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What Does Growth Mean for SCB?

The editorial Economic growth, biodiversity conservation, and SCB [SCB
Newsletter 12(4):10, 12] prompted two responses and two corresponding replies.
Responses and replies continue on pages 11 and 12.

Can SCB restrain its own growth?

| enjoyedthe editorial Economic growth, biodiversity conservation, and SCB, which
emphasizedhe needfor a steadystateeconomyin contrastto continualeconomic
growth.However | alsoreadthe editorialwith someskepticism. did notevenhaveto
turn the pageto find supportfor my cynicism.The Treasure® report,on the pagefacing
the editorial[SCB newsletterl 2(4):11], wasfull of praisefor the growth of SCBitself!
Within thereport,the growth of the investment®of the BoardDesignatedreserves
celebratedyve arewarnedthata challengés to maintaingrowth of Sectionsoutside
North America,and,finally, we areassuredhatthe Boardof Governords
committedto expandingour funding base SCB&2006D201GtrategicPlanitself
highlightsthe needto increaseour financial strength If SCB strivesfor growth,then
we will contributeto economicgrowth.And if we cannotrestrainour own growth,
how canwe expectothersto accepta steadystateeconomy?

Thetragedyof the economicgrowth modelhasmanysimilaritiesto the Otragedyf the
commons@onceptSimilarly, from the perspectivef theindividual (or individual
institution), the benefitsof growth outweighthe negativeeffectson society However
Berkeset al. (1989)showedthatcommon-propertyesourceganbe sustainedf
communitiegdeveloptheir own self-limiting rules.For SCBto reachits own steadystate,
we mustdevelopour own rulesof restraint.

This might requirethe membershifo acceptfewer servicesrom SCB, suchas
smalleror morelocal meetingsthanif we continuedto grow. This might notbein

the bestinterestsof membersBut if we adopta policy promotinga steadystate
economywe will beaskingothersto changeheir lifestyle in a way thatis notin

their personalinterestsgither We canonly do soif we alsoarewilling to compromise.

see Koper, page 11

Can SCB restrain its own growth? Response

Nicola Koper(3 letteris welcome asit providesanimportantopportunityto clarify a
numberof mattersaboutwhich thereseemdo be someconfusion.We areremindedof a
speechAbrahamLincoln madein the midstof the U.S. civil war aboutthe needfor a
gooddefinition of liberty. Everyone he noted,supportediberty. But in the northliberty
meantthe right to controlone®own life; in the southit meantthe right to controlthe
lives of others.

Thoseconservationistgsho opposesconomicgrowth generallymeanmaterialgrowth.
Material growth involveshumangaking an everincreasingshareof the naturalworld, be
it stocksor flows, andconvertingit to humanuse,therebydegradingecosystemand
reducingpopulationsof otherspeciessometimego the point of extinction.Conceptually
atleast,economicgrowthis possiblewithout materialgrowth, justasa humanmay
becomewiserovertheyearswithout addingneuronsor gainingphysicalmassand

see Koper response , page 11

Society for Conservation GIS

and Society for Conservation

Biology announce concurrent
2006 annual meetings

Theninth annualinternationalkconference
of the Societyfor ConservatiorGIS
(GeographidnformationSystemswill be
held24D28June2006in SanJose,
California, USA, concurrentwith SCB®
20thannualmeeting.Thetwo societies
sharethe goal of creatinganinternational
communityof conservation
professionalandGIS
practitionergo build
conservatiorcapacityand
promotegeospatial
technologiestlocal,
regional,andgloballevels.
Thetwo conferencesharethe
commonthemeof Conservation
Without Borders, with the four
majorthreadsof local-leveland
regional-levekonservation,
marineandfreshwater
conservation21stcentury
conservationandtransboundary
conservation.

To realizethe maximumbenefit

from this partnershipSCGIS

andSCB membergegistering

for eitherconferencewill be
allowedto attendall events

(technicalandsocial)of bothsocietiesat
no additionalcost.Similarly, training
sessiongwhich mayincur additionalfees)
organizedby eithersocietyareopento all
attendee®n afirst-comebasis.

More SCGISconferencenformation,
including abstracinstructionsand
registration(conferencelodging,
membershipfield trips, andtraining), will
be providedin the comingweekson the
SCGISWeb site (www.scgis.og).

Pleaseseepage?0 for a descriptionof the
SCGISandSCBsilentandlive auction,a
lively eventto benefitconservation
scholarswvorldwide.

INSIDE ! ! | "##$ SCBelection ballot ¥ "##$ meeting information




2006 Society for Conservation Biology Awards

o TDWARD T. LAROE 111 MEMORIAL AWARD o

The EdwardT. LaRoelll MemorialAwardis givenannuallyto
anindividual who hasbeena leaderin translatingprinciplesof
conservatiorbiology into real-worldconservationPreferences
givento individualswho havespentat leastpartof their career
in public service.

Stuart Pimm

StuartPimm,the Doris Duke Chair of ConservatiorEcologyat
Duke University, hasemegedasa strongscientificvoice on
thelossof biological diversity andthe managemendf
endangeredpeciesandecosystemsStuartéresearch
revolutionizedtheway in which ecologistsview ecological
changedn thelongterm,overlarge scalesandacrossamany
speciesDuring the 1980s,he spentmuch

time in Hawaii andelsewheren the
Pacific,drawingattentionto non-native
specieandsubsequentieadingthe

teamthatfirst returnedthe GuamRail

to thewild. Stuartalsois anable,

aggressivadvocatdor

maintaininga strongEndangered

Speciedct in the United States.

In 1995,for example hewas

amongthe fourteeneminent

scientistsvho defeatedhe wiseuse

movementattemptto weakenprotectionfor
endangeredpecieshabitatbeforethe U.S. Supreme

Court.In addition,Stuartled the chageto strengtherthe
scientific basisfor restoratiorof the Evegladesby the U.S.
Army Corpsof EngineersAlong with profoundunderstanding,
Stuartcaresenoughto do whatso manyof his colleaguesvish
theycouldfind away to do.

o DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS o

EveryyearSCB presentsts DistinguishedServiceAwardsfor
outstandingcontributionsto conservatiorbiology. Recipients
arenominatedby the SCB membershighroughthe Awards
Committeeandareselectedy the Boardof GovernorsThese
awardswill be presentedtthe 2006annualmeeting.

Javier Simonetti

Leadershipn conservatiorbiology researctandeducation
definesJavierSimonetti.Javieris anaccomplishedesearcher
andeducatoraswell asa communicatoof scienceandskilled
practitioner He hasbeenactivein thefield for well over20
years,duringwhich his activitieshaveflourishedand
diversified.Javief3 researctencompassedandscapend
disturbancescology fragmentatioreffects,invasivespecies,
plant-animalnteractionsandconservatiorgeneticsHe is
activein teachingandtrainingin his native Chile and
throughout_atin America,andhis researchrequentlyhasbeen
incorporatednto policy.

Dee Boersma

DeeBoersmaébutstandingesearcton seabirdsespecially
penguinshasenablecherto addressonservationssuesn the
SouthAtlantic, train youngArgentinebiologists,andserveasa
role modelfor women.Shehasservednumerousorganizations
includingthe Wildlife ConservatiorSociety Conservation
International the Peregring~und,the InternationalUnion for
Biological Sciencethe WashingtorEnvironmentalCouncil,
andmanymore.As Presidenbf SCB, Deeinitiated activities
thatlie at the foundationof SCB®&currenthealth:a strategic
planningprocessthe publicationConservation In Practice, a
comprehensivanalysisof endangeredpeciegecoveryplans,
andabookon researclpriorities.

Yolanda Kakabadse Navarro

Bornin Quito, EcuadorYolandaKakabadses oneof
the world® mostdistinguishectonservationistdn
1979,shewasappointedExecutiveDirector
of Fundaci—Naturain Quito, which she
helpedtransforminto oneof Latin
America®leadingNGOs.From 1990to
1992,shecoordinatedhe participation
of civil societyatthe United Nations
Conferencdor Environmentand
Developmen(EarthSummit).In 1993Yolanda
foundedrFundaci—RuturoLatinoamericanoof which
sheis now the ExecutivePresidentFrom 1998until 2000
sheservedasMinister of Environmentfor the Republicof
Ecuadorin 1996,YolandawaselectedPresidenbf the World
Conservatiorunion (IUCN).

Nature Conservation Foundation

Feworganizationsn India practiceconservatiorwith the
scientificrigor, focus,andimaginationthatthe Nature
ConservatiorFoundation(NCF) usesto affect sustainable
conservationNCF@small,young,but very effectiveteamhas
alreadyprovidednewideasor challengedexistingideasto
ensurehe growth of conservatiorthought.Their work has
resultedin discoveryof newspeciesandis resultingin the
restoratiorof manyhabitatsusinga combinationof scienceand
outreachthatis presentlyunsurpasseih the region.NCF®
vision is now leadingto the additionof maturescientistso the
region®workforceof conservatiorbiologists.

Mark Burgman

Mark Burgmanof The University of Melbournehasmade
outstandingcontributionsto the analysisof problemsand
practicalmanagemenin conservatiorbiology throughhis
unigueperspectiveof incorporatingrisk anduncertaintyin the
developmenbf managememptionsfor conservationHis
contributionsto conservatiorbiology extendfrom population
viability analysisandrisk managemenb generalquantitative
modelingapproacheto conservatiorbiology.



UPDATESFROM REGIONALSECTIONSAND WORKING GROUPS

Conservation Planning in China

WulunguRiver is the largestinlandriver in JunggamBasinin
Xinjiang, andplaysanimportantecologicalrole in theregion.
An endangeredpecief beaver(Castor fiber birulai) is
restrictedto theriver. Sincethe endof 1980s,the populationof
beaverdrasdecreasefiom about700to 400; annual
productionof nativefisheshasdecreaseffom morethan3000
tonsin the 1970sto about45 tonstoday With supportfrom
IUCN, theAltay Wildlife Conservatiomssociationis
developinga strategicconservatiorplanfor sustainable
managemenf WulunguRiver. Amongthe objectivesof the
projectis to increaseawarenesandcapacityfor wetland
conservatiorandsustainablenanagemernty engagindocal
peoplein the planningprocessFor moreinformation,please
contactChanggingYu, cqyu@tsinghua.edu.cn.

