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Early impacts of the 2008 Lacey Act Plant Amendments

On May 22, amendments to the Lacey Act passed as Section 8204 of the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008.
Prior to this law, the United States—as the world's largest consumer of wood products—had played a key role in
driving the trade in illegally sourced timber. Now, the Lacey Act establishes strong incentives for companies to ask
the right questions about their wood sources. The Lacey Act is already leading to a systemic shift in the practices of
retailers, importers, manufacturers and logging companies. Companies and governments have expressed support of
the US.’s new ban on trade in illegally sourced plants and plant products and are gearing up to comply.

The private sector: getting serious about legality and due care

Companies’ responses to the Lacey Act have made clear that the amendment will necessitate change in their practices.
When 48 NGOs and industry associations join together in a statement about pragmatic Lacey implementation, “united
in our strong belief that more needs to be done to address illegal logging, a problem which has serious global
environmental and economic consequences,” it's clear that this law matters.!
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China has replaced Japan as the world's lasgest im-
porter of tropical timber and ltaly as the largest exporter
of processed wood products (IT7T0 2005: Liu & Diamond
2005: White etal. 2006; Wang et al. 2007). Now, & debate
has ignited regarding China's responsibility for illegal log-
ging of forests around the world (Laurance 2008; Wang
ctal. 2008) and reports in the popular press have prolifer-
ated that directly implicate Chinese logging companics,
notably in Asia and Africa. For example, in January 2008,
Sierra Leone banned timber exports due to alleged forest
destruction by Chinese companies (8BC 2008) and, more
recently, the Kachin News Group reported that Chinese
loggerss were exploiting Burmese childeen in the process
of removing tmber belonging to local people in north-
ern Shan state (KNG 2008). Little has been reported on

ing umber from Peru and examined digital customs dec-
larations (SUNA'T 2008) for all of their shipments in 2006.
These declarations show that at least 56,425 m* of sawn
wood was shipped 1o China, 63% of which (or 35,559 m”)
was separated by species. Of this quantity, 95% belonged
to three ecologically important, but not endangered. rain-
forest hardwoods: Dipteryx spp., Miroxylon balsamium,
and Mantikara bidentata. For comparnson, mahogany
(Swihetenia macrophylla) and tropical cedar (Cedrela
odorata), both listed as endangered and often mentioned
in the context of illegal logging, remain high-volume ex-
ports to the United States. Without minimizing the poten-
tal impact of China's huge timber demand, it is significant
to note that China imports negligible quantities of these
two protected species.
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These satellite images of a mountainside in Burma near the Chinese border are believed to sh(wv the impact of recent logging.
The image at left, from 2001, shows largely intact forest cover, The 2005 image at right shows multiple clear-cuts of large
forest patches. The reasons for the clear-cuts can't be ascertained without visiting them, which is difficult in authoritarian
Burma, but they took place in a region where environmental groups have reported rampant illegal legging,
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