Hotspots of Biological Diversity in Southeastern Minnesota: 

a Call to Conservation Biologists
Andy Holdsworth1, Bonnie Sample, Peggy Savanick, Dan Tix, and Mike Rentz

Southeastern Minnesota High Biodiversity Area Review Team,

MN SCB Conservation Committee 

11530 N. Cleveland Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108, 612-624-7732, hold0094@umn.edu
student

oral presentation only
Minnesota has a rich biological heritage whose recent status has been detailed by the Minnesota County Biological Survey.  In southeastern MN the County Biological Survey highlighted 13 areas whose extraordinary biological values merit special protection.  This year MNDNR will request public comment on proposed management plans for 8 of the areas.  The question of how to maintain these areas’ biodiversity presents a significant opportunity for Minnesota conservation biologists to apply their expertise and inform important management decisions.  Conservation targets of concern include such natural communities as algific talus slopes, maple-basswood forest, and dry oak savanna; birds such as the Acadian Flycatcher and Cerulean Warbler; and plants such as Golden Seal and False Mermaid.  The draft plans have proposed such management activities as timber harvest, prescribed burns, and set aside of small areas around rare species.  We will present an overview of the biological qualities of these areas, discuss the major management issues, and our current assessment of the management plans.  