Constructiorof infrastructureandenvironmentatestoratiorare
critical to successfubrganizatiorof the 2008Beijing Olympic
GamesConstructiorrequiredarge quantitiesof building
materialssuchasstonesandconcretewhich leadsto extensive
mining in the areamearBeijing. Mining for suchconstruction
is oneof the main sourceof revenuen MentougouDistrict,
locatedin the mountainawvestof Beijing atthe upperreacheof
theYongdingRiver. A projectto conductstrategicplanningand
establishdemonstratiorareador ecologicalrestorationn
Mentougouvaslaunchedn 2005.For moreinformation,
pleasecontactChanggingru, cqyu@tsinghua.edu.cn.

Wildlife Trafficker Arrested

Oneof themostwantedwildlife tradersandtraffickersin
southermsia, TashiTsering(OBewangOhasbeencaughtby
Wildlife ConservatiorNepaloperativesandlocal law
enforcemenpersonnelln April 2002,Interpolissuedared
cornernoticeagainsftTseringon chargeof conspiracyand
violation of the provisionsof the Wildlife [Protection]Act of
India. Tseringwasevadingarrestin severalcasesn India for
his criminal role in someof thelargestseizureof illegal
wildlife productsin recenthistory In DecemberTsering
allegedlymovedfrom Indiato Nepal,whereoperativedbegan
to track his movementsThe Nepalpolice subsequentharrested
Tsering,whois currentlyawaitingevaluationandsentencing.
He may spendasmanyas15 yearsin prisonfor alleged
wildlife trafficking crimes.

Prasanna Yonzon

AUSTRAL AND NEOTROPICAL AMERICA

The Section€President,JavierSimonetti,andYolanda
Kakabadsénavebeenrecognizedby SCBwith 2006
DistinguishedServiceAwards.Both awardeesverenominated
by the Sectionin recognitionof their distinguishedserviceand
work in thefield of conservatiorbiology. We celebrateheir
achievementandawards.

Thanksto the supportof The Christenserrund,the Sectionis
sponsorindour new SCB membersThe membershipsvere
givenasprizesfor the bestconservation-relatepgapers
deliveredby studentsaandyoungprofessionalst two scientific
meetingsthe VI Congresd/enezolanale Ecolog’ain
November2005(two prizes),andthe First DIVERSITAS Open
ScienceConferenceén OaxacaMZxico,alsoin November2005
(two prizes).

Cristian Olivo Q.

AUSTRALASIA

HappyNew Yearto all andwelcometo the australsummer If
you havenGilreadysignedup for the AustralasiaSection,
pleasedo so! And if you havenGilreadysubscribedo Pacific
Conservation Biology, pleasedo soaswell!

Board of Directors

Therolesof boardmembersvererealignedat the recentBoard
of Directorsmeetingto accountfor turnoverin board
composition We currentlyhavetwo vacantpositions,President
ElectandstudentrepresentativeCurrentboardmembersare

CraigMorley, Presidentmorley_c@usp.ac.fj
KarenFirestone Secretary Treasurer
kfirestone@unsvedu.au
RobDavis,Programyob@graduate.uwa.edu.au
Nicola Nelson,CommunicationsiNicola.Nelson@vuvac.nz
BrendanMackey Policy, Brendan.Mackey@anu.edu.au
Andy Mack, Conservationamack@global.net.pg
RichardKingsford, Nomination/ Audit,
richard.kingsford@unswdu.au
Jean-Mardero,Education M.Hero@griffith.edu.au
Harry Recheyeditorof Pacific Conservation Biology,
hjrecher@pacific.net.au

Thanksto outgoingboardmembersRichardFrankhamand
MennaJonedor their valuableserviceto the Australasia
Section.The Sectionis currentlyrecruitingvolunteergo help
with the activitiesof its committeeslf you areinterestedn
participatingin any of theseefforts, pleasecontacttherelevant
committeechairdirectly.

Board of Directors Meeting

Thethird annualmeetingof the AustralasiarSectionboardwas
held at TarongaZoo, SydneyAustraliaon 16 November2005.
Discussiontopicsaredetailedbelow

2007Australasian Regional Conservation Biology Meeting.
The Sectionhasbegunplanningfor aninauguralregional
conferenceo be held at the University of New SouthWalesin
SydneyAustraliaduringthe southerrhemispheravinter. The
Sectionintendsto draw conservatiorbiologiststogether
regularlyata meetingin our regioneverythreeyearsA three
yearcyclewasdevisedn orderto minimize conflictswith the



internationalSCB meetingsheldin alternateyearsin North
Americaandotherregions.PleasecontactRichardKingsford,
RobDavis,or KarenFirestondf you areinterestecandableto
assistA planningmeetingwill takeplacein early February
2006.We arecurrentlysoliciting symposiuntopics.

The Futur e of Pacific Conservation Biology. Thelong-
standingeditor of Pacific Conservation Biology, Harry Rechey
will beretiring from his editorialdutiesin 2006.The Section
thanksandcongratulatesiarry for his sustainec&andunstinting
effortsasEditor, andthankslvor BeattyandSurreyBeattyand
Sonsfor the effort andpersonakupportdevotedio publishing
Pacific Conservation Biology to date.

The boarddiscussed numberof issuegelatedto the journal
includingthe new editorialteam,ISIS abstractingfunding for
administrativesupport,onlineaccesdo backissuesglectronic
submissiorandhandlingof manuscriptsandafive year
strategicplanto grow thejournal.

The Sectionis trying to gatherinformationaboutwhich
universitieswithin the regionsubscribeo thejournal.If your
universitydoesnot subscribgpleasecontactKarenFirestonelf
you area Sectionmembelin goodstandingandareinterested
in servingon the editorialboard,pleasecontactHarry Recher

Student Representative and Student Affairs

We currentlyarerecruitinga persorto fill
the StudentRepresentativpositionon
the Boardof Directors.The
responsibilitief this positionwill be
to coordinateandmaintainrecordsof
the Section€studentawardsand
developotherstudentrelatedmatters
aswell assupportSCB&Student
Affairs Committee ContactCraig
Morley for moreinformation.

The Sectionawardsstudentprizesat a

variety of venueseachyear The mostrecent

prize wasawardedat the EcologicalSocietyof
Australiameeting held 29 Novembe® 2 December

2005at the University of Queensland$t. Lucia, BrisbaneThe
bestconservatiorpaper asjudgedby the ESAcommittee was
presentedby Ph.D.studentSarinalLoo from the Schoolof
Biological Sciencesat MonashUniversity Sarinapresentedher
work on predictingthe spreadodf invasivespecieaising GARP
modelsandtime-seriedata.Sarinawill receiveatwo year
SCBmembershimnda subscriptiorto Conservation Biology.
Sarinaagreedo shareherthoughtson winning the award.

“Winning the SCB Australasia Section student prize for my
presentation has given me confidence in my work and my
scientific abilities. The positive feedback associated with the
award has inspired me and reinforced my desire to further
myself as a passionate ecologist. I look forward to being a
member of SCB and will thoroughly enjoy my Conservation
Biology subscription.

I am entering the last year of my Ph.D. and the recognition this
award has given me will assist my future endeavors.

Undertaking a Ph.D. has been a very tumultuous time in my
life. There have been many highs but often many more lows and
hair ripping experiences. I would be surprised if anyone
finishes a Ph.D. with a full head of hair! Winning the award
has been a definite highlight in my Ph.D. and one of the
memories that I will look back on fondly.

I came away from the ESA conference feeling uplifted that so
much good research is being done, be it with old or new
methods. The passion the speakers showed for their research
was inspiring and makes me confident that we can make a
positive difference in ecological management both now and in
the future.”

In 2006the Sectionwill supportstudentawardsat other
conferenceshroughoutheregion,includingthe Australasian
Wildlife Managemen&ociety New GuineaBiology
ConferenceNew ZealandEcologicalSociety and Genetics
Societyof Australia.

Upcoming Conferences

Veg Futures2006D The conferencen thefield. Hostedby
GreeningAustralia.AlburybWbdongaAustralia. 19D23March.
Seewww.greeningaustralia.grau/GA/NAT/TipsAndTools/
exchange/¥g+Futures/

AustralasiarBushfireConferenceBrisbane,
Queenslandjustralia.6D9June2006.
www.bushfire2006.com/

2006 ScientificMeetingof the
AustralianMammalSociety
University of Melbourne 3B5July.
Followedby a macropodsymposium
from 6B7July. ContactGraeme
Coulson,03 83444857,
gcoulson@unimelb.edu.au

Nationalenvironmentradeand
consumeexhibition. Sydney New South
Wales Australia.9D 1 June2006.
www.ecoshowcom.au

2006EcologyAcrossthe TasmanHeldin
partnershifbetweerthe EcologicalSocietyof Australia
andthe New ZealandEcologicalSociety The Victoria
University of Wellington,New Zealand 28 Augustb 1
Septembemvww.ecolsoc.ay.au/conferences.html

15th AustralianWeedsConferenceAdelaide,SouthAustralia,
24B28Septembemww.plevin.com.au/15%0/C2006

Karen Firestone

Viwa Restoration Project. Fiji

To helprestorethe biodiversityon Viwa Islandwe planto
eradicateseveralinvasivespecieqPacificrats,feral cats,and
feral dogsduring phaseoneandcanetoadsduring phasewo).
Theseeradicationsvould help protectthe endangeredtijian
groundfrog, whichis found on only four mongoose-freéslands
in Fiji (andasmallpopulationrecentlyrediscoverean Vanua
Levu). Thereis ampleevidencethaton otherislandsPacific



ratshavecontributedto the declineandextinctionof many
speciesMore than250,000canetoadsarebelievedto inhabit
Viwa, competingwith Fijian groundfrogsfor food andpreying
onjuvenilesandadults.

The accessibilityof Viwa Islandto Suvaandthe University of
the SouthPacific, coupledwith theisland®accessibléerrain
andsmallsize (60 ha), makesit anideallocationfor
communityeducatiorandresearchViwa alsohasthe potential
to becomean ecotourismdestinationandcould be established
asFijiG first community-baseterrestrialwildlife sanctuary
Therestoratiorprojectwill benefitthe peopleof Viwa by
providingemploymeni&andimprovingthe watersupplyand
healthstandards.

During thefirst phasewe will developthe appropriate
infrastructureandcapacityfor the final canetoaderadication.
Mammaleradication@reexpectedo be effectiveandcost-
efficient. Theywill helpdemonstrateradicatiortechniquedo
thevillagersandassistin determiningwhetherwe cansustain
aneradicatiorprojectaroundday-to-dayvillage life. This phase
alsowill removeany potentialinterferenceof rats,cats,and
dogsfrom the canetoaderadicationAn experimentahpproach
will betakenfor eradicatiorof canetoads.This will allow for
techniqueso be adaptedandrefinedasthe projectproceeds.

