and ability of
participants to work more effectively in situations of
organizational and relationship complexity.
The workshop is aimed at individuals
who deal with collaborative
management, partnerships,
multi-stakeholder initiatives,
and complex large
systems change,
including landscape
planning and
transboundary initiatives.
For more information or to register
contact John Griffin, 1 202 262-3146,
JohnGGriffin@msn.com.

ÒSmartÓ Fishing Gear Competition 

World Wildlife FundÕs second WWF International Smart Gear
Competition seeks innovative fishing gear that reduces marine
bycatch, the accidental catch and related deaths of marine
mammals, birds, sea turtles, and non-target fish species in
fishing gear such as nets and longlines. The competition will
award a $25,000 grand prize and two $5000 runner-up prizes to
the designs judged to be the most practical, cost-effective
methods for reducing bycatch of any species. The competition
is open to entrants from any background including fishermen,
professional gear manufacturers, teachers, students, engineers,
scientists, and backyard inventors. Instructions for entry along
with the competition rules are available at www.smartgear.org
and completed entries must be submitted by 15 March 2006.

Meetings

TFI Learning and the journal Environmental Bioindicators will
host the 14th international conference on environmental
bioindicators and the annual meeting of the International
Society of Environmental Bioindicators 24Ð26 April 2006 in
Linthicum, Maryland, USA. The conference will include oral
and poster presentations, group discussions, and workshops. For
more information, visit www.tfilearning.com.

The symposium Conserving Birds in Human-Dominated
Landscapes will be held 27Ð28 April 2006 at the American
Museum of Natural History, New York, New York, USA. The
conference will examine new approaches for managing bird
diversity in urban, suburban, agricultural, and industrial areas,
and explore possibilities for conservation in the face of an
increasingly developed and industrialized world. Poster
abstracts will be accepted until 1 March. For detailed
information, please contact biodiversity@amnh.org or visit
http://cbc.amnh.org.

The Federal Agency for Nature Conservation will hold the
conference Marine Conservation in Europe 2006 at the German
Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund from 8Ð12 May 2006. The
conference will focus on marine conservation policies,

conservation science, and the management of human
activities in European and adjacent waters. It

will be conducted in English. For further
information, contact
Stefan.Braeger@bfn-vilm.de or visit
www.habitatmarenatura2000.de.

The 86th annual meeting of the
American Society of
Mammalogists will be held 17Ð21

June 2006 at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. In addition

to contributed oral and poster
presentations, this yearÕs program will

feature the symposia Large-Scale Marine
Ecosystem Change and the Conservation of Marine Mammals
and The Northern Flying Squirrel: A Biological Portrait of a
Forest Specialist in Post-European North America. Non-
members who are interested in attending or presenting papers
should request materials from Virginia Hayssen
(Vhayssen@science.smith.edu) and Betsy Dumont
(bdumont@bio.umass.edu). For more information, please visit
http://asm06.org/. 

The 43rd annual meeting of the Animal Behavior Society will
be held 12Ð16 August 2006 in Snowbird, Utah, USA. For more
information see www.animalbehavior.org/ABS/Meetings/
Snowbird06 or contact Jeff Galef, galef@mcmaster.ca. 

The First International Biodiversity Congress will be held
22Ð25 May 2007 in Bangkok, Thailand. For information
contact Ram Bhandari, ibc2007@yahoo.com.
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The Society for Conservation Biology and the
Society for Conservation GIS will be conducting a
silent and live auction during this year’s
concurrent conferences (see page 1) to share
treasures and artwork from around the globe. The
auction is a popular tradition at SCGIS meetings,
and SCB is excited to take part in this year’s
event. The auction will be held on the evening of
Tuesday 27 June.  

We invite you to donate an item from your
culture, community, or country
and come to the auction
prepared to bid (or watch
the bidding) on some
wonderful and exotic
items. All donations are
appreciated and
cherished; no item is too
big, too small, or too
unusual. Suggestions for
donations include artwork,
pottery, baskets, jewelry,
books, photographs,
specialty foods or spirits,
or anything else you can
think of! Share your work,
your history, and your
passion with other conservation colleagues.  

SCGIS and SCB Benefit Auction for Conservation Scholars Worldwide

Each item will be displayed with an auction bid
sheet that provides a short description, cultural
significance, origin information, and suggested
minimum bid. If your donated item has a special
story or unusual history, please share it with
others. Please contact Michelle Kinzel at
kinzel@cox.net for any auction-related questions,
including shipping arrangements if necessary.

All money received from the auction will be shared
by both societies to support international and

domestic scholarship programs that
provide travel and training
assistance to fellow conservation
professionals from around the
world. Past auctions have raised
more than $10,000, helping to
support many conservationists
in the SCGIS Scholarship

Program. Let’s all try to make
this the most profitable and most

enjoyable auction to date.

Even if you cannot donate or bid
on an item, please come to the
auction ready to socialize with
other conservationists. Dessert
and drinks will be served.

Thank you in advance for your participation!