This projecthasbeenfundedthroughthe Critical Ecosystems
Partnershipg-undandtheAustralianRegionalNaturalHeritage
ProgrammeThe New ZealandinternationalAid and
Developmenfgencysupportedheinitiation anddevelopment
of the Viwa project.Technicalandlogistical assistancéasbeen

providedby the Cooperativdslandsinitiative basedat
AucklandUniversityin New Zealandandthe Departmenbf
Conservationn New Zealand.

The Viwa projectis partof alargerprogram the Pacific
Invasivesinitiative (www.issg.og/cii). The program&objective
is to reducenegativeimpactsof invasivespeciedy effectively
managinghe speciesat selecteddemonstratiomprojectsin
PacificlslandsCountriesandTerritories.The programalso
aimsto enhancepeople§livelihoodsin the Pacific.

A technicaladvisorycommitteeincludesexpertsfrom Fiji, New
ZealandandAustralia.We alsoconsultwith government
agenciesnongovernmentadrganizationsandthe peopleof
Viwa. JoapeKuruyawa,a studentat University of the South
Pacific, hasbeenemployedfull-time asthe on-sitemanageof
the program.Joapewvasthewinnerof the BP Conservation
Gold Awardin 2003for his team@work on the groundfrogson
Gau, Taveuni,Ovalau,andViwa.

Craig Morley

EUROPE

In October2005,the CommunicationsCommitteemetfor the
first time andidentifiedits missionandobjectives.Our mission
is to promoteandfacilitate communicatiorwithin andbeyond
the EuropeSection.Our objectivesareto

¥IncreasecommunicatiorbetweerSectioncommitteesandthe
Sectionmembership



¥Increasecommunicatiorwith SCB standingcommittees

¥Increasecommunicatiorwith the conservatiocommunity
throughoutEurope

¥Raisethe profile of SCBandthe Sectionin Europe

To helpachievetheseobjectivesthe committeeis seeking
enthusiasticSectionmembergwith or without communications
experience!}o join the committeeIf you areinterestecplease
contactlsabelSousaPinto (ispinto@cimaiorg). Oneof thefirst
tasksof this committeehasbeento revisethe Section®areaon
the SCBWebsite. Pleasevisit the site andsendyour comments
to europe@conservationbiologyg with the subjectline
OSectioMebsite.O

The Communication€€ommitteeis alsoworking to bring the
SCBmembershigexpertisedatabaséo the attentionof the
Europeammedia.Most Sectionmemberdavestatedin the
database¢hattheyarewilling to providecommento the media
in their areaof expertise Pleasevisit the SCBWebsite, log in,
andverify thatyour contactdetailsarecurrent.

In Novemberthe Sectionheldits annualelections Four
positionson the Boardof Directorswere

filled by secondermreappointmentand
newmembersMartin Dieterich

(Germany)a currentBoardmembey
waselectedasPresiden€tlect. Per
Sjsgren-Gulvg(Sweden)ndJavier
Bustamantevereelectedto second
terms,andBarbaral ivoreil (France)
joinedtheBoard.In addition,Martin
Dieterich®appointmentsPresidenElect

openeda seaton the Boardfor aoneyear

term; Geogia ValaoragGreece)waselectedto this
position.We congratulateall of thoseelectedandwelcomethe
new Boardmembers.

The BoardthanksLuigi Boitani, our first PresidentandJari
Niemela,whosetermsof office endedin Decembe005,for
their work on behalfof the Section.We look forwardto
continuingto work with themto furtherthe efforts of SCBin
Europe We alsothankall thosewho stoodfor, andvotedin,
this yeai® election.

In Decembethe Policy Committeemetanddiscussedssues
rangingfrom therole of SCBin the Europearpolicy arenaand
the efficacy of the committee€previousactions(Bialowieza
Resolutionandfollow-up, Biodiversity Resolutionandso

forth) to the expulsionof inactivecommitteemembersThe
committeealsoidentifiedfive key areador future efforts: agri-
environmentalssuesconservatiorandglobal change,
implementatiorof NATURA2000,incentivedinking academics
to application,andmisuseof conservatioriunding.

To maintainits high level of activity in 2006,the Policy
Committeeseeksnewandenthusiastienembersif you are
interesteccontactMartin Dieterich(dieterim@fh-
nuertingen.de).

As we moveforward underthe leadershipf our new President,
Andrew Pullin, the highlight of our programof activitiesfor
2006will bethe EuropearCongres®f ConservatiorBiology

in Eger Hungary(22b26August). The deadlinefor early

discountregistrationis 30 April. Visit the congresdVebsite,
www.eccb2006.a, for furtherdetails.

As always,the BoardencourageSectionmemberdo play an
activerole in the Section.Pleasesendyour questionor
commentdo the Boardat europe@conservationbiologyg

Owen Nevin

AORTH AMERICA

By thetime you readthis newslettermemberof the North
AmericaSectionwill havereceivedanemailannouncement
regardingthe currentelectionsfor the Sectionboard.This
newsletteicolumnsimply re-emphasizethe importanceof
voting. The boardis extremelyactiveon a numberof frontsthat
areimportantto conservatiorbiologistsandfor conservationn
North America.In particular we areengagedn trying to bring
the bestavailableconservatiorscienceup front andcenterin a
numberof the relevantandmajorlegislativediscussiongjoing
on now in WashingtonD.C. We arealsoworking to developa
modelfor North AmericaSectionmeetingsthefirst of whichis
beingplannedfor 2007.In principle,thesetopicsaffectall
membersf the North AmericaSection;therefore the identity
of the peoplewho areengagedn implementatiorof Section
activitiesoughtto be a matterof importanceto all
membersof the Section.

You areelectingthreepeopleto board
positionswith three-yeaterms.You alsoare
electinga Presiden€&lect,who will servein that
capacityfor two yearsandthenassumehe
presidencyfor two years.Theballot canbe accessed
by logginginto your memberaccounton the SCBWeb site
(www.conbio.og).

Makeyour voice heard.Vote.

Steve Trombulak

FRESHWATER WORKING GROUP

Interim Board of Directots

Therearenow morethan500 memberf the Freshwater
Working Group.Tenmemberdrom five SCB Sectionshave
volunteeredo serveon aninterim Boardof Directorsuntil a
Boardis electedaterthis year

RobinAbell, World Wildlife Fund,United States

Martin Dieterich,Institutefor Landscapé=cologyandNature
ConservationiGermany

Mary Khoury, The NatureConservancyUnited States

MordecaiOgadaNairobi, Kenya

Emily Schilling, University of Maine, United States

Trey SimmonsUtah StateUniversity, United States

JanetStein,AustralianNationalUniversity

Michele Thieme ,World Wildlife Fund,United States

Ken Vance-BorlandDregonStateUniversity, United States

XianfengZhang,Instituteof Hydrobiology China

Thanksto all for servingandto SCB ExecutiveAssistant
HeathemDeCaluwefor guidance Theinterim boardwill work



on tasksleadingto electionof aregularboard,including
formulationof bylaws,submissiorof bylawsto Working Group
memberdor ratification, solicitationof nominationgor the
regularboard,andconductingboardelections Our goalis to
havethe electedboardin placefor the Working Group
members@eetingduring SCB&2006meeting.

Annval Meeting Symporia

Working Groupmemberdelpedto organizethreesuccessful
symposiumproposaldor the 2006annualmeeting.Jennifer
Molnar, MordecaiOgadaandCarmenRevengarganized
Freshwater Invasive Species: A Double-Edged Sword. David
Allan workedwith Mark Brown, Elise Granek,andElizabeth
Madin on The Role of Recreational Fishers in Conservation
and Management: Lessons from Freshwater Systems for Marine
Practitioners. KenVance-Borlandvorkedwith Norm Sloanof
the Marine Sectionon A New Conservation Continuum:
Connecting Land and Sea. Learnmoreaboutthesesymposiaat
the meetingWeb site, andpleaseplanto attendthem.

Ken Vance-Borland

SOCIAL SCIENCE WORKING GROUP

Anthropology and Prychology
Representatives Elected

The Social SciencéNorking Group
boardis pleasedo announceheresults
of the specialelectionfor the previously
unfilled positionsof anthropology
representativandpsychology
representativeDianeRussell,an
anthropologistvith USAID, andCarol
Saundersa psychologistwith the
Brookfield Zoo, wereelectedto serveon
the Board.Congratulationgndwelcome!

Tool Kit for Graduate Students

The StudentAffairs Committeeis

developingatool kit for graduatestudents

interestedn cross-disciplinary
conservatiomesearchUltimately this will
includetechniquedor integratingsocialand
naturalsciencesnto cohesiveprojectdesign,

cultivating partnershipsn multiple academiaepartments,
locatingfunding for multidisciplinaryprojects,andpublishing
theresults.

We areseekinginput from studentsaandgraduatesvho have
workedin boththe naturalandsocialsciencedo ascertairwhat
strategiehaveworkedandhow the Working Groupcan
facilitate researchdiscussionsvith conservatiorpractitioners
from awide variety of backgroundswe would like to be able
to presenta preliminarydraft of this tool kit atthe 2006annual
meeting,sopleasecontactusbeforel May. For more
informationcontactJoshDrew; StudentAffairs Committee
Chair, atjdrew@bu.edwor (508) 289-7661.

2006 Smith Conservation Fellows

The Society for Conservation Biology and the
Smith Fellows Program are proud to announce the
recipients of the 2006 David H. Smith
Conservation Research Fellowship: Myra
Finkelstein, Robert McDonald, Tania Schoennagel,
and Katherine Smith.

Finkelstein will be based at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, USA, where she will
concentrate on the project “Understanding the
effects of interacting threats on the survival of
long-lived species.”

McDonald will be based at Harvard University,
USA, where he will conduct the project
“Urbanization and conservation priority setting:
scaling from global patterns to local processes.”

Schoennagel will examine “Fire risk and forest
restoration in the wildland-urban interface of the
Colorado Front Range” at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, USA.

Smith will be based at the University of Georgia,
where she will complete the project “Forecasting
infectious disease emergence resulting from the
global trade in wildlife.”

These four scientists were selected from a pool of
80 highly qualified applicants who proposed
sponsorship by 46 different academic institutions
and diverse mentor institutions, including many
conservation NGOs as well as federal and state
government agencies.

The David H. Smith Conservation Research
Fellowship Program seeks to develop future world
leaders and entrepreneurs who are successful at
linking conservation science research and
application. These fellowships provide two-year
postdoctoral support to outstanding early-career
scientists from anywhere in the world based at a
United States institution doing research focused
on conservation as it is practiced in the United
States. For more information please visit the
Smith Fellows Web site, www.smithfellows.org.

/Societyfar Conservation Biology Newsletter is published A
quarterly To submitmaterialsor requesipermissiorto reprint
articlescontactthe Editor: Erica FleishmanCenterfor
ConservatiorBiology, Departmenbf Biological Sciences,
StanfordUniversity, Stanford,CA 94305-50200SA, (650)
725-9914FAX (650) 723-5920 efleish@stanford.edu.
Decisionsconcerningpublicationrestwith the Editor.

\© Societyfor ConservatiorBiology 2006




SOCIETYFORCONSER/ATION BIOLOGY ELECTION2006

You may cast your vote using the attached ballot sheet, which can be remo ved and mailed without an
envelope. Or, starting 1 Februar y 2006, you may cast your vote online at www .Conser vationBiology .org.
In these statements , candidates were asked to focus on their objectiv es for and history with SCB.
Short versions of their curricula vitae are availa ble on the Web site. Votes must be receiv ed by 15 March 2006.

BOTANICAL OR ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN, PUBLIC
AQUARIUM, OR NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Amy Camacho

As thedirectorof Africam Safari(Mexico), oneof my priorities
hasbeento usemy influencewith Latin Americanzoosto
promotetheimportanceof in situ conservatiorprograms.
Africam andits accompanyindpotanicalgardenhavesetthe
standardn Mexico andLatin Americawith its examplef ex
situ andin situ conservatiorprojects.| amformerPresidenand
currentConservatiorDirector of the MexicanZoo Association,
wherel striveto impartuponMexicanzoostheimportanceof
participationin conservationandto aid theseinstitutionsin
reachingtheir full conservatiorpotential.l alsohaveservedas
Presidentf the Latin AmericanZoo Associationandl am
working asVice Presidentl amtheregionalconveneffor the
ConservatiorBreedingSpecialistGroup (IUCN) Mexico,
which workswith governmenaindnon-government
organizationgo organizeworkshopgo developscientifically
basednanagemenplansfor endangeredpeciesand
ecosystemd. havefacilitatedconservatiorworkshopsaround
theworld. | amflatteredby this nomination,andif elected
would do all in my powerto bridgethe gapl feel laysbetween
Latin Americaandtherestof theworld, andto makein situ and
ex situ conservatiora sharedglobal effort.

Stuart Strahl

As President CEO of ChicagoZoologicalSociety | oversee
regionalandinternationalprogramsn appliedconservation,
educationandprofessionatrainingaswell asthe operationsf
aleadingzoologicalinstitutionin conservationthe Brookfield
Z00. My careelincludesinternationaffield research
(1984b1989anddirectingthe Latin AmericanPrograms
(1989D1992for the Wildlife ConservatiorSociety community-
basedenvironmentakducatioron the ChesapeakBay
(1992b1995)ndscience-basepublic policy in development
of the Comprehensiv&vegladesRestoratiorPlanfrom
1996D2002sVice Presidentf the NationalAudubonSociety
andCEO of Audubonof Florida.l amafoundingLife Member
of SCB (1986)andhaveservedasthe foundingchair of the
SSC/ IUCN CracidaeSpecialistGroup(1988b2000andon
variousappointeccommissionsandvolunteerboards| have
taughtconservatiorsciencan severalLatin Americancountries
andin the United Statesandfocusedthroughoutmy careeron
the developmenbf youngprofessionalendapplicationof
scienceandfield researctio conservatioraction.If electedto
the board,my backgroundcandfundraisingskills would help
SCBdevelopmoreeffectiveinternationalpresencegnhance
training opportunitiedor professionaleanddecision-makerm
less-developedountriesandstrengtherthe meansy which
we engagezoosandaquariumsn field conservation.

UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE

Mark Schwartz

| aminterestedn servingon the boardfor threespecific
reasonsFirst,| amconcernedboutthe stateof publicationsin
conservationRejectionrateshavebecomevery high (>70%)in
eachof thetop conservatiorjournals,indicative of healthy
growthin conservatiorscience The SCB must,andis, takinga
leadershigrole in strategicallyexpandingpublication
opportunitiesfor conservatiorscientistsThis includescreating
publicationsfor policymakersAs a formereditor of Biological
Conservation, | would like to helpin this endeavarSecondas
aplantecologistl amconcernedboutunderrepresentethxa
in conservationThe majority of conservatiorresourcesre
focusedon ecosystenandvertebrateconservationl believe
thatSCBcanbeintegralin promotingeffectiveconservation
strategiessuchasvolunteerisnprogramsfor consistently
under-fundedaxa(e.g.,endangereglantsandinsects).l would
like to work with SCB on this problem.Finally, recentstudies
havedemonstratetheimportanceof leveragingconservation
scienceo helpdeveloppublic supportfor conservation.
Although historicallyinterdisciplinary | believethatSCB can
fostergreatetdinkagesbetweerbiologistsandsocialscientists,
andfosterstrongerintegrationof conservatiorpolicy into the
broaderealmof environmentapolicy.

Javier Simonetti

SCBis engagedn excitingnew commitmentghataim to
expandtheimpactof conservatiorsciencewvorldwide.As
University/ CollegeRepresentativewill work to strengthen
suchSCB activities, particularlythoserelatedto conservation
educatiorandinternationalizationMy involvementin the
AustralandNeotropicalAmericaSectionof SCBhas
familiarizedmewith whatandhow SCB canoffer regarding
capacitybuilding, particularlyin developingcountriesto
effectively supportour future conservatiorscientistsand
practitionersl am Professomat Universidadde Chile with more
than20 yearsof experiencen researchandteaching My
researctiocuseson the effectsof subsistencandresourcaise
by humanpopulationson the structureanddynamicsof Latin
Americabiological diversity, especiallyplant-animal
interactionsln addition,l teachandtrain youngLatin
Americanresearcherandnetworkthemwith the goal of
fosteringhumanandlogistic resourcegndleveragingthose
resourceso improvetheresearchandpracticeof conservation.
| hopeto contributethis experienceo SCB.| alsoplanto
contributemy experienceon severalgoverningboardssuchas
the ChileanSocietyof Ecology the ChileanCommitteefor
Biological Diversity, andthe ExecutiveCommitteeof the Latin
AmericanBotanicalNetworkto promotethe ongoing
internationalizatiorof SCB.



SOCIETYFORCONSER/ATION BIOLOGY ELECTIONBALLOT 2006

Please indicate your choices by marking an “X” next to the appropriate names.
Statements provided by the candidates are attached (page 8). Short curricula vitae are posted on SCB’s Web site.

Starting 1 February 2006, you may cast your votes online at www.ConservationBiology.org

BOARD OF GOVERNORS. Vote for one (1) candidate in each category.

BOTANICAL GARDEN, ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN, PUBLIC AQUARIUM, OR NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Amy Camacho
______ Stuart Strahl

UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE

__ Mark Schwartz
Javier Simonetti

member number (printed on the newsletter mailing label) or name
We ask you to provide your number or name to guarantee that each member casts only one ballot.
Ballots are strictly confidential.

To allow sufficient time for processing, ballots must be received by 15 March 2006

Return your ballot to
Paul Beier
NAU Box 15018
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018, USA

Please note: This ballot sheet may be removed, folded, and mailed without an envelope.
Only ballots on original newsletter paper will be counted.



Paul Beier

NAU Box 15018
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5018
USA

postage




Perspectives on economic growth and the growth of SCB

Koper, from page 1

Maybethe coststo conservatiorof ceasinggrowth of SCBare
too high. But we arearrogantf we think our own objectives
areworthy of growth,while the objectivesof other
organizationsaarenot. Perhap®ur goalsarea perfectexample
of why promotinga steadystateeconomyis doomedto failure
beforeit begins.

Literatur e Cited
Berkes,F, D. FeenyB.J.McCay, andJ.M Acheson.1989.
Nature340:91.

Nicola Koper

Natural Resources Institute

University of Manitoba

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2, Canada
koper @cc.umanitoba.ca

Koper response , from page 1

increasingheirimpacton the naturalworld. But in theworld at
large todayeconomicgrowthandmaterialgrowth arevirtually
equalto the pointat which, in the developedvorld at least,
materialgrowthis a major sourceof the biological
impoverishmengagainstwhich conservatiorbiologistsfight.

SCBenvisionsandworks towardO[ajworld wherepeople
understandyalue,andconservehe diversity of life on Earth.O
DoesSCB needto commandmorematerialresource$o
achievethatvision?Giventhe socialinertiaarrayedagainst
conservationye believethe answeris yes.A stronger
membershipase moreknowledge andgreatercapacityto
influencepolicy meangdoing researchflying to meetings,
publishingdocumentsandmuchelse.Growing our Board
Designatedrkeservewhichis largely composedf securities,
will helpusdothat.

DoesthatmakeSCB hypocritical?Certainlymuchof whatwe
doinvolvesthe useof materialresourcegndmoreof them
overtime. This cancontributeto overallmaterialgrowthand
humanimpactunlessgrowthis curtailedin othersectorsof the
economye.g.fewersportutility vehiclesproducedanddriven.
Probablyoneof the mosttroubling problemsfor the
conservatiorcommunityis its dependencen gifts from
individualsandfoundationsAlmost invariably the magnitude
of giving depend®n how well individualsaredoing

financially, whichin turn depend®n materialeconomic
growth. Whenthe economyis doing poorlyNand this often
meandessdestructiorof natureNgiving to conservatioris
downandnongovernmentadrganizationgando less.When
theeconomyis expandingandgiving is high, conservationsists
areableto do more,butthereis arealquestiorwhetherthey
achievemorewith thatextramoneythanthe economydestroys.
This contradictiondoespresenia seriousproblem.But virtually
everyeffort to changepolicy andsocietyhasconfronteda
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similar contradictionhow to operateeffectivelyin the existing
world (andembracesomeof its tools) while embodyingand
bringingto birth the vision of a newworld.

Doesthis meanSCB cangrow its resourcesvithout reflection?
No. Self-restraintasKoper suggestsis important.SCB, for
examplejs encouragingnembergo receiveConservation
Biology andthe Newsletter in electronicformat. Hardly impact
free,butanimprovementSelf-restrainthowever is
inadequateDecisionsto choosea smallcarovera sportutility
vehicleareimportant,but they areno substitutefor a society
endingits subsidiedor carsandinvestingin lower impact
transportatiorsystemsor makingtravellessnecessaryUnless
thosesocialchangesaremadethe choicesof individualsare
sharplyconstrained.

Therealcrux of Koper® argumenseemsdo bethe notionthat
Owearearrogantf we think our own objectivesareworthy of
growth [let@ assumematerialgrowth], while the objectivesof
otherorganizationsarenot.OT his is nasveat bestandfails to
graspthatasa speciedor which muchbehavioris not
hardwired we mustmakechoicesIndividualsandsocietiesdo
andmustestablishprioritiesandhold somethingsto be more
valuablethanothers.Is it arrogantto believethatinvestingin
conservingnatureis no worthierthaninvestingin gas-guzzling
vehicles?Thatinvestingin healthcareis the sameasinvesting
in anarmyto protectoil suppliesthe useof which contributes
to climatechange?o returnto Lincoln, is it arrogantto favor
theinterestof the slavein freedomovertheinterestsof the
slaveownerin his OpropertyQRertainlypartof the belief
systemof conservationistss thatthereis anoverridingvalueto
the survival of speciesandecosystemdavany of usbelievethat
embodyingthosevaluesin collectivepoliciesis the only way to
achieveSCB®yvision. Thatcertainlymeanssomepersonal
interestsarefavoredover others.Thatis preciselywhat political
decisionsareall aboutNvaluingsomethingsoverothers.ls it
worth spendingmaterialresourcesén trying to achievethose
goals,includingthereductionof materialgrowth overall?We
believeso.Doesit requireusto engagen critical self-reflection
aboutour choicesandaspireto lessdestructiorof naturein the
nameof SCB&growthto supportconservationAbsolutely and
we believethat SCB®leadershigs constantlyengagedn such
deliberationsandactions.Whatis truly arrogants the plunder
of the Earthandthe destructiorof living systemgo makeway
for morepeopleandmorecommodities.

David Johns, Treasurer, SCB

Steve Trombulak, President, North America Section
Robert Dietz, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

William Bridgeland, Northern Arizona University, USA



Steady%Ready or Not
A response to Dietz and
Bridgeland

The editorial by Dietz andBridgelandis
to becommendedf it is meantto bea
lightning rod for academidhrustand
parry But | seelittle thatthe essaywill
bring to reallife solutions.Thisis
because

1. The steadystateeconomyis an
interestingbut still untesteddea.| first
heardabouttheideafrom thework of
HermanDaly manyyearsago,but all the
economie®f theworld arestill grounded
in the classicconceptof growth.
Moreover a steadystateeconomyhasnot
beenadoptedn anyglobalforum or
agreemensuchasthe World Summiton
Sustainabl®evelopmentthe
Millennium Developmentoal,or the
World TradeOrganizationroundsor in
multilateralenvironmeniagreementsuch
asthe Conventionon Biological Diversity
andFrameworkConventionon Climate
Change.

2. The United Statesneedso reduceits
hugeappetiteandbecomea model.
Developingcountriesareresentfulof the
callsto curbgrowthwhile thatof the
United Statescontinuesunabated.

3. Events,notablyglobalizationand
climatechangehaveovertakerthe
steadystatethinkers.Subsidiesnon-tarif
tradebarriers,andthe endingof
preferentiatradeagreementsakeit
impossiblefor manydevelopingcountries
to competdairly. As for climatechange,
newresearclshowsthatevenif the
United StatesChina,andIndia do sign
the Kyoto Protocol,globalwarmingis
hereto stay

4. Thestruggleto lift millions of people
out of povertycannotbe achievedby
turning developingworld economiegnto
steadystateeconomiesgespitethe caveat
Dietz andBridgelandproposeAnd it is
nasveto believethatany of the 500
richestpeoplewhosetotal annualincome
is morethanthatof the 416 million
poorestwould agreeto a redistributionof
his or herwealth.

5. ThelatestHumanDevelopmenReport
lays out the sheemagnitudeof this
tragedyin mind-numbingfigures.

6. | would think thatalthoughbiologists
from developingcountrieswould agree
with the problemsoutlined,few would
subscribeo the solutionproposedWith
all duerespecto Dietz andBridgeland,
not manyof theseprofessionalgan
accesshekindsof resourcesnd
materialsthe authorsprobablytakefor
granted.Theystill strugglewith dial-up
internetconnectionsif they haveinternet
accesatall; cannotafford or do nothave
foreigncurrencyto payfor subscriptions
to scientificjournalsor membershipsf
the professionakocietieDietz and
Bridgelandmention;andcannotleverage
thekinds of grantsto which Dietz and
BridgelandhaveaccessThey don®want
to hearabouta pie in the sky becausghey
arealreadyin somekind of steadyor
decliningstatetheywantto exit.

The environmentatrisiswe facetoday as
emphasizedby thework of the
IntergovernmentaPanelon Climate
Changeandthe Millennium Ecosystem
Assessmentequiresout of the box
thinking, innovativesolutions,and
sometimesisk-takingapplicationgo
reconcilethe economyandecologyin a
realisticmannerBut theemphasishould
be onreconciliationandrealism.We
shouldbe working with governmentsnd
the privatesectorto build long term
partnershipgor capitalinvestmentsn
ecosystenprotection restorationand
mitigationandavoidanceof damage,
removalof pervasivesubsidiesandother
barriers,developmenbf new
environmentatechnologiesandpractices,
andcreationof new Oenvironmental
markets.(Qhetime is right becausenany
businesdeadersow recognizethat
environmentallyrelatedproblemsand
disasterareresultingin hugeoutlays,
lack of shareholdeconfidenceand
massivanvestmentisks.

Nirmal Shah

Chief Executive, Nature Seychelles

The Centre for Environment and
Education

Mahe, Republic of Seychelles

nature @seychelles.net

www.natureseychelles.org

Make your voice heard ° VOTE - see page 8
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In responseto Shah% not SCB%ho?

We appreciateshah€thoughtfulcommentsn our editorial,

andthe opportunityto offer an OacademiparryCio his Othrust.O

Shahoffersno agumentagainstour primary point thatthereis
afundamentatonflict betweereconomiogrowthand
biodiversityconservationandindeedseemdo agree His
disputeis with our assertiorthat,giventhis conflict andthe
presumedlesireof SCB membergo find its resolutionwe
(SCB)needto addreseconomicgrowth by offering a positive,
sustainablalternative g.g.the steadystateeconomy(SSE).
Shahdoesnot provideanalternativevision, but stateghata
solutionOrequiresut of the box thinking, innovativesolutions,
andsometimegsisk-takingapplicationgo reconcilethe
economyandecologyin arealisticmanneiOWe believethat
settingthe ultimategoal of a SSEmeetsthoserequirements.
Anything shortof steadystatewill represent

a perniciouserosionof the natural
capitalthatcompriseswildlife habitats

andsupportghe economyandis,

therefore neithersustainableor

realistic. Shah§lamentthat

the SSEis Ountestedahd

hasnot beenadopted

by anyglobalpolicy

groupis no reasorto rejectthe conceptwhich is modeledafter
our scientificunderstandingf how large ecosystemgunction.
It wasnOlbng ago,in the broadsweepof history, that capitalist
democracywasanuntestechotion of political philosophers.

Shahoutlinessomeof the substantiapolitical obstacleghat
will needto be overcometo establisha SSE.We acknowledge
theseobstaclesFor example we wholeheartedhagreethatthe
United Statesneedgo bethefirst to takeresponsibilityfor its
profligacy However we do not agreethat Oglobalizatiomand
climatechangehaveovertakerthe steadystatethinkers.O
Instead thesephenomenancreasehe urgencyof implementing
achangeof course As HermanDaly andJoshud-arleypoint
outin theirtextbook,Ecological Economics, we mustdevelop
policiesin the contextof currentsocial,legal,andeconomic
frameworks Givenour context,it will be quitea challengeo
breakthroughsomeof theseobstaclege.g.unfairincome
distribution),andit will not happerovernight.We do believe,
however thatwe candeveloppoliciesthatwill leadustoward
aneconomycharacterizetby sustainablescale just distribution
of wealth,efficient allocationof resourcesandmaximal
allowanceof personathoice.

We think oneelementof along-termstrategyto replacethe
economicgrowth paradigmwith a SSEis to lend credibility
andgravitasto the SSEconceptby obtainingthe endorsement
of suchreputablescientific societiesasSCB. We therefore
implorethe memberof SCBto embraceandpromulgatethe
principlesof sustainabilityandthe vision of a SSE.With this
consensuajoalin mind, we canthenproductivelydebatethe
competingideasof how to bestachievethe goal.

Robert Dietz and William Bridgeland
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Award Nominations

Call for 2007

Edward T LaRoe Ill Memor ial Award

The EdwardT. LaRoelll MemorialAwardis givenannuallyto
anindividual with a distinguishedecordof researcland
outstandingapplicationof scienceto the conservatiorof our
biologicalresourcesTheintentionof the awardis to recognize
theinnovativeapplicationof scienceto resourcenanagement
andpolicy. Althoughall scientistsareeligible for the award,
becausef EdwardLaRoe€distinguishectareerasa public
servantpreferencas givento employee®f governmental
resourcemanagemeragencie®r scienceagencies.

Pastrecipientsof the LaRoeAward are

2005 DanielPauly
2004  JerryFranklin
2003 Stepherschneider
2002 JohnLawton

2001 RobertPressey
2000 Phil Pister

1999 ChandlerRobbins
1998 J.MichaelScott
1997 BarryNoon

The 2006 LaRoeAwardrecipientis StuartPimm.

Pleasesendnominationgor the 2007 LaRoeAwardto J.
Michael Scott,Departmenof FishandWildlife, P.O. Box 44-
1141,Room103, University of Idaho,Moscow ID 83844-
1141,USA, mscott@uidaho.ed{with copiesto Sarah
Martinez,sarahm@uidaho.edu)llominationsshouldbein the
form of a nominatingletterwith anaccompanyingesumeof
thenominee Multiple lettersof supportfor nomineesare
encouragedNominationsmustbereceivedby 1 October 2006

Distinguished Service Awards

SCBannuallypresentawardsfor distinguishedservicein the
field of conservatiorbiology. For 2007,SCBis soliciting
nominationgrom its membersandotherconservation
professionalsAimongthe categorie®ligible for awardsare
Academia
Government
Outsideacademiaandgovernment
Social,economicandpolitical work
Educationandjournalism

Nominationsfor individualsor institutions,includinga
nominationform anda minimum of two supportingetters,
mustbereceivedby 1 October 2006 Theform is availableat
http://conbio.og/SCB/Activities/Avards/.Lettersandform
mustbe submittedasa singledocumenin Word. Separate
letterswill notbe acceptedPleasesendnominationgo
Saterson.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gibthe nominatordoesnot
haveinternetaccesscontactKathryn SatersonlJ.S.
EnvironmentaProtectionAgency 109 TW AlexanderDrive,
MC: B305-02,ResearcfrianglePark,NC 27711, USA, 1 919
541-2535.



"##$ ANNUAL MEETING ¥ "&P"

June%san Jose%california%dJSA

Information on registration% program% and accommodations

The 20thannualmeetingof
the Societyfor
ConservatiorBiology,
Conservation Without
Borders, will beheld24D28
June2006in SanJose,
California, USA.

Theearlyregistration
deadlineis 17 March.
Regularratesapplyuntil 14
May, with laterates
thereafterAfter 9 June,
individualsmustregisteron
site. Presentin@uthors
(oralandposter)must
registerby 17 March.
Pleasaegisteronline at
www.ConservationBiologprg/2006.If you do not have
internetaccesspleasecontact2006 @ conbio.ordor
instructionson registration.

Fees.Theregistrationfeeincludesadmissiorto all plenary
concurrentandpostersessionstefreshmenbreaksreceptions,
andSCB membemeetingsOne-dayregistrationis availablein
advanceor on site. Informationabouttravel,accommodations,
andspecialeventsis availableat www.ConservationBiology
org/2006.All costsarein U.S.dollars.

TRAVEL AGENT

AmericanExpressTravel Serviceswill serveasthe preferred
agentfor the 2006 meeting.Booking with AmericanExpress
enablesSCBto receivetravelvoucherghatwill beusedto
supporttravel by memberdrom countriesnot definedashigh
income A servicefee may be chargedDetailswill beavailable
on the meetingWeb site soon.

SYMPOSIA

The SteeringCommitteereceived’6 proposaldor symposia
and?29 proposaldor workshopsandorganizeddiscussionsThe
following symposiaworkshopsandorganizeddiscussionsvill
be presentedn SanJose Completedescriptionsaandabstracts
areavailableat the meetingWeb site.

A newconservatiorcontinuum:connectindandandsea
Advocacyin conservatiorscience
Connectivityandreservedesign:incorporatingandscapeand
populationconnectivityinto conservatiorplanningfor
changingandscapeandseascapes
Conservatioralongthe United StatesDMZxicborder:bi-
nationalsolutionsfor our sharedoroblems
Conservationn a changingclimate
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Conservatiowithout dottedlines: donorengagementith
conservation

Ecologicalrestorationin a changingworld: casestudiesfrom
California

Freshwateivasivespeciesa double-edgedword?

Frompolitical enmityto ecologicalcooperationthe Israeli-
Jordaniarexperience

Integrativeconservatiomproblemsolving: the policy sciencess
atool to bridgethe naturalandsocialsciences

Managementor spatialandtemporalcomplexityin ocean
ecosystemg the 21stcentury

New, market-basedtrategiegor marineconservation

Policy andmanagemenmplicationsof large-scale,
interdisciplinarystudiesof the CaliforniaCurrentlarge
marineecosystem

RegionalHabitatConservatiorPlans:the Californiaexperience

Scalingup theassessmemf bycatch:regionalto global
impactsof fisherieson seabirdsmammalsandturtles

The greatmigrations:conservingmigratoryungulatesn a
transboundargontext

The quadrupledaceof biodiversityconservationn Africa

Therole of recreationafishersin conservatiorand
managementessondrom freshwateisystemdor marine
practitioners

WORKSHOPS

Bridging the divide: how land useplannersandconservation
biologistsjoin forcesto achieveresourceprotectionin
California

CanTransboundariNaturalResourceManagemen(TBNRM)
contributeto enhanceonservatiorobjectivesandaddress
povertyalleviationissuesn borderregion?A casestudyof
theVirungabBwindTBNRM

Capacity-buildingor SCB chaptersn the 21stcentury

Conservationools andtips from psychology

Developinga frameworkfor building individual and
institutionalcapacityfor conservation

Disastevulnerabilityandenvironmentathangeengaging
conservatiorscience

How do we know it@ working? Stateof the art program
evaluationfor conservatiorscienceandpolicy

Humandemographichangeandbiodiversityconservation:
impactsandopportunitiesor the conservatiorsector

Knowledge,uncertaintiesandresearcimeedsn evaluatingthe
role of pesticidesn amphibianpopulationdeclinesin
Californiaandglobally

Merging art andsciencefor appliedconservatioriools: an
overviewof interdisciplinaryprogramsandprofessional
applications

Satellitetelemetryof marinemegavertebrateshe comingof
ageof anexperimentakcience



ORGANIZED DIsCUssIONs

Applying for academigobs at undegraduatdeaching
institutions

Breachingeducationabordersteachingconservatiorbiology
to non-majors

Leadingacrosshorders:a dialogueon conservatiorscience
leadership

Marine biological valuation:a first steptowardsmarine
conservatioractions

Usingevolutionaryhotspotgo identify importantareagor
conservatiorin California

SHORT COURSES

Pleaseaegisterfor thesecourseaisingthe onlineregistration
systemAll courseswill be heldon Saturday24 June Each
personmay registerfor onecourse Thetuition feeis $50.
Severaladditionalcoursegnaybelistedin February

Economictools for conservation

Instructors:JohnReid (ConservatiorStrategyFund,P.O. Box
606, Philo, CA 95466,USA) & NejemRaheemMSC 05 3060,
University of New Mexico, AlbuguerqueNM 87131,USA)

We will beginwith a brief introductionof therole of economics
in protectingnature An interactivemarketsimulationwill
follow to introducemicroeconomicheory Participantswill
learnhow marketsfunctionandhow they oftenfail to capture
environmental/alues Afternoonsessionsvill coverbasic
naturalresourceeconomicsandhow the time valueof money
affectsnaturalresourceexploitation.The daywill closewith an
explorationof the potentialandlimitations of usingvaluation
techniquedo incorporatesnvironmentafjoodsandservices
into economicanalysesOpportunitiesandlimitations of
market-basedonservatiorsolutionsalsowill beexplored.

Participantswill leavethe coursewith a betterunderstandingf
economicconceptsandopportunitiefor incorporatingthese
approachegto their work. Participantawill learnaspectof
¥Microeconomictheory
¥Thefailure of marketsto incorporateenvironmental/alues
¥Naturalresourceandenvironmentakconomics
¥Potentialof environmentamarkets
¥Practicalapplicationsof economicdo conservation

How to catalyzeand carry out successfucommunity
conservationprojects

Instructors:RobertHorwich, CommunityConservation50542
OneQuietLane,GaysMills, WI 54631,USA) & Scott
Bernstein(Land Resource®rogram GaylordNelsoninstitute
for EnvironmentalStudies 550N. ParkSt., 70 ScienceHall,
Madison,WI 53706,USA)

The courseincludessix lecturesintersperseavith discussion
andhands-oractivities.First, the coursewill introduce
participantgo projectscarriedout overthe past21 yearsin

nine countries. Secondjt will discusgenphasesn catalyzinga
communityconservatiorprojectfrom initiation to termination
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of the catalyzingagentérole. Next, a methodfor project
evaluationwith 27 benchmarkssimportantobjectivesfor a
successfutommunityconservatiorprojectwill bediscussedA
fourthtopic will contrastmajordifferencedetweersmall-scale
communityconservatiorprojectsandlargeintegrated
conservatioranddevelopmenprojects.Contrastinghe two

will directparticipantdowardphilosophiesandconceptghat
will leadto betterprobability of successExamplesdrom
Belize,the United StatesandIndiawill point out how small
projectsworking at the communitylevel caneffectregional
changefrom the bottomup. Finally, the coursewill discuss
typesof trainingneededor communitygroupsto manageheir
own conservatiorprojects.The courseis for anaudiencawith
experiencer interestin working with communityconservation
projectswho wantto makea differenceusingtheir conservation
biology knowledgeasactiveconservationistdt will provide
rudimentsfor howto initiate, carry out, monitor, andterminate
one®role in a successfutommunityconservatiorproject.

Restoration genetics:applying population geneticsto plant
restoration projects at local and regionallevels

Instructors:DeborahRogersandPatrickMcGuire (Genetic
Resource€onservatiorProgram University of California,
Davis,CA 95626,USA) & Kevin Rice (Departmenbf Plant
SciencesUniversity of California, Davis,CA 95626,USA)

Restoratiorgeneticds basedon principlesof population
geneticsandprovidesguidancefor restoratiorof once-natural
aready consideringhe ecology geneticdiversity, and
dynamicsof the nativespeciesThe spatialscalesandcontexts
for geneticrestorationvary from smallurbanparksthatmay
impactnearbynaturalareago large naturalareasvhere
restoratiormay be neededaftera majoror long-term
disturbanceParticipantswill beintroducedto geneticprinciples
relevantto restorationapplicationof principlesto restoration
decisionguseof genetictools,appropriaténterpretatiorof
geneticinformation,inclusionof availableinformation
resourceshow to work with suitableproxiesin the absencef
geneticinformation,andconsideratiorof risks); andresources
availablefor decision-suppolin geneticrestorationintended
for thoseinvolvedin decisionsdirectmanagementr actual
practiceof restorationin naturalareasNo backgroundn
geneticds requiredfor this course.

Topicswill include

¥Importanceof geneticdiversity andintegrity in restoration
decisions

¥How geneticerosion,maladaptationand hybridizationscan
resultfrom inappropriaterestoratiordecisions

¥Naturalprocesseaffecting geneticdiversity: geneflow,
geneticdrift, andselection

¥Measure®f geneticdiversity relevantto restoration

¥(Geneticmonitoring

¥Exampledor decision-makingstructuresn genetic
restoration

Participantareencouragedo prepareanactual(or theoretical,
asdesired)casestudyfor discussiorasthis will increaseheir
benefitfrom the course.



Systematicconservationplanning: concepts,casestudies,
and applications of software

Instructors:Bob PresseyKerrie Wilson, & Matt Watts(The
EcologyCentre,University of QueenslandSt Lucia,
Queensland072,Australia)

The objectivesof the courseareto

¥Provideanoverviewof the procesf conservation
planning

¥Introducethe key conceptdehindsystematiglanning
methods

¥Encouragearticipantgo discusghe planningissueghey
aredealingwith

¥Demonstratdnow softwarecanhelpto solvereal-world
problems

¥Provideparticipantawith anintroductionto the operationof
two commonlyusedsoftwarepackagedor conservation
planning(C-PlanandMARXAN)

The coursewill be suitablefor practicingprofessionals,
graduatestudentsandundegraduateslt will be amix of
presentationgpendiscussionandhands-ordemonstratiorof
softwarepackagesisingreal-worlddatasets.Presentationsill
coverdiverseissuesjncluding anoverviewof the conservation
planningprocessdatasetson biodiversityandthreatsyroles
andlimitations of conservatiortargets,planningfor
biodiversityprocessespplicationsof softwareto real-world
problems andimplementatiorissues.

Participantswill haveaccesdo aWeb site for downloadsof
coursematerial,selectechbublications two softwaresystemgC-
PlanandMARXAN) at no cost,andtutorial materialfor
operatingthe software.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Hotels

Informationabouthotelaccommodatiois availableon the
meetingWeb site. We havenegotiatedspecialrateswith three
hotelsin downtownSanJosetheHilton SanJose& Towers,
SanJoseMarriott, andCrownePlazaSanJoseTo receivethese
discountspleaseremembeto specifythatyou areassociated
with the Societyfor ConservatiorBiology.

Hotel reservationsnustbe madeby 24

May, andratesareguaranteedrom 20 June

through?2 July.

Dormitories

Dormitory suitesat SanJoseState
University, approximatelyffour blocksfrom
the ConventionCenter alsoarereserved
for meetingparticipantsEachsuitehas
four bedroomgtwo twin bedsperroom),
two bathroomsanda commonroom.Bed
andbathlinensareincludedin theroom
rate.No morethaneightpeoplemay stayin
onesuite.Guestanay useuniversityathletic
facilities for a smallfee.

Participantsvho registerfor the entire
meeting(24D28Jung mayreservea
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dormitoryroom. Ratesare $325per personfor a singleroom
and$250perpersonfor a doubleroom. If you reservea double
room,your roommatealsomustregisterfor the entiremeeting
(unlessyour roommatds your domesticpartner)andyou must
providethe nameof your roommatelf you would like to
reservea dormitoryroomfor nightsprior to or following the
meeting,contact2006 @conbio.org.

FIEWD TRIPS

For additionaldetails,seethe meetingWeb site. Trips thatdo
not meetminimum enrolimentrequirementsvill be cancelled.

JasperRidge Biological Preserve(24 June $50)

Visit StanfordUniversity®field stationalongthe eastern
foothills of the SantaCruz Mountains.Learnaboutresearch
activitiesrangingfrom grasslandesponseto climatechangeo
managementf a century-oldreservoirandtour the Preserved
nationallyrecognizedyreenbuilding, the Leslie Shao-mingSun
Field Station.

HastingsNatural History Reservation(24 June $125)

Visit this field stationin the SantaLucia MountainRangethat
hasbeenmaintainedby the University of California, Berkeley®
Museumof VertebrateZoology since1937.Nestledbetween
threeseasonatreeks Hastingsrisesfrom ripariancorridors,
throughchaparrabrushanddensecoastlive oakwoodlandsto
steepridgeslined with blue oakandridge topswith scattered
valley oaks.

Quiail Ridge (24 June $125)

Quail RidgeReservas locatedin the Inner CoastRangesThe
flora andfaunaarea patchworkof grasslandsywoodlands,
riparianareasandchaparral The mostoutstandingootanical
feature however is theabundancef nativeperennial
bunchgrassed.hereservealsoboastsspectaculaviews of the
surroundingnmountainsBerryessdreservoirand,on clear
days,the CentralValley andSierraNevada.

SanBruno Mountain and Mori Point (24 June $40)
Visit two significantnaturalareasnearSanFranciscowith
differentmodelsof land conservatiorandmanagementSan
BrunoMountainStateand CountyParkprovideshabitatfor
threeendangeredutterflies,the Missionblue (Icaricia
icarioides icarioides), SanBrunoelfin (Callophrys mossii
bayensis), andCallippesilverspot(Speyeria callippe callippe),
underthe SanBruno MountainHabitatConservatiorPlan.Mori
Pointis a coastabluff hometo theendangered
SanFranciscagartersnake(Thamnophis sirtalis
tetrataenia) andred-leggedrog (Rana aurora
draytonii). A specialtour of the sitewill highlight trail
andrestoratiorplans.

South Bay Salt PondsRestoration ProjectN
Conservation Challengesand Opportunities
(24 June free)

This projectaimsto restoremorethan6000ha of
formersaltpondsin the SouthSanFrancisco
Bay. The projectwill significantlyenhance

thevalueof the estuaryto speciesncludingthe

saltmarshharvestmouse(Reithrodontomys



raviventris) andCaliforniaclapperrail (Rallus longirostris
obsoletus). Projectplanningmustalsoconsiderthe habitat
needsf specieghathaveadaptedo useof theartificial salt
ponds,includingthe federallylisted Pacific coastpopulationof
thewesternsnowyplover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)
andthe Californialeasttern (Sterna antillarum browni). The
trip will visit someof the project®&former saltponds existing
naturaltidal saltmarsh,andtidal marshrestoratiorprojects.

Growing Mor e than Things: Agricultur e and the
Environment (29 June,$100)
Learnaboutagriculturaldiversity on the urbanedgeandhow
marketsfor organic,natural,andspecialtyproductsare
affectingagricultureandthe environmentHeardirectly from
thefarmerandrancheraboutthe opportunitiesandconstraints
thatour changingsocietybringsto agriculture.Tour a specialty
farm growingAsianvegetablesmelons,andchili peppersand
discoverwhatandhow local vintnersareproducing.Thetrip
will finish with a barbeque.

Exploring the Elkhorn Sloughand its Watershed

(29 June $45)

The Elkhorn Sloughis the second-lagesttidal estuaryin
Californiaandhometo seaotters,sharks skatesandrays;it is
oneof thewestcoast€premierbirding locations At the same
time, the Sloughis a successfuéxperimenin non-profitland
trustsworking in conjunctionwith stateandfederalagenciego
secureandrestoreland. Explorethetidal wetlandsof the
Elkhorn Sloughaswell asuplandmaritimechaparralvith
endangeredhrubsandmajesticevergreeroaks.

Monterey Bay Whale Watching (29 June,$80)

Enjoy a five-hour cruiseon the MontereyBay, oneof the most
productivemarineareasof the Pacific Coast.The Monterey
Bay submarinecanyon,aslarge asthe GrandCanyonof the
ColoradoRiver, feedspodsof dolphins,whales,andseabirds.
Field trip participantsarelikely to seeseaotters,harborseals,
andsealions andalsomay seeblue whales,spermwhales fin
whales minke whales humpbackwhales killer whales,Pacific
white-sideddolphins,Risso&dolphins,andnorthernright
whaledolphins.

STUDENTS

Studentsareespeciallywelcomeat SCB&annualmeetings.
SCB@StudentAffairs Committeefacilitatesnumerous
opportunitiedor interactionwith professionalspetworking
amongstudentsandcontributingto the succes®f the meeting
itself. For informationon studentactivitiesandopportunities,
pleasevisit the meetingWebssite.

VOWNTEERS

Volunteerswvho contributeoneday of serviceandregisterby

the earlydeadlineof 17 Marchwill receivea50%
reimbursemenon registrationfeesandenhanceapportunities
to connectwith otherconservatiorscientistsandpractitioners.
Volunteersaresoughtto assistwith hospitality;audiovisual
supportfor symposiaworkshopsandcontributedoral sessions;
andfor miscellaneousissistancelleasandicateyour interest
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in servingasa volunteerwhenyou registerfor the meeting;
registrationwill openby late January

PRESS

Membersof the mediaareeligible for registrationwaivers,
newsadvancesaccesgo anon-sitepressroom,andanarrayof
othersupportservicesPleasecontact2006 @conbio.ordor
moreinformation.

EXHIBITORS

Completeinformationfor commercialandnonprofitexhibitors
is availableon the meetingWeb site. The deadlinefor exhibitor
reservationss 1 March.

CANCEUWATION POLICY

For meetingregistrationanddormitoryreservations,
cancellationseceivedon or before9 June2006will be
refundedin full, minusa $50 processindee. For shortcourses
andfield trips, cancellationseceivedon or before9 June2006
will berefundedin full, minusa $15 processindee.

No refundsof anykind will be givenafter9 June.Presenting
authorsmustregisterby 17 March. Presentingauthorswho fail
to notify the SteeringCommitteeof their withdrawalby 9 June
may be excludedfrom giving a presentatiorat future SCB
annualmeetings.

SPONSORS

The Societyfor ConservatiorBiology gratefullyacknowledges
the growing hnumberof sponsoravho have,asof 14 January
2006,committedtheir time andresourceso supporting
Conservation Without Borders.

Major supportfor Conservation Without Borders is providedby
the GordonandBetty Moore Foundation,The Christensen
Fund,andThe David andLucile Packardroundation.

We alsothank

Blackwell Publishing

California Departmentf FishandGame

California StateParks

Centrolnternacionalle Ecolog’aTropical

EnvironmentalSystem$Researchnstitute,Inc.

EnvironmentalScienceAssociates

Jonesk Stokes

H.T. Harvey& Associates

NevadaBiodiversity ResearctandConservationnitiative

OregonStateUniversity, Departmenbf Zoology

RedLatinoamericanale Botanica

Stanfordinstitutefor the Environment

Thelrvine Company

U.S.FishandWildlife Service

U.S.GeologicalSurvey

University of California, BerkeleyCollegeof Natural
Resources

Universidadde Chile, Programanterdisciplinariode Estudios
enBiodiversidad



Communication and Leadership to Improve Scientific Literacy

Confrontedwith issuesangingfrom local land useto global
climatechangedecisionmakersat all levelsaremaking
choicesthatwill affectthe fate of the planet®naturalresources
for centurieso come.Scientistscanplay animportantrole by
servingassourcef the bestscientificknowledgeavailableto
inform thesedecisionsFor manyscientistshowever talking
with non-scientist@boutthe relevanceof their work provesto
beachallenge.

OPublidialogueandpolicy decisions,
especiallythoseon critical environmenta'
andhealthissuesshouldbeinformed

by the mostaccurateandcurrent
scientificunderstanding,€ays
Janel.ubchencoDistinguished

Professonf Zoologyat Oregon
StateUniversityandaleaderin the

movemento infusegoodscienceanto public
understandingndpolicy making.OAcademic
scientistsNwhoseesearctyeneratesnuchof the new
knowledgeNhavenot historically beenvery adeptat
communicatingvith non-scientificaudiences.O

For scientistsconservatiorpractitionersandresearcherboth
insideandoutsideof academiatheissueof communicating
scienceo non-scientistgs morecomplicatedhansimply
learningto translatescientificlanguagento non-technical
terms.Therearebasicdifferencedn the way scientistsandnon-
scientistsapproacha problem.For example scientistaypically
aremostcomfortablewith a communicatiorpatternthatbegins
with backgroundaboutwhy a particulartopic wasstudied,
followed by theresearchmethodsandendingwith the
conclusionsStatisticsJevelsof certainty assumptionsand
alternateexplanationareexploredin detail.

In contrastmostnon-scientistssuchaspolicy makersand
journalists,wantto know the conclusiondirst, followed by the
relevanceof theinformationto impendingdecisionsor their
daily lives. They seekdefinitive answersandpractical
information,not equivocalstatementsndspeculation.

In additionto this differencein approactto communication,
considerthetight deadlinesshorttime framesfor action,and
variousinterestscompetingfor attentionthatarecommonin the
worlds of policy makersandjournalists.It is no surprisethat
manyresearcherandconservatiorpractitionersstrugglewith

communicatingcomplexenvironmentalssuego non-scientists.

Training programghat provideopportunitieso practice
communicatiorskills canhelp easethis strugglesignificantly.
By learninghow to framescientific messagedifferently for
differenttalgetaudiencesscientistsaandpractitionerscan
becomemuchmoreeffectivein conveyingthe relevanceof
their work to peopleoutsideof the scientificcommunity

Oneprogramthatincludessuchtrainingis the Aldo Leopold
LeadershifProgram Designedspecificallyfor mid-career
academienvironmentatcientiststhe fellowship program
providesopportunitiego acquireanduseleadership,
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communicationandoutreachskills to inform decisionmaking
on environmentalssueslt alsoaimsto createscientificleaders
in public communicatiorandpromotechangesn academic
culturesothatoutreachto non-scientificaudiencebecomes
recognizedasanimportantpartof a scientist§job.

OThe_eopoldLeadershigProgranills auniquenichein
teachingacademienvironmentakcientistshow to sharetheir
sciencan waysthatareunderstandablandrelevantaswell as
accurate,@aysLubchencoprogramfounderandco-chair

SeveralSCB membersaareamongthe 100 LeopoldLeadership
Fellowswho haveparticipatedn thetraining sincethefirst
cohortwastrainedin 1999.SCB PastPresidenDeeBoersma,
ProfessomandActing Chairin the Departmentf Biology atthe
University of Washingtonwasa LeopoldLeadershig-ellowin

2000.Shehasservedon the boardsof many

non-profitorganizationaandgovernmental

scientificcommitteesandhasinteracted
extensivelywith journalistsconcerningherresearcton
Magellanicpenguingn Argentina.Boersmasaysthe program
Oopenethy eyesto wherescientificknowledgeis neededhow
it canbe presentedo be moreuseful,andhow it canbe used
by decisionmakers.

OlfscientistadonOspeak otherswill attemptto speakfor them,
andthey may not do soaccuratelyWe owethe public and
sciencea fair appraisabf whatis knownandwhatisnOt,0
Boersmasays.

PaulBeier, Professoilt NorthernArizona UniversityandSCB
Secretarywasa LeopoldLeadershigeellow in 2005.0Despite
our marvelouseducatiorandresearclskills, mostscientistsand
professoraresurprisinglyineffectivein talking with reporters,
policy makersandotherinterestedndividuals, aysBeier,
whosework includescollaboratingwith governmenbfficials
andnongovernmentadrganizationsn developingwildlife
corridors.He creditsthe programwith providing Otheskills and
attitudesneededo transforma conservatiorscientistinto a
conservatiorpractitionerO

The LeopoldLeadershig’rogramjn collaborationwith
CommunicatiorPartnershigor Scienceandthe Sea
(COMPASS; www.CompassOnline.gj, is sponsoringa
plenarysessioranda concurrensessiorat SCB&2006annual
meeting.Both sessionwvill focuson how scientistsand
conservatiorpractitionerscaninteractwith journaliststo
improvecommunicatioraboutscience.

TheAldo LeopoldLeadershigProgramis basedat the Stanford
Institutefor the Environmentandis fundedby the David and
Lucile Packard=oundationThe programis led by co-chairs
PamelaMatson,JanelubchencoandDianaWall and
ExecutiveDirector DebbieDrakeDunne.For more
information,visit www.leopoldleadership.gr

Cynthia Barakatt
Director of Training and Fellowships
Aldo Leopold Leadership Program



Announcements

FreeJournal Access

Oryx, aninternationajournal of conservationis now available
throughAGORA (www.aginternetwork.ay/en/index.php).
AGORA providesfree electronicaccesdo 836 journalsfrom
major scientific publisherdn thefields of food, agriculture,
environmentakcienceandrelatedsocialsciencesAGORA is
availableto studentsandresearchers qualifying not-for-profit
institutionsin eligible developingcountries Eligible countries
aregenerallythosewith anannualGNI per capitaperannumof
USD 10000r lessat 31 Decembe2000.Thefull list of
institutionsandorganizationswith accessn eachcountrycan
be found at www.aginternetwork.@/en/checkinst.phpJsers
arerequiredto register(www.aginternetwork.a@/en/
registration.phpandaccesss passwordontrolled.
Participatinginstitutionsneedcomputersonnectedo the
internetwith a connectiorrateof 56K baudor higher

Educational Opportunity

TheworkshopTranscending Boundaries: Facilitating and
Managing Complex Systems Change will beheld22b23March
2006atthe U.S. NationalPark Service€Capital

Training Centerin WashingtonD.C., USA.

Costis US$750per participant.The purpose

of theworkshopis to increasehe skill andability of
participantgo work moreeffectively in situationsof
organizationabhndrelationshipcomplexity
Theworkshopis aimedat individuals

who dealwith collaborative

managemenpartnerships,

multi-stakeholdemitiatives,

andcomplexlarge

systemshange,

includinglandscape

planningand

transboundarynitiatives.

For moreinformationor to register

contactJohnGiriffin, 1 202262-3146,
JohnGGrifin@msn.com.

OSmartCFishing Gear Competition

World Wildlife Fund®secondWWF InternationalSmartGear
Competitionseekdnnovativefishing gearthatreducesmarine
bycatchtheaccidentatatchandrelateddeathsof marine
mammalspirds, seaturtles,andnon-tagetfish speciesn
fishing gearsuchasnetsandlonglines.The competitionwill
awarda $25,000grandprize andtwo $5000runnerup prizesto
the designgudgedto be the mostpractical,cost-efective
methoddor reducingbycatchof any speciesThe competition
is opento entrantsrom any backgroundncludingfishermen,
professionagearmanufacturergeachersstudentsengineers,
scientistsandbackyardinventors.Instructionsfor entryalong
with the competitionrulesareavailableat www.smartgeaorg
andcompletedentriesmustbe submittedby 15 March 2006.
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Meetings

TFI Learningandthe journal Environmental Bioindicators will
hostthe 14thinternationalconferencen environmental
bioindicatorsandthe annualmeetingof the International
Societyof EnvironmentaBioindicators24b26April 2006in
Linthicum, Maryland,USA. The conferencewill includeoral
andposterpresentationgyroupdiscussionsandworkshopsFor
moreinformation,visit www.tfilearning.com.

The symposiumConserving Birds in Human-Dominated
Landscapes will beheld27D28April 2006atthe American
Museumof NaturalHistory, New York, New York, USA. The
conferencewill examinenewapproachefor managingoird
diversityin urban,suburbanagricultural,andindustrialareas,
andexplorepossibilitiesfor conservationn the faceof an
increasinglydevelopedandindustrializedworld. Poster
abstractwill beacceptedintil 1 March.For detailed
information,pleasecontactbiodiversity@amnh.orgr visit
http://cbc.amnh.org.

The FederalAgencyfor NatureConservatiorwill hold the
conferenceMarine Conservation in Europe 2006 atthe German
OceanographiMuseumin Stralsundrom 8D12May 2006.The
conferencewill focuson marineconservatiorpolicies,
conservatiorscienceandthe managemendf human
activitiesin Europearandadjacentwaters.It
will beconductedn English.For further
information,contact
Stefan.Braeger@bfn-vilm.dw& visit
www.habitatmarenatura2000.de.

The 86thannualmeetingof the
AmericanSocietyof
Mammalogistswill beheld17D21
June2006at the University of
Massachusett&ymherst.In addition
to contributedoral andposter
presentationghis yeard programwill
featurethe symposialLarge-Scale Marine
Ecosystem Change and the Conservation of Marine Mammals
andThe Northern Flying Squirrel: A Biological Portrait of a
Forest Specialist in Post-European North America. Non-
membersvho areinterestedn attendingor presentingpapers
shouldrequesimaterialsfrom Virginia Hayssen
(Vhayssen@science.smith.edujd BetsyDumont
(bdumont@bio.umass.edior moreinformation,pleasevisit
http://asm06.org/.

The 43rdannualmeetingof the Animal BehaviorSocietywill
be held 12b16August2006in Snowbird,Utah, USA. For more
informationseewww.animalbehavioorg/ABS/Meetings/
SnowbirdO6or contactlef Galef,galef@mcmasteara.

TheFirst InternationaBiodiversity Congresswill be held
22b25Viay 2007in Bangkok, Thailand.Forinformation
contactRamBhandari,ibc2007 @yahoo.com.



SCGIS and SCB Benefit Auction

for Conservation Scholars Worldwide

The Society for Conservation Biology and the
Society for Conservation GIS will be conducting a
silent and live auction during this year’s
concurrent conferences (see page 1) to share
treasures and artwork from around the globe. The
auction is a popular tradition at SCGIS meetings,
and SCB is excited to take part in this year’s
event. The auction will be held on the evening of
Tuesday 27 June.

We invite you to donate an item from your
culture, community, or country

and come to the auction

prepared to bid (or watch

the bidding) on some

wonderful and exotic

items. All donations are

appreciated and

cherished; no item is too

big, too small, or too

unusual. Suggestions for

donations include artwork,

pottery, baskets, jewelry,

books, photographs,

specialty foods or spirits,

or anything else you can

think of! Share your work,

your history, and your

passion with other conservation colleagues.

Each item will be displayed with an auction bid
sheet that provides a short description, cultural
significance, origin information, and suggested
minimum bid. If your donated item has a special
story or unusual history, please share it with
others. Please contact Michelle Kinzel at
kinzel@cox.net for any auction-related questions,
including shipping arrangements if necessary.

All money received from the auction will be shared
by both societies to support international and
domestic scholarship programs that
provide travel and training
assistance to fellow conservation
professionals from around the
world. Past auctions have raised
more than $10,000, helping to
support many conservationists
in the SCGIS Scholarship
Program. Let’s all try to make
this the most profitable and most
enjoyable auction to date.

Even if you cannot donate or bid
on an item, please come to the
auction ready to socialize with
other conservationists. Dessert
and drinks will be served.

Thank you in advance for your participation!

Centerfor ConservatiorBiology
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